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TO    THE 


READER 


"FT1  X  P  E  C  T  no  more  Commenda- 
jHy  tions  of  our  Arabian  Author  ;  or 
Apologies  for  any  thing  that  may  feem 
liable  to  Cenfure  in  his  Letters.  There 
is  no  End  of  anfwering  the  Civils  of 
thofe,  who,  to  gain  the  Character  of 
Critics,  will  create  Faults  where  they 
find  none  j  and  impute  the  very  Over- 
fights  of  the  Prefs  to  the  Ignorance  of 
the  Author,  rather  than  a  Book  mall 
cfcapc  free  from  Cenfure. 

What  is  wanting  in  the  Style,  where 
it  may  be  fuppos'd  to  come  fhort  of  the 
Original,  mull  be  laid  to  the  Italian's 
charge,  who  undertook  the  firft  Vulion 
of  fo  remote  a  Language.  For  the  Eng- 
lifh  Tranflator  has  endeavour'd  to  follow 
him  as  clofe  as  the  difference  of  Idioms 
will  admit.  And  all  the  world  knov.^, 
that  the  Engliih  Tongue  is  nons  of  the 
Uioft  copious  and  llgnificant.  But,  If 
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this  (hall  foem  an  invidious  reflection, 
fubftituted  in  the  room  of  a  p:\rTable  ex- 
cuie,  the  Englifh  Translator  in  honour 
both  of  the  Foreign  Copies,  and  his  own 
Native  Language  (for  he  is  a -true  Eng- 
liihman  both  by  Blocd  and  Affection)- is 
willing  to  take  the  blame  of  all  defeats 
on  himielf.  Alluring  yon,  That  what- 
foever  roughnefs  cr  want  of  elegance j 
whatfoever  corelefsnefs  of  expreffion  is 
to  be  found  in  the  Englifli  Transition, 
though  it  may  be  a  fault  indeed,  yet  'tis 
purely  owing  to  the  candor  of  him  who 
has  committed  it :  Since  the  chief,  rea- 
fon.  of  fuch  ntg!e<5t  is,  becaufe  he  was 
loth  the  Reader  Should  loie  the  original 
fenfe,  for  the  lake  of  a  fwect  period,  or 
a  delicate  cadence. 

If  in  other  places  he  feems  afFe<5red, 
as  in  retaining  theTurkim  and  Arabic 
\Vords,  where  they  miglit  as  well  have 
been  render'd  Englifh  •>  this  alfowas  rut 
(jf  rcfpect  to  his  Copy,  where  thole 
words  are  left  as,  we  may  fuppoie,  they 
wen1  found  in  the  Original  Arabic. 

is  addrcfs'd  to  fuch  Gentlemen  as 
have  procur'd  the  Italian  Copies  of  thefe 
Letters.  Iror  we  are  inform'd,  that  they 

are 
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are  in  the  hands  of  fome  Engliili Travel- 
lers, who  had  a  curiofity  to  compare  the 
different  Tranflations  together. 

However,  to  evidence  that  this  is  not 
fpoken  in  partiality  to  ourfelves,  but 
with  equal  regard  to  that  learnd  Fo- 
reigner, who  firft  brought  thefe  Letters 
to  light ;  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  ex- 
hibit fuch  probable  Reafons,  as  might 
induce  him  to  leave  fome  Arabic  Words 
untranflated  rather  than  others,  tho' 
they  had  both  the  fame  fenfe. 

The  beft  method  of  clearing  up 
this  point,  will  be  by  producing  in- 
ftances,  fuch  as  that,  where  the  Word 
"  Vizirs"  is  retain'd  by  the  ling- 
li(h  Tranflator,  becaufe  it  was  not 
changed  by  the  Italian.  Doubtlefs  it  had 
been  as  eafy  to  fay  "  The  feven  Chief 
"  Spirits,  Angels,  Chancellors,  or  Mini- 
"  fters  above"  as  "  The  feven  Vizirs." 
But  fmce  the  Italian  Copy  has  not  altered 
the  word  "  Vizirs"  the  Englifh  Tran- 
flator thought  fit  to  let  it  ftand.  And 
he  conceives,  'tis  proper  enough  in  both 
Verfions  ;  becaufe  it  better  exprefles  the 
Thought  of  the  Turkilh  Author,  than 
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any  Italian  or  Englim  word  can  do,  be- 
ing aTitle  of  Dignity  peculiar  to  the  Ot- 
toman  Empire  :  Where  the  credulous 
people  are  made  to  believe,  that  their 
Monarchy,  v/ith  all  its  Officers  of  State, 
is  exactly  modell'd  according  to  the  pat- 
tern of  the  Celeftial  Court  and  Kingdom. 
Therefore  it  appears  very  natural  in  a 
Turk,  to  call  the  Minifters  of  Heaven  by 
the  Title  of  Vizirs,  Beglerbegs,  Bafla's,  or 
whatfoever  other   appellatives  are  ufcd 
by  them,  to  expreis  the  Dignity  of  their 
Grandees  on  earth.  And  who  would  go 
to  fpoil  his  fenfe  for  the  fake  of  a  word  r 
Befides,  not  to  let   this  pafoge  fall 
without  due  remarks,  is  it  not  common 
in  our  Bible  to  call  God  "Lord  of  Lords  r" 
And  how  can  this  be  otherwife  exprefled 
in  Arabic,  but  by  the  title  which  is  ap- 
propriated to  the  principal  Governors  of 
Provinces,  whom  in  their  Language  they 
call  Beglerbegs  ?   It  is  equally  ufual  in 
Scripture  to  ftile  God  "  King  of  Kings," 
a  Title  frequently  afTumed  by  the  Eaftern 
Monarchs.     Nay,    in  our  common  drf- 
courfe  here  in  England,  it  is  cufromary 
to-  give  God  the  Title  of  "  The  King  of 
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"  Heaven."  And  why  may  we  not  as 
well  give  to  the  Arch- Angels,  and 
Angels,  &c.  the  Titles  which  are  ordi- 
narily apply'd  to  the  Princes  and  Nohles 
on  Earth  ?  But,  however,  if  this  will  not 
appear  allowable  in  a  Chriftian,  yet  no- 
Man  can  wonder  at  the  Turk,  when  he 
hears  him  ufe  his  native  Dialect,  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  Potentates  above.  And  if  this 
be  granted,  I  hope  neither  the  Italian 
will  be  blamed  for  prcferving  the  pecu- 
liar Phrafe  of  an  Eaftern  Author,  r.or 
the  Englifh  Tranilator  be  accus'd  for 
following  fo  polite  a  Pattern. 

This  inftanee  had  not  been  prefs'd  fo  • 
far,  but  in  hopes  that  what  is  already 
faid,  may  ferve  as  a  plea  for  feveral  other 
examples  of  like  nature  in  this  Volume: 
Where  it  is  impofiible  for  any  European  • 
to  exprefs  the  lull  meaning  of •  an  Ori- 
ental   Author    without   relerving  ibme 
words   of  his   very  Language.     And  i:i 
this,    the    Italian    Tranilator   is  chiefly 
vindicated;  from  whole  Copy  theEnglldi 
in  fuch  cafes  had    no  reafon  ta  fwcrve. 
And  thus  much  may  fufiice  to   anfwer 
all  obieclions  about  the  Style. 
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As  to  the  Matter  ufelf,  it  appears  fall 
of  inftrudrion,  in  Hiflorical,  Moral,  and 
Political  Affairs.  Nor  need  any  man 
wonder,  if  he  encounter  fome  paffages 
which  may  be  found  in  other  Writers, 
both  Gentile  and  Chriftian  ;  fince  the 
Author  of  thefe  Letters  proferles,  That 
he  has  taken  much  pains  to  perufe  the 
Treatifes  of  the  Ancients  both  whilfl  he 
fhidy'd  in  the  Academies,  and  during 
his  residence  at  Paris,  he  often  frequent- 
ed the  Libraries  in  that  City,  whereof 
there  is  no  fcarcity.  He  fpent  a  great 
deal  of  time  in  reading  modern  as  well 
as  ancient  Authors  :  By  which  means, 
he  not  only  improved  his  Knowledge  in 
the  univerfal  Hiftory  of  former  Times, 
but  grew  familiar  with  the  moft  remark- 
able occurrences  in  Europe,  during  thefe 
later  Centuries.  So  that,  in  fome  of  his 
Letters,  one  would  fwear  he  had  read 
Sabellius,  Petrus  JufHnianus,  Philip  de 
Comines,  and  other  European  Writers  : 
For  he  teems  to  come  very  near  them,  in 
relating  fome  particular  Stories.  And  it 
may  be  fuppos'd  that  he  took  this  Ad- 
vantage to  oblige  the  Turkim  Grandees 
to  whom  he  writ»  by  inferting  in  his 
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Letters    fuch    paflages    as    they   were 
wholly  ftrangers  to. 

There  need  no  more  be  faid,  but  that 
you  may  expert  another  Volume  of  Let- 
ters very  fpeedily. 

FarewelL 
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Mahmut  the  Arabian,  and  indefatigable 
Slave  to  the  Grand  Signior,  To  Maho- 
met, the  moil  illuftrious  Vizir  Azem  at 
the  Porte. 

I  Congratulate  thy  afcent  to  that  top  of  honour, 
the  firft   Dignity  in  the  Empire  ever  victo- 
rious :    'Tis  thy  turn  to  be  now  exalted  in 
the  Orb  of  Fortune :  Let  not  this  high  fta- 
tion  make  thee  forget  that  the  wheel  is  always  in 
motion.    But  confider,   That,   fince  the  advance 
thou  haft  made  was  not  but   by  the  fall  of  thy 
Predeceflbr,  thou  haft  lefs  reafon  to  think  thy  own 
ftate  fecure. 

I  am  no  Fortune-Teller,  nor  would  be  fo  rude 

as  to  prognofticate  ill  luck  to  my  Superiors.     But, 

men  in  eminent  dignity  have  need  of  a  Monitor  : 

And,  it  is  recorded  of  a  great  Monarch,  That  he 

VOL.  IV.  B  com- 
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commanded  one  of  his  Pages  every  morning  to  fL- 
Jute  him,  when  he  firfl  awaked,  with  thole  words, 
41  Rememher,  O  King,  that  thou  art  a  mortal." 

Let  this  example,  fupreme  Minilter,  plead  my 
cxcufe,  and  incline  thec  to  pardon  the  freedom 
xvhich  Mahmut  takes  ;  who  by  this,  thou  leefc,  is 
no  flatterer. 

Certainly  all  fublunary  things  ebb  and  flow  like 
the  waters.  And,  though  men  may  lometimes 
^enjoy  a  fpring-tide  of  felicity,  yet  Fate  has  hidden 
iluices,  which  in  a  moment  (hall  convey  the  migh- 
ty torrent  to  fome  other  channel . 

I  myfcif  have  in  fome  meal-ure  experienced  this, 
who  am  but  a  puny  in  companion  with  thee. 
"Yet  Dcfriny  and  Chance  are  allotted  to  the  Lit- 
tle as  well  as  to  the  Great.  The  \Vorm  encoun- 
ters as  wsny  grofs  contingences,  in  her  humble 
jcptile  llate,  as  does  the  tow'ring  Eagle,  in  all 
her  lofty  flights  and  ranges,  through 'the  wide- 
ftrctch'd  air. 

In  my  Infancy  I  was  fnatch'd  from  the  cradle, 
;and  from  the  arms  of  my  mournful  mother  ;  mourn- 
ful on  two  accounts,  the  death  of  a  hufband,  and 
the  neceflity  of  parting  with  her  child.  Yet  this 
early  reparation  turn'd  to  my  advantage,  and  her 
-comfort.  The  fequel  of  my  good  fortune  invited 
.her  to  forfake  her  Solitudes,  and  follow  me  to  the 
'Imperial  city  ;  where  fhc  exchanged  her  melan- 
choly widowhood,  for  the  lociety  and  love  of  a 
merry  Greek :  Whilft  Fate  had  another  game  to 
play  with  me,  it  being  the  Will  of  Heaven,  That 
from  the  delights  of  the  Seraglio,  and  the  honour 
of  ferving  the  greateft  Sovereign  in  the  World,  I 
ihould  fafi  into  a  cruel  captivity,  and  be  compelled 
ignominioufly  to  drudge  for  a  barbarous  Infidel. 
Afterwards,  I  gain'd  my  Liberty,  and  apply'd  my- 
•felf  to  fludy  in  the  Academies.  I  will  not  boaft 
of  the  proficiency  I  made  :  Kut,  at  my  return  to 
Conframinople,  thou  knoweif,  my  Superiors 
thought  me  capable  of  doing  the  Porte  fervice  in 
this  place.  Thus  Providence  fports  with  Mortals, 

and, 
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and,  by  an  unaccountable  clew  of  difcipline,  leads 
them  through  the  mazes  of  this  life. 

How  I  have  difcharged  my  truft  here,  I  dare  ap- 
peal to  all ;  yet  can  pleafe  none.  Every  man  will 
be  my  judge  to  give  fen  ten  ce  againft  me  ;  and 
fome,  I  believe,  would  willingly  be  my  Execu- 
tioners :  Which,  at  certain  times,  carries  me  into 
fo  deep  a  melancholy,  that  I  ever  join  with  my 
enemies,  and  condemn  myfelf,  though  I  know  not 
for  what.  Surely,  fay  1,  fo  many  perfpicacious 
•men  cannot  be  all  in  the  wrong,  and  I  only  in  the 
right :  They  mud  needs  fee  fome  fault  in  me,  which 
I  canaot  diicc-rn  myfelf:  Doubtlefs  I'm  partial,  and 
never  chang'd  the  order  of  /Efop's  wallet.  Then 
I  reflect  on  thefe  thoughts,  as  the  mere  product  of 
melancholy :  For,  after  the  ftricleft  examination 
of  my  conduit,  I  rind  myfelf  innocent  of  thole 
things  whereof  I  am  accus'd.  Yet,  whilft  I  am 
juftirylhg  my  integrity  towards  my  great  Matter, 
fadnefs  returns  again,  and  tells  me,  That  without 
doubt,  I  have  fome  ways  offended  Ood  and  his 
Prophet,  who,  for  that  reafon,  fufFer  the  envious 
to  perfccute  me;  and  drive  me  into  a  more  inti- 
mate and  familiar  converfe  with  myfelf,  that  fo, 
by  making  a  frequent  fcrutiny  after  the  caufe  of 
my  outward  misfortunes,  I  may  dif cover  th?  fecrec 
crimes  which  I  may  have  committed  a 
heaven,  and  which  lie  hid  under  my  inadvcucnce 
and  oblivion. 

Then  I'm  filled  with  a  thoufand.  fcruples  about 
my  telling  lies,  and  taking  falfe  oaths,  though  1'r.i 
difpenfed  with  for  all  thofe  immoralities,  t>v  th..- 
fovercign  Arbiter  of  the  Law.  In  a  word,  I 
know  not  fometimes  what  to  think.  Anaweicic 
not  that  my  Agency  in  thefe  Parts  meet*  \virh 
fome  fuccefs,  I  fhould  often  conclude,  That  I  ei- 
ther lay  under  the  Curfe  of-  God,  or  Charms  of 
Men  ;  that  either  Heaven  or  Hell,  have  a  peculiar 
hand  in  affixing  me. 

But  all  this  may  be  only  the  fumes  of  my  own 

diltemper'd  fpleen.     And  the  indulgent  Judge  of 

U  *  Man 
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Man  may  pafs  a  milder  Sentence  on  me,  than  either 
I  do  myfelf,  or  my  fellow  mortals.  He  is  tranfcen- 
dently  benign  and  merciful :  And  our  fins  of  frailty 
appear  in  his  eyes  but  as  fmall  Atoms  in  the  rays 
of  a  morning  fun  ;  which,  though  they  be  innu- 
merable, yet  the  leaft  breath  of  wind  blows  them 
all  out  of  fight. 

By  what  I  have  faid,  'tis  apparent,  That  I  have 
regard  both  to  thee  and  myfelf:  To  thee,  as  the 
fupreme  Difpofer  of  Life  and  Death,  under  the 
Grand  Signior  ;  to  myfelf,  as  one  cull'd  out  for  a 
Victim  by  the  malicious,  and  lying  at  the  feet  of 
thy  noble  nature,  begging  thy  protection.  My 
enemies  are  induftrious  to  ruin  me,  and  lay  hold 
on  all  opportunities  to  accomplifh  it.  The  Sen- 
tence which  they  could  not  procure  from  thy  Pre- 
deceflbr,  they  may  hope  to  draw  from  thee  by  their 
falfe  Insinuations.  This  makes  me  ufe  Pre- 
cautions in  my  own  defence,  hoping  to  foreftal 
their  malice  by  this  humble  addrefs. 

Imitate  thou  the  Divine  Nature,  and  be  not  fe- 
vcre  in  remarking  the  Peccadillo's,  and  fmall  de- 
linquencies of  thy  Slave.  If  I  turn  Infidel  or  Trai- 
tor, I  crave  no  favour. 

That  fupremely  merciful  and  gracious,  the  firft 
and  laft  of  the  World,  and  Lord  of  Paradife, 
heap  on  thee  as  many  bleffings  every  day,  as 
would  employ  my  fwifteft  wiflies  a  thoufand 
years ;  and  grant  that  thou  may'ft  find  admit- 
tance into  the  Place  full  of  Rivers,  whole  Springs 
take  their  Rife  from  the  Bottom  of  the  Rock  of 
Eternity. 

Paris',  T7_th  of  the  *d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1649, 
according  to  the  Cimftian  Style. 
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To  the  Kaimacham. 

THE  Troubles  of  this  Kingdom,  which  a 
while  ago  feem'd  to  be  compos'd,  are  now 
again  broke  out  afrefh.  The  private  grudges  of 
fome,  and  the  ambition  of  others  of  the  nobility, 
have  once 'more  put  all  in  arms.  The  city  is 
block'd  up  by  the  Prince  of  Cor.de's  army,  who 
has  not  been  long  return 'd  from  Flanders.  The 
King,  the  Queen,  with  Cardinal  Mazarini,  and 
the  whole  Court,  are  at  St  Germain  en  Lay,  whi- 
ther they  went  by  night.  This  abrupt  departure 
gave  frefh  courage  to  the  Seditious,  and  at  the  fame 
time  furnifh  them  with  new  matter  of  accufutiou 
againft  Cardinal  Mazarini,  who,  ihey  f;:y,  h  -> 
ftolen  away  their  Sovereign  from  them.  The  Par- 
liament have  declared  him  an  Enemy  to  the  Go- 
vernment. They  are  levying  foldiers  as  fuft  as  they 
can  :  And  provifions  are  laid  in,  as  if  they  were  to 
fuftain  a  long  fiege.  Several  princes  and  gran- 
dees are  come  over  to  the  citizens,  having  de- 
ferted  the  court ;  among  whom  is  the  Prince  of 
Conti,  brother  to  the  Prince  of  Conde.  Yet, 
the  Parifians  are  diftruftful  of  him,  and  have  con- 
fin'd  his  fifter,  as  a  hoftage  for  his  fidelity;  not 
knowing,  that  his  defertion  is  real,  being  occa- 
fion'd  by  fome  quarrel  between  him  and  his  elder 
brother. 

'Tis  faid,  That  Cardinal  Mazarini  has  taken 
a  refolution  to  depart  the  kingdom,  that  fo  he 
may  avoid  the  tempeft  that  threatens  him  from  all 
hands. 

The  Queen  has  fent  orders  to  the  Colonels  that 

ferve  under    Marefchal   Turenne,    in  Germany, 

commanding  them  to  abandon  that  General,  who, 

B  3  they 
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they  fay,  has  declared  for  the  Parliament,  and  fent 
to  offer  them  his  fervice. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  citizens  endeavour  to 
ftrcngthen  their  party,  by  fending  to  all  the  Parlia- 
ments of  France,  to  defire  their  conjunction  in 
efpoufmg  the  quarrel  of  this  of  Paris. 

The  company,  which  the  Burghers  of  this  city 
have  rais'd,  wear  this  Motto  in  their  Eniigns,  WE 
SEEK  OUR  KING. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  Arch-duke  of  Auftria 
keeps  near  the  frontiers  of  this  kingdom,  with  an 
army  of  twenty  thoufand  men  ;  and  fends  fre- 
quent propofals  to  the  Parliament,  in  order  to  a 
Peace. 

Whilft  I  was  writing  the  laft  words,  news 
was  brought  me,  that  Eliachim  the  Jew  is  feiz'd, 
and  clapp'd  in  prifon  at  St.  Denys,  which  place  is 
in  the  King's  hands.  I  -cannot  learn  the  reafon 
of  his  confinement,  but  am  apt  to  fufpeft  'tis  on 
the  fcore  of  his  late  appearing  among  the  rabble 
•f  Paris,  whereof  I  gave  an  account  in  a  letter  to 
the  Aga  of  the  Janizaries. 

The  furprize'l  am  in  at  this  unfortunate  acci- 
dent, puts  me  upon  a  thoufand  thoughts.  I  know 
r.ot  what  courfe  to  take  for  my  own  fafety.  If 
Eliachim's  papers  fhould  be  (earch'd,  Mahmut 
muft  be  difcover'd  ;  and  then,  if  I  tarry  in  the 
city,  I  cannot  efcape  a  prifon  :  For  tho'  at  this 
juncture,  one  wo::!d  think  this  place  a  fufficicnt 
protection  from  the  Court ;  yet  the  hatred  they 
bear-to  the  true  Belic-vcrs,  and  the  difcovcry  of  fo 
important  a  CMtitniflion  as  mine,  would  fupcrfede 
their  intdtine  animolities.  I  fhould  infallibly  be 
either  deliver'd  up  to  the  court,  or  fcnt  to  the 
Baftile.  If  I  go  out  of  the  city,  my  danger  is  yet 
greater  j  all  the  paiics  of  the  country  being  narrow- 
ly watch'd,  and  frrongly  guarded  by-  the  King's 
Ibldiirs.  This  made  me,  at  firft,  rdblve  to  deter 
the  conclufion  of  this  letter  to  another  time, 
whillt  I  provided  for  my  own  fufety  :  as  think- 
ing 
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ing  it  impoflible  to  convey  any  intelligence  out 
of  France  undifcover'd.  13ut  being  inform 'd  of 
a  Courier,  that  was  juft  going  from  the  Parlia- 
ment to  the  Arch-duke  of  Auftria,  and  fearing 
left  I  mould  never  have  the  privilege  of  pen, 
ink,  and  paper  again,  I  have  ravinYd  a  few  mo- 
ments, from  that  little  time  I  have  left,  to  (Lift 
for  myfelf,  that  fo  I  might  give  notice  of  this 
accident. 

I  have  written  alfo  to  Nathan  Ben  Saddi  at 
Vienna,  to  prevent  any  Difpatches  from  him,  till, 
farther  order.  Both  thcfe  letters  I  venture  in  the 
hands  of  a  faithful  meflcnger,  who  has  can  fed 
them  to  be  fewed  up  in  the  heels  of  his  (hoes,  to 
prevent  difcovery.  He  travels  under  the  protection 
of  the  Courier. 

I  have  not  a  minute  left  to  fay  more,  Than, 
that  I  am  at  this  inftant  parting  from  my/lodgingj 
my  books  and  other  things  being  pack'd  up,  and 
porters  ready  to  carry  them  aw'ay.  If  I  get  fafe 
out  of  the  Houfe,  I  muft  change  my  habit  and 
name,  and  fo  lay  the  foundation  of  a  new  conceal- 
ment, till  the  iiiue  of  this  adventure  fhall  direct 
me  what  to  do. 

Adieu,  illuftrious  Kaimacham,  and  expect  to 
hear  more  in  my  next  ;  or  let  my  filence  con- 
vince thee.  That  Mahmut  is  no  longer  at  li- 
berty. 

Paris,  afith  of  the  ad  Moon, 
«f  the  Year  1645. 


B4  LET. 
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LETTER     III. 

To  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  a  Jew,  at  Vienna. 

IF  thou  haft  any  Difpatches  coming  for  me,  and 
it  be  yet  in  thy  power  to  flop  them,  ufe  wings 
in  doing  it :  For  I  fear  we  are  difcover'd  in  this 
Place.  Thy  brother  Eliachim  is  arrefted  by  the 
King's  orders.  What  is  laid  to  his  charge  I  know 
not  for  certain ;  neither  is  it  neceflary  for  thee  to 
be  informed  in  that  point.  But  if  his  confinement 
be  owing  to  fome  fervices  he  has  lately  done  me, 
we  are  all  loft.  His  papers  will  be  fearch'ii,  which 
muft  of  necefftty  betray  our  fecrets  :  And  then  we 
have  nothing  to  expecr  but  the  fevereft  execution 
of  the  Chriitians  fury  and  revenge.  I  am  in  no 
imall  confufion  at  this  accident,  having  fcarce 
time  to  provide  for  my  concealment.  Send  no 
more  to  Paris,  till  thou  received  further  advice. 
We  are  all  in  arms,  this  city  being  block'd  up  by 
the  Queen's  troops  ;  fo  that  I  know  not  well  which 
way  to  fhift  for  myfelf,  and  efcape  a  thoufand 
fcrutinies,  which  they  will  every  where  make  into 
the  affairs  of  a  ftranger.  But,  that  Fate  which 
over-rules  human  contingencies  will,  I  hope,  re- 
fcue  me  out  of  this  danger  :  To  which  1  com- 
mend both  thee  and  me  ;  bidding  thee  farewel,  as 
if  I  were  never  to  write  to  thee  again  ;  For  fo  the 
iiiue  may  prove. 

Paris,  i6th  oftlie  v<\  Moon> 
of  the  Year  16^.9. 


LET- 
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LETTER     IV. 

To  Adonai,  a  Jew,  at  Venice. 

I  HAVE  fomething  more  rcfpite  now,  than 
when  I  wrote  laft  to  my  brother  Nathan  at 
Vienna,  to  inform  him  of"  Eliachim's  being  made 
a  prifoner.  I  was  in  a  greater  hurry  at  that 
tfme,  than  the  ninth  Sphere.  All  my  motions 
were  fwift.  I  went  backward  and  forward,  like 
the  Planets  ;  but  had  no  leifure  to  ftand  ftill,  as 
they  do  fometimes.  In  a  word,  I  have  run  over 
the  whole  Zodiac  of  Policy,  to  feek  for  a  new 
houfe  ;  that  wherein  I  lodg'd  being  like  to  prove 
too  hot  for  me.  At  length  I  have  found  one, 
wherein  I  hope  to  meet  with  no  malevolent  Afpecl, 
but  to  remain,  as  before,  in  a  friendly  Conjunc- 
tion with  the  Moon  ;  behind  whofe  fplendors,  I 
may  lie  covered  from'  the  inquifitions  of  peering 
mortals. 

To  fpcak  more  intelligibly,  I  am,  for  the  pre- 
fent,  remov'd  to  other  lodgings  in  this  city,  the 
better  to  fhelter  myfelf  from  the  ftorm  which 
levms  to  hang  over  my  head,  fince  Eliachim. 
was  feiz'd.  Yefterday  1  wrote  to  the  Kaima- 
cham,  and  to  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  to  give  them 
an  account  of  this  accident.  This  goes  along 
with  the  lame  meflenger  j  for  I  durft  not  confide 
in  the  Polls  during  the  prefcnt  diiordcrs  of  this 
kingdom. 

I  receiv'd  a  letter  from  thee,  wherein  thou  in- 
formeft  me  of  an  attempt  tlv.it  has  been  lately 
made  to  rob  the  Trcafury  of  Venice :  Which,, 
according  to  thy  description,  is  very  rich  rnd 
magnificent  ;  not  to  be  imtrh'd  in  Europe,  i'  - 
}i;tps,  if  thou  hadil  feen  the  wealth  that  i,>  pre- 
ic-rv'd  in  the  church  of  St.  Denys,  a  city  not  far 
B  5  from 
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from  Paris,  them  would'ft  be  of  another  mind. 
But  neither  of  U3  can  make  proper  comparifons, 
having  not  feen  both  places.  1  he  French  extol 
the  latter,  and  fay,  it  far  exceeds  that  of  Venice. 
But  they  may  fpeak  partially  ;  it  being  the  hu- 
mour of  all  the  people  to  magnify  the  grandeur 
of  their  own  nations :  And,  the  French  come 
not  fhort  of  the  reft  of  the  world  in  vain-glory. 
However  it  be,  it  was  a  vaft  attempt,  and  full 
of  infinite  difficulties  and  perils,  to  rob  the  vaults 
of  a  church  in  the  heart  of  that  great  and  popu- 
lous city,  where  all  the  riches  of  the  Seigniory 
wtrc  rcpofited.  It  is  an  argument  of  the  greatncfs 
of  their  fouls,  who  durft  undertake  fo  hazardous 
an  enix'rprize. 

But  this  is  not  the  firft  time  the  Venetians  have 
been  in  danger  to  lofe  that  prodigious  mafs  of 
v/c.ihh.  A  poor  Grecian  once  found  a  way, 
through  marble  barricade's  under  ground,  to 
{ tit-  r  thofe  golden  cells  ;  from  whence  he  car- 
ried away,  to  the  value  of  twenty  hundred  thou- 
fand  Zechins  in  jewels.  But  making  one  of 
his  countrymen  acquainted  with  it,  the  villain 
betrayed  him  to  the  Doge,  who  caufed  him  to  be 
hangii 

Tb-it  Commonwealth  has  been  all  along  very 
-  in  difcovery  of  Plots,  and  other  mifchiefs 
intended  againft  her.  I  know  not  whether  thon 
had  heard  of  the  famous  Conspiracy  of  Tiepoli  ; 
-who,  not  content  with  the  life  and  eft  ate  of  a 
private  Gentleman,  fought  to  render  himfclf  So- 
vereign of  Venice.  A;;d  to  this  end,  insinuated 
ii  vo  the  affectk  n  v  tuoufands  of  the  ci- 

t'zcns  ;    whom    I  if:  kept     in  couibnt    penfion  for 
nine  yt-atv;  tc<;ci'          . 

him,  •'••.iries   he  had  received 

from     .     •          '•  Gentlemen.     They  were  ;;il  to 
run  with    their  .  the  ftreets  when  they 

fhould  hear  t^i-    .  -;li  uiter'd  aloud,  r.r.J 

..l(.d, 

But, 
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But,  when  the  day  was  come,  whereon  he 
was  to  put  his  defig'ns  in  execution,  and  the 
alarm  was  given  in  the  itrects,  an  old  woman 
made  fuch  'hafte  to  look  out  of  her  chamber- 
window,  to  fcj  what  was  the  occafion  of  the 
tumults,  that  (he  threw  down  an  earthen  vef- 
il-1,  which,  falling  directly  on  the  head  of  Tie- 
poli,  kill'd  him,  and  fo  put  an  end  to  the  re- 
bellion. For  which  happy  accident,  the  Senate 
fettled  a  yearly  penfion  of  a  thoufand  Zcchins 
on  the  old  woman,  during  her  lite,  and  the 
lame  to  be  paid  to  her  heirs  and  pofterity  for 
ever. 

Send  me  no  Difpatches,  till  thou  haft  received 
another  letter  from  me,  which  will  direct  thee 
what  to  do. 

Paris,  2?th  of  the  ad  Moon, 
of  the  Year   1649. 


LETTER     V. 

To  Mahummed,  Hodgia,  Dervife,  Eremite, 
Inhabitant  of  the  Prophetic  Cave  in  Ara- 
bia the  Happy. 

THE  Franks,  (who  are  more  ready  to  find 
faults  in  others,  than  to  mend  their  cnvn) 
ccnfure  the  MmTuImans,  for  extending  their  cha- 
rity to  beads,  birds,  and  fifties.  They  laugh  at 
the  alms  we  bellow  to  feed  dogs,  cats  and  other 
living  creatures ;  and  ridicule  the  tenderneis  of 
fuch  as  go  into  the  market,  and  buy  the  birds 
lhat  are  there  fold,  on  pur  pole  to  reitore  them  to 
their  native  liberty.  They  fay,  'tis  a  fufficirnt 
nkmonftradon  of  piety,  to  relieve  the  necclVitit-s 

of 
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of  men  ;  and  that,  It  is  but  a  fruitlefs  hypocrify, 
to  fhew  kindnefs  to  the  brutes,  who,  in  their 
opinion,  have  neither  fouls  nor  reafon,  and  are 
confequently  infeniible  of  our  good  offices  towards 
them. 

Thefe  are  the  charges  of  Weftern  Raillery,  the 
feoffs  of  the  obdurate,  with  which  they  load  the 
generous  Orientals,  the  hearts  transfixed  with 
univerfal  love.  What  would  they  fay,  if  they 
had  heard  of  thy  heroic  piety,  who  not  only 
afforded  protection  and  relief  to  thofe  creatures 
whereof  we  h-ave  no  need,  but  even  abftaineft 
from  the  flefh  of  all  animals,  though  the  Pro- 
phet himfelf  has  indulged  us  the  ufe  of  fome  for 
our  neccffary  food,  and  without  which  many 
plead,  That  we  cannot  fuftain  life  ?  Oh  !  ex- 
cellent man,  born  for  the  reproof  and  light  of 
the  age,  how  is  the  foul  of  our  great  Law-giver 
exhilerated,  when  he  beholds  thy  innocent  and 
unblemimed  life  ?  The  Treafury  of  Heaven  is 
cnrich'd  with  thy  good  Works,  the  fertile  har- 
veft  of  virtues,  the  hrft-fruits  of  the  purity  of  thy 
nature  !  From  thy  firft  defcent  into  that  holy 
Cave,  the  Angels,  who  regifter  the  words  of 
men,  never  heard  thee  utter  a  fyllable  that  could 
be  reprehended.  Thy  thoughts  ravifh  the  heart 
of  God  himfelf  with  joy.  The  univerfal  Spirit 
full  of  Eyes,  Watcher  of  the  Univerfe,  would 
fall  afleep,  were  it  not  rous'd  by  the  ftrong  vi- 
bration of  thy  fublime  foul.  I'hy  contempla- 
tions are  themes  for  the  College  of  thofe  who 
are  afliftant  in  forming  of  all  things.  Were  it 
not  for  fuch  as  thee,  the  Angel  of  the  firft  Motion 
would  ceafe  to  whirl  the  Globes  of  Light  through 
the  Heavens  :  The  orbs  above  would  grow  rufty, 
and  all  the  Wheels  and  Springs  of  Nature  would 
ftand  ftill.  Oh  elect  Idea,  before  whofe  purify 'd 
Effence  the  fun  himfelf  appears  full  of  blemiflies  ! 
Human  wit  cannot  find  thy  equal  on  earth  ;  Thou 
art  the  Imprefs  on  the  Seal  of  the  Prophets,  the 
Soul  of  the  Soul  of  Mahomet. 

In 
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In  thus  celebrating  thy  high  perfections,  if  1 
have  offended  thy  modefty,  thou  haft  the  good- 
nefs  to  afcribe  it  to  the  excefs  of  my  affection, 
which  carries  me  beyond  human  regards.  I 
would  fain  be  an  imitator  of  thy  incorrupt  life. 
For,  let  the  Chriftians  fay  what  they  pleafe,  I 
will  ever  efteem  Abftinence  a  divine  Virtue.  I 
have  confulted  the  Sages  of  Old,  that  I  might 
learn  what  was  the  practice  of  former  times, 
whilft  Human  Nature  was  yet  in  its  Infancy, 
before  the  manners  of  men  were  debauch'd.  I 
have  purfued  the  fele6t  writings  of  the  Ancients, 
the  records  of  truth,  and  void  of  fables.  And, 
believing  that  fuch  Memoirs  will  not  be  unwel- 
come to  thee,  I  prefume  to  lay  them  at  thy  feet, 
as  a  mark  of  that  profound  veneration  I  owe  ta 
the  Tenant  of  the  Darlingof  God. 

Thefc  Hiftorians  fay,  That  the  firft  inhabitants 
of  the  earth,  for  above  two  thoufand  years, 
liv'd  altogether  on  the  vegetable  Products  ;  of 
which  they  offer'd  the  Firft-fruits  to  God  ;  it 
being  efteem'd  an  inexpiable  wickednefs,  to  fhed 
the  Blood  of  any  Animal,  though  it  were  in  Sacri- 
fice, much  more  to  eat  of  their  Flefh.  To  this 
end,  they  relate  the  firft  Slaughter  of  a  Bull  to 
have  been  made  at  Athens,  on  this  occafion. 
The  Prieft  of  the  Town,  whofe  name  was  Dio- 
mus,  as  he  was  making  the  accuftomed  Oblation 
of  Fruits  on  an  Altar  in  the  open  Field  (for  as  yet 
they  had  no  Temples)  a  Bull  came  running  fro:n 
the  herd,  which  was  grazing  hard  by,,  and  eat 
of  the  confecrated  herbage.  Upon  wmch  Dio- 
mus  the  Prieft,  moved  with  zeal  at  the  reputed 
Sacrilege,  and  fnatching  a  fword  from  one  of 
thofe  that  were  prefent,  kill'd  the  Bull.  But, 
when  his  paffion  was  over,  and  he  confider'd  what 
a  heinous  crime  he  had  committed  ;  fearing  alfo 
the  rage  of  the  people,  he  perfuaded  them,  That 
a  God  had  appeared  to  him,  and  commanded 
him  to  offer  that  Bull  in  Sacrifice,  by  burning 
5  his 
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his  flcfh  with  fire  on  the  Altar,  as  an  atone- 
ment for  his  devouring  the  confecrated  Fruits. 
The  devout  multitude  acquiefced  to  the  words 
of  their  Prieft,  as  to  an  Oracle.  And  the  Bull 
being  flay'd,  and  fire  laid  on  the  Altar,  they 
all  afiifted  at  the  new  Sacrifice.  From  which 
time,  the  cultom  was  yearly  obfcrved  among  ths 
Athenians,  to  facrifice  a  Bull.  And  by  them 
this  method  of  religious  Cruelty  was  taught,  not 
only  to  all  Greece,  but  to  the  reft  of  the  world. 
In  procefs  of  time,  a  certain  Priori,  in  the  midft 
of  his  bloody  Sacrifice,  taking  up  a  piece  of  the 
broiled  fiefh,  which  had  fallen  from  the  Altar  on 
the  ground,  and  burning  his  fingers  therewith, 
iiiddenly  clapped  them  to  his  mouth,  to  miti- 
gate the  pain.  'But,  when  he  had  once  tafttd  the 
Iweetnefs  of  the  fat,  he  not  only  long'd  for  more 
of  it,  but  gave  a  piece  to  his  aftilfant,  and  he 
to  others;  who,  well  pleafed  with  the  new  found 
dainties,  fell  to  eating  of  flefh  greedily.  And 
hence  this  Species  of  Gluttony  was  taught  to 
other  Mortals.  Neither  is  it  material,  wnat  the 
Hebrew  Doctors  object  againft  thefe  teftimonies, 
when  they  introduce  the  Ion  of  Adam,  facrificing 
living  creatures,  in  the  Infancy  of  the  Wor-ld  ; 
fince,  thou  knoweft  many  errors  are  inferted 
in  the  written  Law,  from  whence  they  take  this 
ftory. 

They  fay  alfo,  That  the  fir  ft  Goat  that  fell  by 
fhe  hands  of  men,  was  kill'd  in  revenge  for  the 
injuries  it  had  done  the  owner  of  a  vineyard,  in 
brouzing  on  his  vines  ;  fuch  an  impious  deed, 
having  never  been  heard  of  before. 

This  is  certain,  That  the  Egyptians,  the  wifeft 
and  moft  ancient  people  in  the  world,  having 
receiv'd  from  the  firft  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  a 
Tradition,  forbidding  men  to  kill  any  living  Crea- 
ture ;  to  give  the  greater  force  to  this  privitive 
Law  of  Nature,  they  form'd  the  Images  of  their 
Gods,  in  the  Similitude  of  Benfts  ;.  That  ib  tiu 

vulgar, 
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vulgar,  ftruck  with  reverence  at  the  facred  Symbols,, 
might  learn  to  abftain  from  killing,  or  ib  much 
as  hunting  the  dumb  Animals  j  under  whofe  Forms,, 
they  reprefented  whatfoever  among  them  was 
efteemed  adorable. 

Yet,  left  any  in   his  life-time  fhould  by    acci- 
dent,   or    other  wife,   have    tranfgrefs'd    the    Law 
of  Abftinence,  they  ufed   a  kind  of  Expiation  for. 
the  Dead,  after  this   manner- :    The   Priefts  took 
the   bowels  out  of  the  belly  of  the  deceafed,  and 
putting  them  in  an   earthen  vefiel,    they  held  it 
towards  the  Sun  ;  and  calling  witnefles,  they  made 
the   following    Speech,    in  behalf  of  the   Dead : 
"  O  thou  Sun,  whofe  Empire    is    univerfal,  and 
"  all    ye  other   Powers  who  give    Life  to  Men* 
"  receive    me   into    the  fociety    of  the  immortal 
c  Gods  ;  for,  fo  long  as  I  liv'd  in  this   world,  I 
'  religioufly  perfevered  in  the  Worfhip  of  thofe 
'  Deities,    which  were    made   known  to    me  by 
'  my  Anceftors.     I  always  honoured  my  Parents, 
*  who  begat  my  body.     I  never  killed  any  Man 
1  or    Beaft,  nor  have  been    guilty  of  any    black 
4  Crime.     But  if  whilft  I  lived,  I  have  trefpafs'd 
4  in  tafting  any  of  thofe  Things  which  ate  for- 
'  bidden,    it  was   not  my  fin,    but    the  fault   of 
44  thefe   entrails,  which    are    here  feparated   from 
"  the  reft  of  my  body."    And   having   (aid    this, 
they  caft  the  veflcls  into  the  river  on   the  banks 
of  which  the  ceremony  was  perform'd,  embalm- 
ing the  reft    of  the  body  as   pure  and  free  from 
fin. 

After  the  fame  manner  the  Perfian  Magi,  or 
wife  Men,  pracVifed  Abftinence.  And,  to  imprint 
in  their  Diiciples  a  tendernefs  and  friendfhip  to- 
ward the  Beafts,  they  called  them,  according  to 
their  different  ftation,  either  lions,  hyaena's,  crows, 
eagle.-,  hawks,  &:c.  And  their  Garments  were 
painted  all  over  with  the  various  Figures  of 
Animals ;  thereby  infmuatlng,  the  Doctrine  of 
the  Soul's  Transmigration  j  and  inculcating  this 

Myilery, 
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Myrftery,  "  That  the  fpirit  of  man  enters  fuccefl 
"  lively  into  all  forts  of  bodies  :"  Which  thou. 
knoweft  is  not  remote  from  the  faith  of  true  Be- 
iicvers. 

It  would  not  be  amifs,  as  a  teftimony  of  the 
practice  of  the  Ancients,  to  infert  a  memorable 
Addrefs,  which  the  reform'd  Priefts  of  Crete  were 
wont  to  make  before  the  Altar  of  Jupiter.  "  O 
"  Divine  Governor  of  the  Hundred  Cities,  we 
"  have  led  a  holy  life,  from  the  time  that  we 
"  were  initiated  in  thy  Myfteries,  and  forfook 
the  nocturnal  Rites,  and  bloody  Feafts  of 
Bacchus  :  We  are  now  purify'd,  and  cloath 
ourfelves  in  white  Veltments,  the  Emblems 

*  of  our  Innocence  :    We    fliun   the  fociety   of 
x  polluted  mortals  ;  neither  approach  we   to  the 

*  Sepulchres  of  the  Dead,  nor  taite  of  the  Flefh 
'  of  any  Thing    which    has   been  endued  with 
'  Life." 

Such  alfo  was  of  old,  and  to  this  day  is,  the 
Abftinence  of  the  Indians;  among  whom  the 
Brachmans  perform  the  office  of  Pricuhood.  Thefe 
the  ancient  Grecians  call'd  Gymnofophifts.  They 
are  all  of  one  Race,  neither  will  they  admit  a. 
ftranger  into  their  Orders.  They,  live  {or  the 
moft  part  near  to  the  Ganges,  or  fomc  other  river,. 
for  the  Like  of  their  hvquent  Purifications.  Their 
diet  confifts  of  milk,  curdled  with  four  herbs.. 
They  feed  alfo  on  apples,  rice,  and  other  fruits 
of  the  earth  ;  efteeming  it  the  height  of  impiety 
totafteof  any  thing  that  has  life.  They  live  in 
little  huts  or  cottages  every  one  by  himfclf,  avoid- 
ing company  and  difcourfe ;  employing  all  their 
time  in  contemplations,  and  the  lervice  of  the. 
Temple.  They  efteem  this  life  but  a  neccflary 
difpenfation  of  nature,  which  they  voluntarily  un- 
dergo as  a  penance  ;  ardently  thirfring  after  the 
tiirlolution  of  their  bodies  ;  and  firmly  believing, 
That  the  Soul,  by  death,  is  relcafcd  from  its  pti- 
fon,.  and  launches  forth  into  immcnfs  liberty  and 

happineiii. 
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happincfs.  Therefore  they  are  always  chearfully 
ilifpofal  to  die,  bewailing  thofe  that  are  alive,  and 
celebrating  the  funerals  of  the  dead,  with  joyful 
folemnities  and  triumphs.  Among  their  good 
works,  it  is  accounted  an  act  of  great  reputation 
and  virtue,  to  build  Hofpititls  for  Beafts  as  well 
as  Men  :  And,  in  every  city,  there  are  great  num- 
bers of  fuch  as  fpend  all  their  life,  in  tending  on 
Tick  and  wounded  animals,  or  fuch  as  have  no 
fuftenance  elfewhere.  And,  this  is  no  novel  In- 
ftitution,  but  deliver'd  down  to  them  by  Tra- 
dition, from  immemorable  ages. 

The  Precepts  alfo  of  Triptolemus  and  Draco, 
the  moft  ancient  Law-givers  of  the  Athenians,  are 
a  teftimony  of  the  innocence  and  fmcerity  of  the 
firft  Age  :  For  they  comprehended  all  the  whole 
Syftcm  of  Piety  and  Virtue,  in  practifmg  thefefew 
rules  : 

"  Let  it  be  an  eternal  fan&ion  to  the  Athenians 
'  to  adore  the  immortal  Gods  ;  to  reverence  the 
'  departed  Heroes  ;  to  celebrate  their  praifes  with 
4  fongs  and  the  Firft-fruits  of  the  Earth  ;  to  ho- 
'  nour  their  Parents  :  and  neither  to  kill  Man  or 
'  Beaft." 

I  could  relate  to  thee  examples  of  Abftinence  in 
the  ancient  Lacedemonians,  Spartans,  Jews,  and  al- 
moft  all  nations  of  the  Eaft  :  Nor  are  there  want- 
ing fame  teftimonies  of  it  in  thefe  Weftern  parts. 
This  kingdom  of  France  was  in  old  Times  in- 
ftru&ed  by  a  kind  of  Prophets  or  Philofophers, 
whom  they  call  Druids,  who  took  up  their  ufual 
residence  under  Oaks.  Thefe  taught  the  Tranf- 
migration  of  Souls,  and  there  prefcrib'd  Abfti- 
nence from  FleSh ;  and  fhew'd  to  men,  the  me- 
thod of  worshipping  God  with  the  Firft-fruits  of 
the  Earth.  From  whence  they  failed  over  into 
Britain,  and  planted  themfelves  in  that  Ifland,  pro- 
pagating the  fame  Doctrines,  and  were  reverenced 
by  the  people  as  facred  Oracles. 

By  all  which  it  is  evident,  That  the  tender  re- 
gard, which  the  True  Faithful  have  for  the  Brutes, 
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is  no  Innovation,  or  fingular  Caprice  of  Superfti- 
tion,  but  the  primitive  rra&ice  of  the  Ancients, 
the  univerfal  Tradition  of  the  whole  Earth.  Nay, 
the  Eaftern  Chriftians,  for  the  moft  part,  live  an 
abftemious  life  ;  fuch  as  the  Grecians,  Armenians, 
Georgians,  Mingrelians,  and  others  that  are  fcat- 
ter'd  up  and  down  in  divers  parts  of  Alia.  Thefe 
following  the  Examples  and  Traditions  of  the 
Apoftles  and  Primitive  Fathers  of  their  Churches, 
either  tafte  not  at  all,  or  very  fparingly,  the  Flefti 
of  Beafts,  Birds,  and  Fifhcs.  But  the  Nazarenes 
of  the  Weft  boaft  I  know  not  of  what  liberty  they 
have,  to  eat  without  fcrupie,  of  all  things  ;  having 
the  difpenfation  of  the  Roman  Mufti,  whom  they 
call  the  Vicar  of  God,  Hence  it  is,  that  thefe 
religious  Libertines  are  not  afraid  to  gorge  them- 
felves,  even  with  the  Blood  of  f.aughter'd  Beafts  ; 
which  their  own  Law  forbids  them  to  tafte.  And 
they  prop  themfelves  up  in  their  impiety,  by  fay- 
ing, That  the  Pope  has  power  to  change  the 
Traditions  and  Ordinances  of  the  Apoftles,  and 
even  of  Jefus  the  Meffiah  himfclf.  Hence  pro- 
ceeds their  derifion  of  thofe  who  fhew  any  tender- 
nefs  of  the  Brutes  ;  for  they  are  harden'd  in  their 
gluttonous  cruelty,  and  are  but  one  remove  from  the 
moft  favage  Cannibals. 

But  thou,  holy  man  of  God,  pity  thefe  Infidefs,. 
gnd  pray  that  Mahmut  may  He  a  fujcere  Difciple 
of  thy  Purity. 

Paris,  1 6th  of  the  3d  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1649. 


LET* 
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LETTER    VL 

To  the  Kaimacham. 


I  AM  returned  to  my  former  lodging  again, 
the  cafe  of  Eliachim  being  not  fo  bad  as  my 
fears.  The  occafion  of  his  confinement  were 
certain  words  he  fpoke  againfl  the  proceedings 
of  Cardinal  Mazarini  .and  the  Court,  in  com- 
pany of  fuch  as  were  officious  to  oblige  that 
Minifter.  This  was  done  at  St.  Denys,  not 
far  from  Paris ;  where  they  immediately  caus'd 
him  to  be  taken  into  cuftody  by  the  King's 
guards,  who  quarter'd  in  that  town.  It  has 
coft  him  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  to  pur- 
chafe  his  liberty,  which  he  now  enjoys  as  be- 
fore. I  had  other  thoughts,  when  I  nrfl  heard 
the  news  of  his  being  feiz'd  ;  and  that  it  wits, 
for  feme  feditious  expre&ons  :  For  then  I  call'd 
to  mind,  how  he  had  acted  lail  year,  by  my 
order,  during  the  tumult  of  Paris  ;  and  con- 
cluded, that  fome  unlucky  accident  had  now 
betray 'd  him  :  Which,  if  it  were  fo,  would 
infallibly  bring  me  into  the  fame  danger.  This 
made  me  fo  fuddenly  change  my  habitation, 
and  put  a  flop  to  the  Difpatches  of  the  Sublime 
Porte.  Lthought  no  caution  too  much,  to  pre- 
ferve  the  affairs  of  my  cornmifTion  indemnified  ; 
and,  That  it  were  better  to  offend  in  being  too 
wary,  than  too  fecure.  If  I  have  taken  wrong^ 
mealures  in  thus  abfconding,  'tis  for  want  of* 
fuller  inflru6tion  from  my  Superiors.  I  wifh, 
they  would  honour  me  with  particular  rules,, 
in  cafe  of  fuch  emergencies ;  then  I  fhould  fleer 
my  courfe,  without  running  the  hazard  of  rocks 
and  fands.  I  have  often  delired  to  know,  whe- 
ther, 
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thcr,  if  I  were  di (covered,  I  fhould  own  my- 
felfan  Agent  for  the  Grand  Signior.  But  none 
of  the  Mmifters  have  vouch  fared  to  direct  me 
in  this  point  :  Whereby  I  may  commit  an  ir- 
reparable miftake,  if  fuch  a  thing  fhould  hr.p- 
pen. 

Adonai  the  Jew  informs  me  of  an  attempt 
lately  made  to  rob  the  Treafury  of  Venice; 
which  according  to  his  defcrmtion  is  very  rich 
and  magnificent.  He  fays,  There  are  twelve 
Crowns  of  pure  gold,  and  an  equal  numbtr 
of  breaft-plates  of  the  fame  metal,  fct  with  all 
forts  of  precious  ftones'of  ineftimable  value: 
An  hundred  vefFels  of  agate  :  Threefcore  Ser- 
vices for  the  Altar,  all  of  pure  gold,  enrich'd 
with  diamonds,  faphires,  emeralds,  and  other 
ftones  of  price.  There  is  alfo  a  Unicorn's 
horn,  above  the  purchafe  of  money.  There  are 
fourteen  unpolim'd  pearls  as  large  as  a  man's 
fift.  The  Ducal  cap  is  valued  at  a  hundred 
thoufand  Zechins  j  with  many  other  rarities,  and 
coftly  ornaments,  too  tedious  to  be  inferted  in 
a  letter. 

Certainly  fo  much  wealth  was  never  dcftin'd 
to  fall  into  the  hands  of  little  private  Thieves : 
It  is  a  booty  fit  for  Kings  and  great  Gene- 
rals, the  licens'd  Banditti  of  the  earth.  So  many 
glittering  Jewels  would  tempt  the  honefty  of  an 
Angel,  and  he  would  be  glad  to  adorn  the  apart- 
ments of  his  Heaven  with  thefe  radiant  drops  of 
the  fun  which  he  fees  on  earth. 

I  have  met  with  fome  pretty  relations  of  the 
boldnefs  of  Robbers,  but  none  that  ever  match'd 
the  bravery  of  this  entcrprize ;  which  was  no  lefs 
than  to  rob  one  of  the  inoft  potent  ftates  in  the 
world  of  her  chiefeft  treafurc. 

He   wanted    not    for   impudence,    who,    when 
the  Emperor  Charles  V.  was  removing  his  Court, 
and  all   the    Officers   were  bufy    in    packingup 
the  goods,   enter'd  the  chamber  where   the  Em- 
peror 
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peror  was ;  and,  having  made  his  pbeifances, 
fell  roundly  to  pulling  down  the  rich  hang- 
ings of  Tillue,  which  by  the  help  of  his  con- 
federates be  carried  away,  with  abundance  of 
plate  :  No  body  ever  fufpec~ting  but  that  he  was 
one  of  the  Emperor's  fervants,  'till  the  per- 
fon  came,  whofe  office  it  was  to  remove  thofe 
goods,  and  then  the  other  was  known  to  be  a 
thief. 

I  have  heard  of  a  Spaniard,  who  on  a  great 
Feftival,  when  the  Priefts  had  finim'd  the  Ser- 
vice of  the  Altar,  and  were  retired  to  their 
lodgings,  went  very  boldly  and  took  the  golden 
vcilels  oft"  the  Altar,  and  carry'd  them  away 
under  his  cloak,  as  though  he  had  been  the 
Steward  of  the  Church,  no  body  futpe&ing  any 
other. 

I  kifs  the  hem  of  thy  veft,  illuftrious  Kai- 
rnacham,  and  pray,  That  thou  may'ft  mono- 
polize the  choicelr,  biddings  of  Heaven,  and 
have  thy  fhare  of  the  riches  of  the  earth,  with- 
out danger  of  lofmg  them  to  great  or  imall 
Thieves. 


Paris,  i6th  of  the  3 d  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1649. 


LET- 
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LETTER     VII. 

To  Nathan  Bed  Saddi,  a  Jew  at  Vienna. 

NOW  thou  may'ft  continue  thy  Difpatches 
as  before.  Our  fears  are .  vanifh'd  :  Elia- 
chim  is  releafed,  and  all  things  are  in  fafety. 
Thou  haft  no  realbn  to  tax  me  with  timoroufnefs, 
in  fo  abruptly  forfaking  my  habitation,  on  the 
bare  forefight  of  far-fetch'd  poffibilities  ;  when 
thou  {halt  confider,  that  there  is  no  arming  againft 
contingencies  in  the  moment  they  arrive,  and 
that  he,  who  trufts  all  things  to  Chance,  makes 
a  lottery  of  his  life,  wherein,  for  one  happy  event, 
he  (hall  meet  with  ten  unlucky  ones.  To 
what  ufe  ferves  that  apprchenfive  t  acuity,  which 
Nature  has  pofted  as  the  Corps  du  Guard  of  our 
lives  and  fortune,  allowing  it  the  fcnies  for  fcouts 
and  fentinels  ?  To  what  end,  I  fay,  ferves  the 
watchful  Faculty,  but  to  take  the  alarm  at  doubt- 
ful emergencies,  to  rouze  our  caution,  that  fo 
we  may  make  provifion,  and  be  in  a  pofture  of 
defence,  againft  whatsoever  may  happen. 

News  came,  that  Eliachim  was  feiz'd  for  fe- 
ditious  words  againft  the  government.  I  was 
confcious,  That  both  he  and  I  had  been  guilty  of 
more  than  words  in  that  bare  kind.  7'herefore 
what  had  happen'd  to  him,  I  look  upon  as  a  due 
to  myfelf  alfo  ;  and  that  my  confinement  would 
foon  follow,  if  I  took  no  fpccdy  care  to  prevent 
it,  by  feafonable  abfconding.  This  was  the  rea- 
fon  of  my  fudden  departure,  which  cannot  juftly 
be  afcribed  to  cowardice,  fince  'twas  the  effect 
of  common  prudence. 

Now  I  am  return'd  to  my  old  lodging  again, 
where  the  joy  they  are  in,  for  the  birth  of  a  fon, 
will  not  give  them  leifure  to  reflect  on  my  af- 
fairs : 
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Tairs  :  So  that  I  am  received  by  the  hoft  with- 
out the  leaft  jealoufy  or  fufpicious  animadverHons. 
Brim-full  of  mirth,  and  jovial  thoughts,  the  good 
inan  compliments  me,  and  proclaims  his  better 
fortune  :  Invites  me  to  fit  down  with  hik  frk'nds, 
and  partake  of  the--.-gifts  of  Ceres  and  Bacchus. 
This,  thou  knoweft,  is  the  cuftom  of  the  whole 
earth  at  the  birth  of  mortals.  They  make  merry 
over  one  that  is  born  to  the  fame  miferies  as 
themfelvcs,  who,  the  firft  moment  he  draws  the 
Breath  of  Life,  is  enrolled  in  the  Regifter  of 
Death  ;  and  from  the  Womb,  makes  fwift  and 
ilirc6t  advances  to  the  Grave. 

However,  I  fat  down  with  the  reft,  to  comply 
with  the  exhilarated  humour  of  my  Hoft.  I  eat, 
I  drank,  and  feem'd  merry  with  the  company  : 
yet,  at  the  fame  time,  I  could  not  but  naufeate 
my  entertainment,  and  difdain  the  extravagant 
profufion  of  fpirit,  which  appeared  in  every  one 
of  this  vait  afTembly.  They  all  talk'd  eagerly, 
and  one  man's  words  drowned  thofe  of  another  ; 
whilft  an  univcrfal  laughter  confounded  the  fen-fe 
of  all.  Then  I  praifed,  in  myfelf,  the  modefty 
and  order  obferved  in  our  Eaftern  banquets  and 
feafts ;  where  no  uncomely  geftures  or  actions 
efcape  the  well-natur'd  guefts;  no  loud  talking 
•or  braying  like  aflcs,  but  eveiy  one  ftrives  to 
fupprefs  the  motions  and  appearances  of  a  too 
forward  and  indulgent  mirth,  and  contain  thcm- 
felves  within  the  bounds  of  a  decent  and  civil 
referve.  Such  were  the  feafts  inftituted  by  Ly- 
curgus,  among  the  ancient  Lacedaemonians  ; 
where  fuch  as  were  friends  and  acquaintance  met 
together,  and  refrefh'd  themfelves,  without  riot  and 
luxury.  They  convers'd  together  interchangeably, 
after  the  manner  of  Philofophers  or  Men  of  the 
Law  :  Difcourfing  foberly  either  of  Natural  things, 
or  Civil  affairs:  Mixing  facetious  and  witty  jcirs 
with  their  more  ferious  talk,  without  clamour, 
fcurrility,  or  giving  any  offence.  But  thefe  Weft- 
crn. people  think  themfelves  not  merry,  till  they 
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are  drunk,  nor  witty,  unlefs  they  be  rude  :  They 
play  a  thoufand  various  tricks,  like  apes,  and  the 
greateft  buffoon  is  the  beft  company. 

Wherefore,  fick  to  fee  men  fo  much  degene- 
rate from  themfelves,  I  made  my  excufes^  and 
retired  to  my  chamber,  where  I  prcfently  fet 
pen  to  paper,  to  give  thee  an  account  of  my  re- 
turn. 

If  thou  continueft  thy  former  refolution  of  fol- 
lowing the  Dictates  of  Reafon  in  Matters  of  Re- 
ligion, thou  wilt  quickly  find,  that  thy  Rabbi's 
have  taught  thee  to  believe  in  Fables,  which  ac- 
cord neither  with  Reafon  nor  common  Scnfc.  Fol- 
low the  beft  guide,  and  be  happy. 

Paris,  i6th  of  the  3d  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1649. 


LETTER     VIII. 
To  Adonai,  a  Jew  at  Venice. 

THY  pen  is  now  free  again  :  Write  as  foon 
and  as  often  as  thou  wilt;  our  fc-ars  are 
diflipated,  and  all  goes  well.  If  thou  canit  in- 
form me  of  any  more  remarkable  paflagcs  and 
adventures,  fpare  not  to  oblige  me  with  frequent 
letters  :  And,  to  encourage  thcc,  I  will  relate  to 
thee  a  ftory  which  is  recorded  in  the  Hiftories  of 
Naples. 

In  former  times  there  was  a  Statue  of  Marble 
{landing  on  the  top  of  a  mountain  in  Apulia, 
with  this  Infcription  on  the  Head,  which  was 
Brafs,  ON  MAY  DAY  AT  SUN-RISING  I  SHALL 
HAVE  A  HEAD  of  GOLD.  No  man  in  all  thofe 
parts  could  be  found,  who  was  able  to  unriddle 
the  myfterious  expreffion,  and  therefore  it  was  not 
regarded  for  many  ages.  But  at  length,  in  the 

reign 
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reign  of  a  certain  Prince,  there  was  a  Saracen, 
who  having  fcen  and  confidered  the  Statue,  with 
the  Infcription,  pronofed  to  explain  it  for  a  cer- 
tain reward.  The  Prince  hearing  of  this,  and  be- 
ing greedy  of  the  novelty,  fcnt'for  the  Saracen, 
and  bargained  with  him  for  a  thoufand  crowns 
to  unfold  this  riddle.  lie  waited  till  May- 
day came,  and  watching  the  Image  that  morn- 
ing early,  he  obferved  the  place  where  the  head 
calt  its  fhadow  juft  as  the  fun  rofe.  There  he 
ordered  certain  men  to  dig  ;  and  which  when  they 
had  done,  and  were  got  pretty  deep  in  the  earth, 
they  encounter'd  a  prodigious  treafure  of  filver, 
gold,  and  jewels  :  with  which  the  Prince  was  fo 
well  fatisfy'd  that  he  doubled  the  Saracen's  reward, 
and  fent  him  home  into  his  own  country  laden  with 
rich  prefents.  Doubtlefs  there  is  much  wealth 
buried  by  men  in  the  earth.  For  in  former  times 
they  were  of  opinion,  that  if  they  fhould  die  fud- 
denly  in  the  wars,  or  otherwife,  fuch  riches  as 
they  had  hidden  in  the  earth  would  fcrve  them  in 
the  other  world.  And  this  is  the  practice  of  the 
Indians  to  this  day,  as  my  brother  informs  me, 
who  has  been  among  them. 

Strange  blindnefs  !  that  men  mould  think  the 
immortal  Soul  needed  the  afliftance  of  filver,  gold, 
t>r  any  material  fubftance,  after  fhe  herfelf  is  di- 
verted of  the  Body,  and  become  a  naked  Spirit. 

Let  thou  and  I  have  a  nobler  Idea  of  ourfelves, 
than  to  fancy  we  fhould  be  in  want  of  the  glitter- 
ing drofs  in  that  invifible  State,  whither  we  are 
alfhaftening.  There  are  no  Money-changers  in 
that  World  of  Spirits.  If  thou  hart  fuperfluity  hide 
it  not  in  the  earth,  but  give  it  to  the  poor,  and  thou 
(hall  receive  it  again,  transformed  into  a  fubftance 
more  refined  and  radiant  than  the  ftars. 

Paris,  1 6th  of  the  jd  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1649. 


VOL.  IV.  C  L  E  T- 
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LETTER     IX. 

To  the  Reis   Effendi,   Chief  Secretary  of 
the  Ottoman  Empire. 

THE  Inteftine  Quarrels  of  the  French  feern 
to  be  like  thofe  of  Lovers,  whofe  choleric 
intervals  ferve  but  to  give  a  new  ed<',:  to  the  re^ 
turns  of  their  affection.  As  if  OIK  t,i  thef-  Paf- 
fions  was  made  to  whet  the  other,  and  make  it 
more  fprightly  :  Or,  as  if  Love  v'ould  grow  'lull 
and  feculent,  were  it  not  fametuntt  roulld  and 
fermented  by  Anger. 

But  I  believe  there  is  a  greater  myitery  in 
the  reconciliation  between  the  French  Court 
and  the  Parliament  of  Paris.  Some  ends  of 
policy  have  hafrened  both  parties  to  clap  up 
a  Peace,  while  the  fecret  rancour  remains  un- 
purged. 

Perhaps  the  union  of  fo  many  Princes  and 
Nobles,  with  the  Parliament,  might  incline  the 
Queen  to  milder  councils  than  her  own  Spa- 
nim  Genius.  Befides,  the  conjunction  of  the 
other  Parliaments  of  the  Kingdom,  the  revolt 
of  Normandy,  Gafcoignc,  and  Provence,  with 
many  eminent  Citie%  were  very  prevailing  mo- 
tives. But  that,  which  was  of  greatfftYorce, 
was,  the  want  of  money  and  men  to  carry 
on  a  war,  which  could  not  be  raifed  without 
vaft  difficulty,  during  thefe  public  alienations. 

Whatever  were  the  inducements,  a  Peace  was 
concluded  about  the  latter  end  of  the  third  Moon, 
at  a  place  called  Ruel,  not  far  from  Paris,  where 
the  King  has  a  Houfe  of  Plcafure,  feated  in  the 
miJft  of  a  little  Paradife.  In  one  of  my  let- 
ters to  the  Kaimacham,  I  formerly  d  ftribed  the 
King's  Houfe  and  Garden  at  St.  Germain  en 

Lay. 
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Lay.  This  is  but  a  little  Chiofe  or  bower,  in  com- 
parifon  of  that  {lately  Palace.  Yet  what  is  want- 
ing in  the  grandeur  of  the  fabric,  is  fupplied  in  its 
elegant  contrivance,  and  the  richnefs  of  its  orna- 
ments. And  as  for  the  Garden,  it  comes  not  far 
fhort  of  the  other,  there  being  in  it  all  manner  of 
curious  water- works,  groves,  folitudes,  foun- 
tains, ftatues,  and  whatfoever  the  ingenuity  of 
thefe  Weftern  artifts  could  fuggeft,  as  proper  to  ren- 
der this  place  agreeable  to  the  melancholy  humour 
of  the  late  Queen-Mother,  Mary  de  Medicis,  to 
whom  it  belonged  during  her  life. 

When  you  enter  this  delicious  Eden,  your  eyes 
and  ears  are  prefently  deceived  by  the  counterfeit 
notes  and  motions  of  all  kinds  of  birds,  which  per- 
petually (ing  as  the  water  tunes  their  throats.  A 
little  farther  you  fee  feveral  old  gentile  ftatues 
adorning  two  fountains  :  and  among  the  reft  a  Cro- 
codile, big  as  the  life,  who,  by  the  harmony  he 
makes,  feems  to  have  a  concert  of  mufic  in  his 
belly,  as  regular  and  as  fweet  as  that  of  the  Italian 
focicty  at  Conftantinople,  which  thou  haft  often 
heard. 

As  we  depart  from  this,  full  of  complacency  and 
admiration  at  the  exquifitc  imitation  of  Nature  in, 
thefe  contrivances,  we  fall  infcnftbly  into  a  place 
exactly  like  that  the  Poets  defcribe,  when  they  fpeak 
of  Elifium.  It  is  a  grove,  the  tops  of  whofe  trees 
are  fo. thick  interwoven,  that  the  fun  appears  no 
otherwife  through  them,  than  as  if  hs  were  behind 
a  cloud,  or  an  Eclipfe.  So  that  the  darknefs  of  this 
place,  and  folemn  murmur  the  winds  make  on  high 
among  the  tops  of  the  trees,  fills  it  with  a  kind  of 
fa c red  horror  ;  which  has  often  made  me  think  this 
Wildernefs  fomethinjj  like  that  which  Hiftorians 
defcribe,  when  they  ipcak  of  the  Avenues  to  the 
Temple  of  Jupiter  Ammon  in  Egypt.  For  in  the 
very  center  of  the  Grove  ftands  the  Houfe  ;  a  place 
one  would  think  fitter  for  a  Convent  than  a  Prince's 
Court.  At  beft  it  appears  but  like  a  Royal  Hermi- 
tage, a  Cell  contecrated  to  Kingly  Melancholy. 

C  2  I  could 
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I  could  not  forbear  making  this  digrcflion  when  I 
mention'd  Ruel  to  be  the  place  where  the  Peace  was 
concluded  between  the  Court  and  the  Parliament : 
This  Encomium  is  a  tribute  which  I  owed  for  the 
fatisfa&ion  and  pleafure  I  have  ofien  received  in  this 
Retirement.  Befidcs,  I  thought  an  Idea  of  fuch  a 
garden  would  not,be  unwelcome  to  thee  who  art  a 
lover  of  Solitude. 

The  Coadjutor  of  Paris,  who  is  an  Archbifhop, 
is  h'ghly  affronted  that  this  Peace  was  concluded 
without  him,  who  had  a  chief  hand  in  beginning 
the  war.  He  labours  to  inflame  the  people  again, 
and  reduce  all  to  the  old  confufion,  being  an  irre- 
concileable  enemy  of  Cardinal  Mazarini.  So  that 
we  expect  another  infurre&ion  in  a  fhort  time  :  for 
the  French  cannot  be  long  idle. 

Happy  Miniikr,  I  leave  thee  under  the  wings  of 
that  Spirit  which  guards  the  Elect,  and  bid  thee 
farewell. 

Pails,  i5th  of  the  4th  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1649. 


LETTER     X. 

To  Dgnct  Ogbu. 

£"  H  A  L  L  I  tell  thee  I  mourn  for  the  death  of 

.   »  ou-   fiic-nd  Kgry  Boinou,  -whom  thou   fay'lr  a 

•     : .  hV  from   us  the  firft  day  of  the  Moon 

hat  Fever  it  feems,  was  the  c-flvct  of  his 

and  cxcdlive   grief  for  the   lofs  of  his 

that  we  m.-y  fay,  he  has  bctn  dying  ever 

.   e  i:--'i:r  that  f.ital  Sentence  was  put  in  exe- 

\n.1,  fliall  we  grudge  our  friend  a  releafe 

;o  lingering  a  death  ?  At  beft,  it  was  but  the 

Winter 
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"Winter  of  life  wrapped  up  in  clouds  and  dark - 
nefs  :  Now,  like  the  Serpent,  he  has  caft  his  fiough,. 
lifts  up  his  head  with  new  vigour,  fpcrts  himfelf  in 
the  meadows  of  Paradile,  and  balks  in  the  warmth 
of  an  eternal  Spring. 

'Twill  not  therefore  be  a  mark  of  our  affe&ion  to 
him,  but  only  a  difcovery  of  our  felf-love  to  con- 
dole the  occafion  of  his  happinefs,  becaufe  it  has 
leflencd  ours,  by  robbing  us  of  his  beloved  company 
and  friendfhip.  Btftdes,  we  know  not  but  that  he 
may  ftill  continue  to  be  our  friend,  even  in  that  in- 
vifible  State;  and  either  manage  our  intereft  above,, 
or  at  leaf!  protect  us  from  danger  here  below.  We 
are  ignorant  of  the  Laws  and  Conftitutions  of  that 
Kingdom  of  Spirits  ;  and,  for  aught  we  know,  the 
fouls  of  juftmen,  after  death,  may  become  the  Tu- 
telar Genii,  or  Guardian  Angels  of  their  furviving 
friends  and  relations.  Let  it  be  how  it  will,  doubt- 
lefs  Egry  is  immortal  and  happy,  and  'twill  be  envy 
in  us  to  repine  at  it.  Rather  let  us  congratulate 
the  time  of  his  deceafe  as  the  day  of  his  nativity,  and, 
leave  Mourning  to  the  crowd  of  mortals,  who  do  a,, 
thoufand  things  without  ever  thinking  what  they 
are  about.  They  tread  in  the  fteps  of  their  fa- 
thers, never  examining  whether  they  be  right  or 
wrong !  Cuftom  and  education  haveal  mod  banifhed 
reafon  from  the  earth.  Is  it  not  a  pleafant  fpe&a- 
cle  to  fee  the  kindred  of  zm  old  rich  Miter  (for 
whofe  death  they  had  long  waited,  like  Harpies 
for  their  Prey)  now  Hock  about  his  lifelefs  carcafe,, 
howling  out  a  thoufand  forced  lamentations  ; 
whilfr,  in  the  mean  time,  their  blood  dances  in 
their  veins  for  joy  ?  Yet  however,  this  carries  a 
fhew  of  civili/,'d  manners,  and  is  better  than  the 
barbarous  cuftom  of  the  Scythians  and  Maflagetes,, 
who,  when  their  old  men  grew  ufelcfs  and  trouble- 
fome,  were  wont  to  facrifice  them,  and  make  a 
banquet  with  their  flefh  ;  or  the  Thebarenes,  who 
threw  their  aged  friends  alive  down  precipices. 
Theft  were  Savages;  but  much  more  fo  were  the 
C  3  Hyrca- 
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Hyrcanians  and  Ba&rians,  who  cafl  their  aged  pa- 
rents, yet  living,  to  be  devoured  by  dogs  ;  which 
inhumanity,  when  Stafanor  the  Deputy  of  Alex- 
ander the  Great  endeavoured  to  fupprefs,  they  had 
like  to  have  depofed  him  from  the  Government  : 
So  prevalent  is  the  force  of  a  received  cuftom  on  the 
minds  of  the  unthinking  herd. 

Let  thou  and  I  therefore  not  fupinely  take  up 
with  common  practices  ;  but,  like  men  of  reafon, 
let  us  adjuft  the  laft  offices  we  owe  to  our  friend, 
whilft  we  pour  forth  fome  devout  Oraifons  for  the 
health  of  his  foul,  without  dilturbing  his  and  our 
own  repofe  with  fruitlefs  lamentations.  And,  fmce 
we  are  bereaved  of  his  fociety  on  earth,  let  us  pre- 
pare to  follow  him,  and  render  ourfelves  agreeable 
company  at  our  next  rendezvous  in  Heaven. 

It  was  an  unjuftifiable  rigour  in  Sultan  Ibrahim 
to  deprive  him  of  his  eyes,  becaufe  he  had  only 
caft  them  unhappily  on  one  of  the  Sultana's  as  (he 
enter'd  the  garden.  This  jealoufy  is  the  peculiar 
vice  of  the  Eaft.  Yet  they  are  more  fevere  in 
Perfia,  where  'tis  prefent  death  to  be  within  two 
leagues  of  the  King's  women  when  they  travel  the 
road.  But  I  never  knew  that  Eunuchs  were  thus 
punifh'd.  Or  is  there  fuch  a  difference  between 
a  white  and  a  black  Eunuch,  that  the  One  deferves 
to  lofe  his  eyes  for  beholding  that  by  chance, 
which  the  Other  is  honourably  rewarded  for 
having  accefs  to  and  feldom,  being  out  of  their 
fight. 

This  was  the  woril  Punifhment  that  Saleucus, 
the  Law-giver  oftheLocricins,  impofedon  them  that 
•were  actually  caught  in  adul  cry  ;  which  puts  me 
in  mind  of  a  notable  inftance  of  this  man's  jultice: 
For  when  his  own  fon  \vas  act  u fed,  ami  proved 
guilty  of  this  crime  ;  at  once  K>  (hew  the  Tt.nder- 
ntfs  ofN  a  Father,  and  the  incorruptible  Severity 
of  a  Judge,  he  fir  ft  caufed  one  of  his  owu  eyes  to 
be  put  out,  and  then  one  of  his  Son'.s  :  Thus  taking 
en  hinifcif  hdf  the  penally,  that  fo  the  Luw  might 

be 


A  SPY  AT  PARIS.  31 

be  fatkfied  in  the  whole,  and  yet  his  fon  not  be  to- 
tally deprived  of  his  fight. 

Thou  tdleft  me  no  news  of  our  armies,  nor 
wh.it  alterations  have  been  made  amongft  the 
Miniitcrsof  the  Porte  fince  the  death  of  Sultan  Ibra- 
him. We  have  various  reports  here,  and  lome  fay 
that  the  new  Vizir  Azem  will  be  no  long-liv'd 
man.  I  delire  thee  to  w.ite  often  to  me,  and  fend 
what  intelligence  thou  can  It. 

Let  nothing  flip  the  knot  which  has  fattened  us 
Ib  many  years  together  in  an  entire  friendship  :  but 
Je;  us  carry  that  Magnet  with  us  to  our  graves  j 
that,  at  what  diftance  foever  we  may  be  buried, 
our  fouls  may,  by  the  force  of  that  attractive,  find 
one  anothe  out,  and  converfe  together  in  that  re- 
gion of  Silence  and  Shadows. ... 

Paris,  9th  of  the  5th  Moon, 
oi  the  Year  1 649 , 


LETTER    XI. 

To  the  Captain  Baffa. 

TKnow  not  where  this  letter  may  find  thce  j  on 
the  fhore,  or  at  fea.  If  thou  art  in  the  watry 
Wildernefs,  I  have  no  art  to  trace  thee.  There 
are  no  certain  roads  on  that  inconftant  element. 
It  is  a  mighty  plain,  without  path  or  track.  And 
though  there  be  certain  ftages  in  it,  yet  thy  arrival 
at  them  is  timed  at  the  pleafure  of  the  winds  and 
waves,  which  will  not  obey  even  the  order  thou 
haft  received  from  the  Grand  Signior,  Lord  of  the 
Four  Seas.  Perhaps  thou  art  in  purfuit  of  fome 
Venetian  mips,  or  other  Chriitian  veffels,  the  Cor- 
fairs  of  the  Mediterranean.  Or  thou  may'ft  be 
careening  thy  fleet  in  ibme  fecurer  retreats  of  the 
C  4  Archi- 
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Archipelago.  Thou  may'ft  he  within  a  minute  of 
a  Wreck,  or  juft  entering  a  harbour.  Where-ever 
thou  ar  ,  may  heaven  preferve  thce  from  the  dan- 
gen  which  always  threaten  fuch  as  truft  their  lives 
to  a  piece  of  wood  ;  for  there  will  he  great  need  of 
thee,  if  our  intelligence  be  true  in  thefe  parts. 

It  is  reported  here,  that  the  Cofiacks,  Circaf- 
fians,  M'ngrelians,  and  other  People  who  border 
on  the  Black  Sea,  and  obey  not  the  Law  brought 
down  from  Heaven,  nr  •  entered  into  a  League  againft 
the  Blefled  Porte,  and  have  cover'd  thofe  Seas  with 
a  mighty  fleet :  while  the  Prince  of  Georgia  rufhcs 
down  from  his  mountains  with  an  army  of  forty 
thoufand  Armenians,  Perlians,  and  borderers  of 
Mount  Caucaius  :  That  the  former  have  taken  a 
thoufand  of  our  trading  Saicks,  and  are  advanced 
as  far  as  the  Ferry  of  the  Bull,  which  thou  knowdt 
is  but  fix  hours  fail  from  the  Imperial  city  :  That 
the  latter  have  made  incuifions  into  the  Terri- 
tories of  the  Grand  Signior  ;  put  all  to  the  f\vorJ 
who  refilled  them  as  they  nurch'd  along  ;  burned 
and  laid  wafte  the  country  ;  and  that  all  the  Greeks 
and  Armenians  flock  to  them,  threatening  an  uni- 
verfal  defection  from  the  Ottoman  Empire. 

As  to  the  truth  of  thefe  reports,  I  can  afccrtain 
nothing,  but  am  inclined  to  believe  the  ColTacks 
are  troublefome  at  fea,  and  that  they  may  have 
drawn  fome  of  their  neighbours  into  a  League,  thofe 
pilfering  Nations,  who  live  by  rapine  and  fpoil  on 
both  elements.  Our  fmall  veflels  trading  on  the 
Black  Sea,  full  of  riches  and  empty  of  arms,  muft 
needs  be  a  temptation  to  thofe  Pirates,  who  are  the 
moft  dexterous  at  a  robbery,  and  the  boldeft  fellows 
in  the  world.  The  Merchants  of  thefe  Parts,  who 
have  had  fome  traffic  at  Cuffa,  and  othec  towns  on 
the  banks  of  the  Black  Sea,  give  a  frightful  de- 
fcription  of  thofe  tcmpeftuous  waters,  and  no  good 
character  of  the  People  that  border  on  them.  The 
Coflacks,  they  fay,  are  valiant  and  mercenary  ;  the 
Circaflians  hardy  and  holds  the  Mingrclians  fly 

and 
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and  crafty  \  and  the  Georgians  of  an  Aftral  com- 
plexion, capable  of  all  virtues  and  vices.  The  Firft 
leldom  acl:  u nlefs  encouraged  by  the  King  of  Po- 
land, or  the  Czar  of  Mufcovy  ;  and  then  they  are 
content  with  their  pay,  and  the  lawful  plunder  of" 
.war.  The  Second  are  never  idle  when  there  is- 
hope  of  prey,  whether  they  fight  their  own  caufe,, 
or  are  employed  by  others,  and  fear  neither  hunger,, 
cold,  nor  any  other  extremity  for  the  fake  of  a  prize.. 
The  Third  are  good  at  a  Stratagem,  and  would' 
fteal  a  man's  teeth  out  of  his  gums,  if  he  be  not 
wary  ;  great  cowards,  yet  be  dcfperate  in  their 
own  defence,  when  they  fee  no  Medium  between; 
fighting  and  death.  As  for  the  Fourth,  they  feem- 
to  be  a  kind  of  mungrels,  a  medley  race,  whofe- 
character  is  compounded  of  the  other  Three. 

They  are  ftout  and  witty,  dexterous  at  a  cheat, 
and  no  bunglers  at  an  ingenious  theft;  great 
lyars,  full  of  compliments  and  external  civilities,, 
but  perfidious  and  implacable  in  their  revenges. 

Yet  after  all,  I  cannot  believe  the  Prince  of  this 
country,  who  is  a  Tributary  to  the  King  of  Perfia, 
would  venture  his  Government  at  two  fuch  def- 
perate  {rakes,  by  breaking  the  Peace  conclu-ded  by 
his  Sovereign  with  the  Grand  Signior,  and  fo 
drawing  upon  himfelf  the  vengeance  of  them  both. 
Therefore,  he  is  either  fecretly  abetted  by  that  Mo- 
i  arch,  or  elfe  the  news  is  falfc.. 

Would'ft  thou  know  how  this1  country  came  to« 
be  fubjecl  to  the  Crown  of  Perfia  ?   It  was  con- 
quered by  Ifhrnael  Sophi,  to  whom  thePerfian  Hr- 
ftorians,  in  flattery,  give  the  Epithet  of  Great.  He 
was   the  Firft  of  that  Name,  and  of  the  Perfian? 
kings,  that  refufed  to  obey  the  Orthodox  Succeflbrs 
of  the  Sent  of  God,     This  Prince  was  valiant  in 
the  field,  and  no  coward  at  wine,,  if  we  may  be-- 
lieve  one  of  his   Courtiers,  .who  wrote  Memoirs, 
of  his  Life.     He  records  fifteen  battles,  wherein- 
he  always  got  the  victory  ;  and  twice  that  number- 
of.  Royal  Debauches,  when  he  (hewed  the  ftrength 


34          LETTERS  WRIT    BY 

of  his  brain  in  the  company  of  foreign  Ambafladors ; 
with  whom  he  would  always  caroufe,  before  they 
departed  his  Court,  that  he  might  found  the  depth 
of  their  inftru&kms  ;  for,  none  were  able  to  cope 
with  him  at  the  juice  of  the  grape.  And  he  always 
eiteemcd  that  liquor  a  friend  to  truth. 

If  he  fufpecled  his  Minifters  of  State,  or  any  of 
the  Governors  of  Provinces,  he  ufed  to  invite  them 
to  a  Banque  ;  where,  in  the  midit  of  his  drinking, 
he  unravell'd  their  fecret  inclinations  and  coun- 
cils ;  being  the  moft  dexterous  at  picking  the 
locks  of  a  man's  heart,  of  any  one  living.  They 
never  went  alive  from  his  prefence,  if  by  one  falie 
ftep  in  their  carriage,  tho'  it  were  but  a  word  too 
paffionate,  or  a  look  Ids  compofed  to  refignation, 
he  could  difcover  or  frame  to  himfelf  the  grounds 
of  a  jufl  jealoufy.  It  being  ever  his  Maxim,  "  That 
*'  credulity  was  the  only  vice  that  could  ruin  a  happy 
"  Prince."  He  had  another  faying  alfo,  "ThatPtriia 
*'  was  fertile  of  men,  but  barren  of  faithful  officers." 
I  cannot  admire  thefe  cruel  flrains  of  policy  : 
Yet  Kings  have  reafons  for  their  actions  and  words, 
which  we  cannot  comprehend.  The  Philofophers 
iay,  ''That  wine  was  given  us  by  the  Gods,  to  mi- 
"  tigate  our  cares  ;  and,  for  a  time,  to  make  us  equal 
*'  to  their  Divinkies,  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  our- 
*'  felves."  And  though,  as  a  Munulman,  I  am  not 
bound  to  fubfcribe  to  the  Principles  of  Pagans ; 
yet,  as  a  man,  partaker  of  flcfh  and  blood,  I  think, 
he  doubly  mifufes  that  liquor,  who  perverts  it  to 
the  ends  of  cruelty. 

But  this  Monarch  had  other  thoughts,  when,  by 
the  affiltance  of  other  Georgian  forces,  having 
fubdu'd  the  Regions  bordering  on  the  Cafpian  Sea,, 
at  that  time  in  the  hands  of  the  Ottomans,  he  in- 
vited the  King  of  Georgia  to  his  Tent,  under 
pretence  of  a  feftival  joy  for  their  mutual  fuccefs. 
The  unwary  Prince,  truiting  on  his  own  merit, 
and  the  faith  of  his  neighbour,  ventures  himfelf 
Hith  a  fmaU  &uaid  to  the  cump  of  Hhrnael.  The 

Perfian 
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Perfian  entertained  him  with  all  the  outward  de- 
monftrations  of  affedlion  and  gratitude,  for  his 
repeated  aids  :  But  in  the  end  of  theFeaft,  taking 
exceptions  at  fome  words  the  King  of  Georgia 
fpoke,  in  praife  of  his  own  foldiers,  he  com- 
manded his  Eunuchs  to  feize  on.  him,  and  cany 
him  to  the  Tent  of  the  Unfortunate,  ( fo  they  called 
the  Pavilion  or  Cage  of  the  Grandees  fallen  into 
difgrace.)  Then  he  gave  fwi ft  orders  for  the  Geor- 
gian Soldiers  to  be  manacled.  And  having  thus 
cone,  he  beftowed  the  Government  of  Georgia  on 
ene  Luarzab,  on  condition,  That  he  and  his  fuc- 
celfors  would  embrace  the  Faith  of  Hali,  and  pay 
Tribute  to  the  Crown  of  Pcrfia. 

From  this  Luarzab  has  the  Government  of  Geor- 
gia deicended,  not  in  a  Line  of  Blood,  but  at  the 
pleafure  of  the  Perfian  King,  to  him  who  now  holds 
it,  Shanavas-Chan  ;  who,  I  believe,  has  more  wit 
than  to  hazard  his  poileilions  for  the  fake  of  a 
Chimera. 

In  thus  roving  from  my  firft  point  thou  can  ft  not 
blame  me,  fince  thou  thyfelf  adleft  by  the  rules  of 
Navigation,  which  vary  according  to  the  byafs  of 
the  Needle.  Thou  followeft  one  Magnet,  and  I 
another  ;  yet  let  us  both  meet  in  the  center  of  duty 
we  owe  the  Grand  Signior. 

Paris,  a^d  of  the  6ih  Moon, 
of  t'uc  Year  1*49- 


LET- 
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LETTER    XII. 

To  Cara   Hali,    Phyfician    to    the   Grand 
Signior. 

THOU  wilt  fay,  'tis  an  unmannerly  way  of 
congratulating  thy  new  advance,  to  begin  my 
addrefs  with  complaints.  Yet  Friendship  over- 
looks Punctilio's.  'Tis  not  the  firft  time  I  have 
trefpalTed  on  thy  generous  temper.  I  am  indif- 
pofed,  and  cannot  a<5l  the  Courtier,  though  I  am 
ravifhed  to  hear  the  news.  It  is  fome  fupport  to 
my  languifhing  Spirits,  thatwhilft  lam  crumbling 
and  dwindling  away  into  the  little  Principles  of 
which  I  was  made,  thou  my  friend,  art  growing 
in  the  Bulk  of  mortal  Greatnefs,  in  the  favour  of 
eur  glorious  Sultan. 

However,  I  cannot  but  fufpe&  the  pretended 
tindnefs  of  him  who  raifed  thee,  I  mean  the  new 
Vizir;  neither  haft  thou  much  reafon  to  take  this 
fudden  reconciliation  for  any  other  than  a  mafk  of 
his  old  malice.  He  cannot  forget  the  quarrel  be- 
tween thy  father  and  him,  on  the  account  of  Dara 
Mtfock,  the  Lieutenant-General  of  the  Janizaries ; 
when  the  brave  eld  Cheik  put  a  flop  to  the  dc- 
figned  revenge  of  this  unhuman  upftart. 

AfTure  thyself,  That  he  who  has  made  the  fteps 
to  the  grandeur  he  now  polTefles,  o'er  the  neck  of 
his  Mailer,  will  not  fpare  any  from  whofe  wit  or 
power  he  may  fear  a  mock.  And  he  knows  both 
f>y  experience  and  intcreft  too  great,  not  to  miftruft 
the  fon  of  his  enemy. 

Befides,  the  eminent  command,  thy  brother  has 
over  the  Spahi's,  mull  needs  be  an  additional  cau- 
tion to  the  man,  whofe  name  founds  no  where  fa. 
jfwoet!y,  as  in  the  Chamber  of  the  Janizaries. 

Thou  art  fenfvhle,  that  the  newly  reviv'd  ani- 
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mofity  between  thefe  Military  Orders  threatens  a 
calamity  to  the  Ottoman  Empire,  which  cannot  he 
diverted  without  a  facrifice  on  one  fide  or  other. 
And,  fince  the  Spahi's  have  engaged  fo  many  po- 
tent BafTa's  in  their  quarrels,  who  can  expect  to 
fall,  but  the  mighty  Favourite  of  the  Infantry? 

He  knows  this  very  well ;  and  to  prevent  his  own 
ruin,  refolves  on  thine  and  thy  brother's.  Thine 
under  the  mafque  of  friendfhip,  till  by  his  wheedle 
he  has  drawn  thy  brother  to  Conftantinople ;  where 
he  will  not  fail  to  be  ft'rangled,  that  fo  a  Creature 
of  the  Vizir  may  be  promoted  in  his  room  :  And 
what  will  become  of  thee  after  this,  I  leave  to  thy 
own  judgment. 

Perhaps  thou  wilt  defpife  the  advice  of  a  fick 
man,  and  impute  my  fears  to  an  excefs  of  Melan- 
choly ;  from  which  diftemper,  thou  knoweft,  I  am 
feldom  free.  But  I  tell  thee,  my  Reafon  labours 
under  no  Hypocondriac^difcrders,  tho'  my  Body 
may.  I  am  no  Enthuiiaft  when  I  counfel  my 
friend  to  avoid  an  apparent  danger.  However,  rf 
thou  thinkeft  it  needlefs  for  me  to  bufy  myfelf  in 
fuch  cafes,  I  have  done.  But  I  fhall  never  ceafe 
to  pray  for  thy  profperity  as  often  as  I  comply  with 
the  Law,  in  kitting  the  floor  five  Times  a  day, 
and  repeating  the  appointed  Oraifons  of  Faith. 

Methinks,  when  I  write  to  thee  now,  my  pen  is 
at  a  lofs  :  I  am  puzzled  for  a  flyle  fuitable  to  thy 
new  honour,  and  our  old  friendfhip. 

But,  if  I  take  tso  much  liberty,  afcribe  it  to  the 
fincerity  of  my  affection,  which  knows  not  how  to 
be  referv'd  or  ftrange  to  a  perfon,  whom  once  I 
could  call  my  other  felf:  For  no  wider  is.the  de- 
fiance between  friends. 


Paris,  5th  of  the  yth  Moon, 
«f  the  Year  1643. 
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LETTER     XIII. 

To  Chiurgi  Muhamet,  BafTa. 

I  Know  not,  whether  what  I  am  gofng  to  re- 
late will  be  news  to  thee,  or  to  any  of  the 
Minifters  refiding  at  the  Sublime  Porte.  How- 
evcrj  'tis  fo  to  me,  and  I  am  commanded  to 
conceal  nothing  of  any  moment  that  comes  to  my 
ears. 

Mahomet,  eldeft  fon  to  Achmet,  the  Dey  of 
Tunis,  is  now  at  Rome,  having  embraced  the 
Chriftian  Religion.  People  relate  varioufly  the 
motives  that  induced  h  m  to  this  change.  Some 
fay,  'twas  intereft,  he  having  held  a  pmate  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  Viceroy  of  Sicily,  who  pro- 
mifed  him,  in  the  King  of  Spain's  name,  to  make 
him  Lord  of  feveral  large  Territories  in  the  Weft 
Indies. 

Others  fay,  'twas  difcontcnt  at  his  father's 
government,  and  auflerc  carriage  towards  him  ;. 
the  old  man  having  forced  him  to  marry  the 
jpafTa  of  Tripoli's  daughter  againft  his  inclina- 
tion. 

But  the  greateft  part  afcribe  this  change  in 
Religion  to  the  force  of  his  Confcience  j.  which 
they  fay,  was  convinced  by  a  Miracle,  of  the 
truth  of  the  Chriftian  Faith.  F  r,  as  they  re- 
late, being  once  at  fc.i  in  a  Veflel,  wherein  were 
many  Chriftians,  and  a  dreadful  tempeft  arifmg,  the 
mariners,  who  were  all  MufTulnians,  feeing  the 
bavock  that  the  winds  and  waves  had  made  of 
the  (hip-tackle,  gave  over  all  for  loft,  and  faint- 
ing under  fo  much  labour,  watching,  and  ter- 
ror as  they  had  undergone,  lay  down,  and  let 
the  fhip  drive  whcre-ever  the  ftorm  would  carry 
her*.  But  there  being  a  Chriftian  Prieft  aboard, 

efteemed 
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efteemed  a  very  holy  and  blamelcfs  man,  he 
excited  the  Chriftians  to  appeafe  the  wrath  of 
God  by  fome  extraordinary  a&s  of  Devotion. 
Then  they  all  made  a  folemn  Procefiion  on  the 
decks  of  the  Ship,  the  Prieft  carrying  before 
them  that  which  they  call  the  Sacrament,  im- 
ploring the  mercy  of  God,  and  often  calling- 
on  Jefus  and  Mary.  When  behold,  as  the 
Prieft  flood  aloft  on  the  Poop,  reading  aloud 
part  of  the  Gofpel,  the  florin,  fuddenly  ceafed, 
the  clouds  were  difpers'd,  the  air  grew  ferene 
and  calm,  and  the  veflel  got  fafe  into  har- 
bour. Upon  this,  they  fay,  Mahomet,  when 
he  came  afhore,  took  that  Prieft  along  with 
him,  defiring;  to  be  inftructed  in  the  Chriflian 
Belief ;  making  a  vow  alio.  That  he  would  re- 
nounce the  law  of  the  Mufiulmans,  and  embrace 
that  of  Jefus. 

This  is  what  fuch,  as  are  zealous  for  the 
honour  of  the  Chriftian  Faith,  relate  concern- 
ing this  Prince's  convcrfion.  However  it  be, 
it  is  certain,  that  he  privately  made  his  efcape 
from  Tunis  by  fea,  and  bent  his  courfe  di- 
rectly for  Sicily ;  where  in  a  few  days  he  land- 
ed, and  was  received  by  the  Viceroy,  accord- 
ing to  the  Dignity  of  a  Prince.  A  while  after,  he 
was  baptiz'd  by  an  Archbifhop,  who  gave  him  the 
name  of  Don  Philippe,  by  which  he  is  called  in 
all  places. 

They  fay,  he  was  a  little  fczndalizcd  at  firlt, 
when  he  faw  with  what  freedom  the  Sicilian 
women  appeared  abroad  in  the  ftreets,  and 
converfed  with  men  ;  but  that  afterwards,  he 
took  a  great  delight  in  their  company,  efpecially 
thofe  that  could  Ting  well,  or  play  on  any  in>- 
flrument  of  Mufic,  to  which  ho  is  much  ad- 
dicted. And  thertfore,  he  chufes  to  frequent 
thofe  Temples,  where  their  Service  is  perform,- 
ed  with  variety  of  excellent  Mufic,  as  it  is 
in  all  great  cities.  And  for  aught  we  know, 

the 
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the  character,  which  the  Chriftian  Prieft  gave 
him  of  this  harmonious  manner  of  worfhiping 
God,  might  have  no  fmall  influence  on  a  man 
naturally  affected  with  that  Science.  Certain- 
ly mufic  has  a  mighty  force  to  our  affection  j 
and  it  is  a  Proverb  here  in  the  Weft,  "  That 
"  he,  who  does  not  love  mufic,  has  no  foul." 
One  of  the  ancient  Philofophers  defined  the 
Soul  Ltfelf  to  be  an  Harmony.  And  another 
was  fo  fenfible  of  the  various  effects  of  this 
Science,  in  raifmg  different  paflions  in  men,, 
that  he  left  as  an  Aphorifm,  "  Such  as  the 
"  mufic  is,  fuch  are  the  People  of  a  Com- 
"  mon  wealth."  Whence  it  was  the  great  care 
of  fuch  as  took  upon  them  to  form  the  man- 
ners of  Youth,  that  no  tunes  fhould  be  played 
in  their  hearing,  which  naturally  provoked  to 
levity  and  wantonnefs  ;  but  grave  and  martial' 
ftrains,  fuch  as  prompted  herioc  thoughts,  and 
difpofed1  them  to  virtue.  The  Italians  are 
great  Mailers  of  this  Science  ;  and  the  airs 
which  they  compofe  for  their  Church  Ser- 
vice are  very  deep  and  ravifhing.  Which  caufes 
their  new  pr.ofelyte  Don  Philippe,  to  pafs- 
hia  time  very  attentively,  during  the  cele- 
bration of  the  High  Mafs  and  their  Even- 
Song.  They  report,  that  he  will  turn  Je- 
luit. 

He  went  from  Sicily  loaden  with  gifts  and 
prefents,  and  came  to  Rome,  the  feat  of  the 
Chriftians  chief  Mufti,  whom  they  call  the 
Pope.  He  is  much  honoured  and  carefled  by 
the  Holy  Father,  and  all  the  Cardinals,  who 
have  told  him  fo  many  fair  things  of  the  Na- 
xarene  Faith,  and  (hewed  him  fo  many  facred: 
Relicks  of  Antiquity,  that  he  thinks  himfelf  al- 
realy  within  the  Verge  of  Heaven,  and  that 
Rome  is  no  other  than  the  Suburbs  of  Para- 
dife.  There  is  fomething  very  charming  and 
frveet  in  the  converfation  of  the  Chriftian  Pre- 
lates,, 
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lates,  if  they  be  men  of  learning,  as  moft  ge- 
neral ly  they  are.  A"d  'tis  no  wom'er  that  furh 
polite  company  mould  prevail  much  on  the 
flexible  temper  of  a  young  Prince,  who  is  as 
a  Pilgrim  in  a  ftrarige  Country,  where  he  can 
hear  nothing  but  perpetual  Eulogies  of  th~ 
Chriflian  Religion  ;  nor  fee  any  thing  but  ob- 
jects, which  lervc  only  to  confirm  in  his  mind 
a  vt-nerable  Idea  of  the  Faith  he  has  embraced. 
Befidcs,  they  fay  he  is  fallen  deeply  in  love  with 
a  young  Roman  lady  ;  fo  that  there  is  no  hopes 
of  refcuing  him  from  the  power  of  fo  many  en- 
chrmtmentis. 

Therefore,  giving  him  over  as  loft,  let  us 
pray  the  Omnipotent  to  eftablifh  us  in  his  Truth  ; 
that  neither  intereft,  paflion,  nor  an  erroneousi 
confcience  may  ever  be  able  to  make  us  fwerve 
from  the  Law  written  in  Heaven,  but,  that  we 
may  adhere  to  God,  and  his  Prophet,  with  a 
thoufand  Souls, 

Paris,  5th  of  the  7th  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1649. 
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LETTER    XV. 

To  Sala  Tire  hen  i  Ermin,  Superinten- 
dant  of  the  Royal  Arienai  at  Con- 
ftantino  le. 

WE  are  all  alarm'd  here  with  the  news  of 
I  know  not  what  boifterous  adventures 
of  the  Cofiacks,  and  their  neighbours,  that  poflefs 
the  ancient  Kingdom  of  Colchis.  Had  I  not  a 
firm  Faith  in  the  Alcoran,  'twould  fill  me  with 
Panick  '  Fears.  But  no  attempts  can  prevail 
againft  the  Men  fighting  under  the  Shadow  of 
the  Prophet.  He  defcended  with  aconfummate' 
authority,  from  the  Monarch  who  commands  all 
things.  The  Mandate  of  Heaven  will  difperfe 
the  Infidels.  The  feven  Vifciers  above  were  wit- 
nefles  to  the  words,  whofe  Eccho's  caufed  thun- 
der, when  the  Prophet  retir'd  from  the  Steps*  of 
the  Throne.  Had  not  Mofes  given  him  warning 
(who  remember'd  the  noifc  in  the  Mount)  the 
Apoftle  had  loft  his  Addrefs,  and  been  confounded 
before  the  Angels  $  but  encourag'd  by  the  whif- 
per  of  the  Man  with  Horns,  he  made  no  default 
in  his  Conge :  And  with  little  lofs  of  time  arriv'd 
to  the  ninth  Sphere,  where  he  proclaim'd  the  Ne- 
fiarum  ;  and  all  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Orb  re- 
ibrted  to  the  Banner  which  he  had  in  his  hands. 
The  Prophet  told  'em,  "  'Twas  only  for  a  Trial 
"of  their  Fidelity."  They  made  obeifance,  and 
retir'd. 

From  that  place  he  made  no  fcruple,  but  that 
the  Elc6t  of  Heaven  and  Earth  would  obey  the 
Divine  Patent.  He  finifh'd  his  defccnt  triumph- 
antly, and  pitch'd  his  feet  on  Mount  Uriel. 
Thofe  that  believe  Hali,  fay,  *T\vas  on  the  top 
of  the  Ragged  Rock  :  But  let  the  Heretics  alone 
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in  their  Infidility.  Be  it  where  it  pleafed  God, 
he  fpoke  the  Words  that  fhall  ne'er  be  revers'd, 
when  he  dhplay'd  the  heavenly  Silk,  and  faid, 
"  Whoever  takes  up  arms  againft  this  Banner, 
"  (hall  be  reputed  an  Infidel  ;  he  fhall  be  exter- 
"  minatcd  from  the  earth." 

I  often  think  on  thele  pafTages  in  the  holy  Me- 
moirs, the  Collections  of  the  fife  full  of  Wonders. 
Then  I  comfort  myfelf  with  this  thought,  That, 
if  all  the  uncircumcis'd  in  the  World  inould  en- 
ter into  a  combination,  they  would  not  fucceed 
againft  the  men  fighting  under  the  Commiflion 
with  the  Seal. 

I  have  fent  a  letter  to  the  BafTa  of  the  Sea?  ac- 
quainting him  with  the  news  of  this  Expedition 
of  the  Cofiacks.  Since  which  I  am  informed, 
That  thele  People  are  headed  by  a  famous  Pi- 
rate, in  thofe  Parts,  a  man  of  a  daring  fpirit, 
and  capable  of  the  boldeft  undertakings.  The 
French  merchants,  who  have  traded  in  the  Black 
Sea,  give  him  a  high  character ;  and  portend 
great  injuries  to  the  Ottoman  Empire  from  the 
fuccels  of  his  arms :  For,  they  fay,  he  is  a 
good  Captain,  both  by  Sea  and  Land.  I  have 
heard  feveral  different  ftories  both  of  his  birth 
and  education  :  But  this,  I  am  going  to  relate, 
comes  from  the  beft  hands,  and  Teems  moft  pro- 
bable. 

His  name  is  Pachicour,  a  Circaflian  by  birth, 
but  bred  up  in  a  fea  Town  of  the  Ukrain,  near 
the  Mouth  of  the  Niefter.  He  left  his  native 
Country  at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  out  of  a 
defire  to  fes  foreign  Parts,  embarking  himfelf 
unknown  to  his  parents  in  a  veilcl  of  Podolia, 
which  then  was  ready  to  let  fail  from  Ba!a  Clug. 
He  carried  with  him  a  (mall  fum  of  money, 
which  he  had  purloin'd  from  his  father,  and 
ferved  as  a  fund  of  his  future  fortune  :  For,  ar- 
riving at  a  certain  town  in  Podolia,  he  frequent- 
ed the  Keys,  and  offered  his  fcrvice  to  feveral 
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Merchants  ;  one  of  which,  obferving  in  hi*  face 
the  marks  of  a  promifme  Genius,  emertain'd  him 
m  his  houfe.  He  lived  with  him  feven  years, 
and  performed  his  office  fo  well,  that  he  made 
him  his  Factor  to  Contfantinople. 

Pachicour  difcharged  his  truft  there  with  much 
Profit  to  his  Mailer,  and  Hcnour  to  himfelf. 
So  that,  at  his  return,  fevcral  Merchants  en- 
truftcd  him  with  their  goods  ;  and  fent  him  to 
trade  at  Caffa,  and  other  towns  on  the  Black  Sea. 
His  judgment  and  reputation  in  ealing  with  his 
year«,  he  became  in  time  farr.ous  in  all  the 
trading  towns.  And  fuch  was  li;s  credit  in  the 
Ukrain,  that  all  the  Merchants  put  their  vefTels^ 
and  gootls  into  his  hands  :  So  that  he  fail'd^ 
many  times  with  a  fleet  of  twenty  fhips,  hav- 
ing the  difpofal  of  all  the  goods  committed  to 
his  managemtn:.  He  grew  fo  rich  in  time  by 
his  dealing,  th.tt  he  was  able  to  drive  a  con- 
fulerable  trade  for  himfelf.  And  then  it  was, 
he  began  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  deiign, 
which  he  has  nnce  executed.  His  genius  was 
too  active  always  to  be  confined  to  this  flow  way 
of  growing  great  :  Therefore,  he  was  refolved 
at  one  blow  to  raife  his  fortune  to  the  pitch  he 
aim'd  at.  He  was  the  only  Brother  Banquier  and 
Merchant  whcre-ever  he  came. 

It  was  no  difficult  thing  for  a  man  of  fo  vaft 
a  credit  to  raife  an  extraordinary  flock ;  and 
Pachicour  could  eafily  filence  the  alarms  of  Con- 
fcience.  There  happen'd  alfo  a  juncture  very 
proper  for  his  deftgn.  For  while  he  was  at  II- 
gaou,  a  Port  ofCircaffia,  day  and  night  project- 
ing how  to  exalt  himfelf,  a  War  broke  out  be- 
tween his  Countrymen  and  the  Alingrelians.  The 
latter  appear'd  with  a  navy  at  Se.\,  which  alarm- 
ed all  the  Maritime  Parts  of  Circaflia.  Pachi- 
cour, whofe  invention  was  always  bufy,  took  a 
hint  from  this,  to  accomplish  his  plot.  Ex- 
pedition .was  his  chiefeil  game.  Therefore  he 

fpcedily 
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Speedily  made  the  utmoft  ufe  of  his  credit  among 
the  Podolian  Merchants,  and  other  foreigners  re- 
fiding  at  Ifgaou.  And,  when  he  had  amaiVd  to- 
gether prodigious  fums  of  gold,  for  which  he- 
only  gave  the  Bills  of  Exchange,  he  privately 
fends  away  the  whole  trcafure,  with  all  his  jewels, 
tiiliies,  and  other  rich  merchandize,  to  his  father's 
houfe,  who  lived  not  many  leagues  from  this 
town. 

Within  two  days  after  this,  the  MingrelUn 
Fleet  makes  a  defcent  at  Ifgaou,  lack'd  it,  carried 
«way  two  thoufand  captives,  and  went  to  their 
vtilels  again. 

Pachicour,  who  knew  how  to  make  an  advan- 
tage of  this  opportunity,  privately  fled  after  his 
wealth,  as  foon  as  the  Mingrelian  Fleet  appeared 
before  the  pluce.  And  it  happen'd  that  moil 
of  his  creditors  were  made  flaves,  and  tranf 
ported  to  Mingrelia.  He  had  no  need  to  take 
any  farther  care,  but  how  to  fecure  his  riches 
from  his  pilfering  neighbours  :  For  the  Circaffi- 
ans  are  all  profefs'd  Thieves  :  He  therefore  makes 
hafte  to  his  father  ;  and,  having  gratified  him  for 
his  troubles,  he  in  a  fhort  time  purchafed  four 
Men  of  War,  with  which  he  fets  up  for  a  Pirate, 
infefting  thofe  feas,  and  robbing  all  the  Mer- 
chants, except  thofe  who  had  formerly  entrufted 
him.  His  bounty  and  valour  charm'd  all  that 
ferved  him.  And,  his  fame  fpreading  with  his 
wonderful  fuccefs,  many  Circaflians  put  out  to 
fea,  and  joined  with  him  :  So  that  in  a  little 
time  he  made  no  fmall  figuie  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Neptune.  Seeing  himfelf  Commander  of  a  power- 
ful Navy,  he  found  out  quickly  the  Mingrelian 
fleet,  and  engaging  with  them,  got  a  glorious 
victory. 

Soon  after,  a  Peace  was  concluded,  and  Pachi- 
cour was  declared  Admiral  of  all  th^  Orcadian 
fea-forccs^  to  which  the  Mingrelians  were  ob- 
liged by  Treaty  to  join  theirs,  and  to  obey  Pa- 

chicour's 
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chicour's  orders.  In  a  litte  time,  this  fortunate 
General  became  fo  famous,  that  the  Coflacks  lint 
to  him  an  Agent,  and  entered  into  a  League  j  fur- 
nifhed  out  three  hundred  veflels,  and  joined  the 
Circaflian  and  Mingrelian  fleets. 

This  is  the  bottom  of  the  new  Expedition,  which 
makes  fo  loud  a  noife  in  thefe  parts. 

Thou-,  who  art  mafter  of  the  Arfenal,  wilt 
know  Vv'hat  meafures  are  fitteft  to  be  taken  againft 
.  this  bold  Infidel,  if  he  perfifts  to  break  the  Peace 
of  the  moft  Serene  Empire.  Yet,  though  he 
is  an  enemy,  let  us  not  envy  him  the  praifes  that 
are  due  to  his  wit  and  courage.  He  feems  to  fur- 
pafs  the  fneaking  Thieves  of  his  own  Nation  ;  and 
undertakes  nothing  but  fovereign  Cheats,  and  noble 
Thefts,  fuch  as  would  pafs  for  virtuous  Actions 
in  a  man  of  a  higher  Birth. 

I  do  not  plead  for  Robbery,  nor  take  the  part 
of  an  Infidel ;  but,  if  I  had  time  to  tell  thee 
fome  heroic  paflfages  of  this  Pirate,  thou  would'ft 
fay,  he  is  worthy  of  a  generous  and  favourable 
ufage,  fhould  he  become  a  captive.  In  another 
letter  I  will  oblige  thee  with  a  relation,  which  will 
not  be  unwelcome  to  a  man  who  gives  not  fen- 
tencc  with  the  vulgar.  I  had  more  to  fay  on  ano- 
ther fubjecl:,  but  1  am  interrupted.  Pardon  the 
eftecl:  of  my  duty  to  the  Grand  Signior. 

Paris,   1 9th  of  the  ?th  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1649. 


L  E  T- 
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LETTER     XV. 

To    Mclec    Amer,    Bafla. 

THERE  is  news  arrived  here  lately  of  the 
murder  of  the  Englifh  Ambaflador  at  the 
Hague.  His  name  was  Doriflaus.  He  was  fent 
by  the  new  Governors  in  England  to  make  an 
Alliance  with  the  States  of  Holland,  and  to  fatisfy 
them  in  reference  to  their  late  proceedings  againft 
their  Sovereign.  'Tis  faid,  the  Negotiation  would 
have  had  but  little  fuccefs,  in  regard  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  who  is  Prefioentor  Chief  over  the  States, 
and  who  married  the  daughter  of  the  Englifh 
King,  takes  to  heart  the  untimely  death  of  his 
Father-in-Law,  and  c?nnot  be  reconciled  to  his 
murderers.  Yet,  'tis  to  be  thought,  that  Princes 
are  no  farther  touch'd  with  one  another's  misfor- 
tune:-, than  concerns  their  Intcrclr. 

However,  on  the  gd  day  of  the  ^th  moon,  fbme 
Scots  enter'd  into  the  lodgings  of  the  Ambaf- 
fador,  and  having  difpatch'd  him  with  feveral 
wounds,  made  their  efcape.  It  is  not  certainly 
known  who  fet  thefe  Ankflins  at  work.  People 
defcant  varioufly,  as  their  affections  byafs  them. 
Some  reflect  on  it  as  a  judgment  juitly  inflicted 
by  God,  though  by  an  unjult  a6t  ot  men,  on  one 
who  had  been  a  notorious  promoter  of  his  Sove- 
reign's death  :  Others  cenfure  it  as  a  moft  impi- 
ous Sacrilege,  in  regard  the  perfons  of  Ambafia- 
dors  are  by  the  law  of  nations  efteemed  facred 
and  inviolable;  and  the  injuries  which  they  fuffer 
are  interpreted  not  only  as  done  to  their  Matters 
who  fend  them,  but  to  all  mankind,  as  if  human 
Nature  itfelf  were  wrong'd  in  the  perfons  of  pub- 
lic Minifters. 

Indeed  there  is  no  method  of  eftablifhing  or 

con- 
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conferring  Friendfhips  and  Alliances,  between  dif- 
ferent Nations,  if  their  Agents  be  not  fecured  with 
an  immunity  from  affronts  and  violences. 

The  French  relate  a  pretty  pafiage  of  one  of 
rhctr  Kings,  who,  before  he  came  to  the  Crown, 
being  Duke  of  Orleans,  had  received  very  ill 
ufage  in  his  travels  from  a  certain  Italian  Lord 
call'd  the  Baron  of  Benevento.  After  this  Prince 
was  poilefs'd  of  the  Kingdom,  the  fame  Italian 
Lord  was  fent  AmbalFador  from  the  Viceroy  of 
Naples,  to  congratulate  his  Accefiion  ;o  the 
Throne  of  his  Anceftors.  Some  French  Cour- 
tiers, who  had  been  witnefles  of  the  injuries  this 
Lord  had  formerly  dont  to  their  M after,  now 
perfuaded  the  King  to  revenge  himfelf,  by  cauf- 
jng  fome  grofs  indignities  to  be  done  him  whilft 
he  had  him  in  his  power.  To  whom  the  wife 
Monarch  reply'd,  "  It  becomes  not  the  King 
"  of  France  to  revenge  on  the  Ambaffador  of 
"  Naples  the  injuries  which  the  Duke  of  Or- 
*'  leans  received  from  the  Baron  of  Beneven- 
"  to." 

'Tis  faid,  the  Englifh  nation  have  demanded 
fatisfaclion  of  the  Hollanders  for  the  murder  of 
their  AmbalVador,  but  were  anfwered,  '*  'Fhat 
"  they  themfelves  ought  firft  to  expiate  the  mur- 
*'  dcr  of  their  King." 

The  Scots  have  revolted  from  the  New  Go- 
vernment in  England,  and  are  yet  in  fufj  eice, 
whether  they  {hall  fet  up  the  Son  of  the  late 
King,  or  form  themfelves  into  an  Independent 
Republic.  The  Irifli  are  ftedfaft  to  the  intereit 
of  the  Crown  :  And  many  iflands  in  America, 
fubjecl  to  the  Kings  of  England,  have  now  de- 
nied all  obedience  to  the  new  Englifh  Go- 
vernment, which  feems  to  tend  towards  De- 
mocracy. 

There  is  much  talk  of  one  Cromwel,  the  Ge- 
neral of  the  Englifh  Forces  in  Ireland.  This 
man,  from  a  private  and  obfcuie  eftate,  is  af- 

ccnded 
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cenoled  to  the  dignity  of  a  General  ;  having 
purchafed  this  command  by  his  conduct  and  va- 
lour. The  French  extol  him  for  the  greateft  fol- 
dier  of  the  Agej  and,  if  fame  be  true,  no  Icfs  JL 
Statefman. 

As  a  mark  of  the  refpecl:  I  owe  thee,  thou  wilt 
receive  with  this  letter,  a  piftol  of  curious  work- 
manfhip,  which,  being  once  charg'd,  will  deliver 
fix  bullets  one  after  another.  If  thou  acceptefr. 
this  final  1  prefent,  it  will  be  an  argument  of  thy 
friendship. 

Paiis,  i9th  of  the  8th  Moon, 
of  the  Year 1649. 


LETTER    XIV, 

To   the  Venerable   Mufti. 


T  HAVE  often  wonder'd  at  the  Lethargy  where- 
J  in  the  Nazarenes  feem  to  be  drown 'a.  They 
forget  what  they  read  in  their  own  Bibles;  they 
there  encounter  with  expreflions  which  favour  of 
the  Eaft.  Every  page  of  the  Written  Law  re- 
limes  of  the  Dialect  which  is  pure  and  lively, 
tho'  the  Tranflators  have  cropp'd  the  flower  of 
the  flnf'e.  1  have  read  their  Bible  in  Greek, 
Latin,  and. French,  but  none  of  thefe  languages 
exprefs  to  the  life  the  original  Hebrew  ;  nor  can 
it  be  expected.  It  is  impoflible  to  fcrew  up 
the  dull  Phrafes  of  Europe  to  the  fignificant 
Idioms  of  Afia.  We  may  as  well  expecl  Dates 
to  fpring  from  a  Reed.  And  for  that  reafon 
it  is  forbidden  the  True  Faithful  to  tranflate 
the  Volume  of  Light  from  the  original  Arabic  ; 
VOL.  IV.  D  Which 
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which  is  no  other  than  Hebrew   in   its  ancient 
Purity. 

This  is  the  language  of  thofe  who  dwell  above 
tlie  feventh  Orb.  'Tis  the  Dialect  whcivin 
God  ccnverfes  with  the  Pages  of  his  divine  Se- 
raglio, wherein  all  the  Records  of  the  celeftial 
Empire  are  writ.  And  when  he  iflucs  out  Or- 
ders to  the  Minifters  and  Bafla's  of  Heaven, 
Hafmariel  the  Secretary  of  the  immortal  Divan 
ules  no  other  character,  or  ipeech,  but  that 
which  is  peculiar  on  earth  to  the  fons  of  Ifh- 
mael,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Region  on  the  Eaft 
of  the  Red  Sea.  In  fine,  this  is  the  Language 
wherein  the  Omnipotent  thought  n't  to  dilcover 
his  pleafure  to  Mortals. 

Believe  Mahmut,  when  he  tells  thee  with  pro- 
foundeft  fubmiflion,  that  he  has  taken  fome  pains 
to  pry  into  thofe  languages,  which  have  been  the 
channels  of  divine  knowledge.  I  have  been  pe- 
culiarly ambitious-to  ftudy  the  Anatomy  of  orien- 
tal words :  And  it  would  be  no  Hyperbole  to 
fay,  I  have  learned  even  to  diftec"l  the  very  Syl- 
lables, wherein  the  various  placing  of  points  and 
letters  alters  the  fenfe,  or  at  leaft  makes  it  am- 
biguous. So  fignificant  and  myfterious  are  our  fa- 
cred  Characters. 

I  fpeak  not  this  in  Peevifhnefs,  or  to  vindicate 
myfelf  from  the  contempt  which  Ichingi  C::p 
Oglani  has  put  upon  me.  I  have  no  emula- 
tion in  that  point;  nor  can  any  little  fpur  of 
pedantic  ambition  make  me  forward  to  con- 
tend with  a  man,  whofc  whole  talent  confifts 
in  knowing  and  remembring  other  mens  \Vorks  ; 
as  if  he  had  ftudied  at  Athens  only  for  this  end, 
to  learn  the  facetious  art  of  turning  his  Brains 
into  a  Catalogue  of  Books.  But  I  icflrf!  on 
the  Learned  among  the  Nazarenes,  who  are 
chiefly  to  blame,  having  the  cuftody  of  the  Book 
delivered  to  them  from  the  Jews  :  And  among; 
them  the  Translators  of  that  Volume  arc  pait 
5  cxcuie, 
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excufe,  for  they  have  dcflower'd  the  Original,  and 
robb'd  the  Virgin  Language  of  its  beauty  and 
honour,  whilft  the  reft  are  witnelFes  and  filent 
abettors  of  the  rape,  in  concealing  the  indig- 
nity that  has  been  done  to  the  Letters  form'd 
by  the  Finger  of  God,  and  full  of  divine  Myf- 
teries. 

In  thus  accufmg  the  Chriftian  Interpreters  of 
the  Bible,  I  do  not  patronize  the  critical  whim- 
fies  of  the  Jewifh  Cabbalifts.  They  are  ex- 
ploded by  all  men  of  ienfe ;  yet  there  is  a  Me- 
dium between  the  excefs  of  that  affected  nice- 
nefs,  which  has  rendered  the  one  ridiculous, 
and  of  that  ftudied  carelefsnefs  to  which  the 
obfcurity  of  the  other  is  owing.  As  the  Hebrews, 
by  prefling  the  letters  too  clofe,  have  fqueezed 
out  divine  Chimera's  ;  fo  the  Chriftians,  in 
ufing  too  flack  a  hand,  have  fcarce  gain'd  a 
grofs  draught  of  common  human  feme,  leav- 
ing thd  genuine  Elixir  of  the  writer's  meaning 
behind. 

I  will  not  lay  much  to  the  charge  of  the 
Tranflators  employ'd  by  Ptolemy  Philadelphus, 
King  of  Egypt.  Thefe  were  no  Chriftians,  nor 
yet  in  the  number  of  thofe  who  adored  the  ce- 
Jcftial  Bodies  and  Elements  :  Nor  did  any  of 
them  pay  their  Devotions  at  the  fame  Altar  with 
that  Egyptian  Monarch,  who  was  a  \Vorfhipper 
of  the  god  Serapis :  But  they  were  Jews,  fe- 
venty,  or  two  more  in  number,  as  the  Tradi- 
tion goes.  And  being  every  one  commanded 
feverally  to  tranflate  thofe  Manufcripts,  which 
the  Jews  efteemcd  the  Oracles  of  God,  with- 
out converfing  with  or  feeing  each  other,  it 
is  f.iid,  their  Verfions  all  agreed  to  a  Syl- 
lable. 

This  is  the  ftory  of  the  Jews,  and   feems  to  be 

credited  by  the  Chriftians  :  yet  fome  have  found 

many  errors   and  incongruities  in  that  celebrated 

Copy.      And  'tis  eafy  for  an  impartial  eye,  efpe- 

D  2  daily 
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cially  in.  the  head  of  an   Oriental,    to  fpy  many 
more. 

But  the  Latin,  which  they  call  the  vulgar  Tran- 
flation,  is  full  of  miftakes.  And  the  pretended 
Saint,  who  made  it,  mould  have  gone  farther 
than  Palciline  for  his  intelligence  in  ancient 
Hebrew.  His  name  ( if  I  miftake  not)  was  Hi- 
eronyrnus.  He  paffed  many  years  in  a  Cell,  near 
th^  fuppofed  tomb  of  the  Chriftians  Meiiiah  in 
the.  Holy  Land  :  Where,  they  fay,  he  was  in- 
fpir'd  with  the  Knowledge  of  Hebrew ;  and  from 
thence  ventured  upon  a  Tranflation  of  the  Old 
Tc  {lament. 

Thou  wilt  not  expe<3  a  certificate  of  thefe 
things  from  Mahmut,  who  only  tells  thee  what 
he  has  read  in  Chriftian  authors,  whom  they  call 
the  Hiftorians  of  their  Church. 

But  I  can  allure  thee  'twas  no  Spirit  of  the 
laft  aflifted  this  Ecclefiaftic  in  his  Verfion.  For 
he  comes  far  fhort  of  rightly  rendering  the.  lofty 
Hyperboles,  appofite  Similitudes,  elegant  Fi- 
gures, and  other  Ornaments  of  Speech  peculiar 
to  the  Writings  of  thofe  who  firft  fee  the  Rifmg- 
Sim.  Such  are  all  thofe  penn'd  in  the  Euit: 
Fr»m  which  we  muft  not  exclude  the  Manu- 
fcripts  of  Mofes,  and  the  reft  of  the  Hebrew 
Prophets,  Poets,  Hiftorians,  and  Philofophers. 
Of  tiu'fe  cces  the  Old  Teihiment  confift,  ex- 
reptone  Book  writ  by  my  countryman  Job,  who 
five  cime«  ftni'd  tlie  Devil  in  fo  many  f^t  Combats 
before  God. 

What  fhall  I  fay  then  of  the  Translations  that 
have  been  made  of  their  Bible  in  other  languages, 
not  fo  copious  and  fignificant  as  the  Latin. 

Since  this  divifion  arofe  between  the  Roman- 
Catholics  and  Protcftants,  their  Bible  has  been 
taught  to  fpealc  the  dialect  of  all,  or  molt  Na- 
tions in  Europe.  Yet  fuch  is  the  unhappinefs 
of  the  Franks,  that,  the  more  they  tamper  with 
the  language  of  great  Purity,  tiie  worfc  they 

fuceeed. 


A    S  PY   AT  PARIS.  53 

fuccecd.  Which  has  occafioned  fome  learned 
men,  as  I  am  informed,  to -mark  above  a  thou- 
fand  faults  in  the  laft  French  Verfion  of  that 
myfterious  Book. 

What  room  will  they  leave  for  the  cenfures  of 
the  Muflulmans,  if  the  Chriftians  themfclves  are 
thus  critical  upon  the  grand  Patent  of  their  Salva- 
tion ? 

It  would  be  an  endlefs  tafk  to  recount  all 
the  errors  that  may  be  difcern'd  in  the  various 
Traducls  of  the  Bible,  by 'any  Man  that  has 
converfed  in  the  Eaft.  Neither  will  I  entrench 
on  thy  patience  to  gain  the  character  of  a  Cri- 
tic. 

Permit  me  to  glance  only  on  the  Pfalter,  or 
the  Odes  of  Sultan  David.  How  flat  and  dull 
are  the  Meafures  of  the  Chriflian  Tranflators  ? 
How  low  have  they  funk  the  ienfe  of  that  Royal 
Poet  ?  He  never  began  to  warble  forth  any  off 
thofe  Divine  Songs,  'till  firft  infpir'd  by  a  Se- 
raph, whom  he  had  lur'd  down  from  Paradife 
by  the  melody  of  his  Harp.  That  Seraph  was 
matter  of  the  Mufic  above,  as  the  Hebrew  Doctors 
teach.  Ev'ry  time  David  plav'd  on  his  inftru- 
ments,  Ariel,  (for  fo  was  the  Spirit  call'd)  nv.de 
his  dtfcent,  and  fung  with  a  grace  which  can- 
not be  exprefs'd.  'I  he  docile  poet  foon  learn'd 
both  his  notes  and  words.  Seven  hundred  times 
David  touched  h;s  harmonious  firings,  and  fo 
often  the  Angel  flood  by  him  with  the  Book  of 
the  Choir.  He  taught  leven  hundred  Sonnets  that 
are  ch minted  by  the  Lovers  in  Paradife.  But  the 
Devil  dole  them  from  the  King,  whilil  he  was 
gay  in;-;  on  another  man's  wife,  bathing  herfclf  in 
-.in  adjoining  garden. 

Yet    theic   ure   above   an  hundred   Hymns   re- 

iMg,    wriich    David    compoicd    by    memory 

otit   of  the  former.     But  fbme  Seels   among  the 

ChrHrians  have  turn'd  them  to  the  Ballads  of  the 

Vulgar. 

D3  S» 
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So  have  they  dealt  with  that  furpafling  Poem 
of  Solyman,  taught  him  by  the  etherial  Tutor 
of  his  Father.  For  Ariel  was  enamour'd  of  one 
of  the  Virgins  of  Paradife,  at  the  fame  time 
that  Solomon  enjoy'd  Pharaoh's  daughter,  and 
had  newly  built  for  her  a  Seraglio  of  Cedar.  The 
heavenly  Lover,  therefore,  to  accommodate  him- 
felf  to  the  Paflion  of  the  Mortal,  taught  him  one 
of  the  Paftorals  of  Eden,  a  Song  peculiar  to  his 
own  Amour. 

But  theNazarenes  have  turn'd  it  into  a  dry  and 
infignificant  Allegory,  by  their  Gloffes  ;  putting 
an  affront  alfo  upon  the  Rhetoric  and  Poetry,  in 
wording  their  Tranflation. 

If  I  fhould  go  on  and  number  the  miftalces 
they  have  made  in  the  Writings  of  the  Prophets, 
and  other  Books  of  the  Old  Teftament,  tho'  it 
were  but  in  this  general  manner,  I  ihould  tire 
thee  out  j  but  to  recount  the  Particulars  would  be 
a  thirteenth  Talk  for  Hercules. 

Yet,  after  all  thefe  defaults  of  the  Learned, 
neither  they  nor  the  Ignorant  can  be  excufed  from 
wilful  blindnefs,  in  ihutting  their  Eyes  againft 
the  twilight  which  appears  in  the  worft  Tran- 
flation, and  is  fufficient  to  diredt  any  man  to  the 
Eaft,  where  Wifdom  fhines  in  her  perfect  Splen- 
dor. 

There  are  expreflicns  all  over  the  Scriptures, 
which  point  to  the  Lawr,  Habits,  Cuftoms,  Diet, 
and  Manner  of  Life  ufed  in  the  Regions  firft  vi- 
fitcd  by  the  Morning  Sun.  Thefe  are  the  fame 
row  as  they  were  of  old  ;  and  the  MufTulmans  of 
this  Age  obfcrve  no  other  rule  of  life  but  what 
was  practifed  by  the  Patriarch  Ibrahim,  above 
three  thoufand  year^  ago,  and  by  all  the  Faith- 
ful of  thofe  Times.  Our  Marriages,  Circumcifion?, 
Funerals,  Prayers,  Warnings,  and  all  other  Ce- 
remonies of  Religion  or  Civility,  are  the  fame  now 
as  then  :  There  is  nothing  added  or  diminished, 
fave  the  Faith  and  Obedience  we  owe  to  Mahomet 

the 
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the  A  nib  a  (I  ado  r  of  God,  and  to  the  Volume  put 
into  his  hands  by  Gabriel,  Prince  of  th-  divine 
Meilengers. 

Our  very  Habits,  and  the  Manner  of  our  Build- 
ing; our  Salutations  and  whole  Addrels  are  the 
fame  at  this  d-ay,  as  the  Scripture  tells  us  were  lit 
ufe  in  thole  Ages  next  after  the  Flood  among  the 
Patriarchs  and  Prophets,  and  among  all  the  true 
Believers,  the  pofterity  of  Ibrahim,  especially  the 
Descendants  by  the  Right  Line,  the  Stem  of  Jf- 
niael,  the  eldeft  fon  of  him  who  ciiC-r turned  thr:- : 
An  wels  at  once  in  his  Tent. 

Yet  the  Infidels  will  not  confufer  it;  but  p.T- 
fuade  themfelyes  they  are  the  or.ly  Children  of  the 
faithful  Ibrahim,  pretending  t  •>  praclife  in  I  know 
no*,  what  figurative  Senfe  the  life  we  lead  in  truth  ; 
cheating  themfelves  with  empty  Symbols,  while 
we  enjoy  the  Subfcance.  • 

But  thou,  great  SucceiTor  of  Ibrahim,  and  the 
Prophets,  vouchfafe  to  pray  for  Mahmut,  that 
whiltl  his  duty  to  the  Grand  Seignior  obliges  him 
to  dwell  here  in  the  Weir,  and  to  converfe  with 
none  but  Infidels,  he  may  ftill  retain  the  Faith  of 
the  Eait,  the  Devotion  of  an  IfmaeJite,  and  the  Pu- 
rity of  a  True  Believer;  ftill  crying  in  his  heart 
even  in  the  Tempies  of  the  Infidels/  there  is  but 
one  God,  and  Mahomet  his  Mefienger. 

Paris,  5th  of  the  gth  Moon, 
of  the  Year  164.9. 


D  4  LET. 
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LETTER    XVII. 
To  the  Chiaus  Bafla. 


THE  Peace  agreed  on  laft  year,  between  the 
Germany  and  Swedes,  is  not  yet  fully  efta- 
blifhed  and  confirmed  j  there  has  been^a  Ceflation 
of  Arms  fince  that  time,  and  now  the  Duke 
Amalfi  on  the  Emperor's  fide,  the  Duke  of  Van- 
dort  for  the  King  of  France,  and  he  of  Erfkin 
for  the  Crown  of  Swedeland,  are  met  at  Norim- 
burgh,  to  conclude  a  final  Ratification  of  the  Ar- 
ticles. 

During  this  Confult,  the  Swedifh  army  are 
permitted  by  the  Emperor's  agreement  to  quar- 
ter up  and  down  in  feven  Circles  of  the  Empire, 
and  not  to  be  di (charged  till  all  their  arrears 
are  paid  at  the  coft  of  the  Germans.  'Tis  faid 
it  will  amount  to  three  millions  of  Zequins.  This 
War  has  lalted  near  thirty  years  j  in  which, 
above  three  hundred  thouiand  men  have  loft  their 
jives. 

As  to  the  Englifli  affairs,  the  prevailing  party 
there  have  declared  that  ancient  King  iom  to  be  a 
free  State,  and  the  Monarchy  is  abolifh'd  by  a 
public  Ac!:.  Neverthelefs,  after  Charles  was  be- 
headed, his  eldeft  fon  was  proclaim'd  King,  both 
in  England  and  Ireland,  by  fome  of  the  Nobles 
and  Gentry  that  were  Friends  to  that  Royal 
Family.  And  in  Ireland,  a  certain  great  Duke 
appeared  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  Army,  in 
behalf  of  the  young  King's  Intereft,  having  luij 
fiege  to  the  Metropolis  of  that  Kingdom  ;  which, 
with  one  other  town,  were  the  only  ftrong  holds 
that  rellfted  the  King's  party.  But  in  the  Hth 
Moon  the  Army  which  the  Engliih  Itates  had 
newly  fent  over  to  that  Ifland,  engag'd  with  the 

forces 
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forces  of  this  Duke,  entirely  routed  them,  kill- 
ing ten  thoufand  men  on  the  fpot,  and  taking 
many  thoufand  prifoners,  with  all  their  ammu- 
nition and  baggage.  This,  being  feconded  with 
other  victories,  in  a  fmall  time  reduced  that 
Kingdom  under  the  obedience  of  the  Englifh 
States. 

In  the  mean  time  I  hear  no  pleafmg  news 
from  the  Levant.  Veileds  daily  arrive  in  the  Ha- 
vens of  France,  who  confirm  eaeh  other's  rela- 
tions of  a  dreadful  naval  combat  between  our 
fleet,  and  that  of  the  Venetians  ;  wherein,  they 
fay,  we  have  loft  feventy-tvvo  Galliots,  threefcore 
Merchant  Veftels,  and  eighteen  Ships  of  "War  : 
Thcit,  in  this  fight,  fix  thoufand  five  hundred' 
Mufiulmans  have  Joft  their  lives,  and  near  ten 
thouf..nd  were  taken  prifoners. 

I  tell  thee,  thefe  are  great  breaches  in  the 
Navy,  which,  belonging  to  the  Lord  of  the  Sea 
and  Land,  has  aflum'd  to  itfelf  the  epithet  of 
INVINCIBLE.  Thefe  are  blemifhcs  in  the  en- 
ftgns  of  high  renown,  reproaches  to  the  Em- 

fire,  which  we  bc-lieve  is  to  fubdue  all  Nations. 
ct  not  on  the  courage  or  conduct  of  the 
C  'HI  !n  B~fia;  neither  v.m  I  willing  to  help  for- 
ward the  ruin  of  a  man,  who  cannot  expecl  to 
be  honour'd  with  a  veft,  a  fword,  or  any  other 
maik  of  the  Sultan's  favour,  for  his  fervice  in 
the  fea-campaign.  I  am  naturally  compaffion- 
ate.  'Tis  not  in  my  praife  I  fpeak  it  :  For,  I 
believe  this  tendernefs  to  be  rather  a  Vice  of 
my  Conflitution,  than  to  have  any  rank' of  Mo- 
rals, much  lefs  to  be  of  kin  to  the  Family  of 
Virtues.  I  pity  a  man  falling  into  difgr^Ke,  .cn< 
whom  tht  Weather  of  the  S'-iaglio  changes,  from 
which  he  muH;  expect  nothing  but  cloutls  and 
•ftprms.  Thofe  t.mpefts  v  iil  prove  more  fatal  to  ' 
him  than  any  that  ever.'oP'd  his  fleet  on  the 
•rufiled  ocean.  In  alK'robahility,  he  will  furter  a 
ihip-  wreck  of  his  fortune,  if  not  of  his  life.  There-  - 
D  5  fore- 


58  LETTERS  WRIT    BY 

fore  'tis  with  extreme  regret  that  I  mull  fay  that 
which  may  haften  his  fall. 

But  I  am  commanded,  not  to  conceal  any  in- 
telligence that  relates  to  the  intereftcf  the  Sublime 
Port,  nor  to  fpare  the  fon  of  my  mother,  if  I 
kno-A'  him  guilty  of  criminal  practices. 

All  that  I  have  to  Jay  to  the  charge  of  the 
BafTa  of  the  Sea  is,  ;v  private  correspondence 
which  he  holds  with  Cardinal  Mazarini.  Th-is 
I  difcover'd  by  the  ainftance  of  a  Dwarf,  whom 
I  have  often  mentioned  in  my  letters  to  the 
Grandees  of  the  Port.  I  need  not  repeat  to  thee 
what  I  have  faid  already  to  them  of  the  birth, 
education,  and  genius  of  Ofmin  (for  fo  is  the 
little  fpark  call'd) ;  nor  of  the  method  I  have  put 
him  upon,  to  wind  himfelf  into  the  lecrets  of 
the  public  Miniftcrs.  Only  thou  may'ir.  report 
to  the  Divan,  that  this  diminutive  man  continues 
to  purfue  his  advantages  of  accefs  to  the  clofets 
of  the  French  Miniflers,  whereof  I  e;ave  an  ac- 
count laR  year,  in  a  letter  to  Chiurgi'Aluhammet 
Bafla. 

Thou  may'n:  aflure  them  alfo,  That,  when  he 
was  yefterday  in  the  chamber  of  Cardinal  ?vla- 
zarini,  he  call  his  eyes  on  a  letter  which  lay 
open  on  the  table,  while  the  Cardinal  was  in 
earneft  difcourfe  with  an  extraordinary  Courier 
from  Rome.  He  had  not  opportunity  to  read 
more  than  the  Superfcription,  and  a  line  or  two* 
of  the  matter  ;  which  contained  thcfe  words  : 

**  The  mild  Commander,  the  humble  Shadow  of 
"  the  brieht  Star  of  the  Sea,  Bilal,  Captain 
"  BafTa. 

"  To  the  moft  Illuftrious  Prince  of  the  Kingdom 
"  of  the  Meifiah,  eminent  among  the  liigh 
**•  Lords  of  holy  honour,  the  fublime  Director 
"  of  the  People  of  Jefus,  afliftant  to  the  chair  of 
*'  Sovereign  Dignity,  the  fx'at  of  the  Roman 

"  Caliph, 
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"  Caliph,  Julio  Mazarini,  Cardinal,  and  our 
"  Friend.  May  whofe  latter  days  encreafe  in 
"  happinefs. 

4  'T'HY  affectionate  letter  and  prefents  were  de- 
'  -*•  liver'd  fafe  to  me,  as  I  lay  at  anchor  with 
'  the  Fleet  under  my  command,  not  far  from  the 
'  Ifland  of  Chios.  And,  as  a  mark  of  my  ac- 
'  knowledgment  and  good-will  tothee  and  all  the 

*  Nazarenes,  I  embraced    in  my  arms  the  noble 

*  Captain  Signior   Antonio  Maratelli,    who   had 

*  the  honour  to  be  trufted  with  this  negotiation. 
I  immediately  difrobed  myfelf,  and  caufed  that 
brave  Italian,  thy  meflenger,  to  be  vefted  with 

*  my  own  Garment,  as  a  pledge  of " 

Before  Ofmin  could  read  farther,  the  Cardinal 

approached  the  table,  and  took  up  the  letter, 
letting  fall  fome  words  to  the  Courier,  by  which 
the  Dwarf  was  confirmed  in  his  fufpicion  of  the 
Baffa's  perfidioufnefs,  and  that  this  letter  newly 
came  from  him.  He  ported  immediately  to  give 
me  an  account  of  this  pafiage  j  believing  it  to 
be,  as  it  i,s,  of  great  import.  For  he  has  a  fmgu  - 
lar  regard  for  the  Family,  which  ftrd  exterminated 
the  Greeks  from  Constantinople. 

Thou  knoweft  what  ufe  to  make  of  this  in- 
telligence. 1  am  not  cruelly  incl:n'd,  but  I 
mu(t  do  my  duty.  The  roil  I  refer  to  thy  pru- 
dence. 

I  will  only  advertife  thee  of  one  farther  re- 
mark of  Ofmin,  who  by  comparing  what  he  has 
feen  now,  with  a  difcourfe  he  once  before  over- 
heard between  Mazarini  and  a  French  Noble- 
m.m,  whilft  he  lay  under  the  Cardinal's  table 
(which  I  have  inserted  in  one  of  my  letters) 
concludes,  That  the  Baffa,  there  mentioned  by 
the  Cardinal,  was  th's  /iirre  Bilal  BafFa,  who  was 
at  the  inftance  of  the  Janizaroes  made  BuiTa  of 
the  Sea. 

I  coulj  not  without  making  my  (I  If  an  accom- 
plice,. 
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plice,  conceal  fo  foul  an  ingratitude  to  the  Grand 
Seignior,  and  fo  villanous  a  Treafon  agaiiift  the 
Empire,  which  holds  the  firft  Rank  among  all 
the  Dominions  on  Earth. 


Paris,  S4th  of  the  9th  Moen, 
of  the  Year  1 649, 
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To   Cara   Hali,    Phyfician   to   the    Grand 
Seignior. 

WE  have  had  a  violent  hot  fummer  in  thefe 
Parts,  with  much  Thunder  and  Lightning, 
which  has  done  confiderable  damage  to  the  Far- 
mers, in  burning  the  h:iy  and  corn  in  their  Gra- 
r.aries.  Complaints  arrive  here  daily  from  all  the 
Provinces,  that  Heaven  has  confumed  their  Har- 
vcfts. 

This  the  Court  Party  interpret  as  a  Judg- 
ment on  them  for  their  Rebellions  ;  cauftng  it 
to  be  indufrrioufly  fpread  about  in  all  compa- 
nies, that  Heaven  is  airgry  with  the  inhabitants 
of  Guyenne,  Bourdeaux,  and  other  Provinces,... 
for  taking  up  arms  this  year  againft  their  So- 
vereign. I-  know  not  how  far  this  cenfure  is 
juftinable  :  But  'tis  obfeiv'd  that  the  People  of 
thcfe  rebellious  Provinces  have  receiv'd  more 
'apparent  and  irreparable  injuries  by  the  Light- 
ning, than  thofe  of  other  Parts  :  Several  Mem- 
bers of  the  Parliament  of  Aix  were  found  dead 
in  their  beds,  after  a  tempeftuous  night  of 
Lightning,  And  next  day,  the  Roof  of  the  Houfe, 

where 
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where  they   aflembled,  fell  down   and  kill'd  fe- 
veral.- 

In  the  great  church  of  Bourdcaux  as  they 
were  celebrating  their  Mafs,  a  ball  of  fire 
broke  in  from  behind  the  Altar,  fmote  down  fe- 
yeral  images,  and  filling  the  Church  with  an 
intolerable  ftink,  flew  out  of  a  window,  with-- 
out  doing  any  farther  harm.  And  a  great  bank 
of  money,  raifed  by  this  city  to  pay  their  fol- 
diers,  was  all  melted  down  by  lightning,  to  the 
aftonifhment  of  thofe  who  law  it  ;  for  it  was 
done  in  the  day-time,  the  Grandees  of  Bour- 
deaux  being  prefent.  It  would  be  cndlefs  to 
recount  all  the  mifchiefs  that  have  been  done 
in  thofe  parts.  We  had  no  great  harm  here, 
fave  that  almoft  all  the  wine  in  the  city  was 
turned  to  a  kind  of  vinegar  in  one  night.  Which 
the  philofophers  attribute  to  the  peculiar  Energy 
of  Lightning  ;  which  plays  the  Chymift  with  this 
liquor,  and  in  a  moment  feparatcs,  and  drinks  up 
its  vital  fpirits,  leaving  only  a  mortuum  Caput 
behind. 

The  feafon  has  been  fo  hot  during  the  Dog- 
days,  that  the  air  itfelffeem'd  combuftible  ;  and 
the  very  Winds  from  whence  we  look'd  for 
refrefliment,  were  like  the  breath  of  a  ftove  : 
All  things  feem'd  ready  to  take  fire,  as  if  the 
Elements  waited  for  the  Grand  Conflagration. 
Heat  was  the  cry  every  where.  Men's  bodies  were 
fcalded  with  internal  flames  ;  the  {hade  of  trees 
afforded  no  relief,  the  fountains  could  not  allay 
their  thirft.  All  Nature  feem'd  to  be  in  a  Fever, 
ready  to  expire. 

Now  thcfc  fervours  are  abated,  and  we  be- 
gin to  have  frofty  mornings.  The  nitrous  air 
re.  >res  mens  appetites.  Abundance  of  rain  has 

'cd  the  -gaping  parch'd  earth,  and 
pr  ivic  d  a  fccond  Spring.  The  hufbandman 
coTifor.,.  himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  another 
crop  o  .  y,  to  repair  the  lofs  of  the  former, 

which. 
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which  the  Lightning  robb'd  him  of:  In  tire- 
moan  time,  the  winds  are  very  bufy  in  dif- 
robmg  the  trees,  and  fcattering  not  only  their 
leaves,  but  alfo  the  fruit  that  is  not  gather'd, 
on  the  ground  ;  whereby  a  Banquet  is  prepared 
for  the  hogs  in  every  Orchard,  who  claim  as 
much  right  to  feed  on  what  lies  on  the  com- 
mon Table,  as  their  Owners  :  And  'tis  no  un- 
pleafant  Mufic,  to  hear  a  herd  of  Swine  fet  their 
teeih  at  work  on  the  wind-fallen  apples.  At 
kaft,  this  fpeftacle  and  noife  is  delightful  to 
me,  who  have  been  without  appetite  thefe  three 
Moons,  and  but  juft  begin  to  recover  my  ftc- 
rnach.  I  often  ride  out  of  Paris,  on  purpofe  to 
take  the  country  air,  where  my  bread  taftes 
more  favourily  than  in  the  city.  There  ap- 
pears fomething  fo  harmlefs  and  innocent  in 
the  faces  and  behaviour  of  the  Ruftics,  as  ef- 
fectually relieves  my  Melancholy.  I  cannot  di£- 
cern  in  them  any  fignatures  of  Court-Craft, 
and  Villany.  Their  convcrfation  chears  my  fpi- 
rits.  •  I  love  to  rnar  them  talk  of  their  rural 
affairs.  My  eye  follows  the  ploughman  with 
envy.  Thea  I  could  wiih  it  had  been  my  lot 
to  have  been  bred  up  in  fome  homely  cot- 
tage, where  I  might  have  tended  oxen,  fheep, 
or  aflcs  ;  all  which  aft  regularly  according  to 
their  Nature  :  Whereas  he,  th-.it  is  the  Servant 
of  Princes,  is  compelled  to  do  many  things  con- 
trary to  his  Re"afon  ;  which  is  the  grcateft  un- 
happinefs  that  can  befal  a  man.  How  fweet  is 
the  fleep  of  the  hufbandman  by  night,  and  how 
void  is  his  mind  of  imbittering  cares  by  dr.y  ? 
He  rifes  with  the  Lark,  and  is  as  chearful  as 
that  pretty  bird,  faluting  Aurora  with  a  Song 
or  Lefibn  on  his  Pipe,  lie  fnufts  v.p  ;.he  whole- 
fome  and  fragrant  dew  of  the  morning,  as  he 
walks  over  the  lane's.  He  beholds  with  admi- 
ration and  pleafure,  the  gilded  clouds  and  tops 
of  mountains,  when  the  Sun  comes  forth  of 

hit 
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his  Bed-chamber,  in  the  Eaft.  He  fpurs  him- 
felf  on  to  his  daily  labour,  by  the  example  of 
,hat  active  PI;  net,  following  his  work  with 
content  and  joy.  His  food  is  pleafant  both  in 
his  mouth  and  his  belly  ;  he  feels  no  after- 
pangs  through  fatiety  ;  but,  well  refrefhed  and 
nourished  with  his  homely  diet,  he  lies  down 
with  the  lamb,  and  flecps  in  peace,  never 
dreaming  of  State-Intrigues,  or  the  Plots  of  the 
Mighty.  Thus  he  pailes  his  life  in  a  circle  of 
deligh  o. 

"1  ell  me,  dear  Hali,  are  not  thefe  proper  ob- 
jects of  envy  to  a  man  in  my  circumftances  ? 
Or,  canft  thou  blame  Mahmur.,  who  has  nei.- 
thcr  health  of  body,  nor  peace  of  mind,  for 
wifhing  himfelf  in  a  condition,  which  would 
entitle  him  to  both?  I  am  entangled  in  a  thou- 
fand  fnares  ;  my  employment  is  a  perfect  rid-  s 
die.  I  muft  fay  and  unfay  the  fame  Things, " 
as  often  as  occalion  requires.  I  muft  tell  an 
hundred  lyes,  fwear  and  forfwcar  myfelf  every 
hour,  if  the  intereft  of  the  Grand  Seignior  be 
at  ftake.  I  mull  be  a  Mahometan,  Chriftian, 
Jew,  or  any  thing  that  will  ferve  a  turn  ;  dif- 
lemble  with  God  and  Man,  blafpheme  the  Pro- 
phets, curfe  the  True  Believers,  and  myfelf  too,, 
rather  than  baulk  the  Caule  I  am  engaged  in  : 
And  yet,  all  this  while  they  will  periuade  me, 
I  am  a  good  man,  and  mall  go  to  Paradife. 
As  if  the  Mufti's  difpenfations  were  available 
to  cancel  the  exprefs,  pofitive  law  of  God  ! 
Do  they  think  to  amufe  me  with  fuch  um- 
brages, and  fend  me  muzzled  to  Hell,  with  my 
eyes  open  r  I  tell  thee,  I  have  a  Confcience,  and 
fuch  a  Confcience  as  will  not  let  me  be  at  reft, 
in  this  manner  of  life.  It  were  better  to  die,, 
than  to  live  ftained  with  fo  many  prevarica- 
tions. I  know  not  what  to  do  amidft  fo  many 
terrors  :  I  feel  my  body  decay  apace,  and 
haftening  towards  its  difTolution.  What  will  be- 
come 
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come  of  me,  if  I  fhould  die  under  the  burthen 
of  fo  many  fins  ?  What  anfwer  (hall  I  be  able 
to  make  to  the  two  Inquifitors  of  the  Grave, 
the  Angels  who  fhall  examine  me,  who  is  my 
God,  and  who  is  my  Prophet,  and  what  is  my. 
Faith  ?  The  darknefs  of  that  Region  of  Sha- 
dows will  not  be  fufficient  to  hide  my  blufhes, 
and  the  confufion  I  fhall  be  in  at  fo  preffing  a 
trial. 

All  my  comfort  is,  That  I  have  yet  friends 
left,  to  whom  I  may  freely  vent  my  thoughts, 
and  afk  their  counfel. 

If  thou  haft  any  remains  of  that  friendfhip 
that  has  been  between  us,  weigh  my  cafe  tho- 
roughly, and  tell  me  whether  I  am  not  loft 
for  ever,  without  a  change  of  life  r  Flatter  me 
not,,  neither  ufe  the  artifices  of  civility,  in  pal- 
liating my  crimes;  but  fearch  my  wounds, 
and  give  me  thy  advice  without  thy  veil,  and 
Mahmut  fhall  efteem  thee  the  Phyfician  of  his_ 
Soul.  . 

Par!*,  ?4th  of  the  9th  Moon, 
of  tire  Year  164.9. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XIX. 

To   Kenan    BafTa,  Chief t  Treafurer   to  his 
Highnels  at  Conftantinople. 

IF  I  have  not  addrefTed  to  thee  before,  attribute 
it  to  my  Ignorance  of  thy  Quality  and  Perfon. 
As  foon  as  i  heard  of  thy  advancement  to  this 
important  truft,  I  refolved  to  faJute  thee,  as  be- 
comes a  Slave  in  my  poft,  and  to  wifh  thee  all 
the  happinefs  that  thou  can'ft  defire.  Yet,  when 
I  congratulate  thy  Rife,  remember,  I  do  but  wel- 
come thee  to  a  Precipice,  a  meer  Pinnacle  of  For- 
tune, where  thou  haft  no  reafon  to  expe&  fecure 
footing.  The  blaft  of  an  envious  mouth  will 
make  thee  totter.  Thou  breatheft  in  an  element 
full  of  tempefts.  The  fly  practices  of  a  Rival  may 
undermine  thee ;  or  the  more  open  frowns  of  thy 
Sovereign  may  caft  thee  down.  Thou  art  ever 
liable  to  the  malice  of  the  vulgar,  and  not  a  li'.tle 
in  danger  of  thy  own  weaknefs,  the  infeparable 
companion  of  humanity.  If  thou  fhouldeft  once 
look  with  difdain  on  thofe  that  are  beneath  thee, 
the  vaft  diitance  and  height  of  the  profpeft  may 
make  thee  giddy.  Therefore  it  would  be  good 
for  thee  to  have  thy  eyes  always  fix'd  on  thyfelf. 
That  will  prove  the  beft  Chart^  by  which  to  fteer 
thy  courfe  through  the  rocks  and  fands,  which  on 
all  hands  threaten  the  life  of  a  Courtier.  It  will 
not  be  amils  alfo  to  place  before  thee,  the  vaft 
examples  of  wife  men,  thy  Predecefibrs.  There 
is  a  greater  force  in  thefe,  than  in  the  beft  coun-> 
fels  ;  becaufe  matter  of  fact  leaves  no  room  for 
diftruft  :  Whereas  men  are.  naturally  jealous  of 
thofe  who  pretend  to  inftruft  them.  We  are  all 
fond  of  our  own  reafon  and  judgment ;  and  are 
apt  to  fufpcd  him  of  fomc  defign  who  feeks  to 

per- 
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perfuade  us,  though  to  our  good  :  Befides,  there 
is  a  Species  of  Pride,  a  Punctilio  of  Honour  in 
Mortals,  which  will  hardly  permit  us  to  yield  our- 
felves  in  a  condition  to  need  another's  advice  : 
Whence  comes  the  Arabian  Proverb,  which  fays, 
"  A  man  profits  more  by  the  fight  of  an  idiot, 
"  than  by  the  orations  of  the  learned."  We  all 
love  to  make  our  own  experiments,  and  fooner 
truft  any  fenfe  than  our  ears.  Therefore  the 
Lacedemonians  caufed  their  Slaves  to  be  made 
drunk  in  the  prefence  of  their  children  ;  that 
from  the  Squaljdnefs  of  the  Spectacle,  they  might 
conceive  a  hatred  againfl  that  vice,  which  by  all 
the  inftrudions  in  the  world  they  could  never  learn. 
to  obferve. 

The  crimes  of  fome  in  thy  Station  have  more 
of  fobriety  in  them,  but  lefs  honeity.  Wonder  not 
at  the  exprefiion,  nor  accufe  me  of  impudence.  I 
reflect  only  on  the  wicked  :  Number  not  thyfelf 
among  them. 

Thou  knoweft  it  has  been  an  ancient  cuftom 
for  our  renowned  Emperors  to  divert  themfelves  at 
certain  times,  with  the  fight  of  their  ineiHmable 
treafury.  I  am  no  ftranger  to  the  ceremonies 
ufed  at  fuch  times  ;  one  would  think  it  imppfllble 
amidft  fo  much  caution,  that  the  Grand  Seignior 
Ihouid  be  defrauded  of  the  leaft  part  of  his  wealth. 
I  do  not  (peak  of  the  Chamber  of  Arms,  or  thofe 
others  which  make  up  the  Imperial  Wardrobe. 
The  bulk  and  weight  of  thofe  rich  velvet  Bro- 
cades, and  other  furniture  of  gold  and  filver,  dil- 
courages  the  theft.  But  who  can  number  the 
Robberies  that  have  been  committed  among  the 
Jewels,  and  invaluable  Rarities  of  the  myfterious 
Clofet  ?  It  has  been  found  eafy  to  conceal  and 
tranfport  from  thence  whole  beds  of  diamonds, 
and  chains  of  pearl,  undifcovered,  I  will  not 
fay  unfufpecled,  at  the  times  when  Anackdar- 
Agafs  gives  three  Knocks  on  the  Cabinet  of  the 
Keys. 

There  are  hours  of  munificence  and  royal  boun- 
ty* 
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ty,  when  the  auguft  Lord  of  the  Mines  is  pleafed 
to  gratify  his  Slaves  with  gifts,  and  make  them 
fenhble  they  ferve  him,  who  commands  this  upper 
World,  and  that  underneath. 

No  Prince  can  difcommend  this  domeftic 
fport  of  our  Sovereign,  when  he  makes  his  Pages 
fcrambie  for  Diamonds  and  Rubies,  fmce  it  gives 
him  a  taite  of  his  Humanity  ;  nothing  being 
more  agreeable,  in  cafes  on  this  fide  of  amorous 
jealoufy,  than  to  let  others  partake  of  our  plea- 
lures  :  And  'tis  the  peculiar  delight  of  Kings 
fometimes  to  Uy  afule  their  ftate  and  grandeur, 
to  be  familiar  with  their  attendants,  making  'em 
their  companions,  or,  at  l.aft,  their  Proxies,  in 
many  enjoyments. 

But  'tis  pity  their  favour  mould  be  abufed,  as 
it  has  been,  in  the  inftance  I  mentioned.  Thoii 
art  no  ftranger  to  the  Records  of  the  Hafna,  which 
tell  us,  That  when  Gelep  Chiaus  Bafla  was  made 
thief  Treafurer,  in  the  reign  of  Sultan  Muilapha, 
the  lucre  of  the  glittering  jewels  had  tempted  him 
to  defraud  his  Mafter,  to  the  value  of  five  hun- 
dred thoufand  Zequins  ;  which,  upon  the  infor- 
mation of  three  Pages,  and  a  diligent  fearch,  were 
found  in  his  trunks. 

It  has  been  whifpered  alfo,  That  few  have  en- 
joyed that  office,  who  have  not  purloined  fome- 
thing  from  the  Imperial  coffers.  They  fay,  'tis 
an  hereditary  theft,  delivered  by  tradition  from 
one  to  another;  every  Hafnadarbafll  being  ad- 
vanc'd  to  that  honour  by  the  recommendation  of 
his  Predecellbr,  for  the  fervice  he  has  done  him 
in  conniving  at  thefe  practices,  which  cannot  be 
hid  from  any  of  the  Sixty  who  guard  the  Royal 
Wealth. 

Thou  canft  not  blame  me,  f(  r  putting  thee  in 
mind  of  thefe  things ;  in  regard  I  am  command- 
ed to  write  with  all  freedom  to  the  fublime  Mi- 
nifters,  whatever  concerns  the  intereft  of  our  great 
Mafter. 

I  have  no  more  to  fay,  but  to  defire  thee,  in 

tranf- 
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tranfmitting  what  money  is  appointed  for  me  to 
be  timely  and  pun&ual,  to  fend  Duplicates  by 
different  Ports,  that,  if  one  mould  mifcarry,  I  may 
not  be  at  a  lofs  :  For,  there  is  no  credit  for  a 
Mufiulman  at  Paris.  Eliachim  would  fupply  nv; 
with  what  may  fuffice  a  Dervich  j  but  it  belongs 
to  thee  to  take  care,  that  I  want  not  what  is  rc- 
quifite  for  an  Agent  of  the  Grand  Seignior. 


Pans,  2*d  of  the  loth  Moo», 
of  the  Year  1649. 


LETTER    XX. 

To  Pefteli  Hali,  his  Brother. 

I  Unwillingly  concluded  my  laft  letter,  before 
•*•  I  had  vented  half  my  thoughts  on  thofe  Ori- 
ental fubje&s,  fo  full  of  inftruclion  and  pleafure. 
Thy  Journal  is  become  my  pocket-companion. 
I  carry  it  with  me  to  the  Gardens  and  Solitudes, 
and  even  to  the  Libraries  and  Churches:  To  which 
Jaft,  I  am  obliged  to  go  fometimes,  that  I  may 
avoid  fufpicion. 

The  Chriftians,  when  they  enter  the  moil  de- 
lightful Gardens  of  Paris,  fpend  their  time,  and 
weary  themielves,  in  walking  forward  and  back- 
ward.. They  will  rneafure  leveral  leagues  in  tra- 
veriing  one  Alley  :  Which  vain  cultom,  thou 
knowcft,  is  contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  KiitK-rn 
People,  who  love  LO  folacc  themfelves,  in  firtin;^ 
ftill  under  the  cool  fhades,  and  feeding  their  eyes 
with  the  grateful  verdure  of  trees,  their  noil-s 
with  the  fragrant  fmell  of  herbs  and  flower;, 
and  their  ears  with  the  pretty  melody  of  the  birds  : 
All  which  ierve  as  helps  to  their  contempla- 
tion. 

After 
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After  this  manner  I  many  times  pa (3  away  fome 
hours  in  the  gardens  of  this  city,  whereof  there 
are  great  plenty.  And  when  I  am  cloy'd  with 
the  fore-mention'd  pleafurc,  then  I  take  out  thy 
Journal,  and  fall  to  reading ;  which  winds  up 
my  thoughts  afrem,  like  a  watch  that  is  down  : 
Nay,  it  opens  new  fources  of  contemplation,  and 
ferves  as  a  miraculous  Talifman  to  bring  China, 
India,  and  all  the  Eaft,  into  the  place  where  I  am  ; 
fo  lively  and  natural  are  thy  difcourfes  of  thole 
parts. 

When  I  am  in  Churches  it  ferves  me  inftead  of 
a  Prayer-Book  :  And,  whilft  others  are  babbling 
over  they  know  not  what,  or  at  leaft  thev  care  not 
what  j  I  offer  up  to  God  the  Firft-fruit  of  my 
reafon  and  knowledge,  which  he  has  given  me, 
to  diftinguim  me  from  all  forts  of  beafts,  whether 
in  hitman  lhape,  or  not. 

When  I  go  to  the  Libraries,  I  compare  thy 
Journals  with  the  Writings  of  others  who  treat  of 
the  fame  matters  ;  and  find,  that  thou  agreed  with 
fome,  corre£eft  the  mif takes  of  others,  and,  in 
all,  fhewefr.  a  Genius  elevated  above  all  others 
of  the  common  Hiftorians  and  Travellers ;  who 
feek  rather  to  amufe  the  reader  with  uncouth 
ftories  and  adventures,  than  to  inftruft  him  with' 
what  is  really  ufeful  and  profitable. 

Thus  thy  Journal  is  become  the  companion 
of  my  folitudes,  the  object  of  my  ftudies,  and 
the  help  to  my 'devotions  abroad;  and  it  is  no  < 
lefs  the  diverfion  of  my  retirement  and  melan- 
choly at  home.  I  am  a  great  admirer  of  Anti- 
quity ;  and  therefo;  -  an  old  craggy  rock,  o'er- 
grown  with  moljj,  and  full  of  gaping  Chafms,  is 
a  more  agreeable  light  to  me,  than  the  flow'ry 
meadows  or  verdant  groves  ;  becaufe  the  former 
looks  like  a  Relic  of  the  primitive  Chaos  ;  where- 
as, I  know  the  latter  to  be  only  the  product  of 
the  laft  Spring.  'Tis  for  this  reafon,  thy  Narra- 
tive affords  me  fo  vail  a  delight,  becaufe  it  treats 

of 
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of  the  moft  ancient  Kingdoms  and  Governments  in 
the  World  :  and  is  not  fluffed  with  Chimera's 
and  Fables,  as  moft  Relations  of  thofe  Countries 
are ;  but  gives  us  a  fmcere  and  true  account  of 
whatever  is  confiderable,  without  touching  on  im- 
pertinencies. 

But  above  all,  I  am  delighted  with  that  part 
\vhich  relates  thy  travels  in  China :  That  coun- 
try being  of  fo  vaft  an  extent,  fo  rich,  fo  popu- 
lous j  the  people  fo  induftrious,  learned,  and  po- 
litic (befidcs  the  Antiquity  of  their  Empire,  which 
cannot  in  that  point  be  match'd  by  any  Go- 
vernment under  the  Heavens  ;)  that  the  exaft 
knowledge  of  thefe  things  feems  to  me  of  great- 
er moment,  than  any  other  difcoveries  whatfo- 
ever. 

What  thou  fayeft  of  the  Chinefe  letters  and 
words  fhews,  That  thou  haft  made  fome  in- 
fpe<5tion  into  that  language.  And  thy  remarks 
on  the  long  fucceflion  and  feries  of  their  Kings, 
is  an  argument,  that  thou  art  no  ftranger  to  their 
Chronology,  which  takes  in  many  thoufanJs  of 
Years  before  Noah's  flood.  Thou  art  very  exact 
in  enumerating  their  public  Tribunals  and  Courts 
of  Juftice ;  as  alfo  in  defcribing  fome  remarkable 
bridges,  temples,  palaces,  and  other  ftrudtures  : 
Which  ferve  to  give  the  reader  a  true  Idea  of 
the  magnirlcence'and  grandeur  of  the  Chinefe  Em- 
perors ;  and  of  the  ingenuity  of  the  people,  who 
ieem  to  excel  all  others  in  Arts  and  Sciences.  In 
a  word,  it  is  evident,  that  thou  didft  not  pafs  thy 
time  with  thy  arms  folded,  whilft  thou  vert  in 
that  Kingdom.  And  I  know  not  how  better  to 
cxprefs  the  efteem  I  have  for  thee,  on  the  ac- 
count of  the  pains  thou  haft  taken  to  inform  both 
thyfclfand  me  in  matters  of  fo  great  importance, 
than  by  giving  thee  an  account  of  what  progrefs 
the  Tartars  have  made  in  the  Conqueft  of  that 
Empire,  fmce  thy  return  to  Conftantinople.  In 
my  lail  I  acquainted  thee  with  the  Coronation  of 

the 
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the  Tartar  King  at  Pekin ;  fmce  which,  other 
veflels  are  arrived  from  thofe  parts,  which  bring 
an  account  that  the  young  Tartarian  Conqueror 
foon  puflied  forward  his  victories  ;  and  marching 
with  an  army  into  Corea,  (which  Kingdom,  thou 
Icnowefr,  borders  on  China)  the  King  of  that 
Country  made  his  fubmiflions  ;  and  entering  into 
a  league  with  Zunchi,  held  his  Crown  in  Fee  of 
that  victorious  Emperor. 

Afterwards  he  haltened  to  fubdue  the  Provinces, 
which  remain'd  unconquer'd.  His  method  in  ac- 
complifhing  this  great  work  was  by  fwift  marches, 
like  another  Alexander  the  Great;  and  by  laying 
fiege  to  the  principal  city  of  a  Province,  which  he 
never  failed  either  to  take  by  force,  or  compelled 
to  furrender,  that  fo  they  might  efcape  famine  : 
And  when  this  was  done,  he  took  poffeffion  both 
of  it  and  the  whole  Province,  fummoning  the  ci- 
ties of  lefler  note  to  furrender  ;  which  they  fddom 
refufed  after  they  had  beheld  the  Fate  of  the  firft. 
Thus,  in  a  little  time  he  became  mafter  of  all  that 
fpacious  Empire. 

The  fame  of  his  fuccefs  quickly  brought  in- 
numerable Tartars  out  of  their  native  country 
to  follow  the  fortune  of  their  Emperor.  To.  thefc 
he  gave  the  chief  Offices  in  his  Army,  and  conti- 
nued the  Chinefe  in  the  adminiftration  of  Civil  af- 
fairs ;  and,  as  a  token  of  their  fubjeciion,  he  com- 
manded all  the  Chinefe  to  cut  their  hair  fhort, 
and  to  cloath  themfelves  after  the  fafhion  of  the 
Tartars. 

They  give  a  high  character  of  this  young  Prince, 
who,  amidft  fo  many  fuccefies  and  triumphs,  dif- 
covers  not  the  leaft  vain  glory,  but  contains  him- 
felf  within  the  bounds  of  a  virtuous  moderation, 
afcribes  all  to  the  Decrees  of  Deftiny,  and  is  not 
in  the  leaft  puffed  up  with  any  of  his  glorious 
adlions  j  which  is  an  argument  of  a  fpint  truly 
heroic.  And  yet  this  Prince  is  an  Idolater,  as 
are  ail  the  Tartars  of  that  nation  j  or  rather,  they 
are  men  of  no  Religion,  which  makes  their  mo- 
•  rals 
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rals  the  more  admirable  :  For,  according  to  the  re- 
lation of  thole  who  came  laft  from  China,    the 
Tartars  are  very  temperate  and  continent  people, 
abhorring  thofe  vices  which  are  but  too  common 
in  other  parts  of  the  world,  and  from  which  the 
true  Believers  themfelves  are  not  free.     They  are 
rigoroufly  juft .alfo,  and  punifh  all  manner  of  frauds 
and  dec'eit  with  immediate   death.     As   for  their 
conduct  and  courage  in   the  Wars,  there    is   no 
Nation  furpafles  them,  few  are  their  equals.    They 
are    paflionate   lovers  of  an   active  life,  fpending 
moft  of  their  time   on  horfeback,  cither  in  hunt- 
ing wild   beafts,  or  fighting  with  their  enemies : 
And  their  horfes  are  the  beft  and  moft  courage- 
ous in  the  world.      There  is  nothing   the  Tar- 
tars fo   much   defpife,    as   the   fedentary    life    of 
Students  and  learned  men  ;  accounting  them   the 
burthen    of   a  Commonwealth,    lazy  drones,  tit 
only    to  be  fold  for  flaves :  But  men   of  fervice 
and  merit  in  the  wars  they  have  in  great  efteem  ; 
never  failing  to  reward  fuch  with  dignities  and 
commands,    proportionable   to   their  deferts   and 
capacities.    Nay,  fuch  is  the  martial  Genius  of 
this    nation,    that   the  very  women  ride  to  the 
wars  with  the  men,  and  perform  exploits  above 
what    is    expected   from  that    foft    and   delicate 
fex.     Both  men   and  women  are  habituated  from 
their  infancy  to  live  in  tents   or  waggons,  there 
being  very  few  cities  in  all  Tartary  :  There  they 
are  inur'a  to  hunger,  cold,  thirft,  and  all    other 
methods  of  a  frugal  and  hardy  life.     This  is  that 
which  renders  them  excellent  foldiers,  and  a  ter- 
ror to  all  the  nations  round  about  them.     This 
is   that  which  fo  foon  reduced  all  China  to  their 
obedience ;  the  Chinefe,  among  all  their  virtues 
and  acccomplifhments,  being  the  moft  effeminate 
people  upon  earth.     This,  no  doubt,  thou  haft  ob- 
i'erved. 

Brother,  I  advife  thee  to  go  to  Kerker  Haflan 
Bafla,  our  countryman,  and  prefent  to  him  thefe 
obfervations  on  the  Tartars  j  which  thou  may'ft 

eafily 


I; 
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eafily  do,  by  tranfcribing  what  is  for  thy  turn 
out  of  this  Httcr.  He  inherits  his  father's  G-C-, 
nius;  who,  thott  knoweit,  was  one  of  the  great- 
eft  Hunters  in  all  Arabia,  and  has  a  character 
not  much  different  from  what  I  have  here  gi- 
ven thee  of  the  Tartars.  That  Baffa  will  take 
reat  delight  in  thefe  Memoirs,  and  will  think: 
imfelf  obliged  to  make  thee  fome  proper  ac- 
knowledgment. He  is  generous  and  great,  and 
it  lies  in  his  power  to  promote  thee.  I  have 
writ  to  him  already,  and  have  given  him  an 
Encomium  of  thy  ability.  I  will  fecond  with  it 
another  letter,  in  anfwer  to  one  I  lately  received 
from  him,  wherein  he  defires  a  farther  account 
of  China.  I  will  inform  him  therefore  of  fe~ 
vcral  pafTages  out  of  thy  Journal.  He,  no  doubt, 
to  make  a  farther  trial  of  thy  knowledge,  will 
aflc  thee  feveral  queftions  relating  to  thefe  mat- 
ters. So  fhalt  thou  have  a  fair  opportunity  of 
rendering  thyfelf  confpicuous,  and  of  gaining 
his  efteem.  Follow  my  advice ;  take  tune  by 
the  forelock,  and  the  event  (hall  prove  happy, 

Paris,  8th  of  the  nth  Moon, 
of  the  Year   1649. 


VOL.  IV.  E  L  E  T- 
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LETTER     XXI. 
To  Kerker  HafTan,   Bafla. 

J  Received  thy  commands,  and  am  proud  of  the 
honour  thou  haft  done  me  in  requiring  the 
imallett  fervice  at  my  hands,  efpccially  one  of 
this  nature,  which  is  an  argument,  That  my 
former  relation  of  China  was  acceptable  to  thec. 
This  I  account  my  honour  and  happinefs,  that 
I  have  a  brother  who  has  made  fuch  confiderable 
improvements  in  his  travels  :  For  'tis  to  him  I 
owe  the  knowledge  I  have  of  that  country,  and 
the  other  parts  of  the  Eaft.  As  for  my  coufm 
Ifouf,  he  would  never  vouchfafe  to  fend  me  a 
fyllable  relating  to  his  Travels,  though  he  had 
rambled  throughout  Afia. 

I  defiredthis  favour  of  him  in  fcveral  letters,  but 
have  received  no  anfwer ;  fo  that  I  know  not  whe- 
ther he  be  dead  or  alive.  My  friends  are  very 
backward  in  writing  to  me;  and,  unlefs  it  be  forne 
of  the  Minifters  of  State,  who  fometimes  honour 
me  with  a  Difpatch,  though  very  rarely,  I  hardly 
receive  a  letter  from  my  familiar  friends  and  re- 
lations in  twenty  Moons  ;  which  makes  me  con- 
clude, that  abfence  of  fo  long  a  date  has  quite 
blotted  meant  of  their  minds. 

As  to  what  thou  defireft  farther  to  know,  con- 
cerning China,  my  brother  fays,  That  Empire  con- 
tains 4400  wall'd  towns  and  cities  ;  ^OCO  cafUes 
and  towers  of  defence  on  the  frontiers,  wherein 
are  always  garrifon'd  a  million  of  foldiers,  who 
are  reliev'd  at  due  times  by  others  of  equal 
number.  There  are  a  million  alfo  confiantly 
kept  in  pay  to  guard  the  governors  of  Provinces, 
Ambaflador?,  and  other  Officers  of  State :  The 
I  irpcror  of  China  maintaining  five  hundred 

thoufand 
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thoufand  horfe  to  attend  his  perfon.  All  this  is 
in  time  of  Peace.  But,  upon  any  Revolt  or  In- 
vafion,  the  forces  are  innumerable.  There  are  in 
China  331  bridges,  remarkable  for  their  ftrength 
and  magnificence,  beyond  all  others  in  the  world  ; 
2099  mountains  ;  lakes  and  medicinal  fountains 
1472;  1159  triumphal  arches  and  other  monu- 
ments, eredted  in  honour  of  valiant  and  learn- 
ed men  ;  272  libraries,  abounding  with  all  man- 
ner of  excellent  books  :  Temples  300,000,  and 
as  many  Pricits,  befides  the  Convents  of  their 
Religious.  They  reverence  3036  male  Saints, 
and  208  females.  All  which  have  temples  de- 
dicated to  their  honour,  befides  thofe  which  are 
confecratcd  to  the  fun,  moon,  and  ftars,  fire, 
air,  earth,  and  water,  and  to  the  Heavens  which 
comprehend  all,  and  to  the  celeftial  Gods 
who  rule  all,  and  to  the  fupreme  GOD,  cre- 
ator of  the  Worlds.  In  thefe  Temples  they 
celebrate  the  praifes  to  their  Gods  and  Heroes 
with  mufic  and  fongs,  incenfe  and  facriiices  ; 
believing,  That  all  things  which  are  confpi- 
cuous  tor  the  excellency  of  their  nature,  or  from 
which  mankind  receives  any  general  or  extra- 
ordinary benefit,  ought  to  be  worshipped  with 
divine  honours.  In  this  they  differ  not  from 
the  ancient  Pagans  of  Greece  and  Rome,  who 
had  almoft  as  many  Gods  and  Goddeffes  as 
tlure  were  feveral  creatures  in  the  world ;  fo 
that  there  was  no  beginning  or  ending  of  their 
fuperftitions ;  and  the  molt  learned  and  con- 
templative of  their  Priefts  found  the  Ceremo- 
nies of  their  Religion  to  be  an  inextricable  laby- 
rinth, where  they  were  often  loft.  Certainly, 
happy  arc  the  faithful  Muflulmans,  who  adore 
but  one  God,  the  fountain  of  the  Univerfe,  with- 
out entangling  thcmfelves  in  the  abfurdities  of  In- 
fidels. 

The  Chinefe  are  great  admirers  of  themfelves, 

;md  their  own  notions ;  believing,  that  no  peo- 

E  2  pie 
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pie  can  (land  in  competition  with  them  for  learn- 
ing, wifrlom,  and  riches.  They  have  a  v.ry  con- 
temptible Idea  of  all  other  Countries,  with  their 
inhabitants,  efteeming  them  either  us  Idiots  or 
Men  Peers. 

j  vs  conceitednefs  is  owing  to  their  igno- 
jance  of  the  reft  of  the  world  ;  for  they  feldom 
or  never  travel  beyond  the  limits  of  their  own 
Empire. 

I  could  fay  a  great  deal  more  of  this  people, 
but  it  will  be  better  for  thee  to  hear  it  from 
any.  brother,  who  has  been  there,  and  can  give 
ihee  an  ample  fatisfaction  in  all  tilings'  relating 
to  'that  Empire.  I  have  wrote  to  him  "to  go 
;>rd  kifs  the  duft  before  thy  feet.  If  thou  makeft 
trial  of  his  abilities,  thou  wilt  find  him  im- 
proved by  life  travels,  a  man  fit  for  bufmefs, 
and  one  in  whom  thou  may'ft  confide  ;  which 
is  a  virtue  never  enough  to  be  priz'd  in  thefe  cor- 
rupt l'i: 

In  thefe  things,  however,  mingle  thine  own 
difcretion  with  the  kindnefs  of  a  countryman,  and 
the  affe&ion  of  a  friend. 


Paris,  ?th  of  the  nth  Moon, 
efthe  Year  1649. 


LET- 
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LETTER     XXII. 
To  Cornezan,  Baffa. 


WERE  Ovid  alive,  the  events  of  this  year 
would  afford  him  matter  for  new  Fictions. 
He  would  either  tell  us,  That  the  Goddefs  of 
Love  has  fet  a  fpell  upon  Mars,  and  charm'd 
him  into  good  nature  ;  or,  That  he  had  dranlc 
fo  large  a  draught  of  Nepenthe,  as  made  him 
forget  his  old  trade  of  embroiling  Mortals  in 
War.  However  it  be,  Hymen  feems  to  have 
the  greateft  fhare  in  this  year's  action.  For, 
inftead  of  battles  and  fiegcs,  the  Nazarenc 
Princes  have  been  engaged  in  encounters  of  fet- 
ter characters,  the  gentle  affairs  of  Lev. 
Marriage. 

In  the  firft  Moon  the  new  King  of  Poland, 
whom  they  call  John  Cafimir,  married  the  wi- 
dow of  his  deceafed  brother.  In  the  ninth,  the 
Prince  of  Hainault  efpoufed  the  Duke  of  Hoi- 
item's  daughter :  And  the  laft  Moon  was  remark- 
able for  two  matches  ;  one  of  the  King  of  Spain, 
with  Anna  Maria,  the  German  Emperor's  daugh- 
ter ;  the  other  of  the  Duke  of  Mantua,  with  ffa- 
bella  Clara  of  Auftria.  . 

Thefe  are  all  brufhing  forward  in  the.  crowd 
of  the  Living  ;  they  are  bufy  in  augmenting 
the  Generations  of  Men  j  whilft  others  of  as 
high  Blood  are  gone  to  incrcafe  the  Number 
of  the  Dead  ;  being  enroll'd  among  the  Ghoftr, 
and  made  Denizens  in  the  Region  of  Sha- 
dows. 

The  Emprefs  of   Germany  died    in    the  fifth 

Moon  ;   the  Duke  of    Braganza   in    the  ninth  ; 

the  Dutchefs  of   Modena   in  the  eighth  j  and  a 

E  3  cer- 
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certain  German  Prince,  whofe  name  I  have  for- 
got, died  in  the  Moon  of  October.  Befides 
theie,  death  has  alio  arrefted  Oflalmfki,  the  great 
Chancellor  cf  Poland  ;  Wrangel,  General  or"  the 
Swedjih  army;  Frederic,  the  German  Ambaf- 
at  Rome;  Ferdinand,  elector  of  Cologne  ; 
:md  the  Viceroy  of  Bohemia,  who  was  by  his 
enemies  thrown  out  of  a  window,  and  his  brains 
vi  out.  So  that  tho'  Mars  may  have  feem'd 
TO  He  dormant  this  year,  yet  his  companion  in 
mifchief,  old  Saturn,  has  been  very  active,  as 
the  Aftrclogers  fay,  who  attribute  all  events  to 
the  Influx  of  the  Stars.  Some  are  alfo  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  Eclipfes  of  the  Sun  and  Moon, 
this  year,  were  prefages  of  the  death  of  thefe 
great  perfons.  They  might  as  well  plead,  That 
the  daily  Riling  and  Setting  of  thofe  Luminaries 
portended  all  the  tragical  events  that  happened 
on  earth  ;  fince  it  is  not  more  natural  for  them 
to  continue  unalterable  moving  from  Eaft  to 
Weft,  than  it  is  for  them  to  be  obfcur'd,  at  cer- 
tain determined  ftations,  in  their  journey,  by  In- 
terpofitions  which  happen  of  courfe. 

We  are  Grangers  to  the  chronologies  of  the 
Chincfe  and  Indian  Gentiles.  Neither  can  any 
good  account  be  now  given  of  the  ancient  Egyp- 
tian and  Aflyriap.  Records  :  They  run  many  Ages 
back  beyond  the  common  Epocha  of  the  Begin- 
ning of  the  World. 

•  But  the  whole  Syftem  of  known  Hiflory  relates 
but  two  extraordinary  or  preternatural  changes  in 
the  courfe  of  the  Sun  during  thefe  fix  thouiand 
years. 

One,  when  that  Luminary  flood  ftill  in  the  time 
of  Jehofhuah,  General  of  the  Ifraelitcs,  to  ferve 
Ends  of  DefHny,  and  prolong  the  light  of  the 
day  to  a  double  proportion,  'till  the  oppolite  army 
was  quite  dcitroy'd,  and  not  one  of  the  Uncir- 
cumcis'd  could  eicape  the  fwords  of  the  victorious 
fons  of  Jacob. 

-  That 
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That  ihy  prov'cl  a  long  night  to  their  Anti- 
:  They  tiirnM  them  (elves  in  their  beds, 
when  they  had  out-flcpt  the  ufual  hours  of  night, 
un -i  laid  in  their  hearts,  <c  Surely  the  Sun  is 
fallen  aflecp,  or  is  banq netting  with  the  Gods 
of  the  Sea  :  Perhaps  Thetis  detains  him  in 
her  embraces,  whilft  the  Tritons  fallen  his 
/lumbers  with  their  fofccft  mulic  ;  or  Neptune 
regales  in  the  palaces  of  the  deep."  Thus 
the  dilconfolate  Nations  argued  in  their  cham- 
bers :  They  were  alarm'd  with  fears  uf  unknown 
events. 

Such  as  dwelt  on  the  borders  of  the  earth, 
and  were  accuflom'd  to  mark  the  conilant  Ebbing 
and  Flowing  of  the  S.a,  admired  the  delay  of 
the  ufual  tides,  and  afk'd,  £t  What,  was  become 
44  of  the  Moon  r"  For  that  Planet  alfo  flood  (till 
with  the  Sun. 

The  light  of  their  fouls  was  cclipfed,  and  their 
reafon  labour'd  under  a  greater  darknefs  than  that 
which  troubled  their  eyes.  They  were  ignorant 
of  the  Works  of  God  ;  and  knew  not  that  the 
celeftial  Orbs  flood  {till  at  the  command  of  \h? 
Spirit  which  formed  them,  even  at  the  Word  of 
the  Prophet  infpired  from  above. 

So  in  the  Days  of  Hezekiah,  King  of  the  Jews, 
the  S  :n  \vj-r  I  .ick  in  his  circuit,  and  all  the 
Frame  of  Heaven  was  retrograde  to  confirm  the 
Prophet's  good  news  when  he  told  the  fick  King, 
"  That  fate  had  prolong'd  his  life  for  fifteen 
"  years."  This  was  in  the  days  of  Merodack  Ba- 
ladan,  the  King  of  Babylon,  who  fent  Ambaf- 
fadors  to  congratulate  Hezekiah's  miraculous  re- 
covery. 

Betides  thefe,  nothing  has  happen'd  to  the  Sun, 
or  any  of  the  heavenly  Bodies,  beyond  the  ordi- 
nary courfe  of  Nature.  A  man  may  as  well 
prognosticate,  from  cloudy  weather,  the  calami- 
ties of  Emperors  and  meaner  men,  as  from  the 
Eclipfes  of  the  Sun  and  Moon,  fince  the  one,  as 
well  as  the  other,  obfcures  the  light  of  thofe'hen- 
E  4  venly 
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venly  Bodies :  And  the  former  quite  hides  them 
from  us  ;  which  is  the  greater  eclipfe  of  the  two. 

Let  us  pray  Heaven  to  grant  us  the  continual 
life  of  our  Senfes,  and  not  eclipfe  the  Light  of  our 
Reafon,  and  we  need  fear  no  Difaflcrs  from  tho 
common  Appearances  of  Nature. 

Paris,  7th  of  the  Moon  Chaban, 
of  the.  Year  1649, 


The  END  of  die  Firft  goon.. 
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BOOK     IT. 


LETTER      T. 

To  Muhammed  Eremit,  Inhabitant  of  the 
Prophetic  Cave  in  Arabia  the  Happy. 

PARDON    my  importunity,    if  I  this   once 
trouble  thec   with    an    addrcfs    of    fcruples, 
begging  thy  counfels  in   the  affairs  of  my 
1  ieern  to  my iclf  as  a  traveller  loft  in  a  vvilJer- 
nefs  of   doubts  and  uncertainties,  without  guide 
or  condudl.     Not   th.it  I    qucfticn    the  truth   of 
our  Holy  Religion,  or.  miftiuft   the  :i. 
the    Gent    of   GOD.     Cer.'ainly   I    reve; 
Book  of -Glory,  whole  Cicred  Yerficles  arc  trar.f- 
cribed    on  my   heart.     But  there   is-  vanling  to 
man  a  particular  condti^l  in  the  intii 

'  •  •.     I   have  not  the  art  cf  np;;iyirr 
. 
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occafions  and  neceflities.  Infinite  difficulties  arife 
from  my  daily  affairs.  My  converfation  with  In- 
fidels, and  the  duty  I  owe  my  great  Mafter, 
entangle  my  confcience.  I  am  embarrafled  on 
all  hands  ;  and,  whilfl  I  ftudy  to  conferve  purity,. 
I  find  myfelf  ftill  defiled. 

I  am  no  Heretic,  nor  in  the  number  of  thofe 
who  are  predeftinated  to  be  damn'd  for  the  in- 
jurious love  they  bear  to  Hali :  Injurious,  I  fay, 
becaufe  it  derogates  from  the  honour  they  owe  to 
Ofmar,  Olman,  and  Ebubecher,  the  true  fuccel- 
fors  of  the  Apoftle  of  God. 

As  I  firmly  believe  the  Alcoran,  fo  I  give  an 
entire  Faith  to  the  Book  of  Aflbnak,  or  the  Agree- 
ment of  the  Wife,  with  the  Writings  of  the  four 
principal  Imaums,  Han  iff,  Schafi,  Melechi,  and 
Hambeli.  And  I  am  refigned  to  the  Sentence  of 
the  Mufti,  as  our  Fathers  were  of  Old  to  the 
oraculous  determinations  of  the  Babylonian  Ca- 
liffs.  I  curfe  the  Kyzilbafchi  with  as  much  de- 
votion, as  I  pray  for  the  health  and  felicity  of 
true  Believers.  I  fpit  at  the  naming  of  thena, 
who  deny  the  Chapter  of  the  Covering,  and  the 
Verficles  brought  down  by  the  Squire  of  Ga- 
briel, in  honour  of  the  Prophet's  wife.  I  ne- 
ver lifted  up  my  hand  againft  any,  who  defcended 
from  the  Divine  Meflenger?  And  if,  in  my  paf- 
fion,  I  have  ever  curs'd  aMuflulman,  I  took  of  the 
duft  under  his  feet,  and  laid  it  on  my  lips,  be- 
fore the  fhadow  of  the  fun  had  advanc'd  a 
hair's  breadth  ;  and  fo  I  hinder'd  the  fwift  Re- 
corder of  cur  Words  from  regiftring  the  im- 
precation :  For  that  duft,  I  believe,  has  power 
to  blot  out  the  memorials  of  our  evil  words  and 
works. 

When  I  meet  a  Santone,  or  one  of  thofe  di- 
vinely mad,  I  put  in  practice  the  lefibn  of  Or- 
chanes  ;  .and  honouring  the  holy  Frantic,  I  fall 
down  and  adore  Virtue  in  that  contemptible  dif- 
guife. 

I  neglect 
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I  neglect  none  of  the  Purifications  commanded 
by  our  holy  Law-giver ;  but  rather  add  thofe 
that  we  Arabians  have  received  by  tradition  from 
our  Fathers,  the  fons  of  Ifmael  :  yet,  I  hope, 
in  cafe  of  neglect,  fome  indulgence  is  allowable 
to  a  MuiTulman  in  a  country  of  Infidels.  I  ufe 
the  Wafhing  of  Abdeft  at  all  times  in  my  cham- 
ber, where  no  curious  Eye  can  obferve  my  cleun- 
linefs,  or  fufpicious  apprchenfion  draw  conclu- 
fions'  of  my  being  a  Mahometan.  But  I  cannot 
thus  pra&ife  the  Wafhing  of  Taharet  ;  there 
being  not  fuch  conveniences  for  that  purpofe  in 
Paris,  as  in  Conftantinople  :  Yet  I  am  careful 
to  fupply  this  want  by  other  methods  of  purity  ; 
otherwiie  I  fhould  be  an  abomination  to  my- 
felf.  There  is  no  neceflity  that  I  fhould  fre- 
quent the  Bath,  who  never  touch'd  a  woman  ; 
yet  I  often  go  into  the  river,  taking  a  boat  with 
me  for  that  end,  and  caufing  myfelf  to  be  row- 
ed half  a  league  from  the  city,  where,  in  a  little 
bay  or  creek,  I  wafh  my  whole  body,  that  I 
may  do  fomething  beyond  the  obligation  of  the 
Law,  to  expiate  the  involuntary  breaches  of 
my  duty.  Yet,  after  all  this,  I  cannot  call  my- 
felf clean. 

I  pray  at  the  appointed  Hours  ;  or,  at  leaft,  if 
the  affairs  of  my  Commi/Tion  hinder  me  from  com- 
plying with  the  Law,  as  to  the  exact  time  of  the 
day,  "I  atone  for  that  neglect,  by  watching  the 
grcateft  part  of  the  night  :  And,  to  the  Oraifons 
appointed  by  Authority,  I  add  fupernumerary 
Prayers  of  my  own,  to  evidence  the  Sincerity  of 
my  Devotion.. 

I  fall  and  give  Alms,  according  to  my  Ability. . 
I  beftow  much  time  in  reading  and  meditating 
on  the  Alcoran.  In  a  word,  I  do  all  that  •  y 
reafon  tells  me  is  neceflary  to  render  me  a  good 
Muflulman  ;  and  yet  I  have  no  peace  in  my  mind. 
Methinks,  I  fee  our  holy  Prophet  furrowing  his 
brows  at  me,  and  darting-  angry  looks  from  his 

Para- 
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Paradifi  :  H_  Teems  to  reproach  me  wich  unclean- 
nefs  and  infidelity.  By  day,  my  imagination  trou- 
bles me  ;  and,  at  night,  I  am  terrified  with  tear- 
ful dreams  :  Which  makes  me  conclude,  that, 
nocwithdandin^  all  my  obedience  to  the  Law,  and 
the  Itricteft  care  I  take  to  acquit  myfelf  a  true 
Belie-/er,  yet  I  am  far  fhort  of  i»y  aim  ;  and 
therefore,  {  number  myfelf  with  thofe  with  whom 
God  is  difpleafed. 

It  is  impofllble  to  exprefs  the  horror  which  this 
thought  creates  in  me.  I  am  overwhelmed  fome- 
times  wnh  melancholy  and  deipair.  And,  be- 
caufe  I  am  forced  to  keep  my  grief  to  myfclf,. 
without  having  the  privilege  of  venturing  it  to  a 
boforn  friend,  it  is  ready  to  burft  my  heart. 

This  is  my  condition  at  certain  feafons,  which 
I  e!t^r:n  as  b.id,  or  worfe  than  thofe  who  are 
doom'd  to  Aaraf :  For,  as  they  cannot  enjoy 
the  felicities  of  Paradife,  fo  they  are  fecured  from 
the  torments  of  the  damned  ;  whereas,  for  aught 
I  know,  n^y  portion  may  be  in  Hell.  Wilt  thoa 
know  how  I  redrefs  this  evil  temper  of  mind, 
and  what  method  I  take  to  cure  my  melancholy  ? 
Receive  it  not  as  a  flattery,  when  I  tell  thee, 
thou  art  ir.-y  phyfician,  and  the  Idea  of  thy  in- 
nocent life,  my  medicine.  When  I  have  roll'd 
over  ten  thoufand  thoughts,  which  afford  me 
no  eafe  or  relief,  no  foonerdol  fix  my  contempla- 
tion on  the  Solitary  of  mount  Uriel,  but  a  fudden 
beam  of  light  and  comfort  glance  .•  through  my 
foul.  I  Jjromife  myfelf  greater  fatikfiction 
thy  advice,  than  from  all  the  Imaurns  and  Mol- 
lahs  of  t!ie  Lmpire. 

TJ1  me  therefore,   O  ho!}  ^::d  pious  F remit, 
how  fh.'l  I  diiT.paie  tht-feiri -I.  .>f  jn-'   . 
nefs,  v/hich  envelop  my  mii.J,  u..d  i.ii-.-att;; 
Focate  my  intellect. 

If,  in   tli.  rr.d   confiif.')?!,    I    'hould 

apply  myfelf  fo  the  Difc:ples  of  ;Mha/,or.  IT  !..- 
ftru:tio;i,  hcj  v».ll  puzzle  me  v.  .  nicc- 
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ties  about  the  Eflence  and  Unity  of  God  ;  where- 
as I  am  too  much  troubled  already  with  di  (tract  ing; 
(peculations  ;  I  feek  not  to  dive  into  that  which' 
is  incomprehenfible,  but  to  be  inftructeJ  in  the 
plain  and  intelligible  way  to  happinefs.  \Vhat1 
imports  it,  whether  God  be  good  by  his  Good- 
nefs,  or  by  his  Eflence  ?  This  is  to  throw  me- 
taphyfical  duft  in  my  eyes,  and  fo  leave  me  in  a 
worle  condition  than  they  found  me. 

No  better  light  muft  I  expect  from  the  Mom- 
fconderan  :  For,  if  they  are  ftrict  obfervers  of  the 
law,  fo  am  I,  where  the  Precepts  are  applicable  to 
my  condition  and  circumftances.  But  I  want  a 
direction  to  many  emergencies,  for  which  the  Al- 
coran feems  to  have  made  no  provifion,  but  leaves 
a  man  to  the  conduct  of  his  own  prudence  ;  and  I 
muft  confefs,  I  dare  not  truft  mine  in  all  cafes 
of  this  nature.  Befides,  inftead  of  interpreting  to 
me,  in  plain  ftyle,  the  Statutes  of  the  Law,  they 
will  confound  me  with  high  and  unintelligble 
notions  of  the  Divine  Attributes,  which  are  fuf-* 
ficient  to  dazzle  the  intellect  of  the  brighteft  Se- 
raphims  :  And,  if  they  could  once  perfuade  me 
to  be  zealous  for  their  fpeculations,  I  might,  in 
time,  turn  fuch  another  religious  foci,  as  was 
one  of  their  Followers,  the  Poet  Namifi,  who  be- 
ing wrapp'd  in  his  profound  fpeculation  of  the 
Divine  Unity,  and  hearing^  an  Imaum  pronounce 
the  facred  Sentence,  G  O  D  is  One,  gave  him  the 
lye,  and  told  him,  That  he  multiply'd  the  Di- 
vinity in  aligning  it  any  Attribute,  tho'  it  were 
only  that  which  exprefled  his  Unity.  For  which 
impudent  aflertion  he  was  flay'd  alive. 

In  as  bad  condition  fhould  1  be  if  I  afk'd  the 
adv'ce  or"  the  Muferin,  thofe  Infidels  in  Mafque- 
nuie,  who,  under  the  difguife  of  Mufiulmans,  deny 
the  Being  of  a  God,  aUert  all  things  to  come  by 
chpncr,  and  live  without  hope  or  faith  of  another 
hfe.  For  if  this  were  rue,  that  there  were  no  re- 
ward or  ixinifliment  of  good  or  bad  work:,  I  would 

cither 
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either  foon  make  my  way  to  earthly  happinefs,. 
by  not  boggling  at  any  vice  that  would  conduce 
to  that  end  :  or,  if  I  fail'd  in  that  attempt,  I 
would  not  tamely  wait  for  a  Martyrdom  from 
men,  but  bravely  ridmyfelf  of  a  life  which  was  at- 
tended with  nothing  but  mifery. 

Almoft  as  bad  as  thefe  are  the  Hairet,  thofe 
Mahometan  Sceptics,  who  dare  not  truit  their 
own  rcafon,  but  are  ever  wavering  and  irrefo- 
lute.  If  I  fhould  feelc  for  inftruclion  at  their  hand, 
they  would  anfwer  me,  "  God  knows  belt  what  I 
"  ought  to  do  ;"  and  fo  leave  me  in  the  fame  fuf- 
pence  as  I  was  before. 

Much  worfe  are  the  Guaid,  thofe  morofe  inter- 
preters of  the  Law  of  Mercy,  who  damn  a  man  ir- 
recoverably to  Hell  for  committing  one  mortal  Sin. 
This  is  enough  to  drive  all  mankind  todefpair. 

Indeed  the  jVIorals  of  the  Sabcn  pleafc  me,  who 
feem  to  be  perfect  Mahometan  Stoics,  afcribing 
all  events  to  Deftiny,  and  the  Influence  of  the 
Stars.  I  could  willingly  embrace  the  advice  of 
Philolophers,  who  appear  fo  void  of  paflioir;  but 
I  could  never  join  with  them  in  adoring  the  fun, 
moon,  and  conftellations  of  Heaven,  becaufe  the 
Alcoran  has  exprefly  forbidden  it.  And  were 
there  no  fuch  prohibition,  my  own  reafon  would 
convince  me,  that  I  ought  as  well  to  adore  the 
fire  for  warming  me,  and  ferving  my  other  ne- 
ceijities,  or  the  water  forquenching  my  thirft,  and 
purifying  me,  or  my  hands  for  feeding  me,  as  to 
pay  thefe  divine  honours  to  the  ca;l  ell  nil  bodies  ; 
Jince  the  one,  as  well  as  the  other,  act  according 
to  their  nature. 

In  a  word,  of  all  the  innumerable  Seels  into  which 
the  Muflulman  Empire  is  divided,  I  cannot  expecl: 
entire  fatisfaclion  from  any;  for,  if  they  appear 
orthodox  in  fome  Tenets,  in  others  they  are  mani- 
feltly  heretical.  Yet  1  cannot  but  fet  a  higher 
value  on  fome  than  others,  as  their  doctrines  and 
practices  approach  nearer  to  reafon  and  truth.  For 

I  am 
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I  am  not   yet  fuch  an   Academic   as  to  afk  that   • 
meck-queftion, "  What  is  Truth  ?" 

Doubtlefs  our  Fathers  knew  it,  and  the  Mef- 
fenger  of  God  was  fent.  to  divulge  it  on  earth. 
But  if  ignorance,  fuperftition,  and  error  have  ba- 
rrifh'd  it  from  Courts  and  Cities,  let  us  feek  it  in 
the  Defurt.  Perhaps  we  may  rind  this  wanderer 
among  the  rocks  or  woods  ;  or,  'tis  pofiible,  (he 
lias  fhelter'd  herfelf  in  fome  den  or  cave  j  as  hop- 
ing for  greater  favour  from  the  wild  beafts,  than 
from  the  fociety  of  men; 

If  Truth  be  no  where  to  be  found  entire,  but  , 
has  divided  herfelf  among  the   different  Religions 
and  Seels  in  the  world,  then,  rather  than  mifs   of 
this  divine   Jewel,   I   will  fearch   for   it  in   frag- 
ments, and  whatfoever  is  rational  and  pious  in  any 
Seel:  I  will  embrace,  without  concerning  rnyfelf  in 
their  follies  and  vices. 

After  all,  the  Munafihi  fecm  to  be  the  only 
orthodox  and  illuminated  of  G  O  D  ;  who,  decli- 
ning the  private  by-ways  of  Schifmatics,  walk  in; 
the  high  road  of  prifttne  juftice  and  piety,  follow- 
ing the  fteps  of  the  Ancients,  and  obeying  the 
traditions  which  know  no  origin.  Among  thefe 
thou  appeareft  as  another  Pythagoras,  confirming 
them  by  thy  example  in  an  innocent  life ;  en- 
during the  utmoft  feverities  and  abftinence,  rather 
than  be  guilty  of  (bedding  the  blood  of  thofe.  crea- 
tures, which  the  great  Lord  of  all  things  created 
to  enjoy  the  herbage  of  the  field,  and  to  par- 
take of  the  common  bleffings  of  Nature  as  well 
as  we. 

To  thee  therefore  I  have  recourfe,  as  to  an 
Oracle :  tell  me,  O  facred  Sylvanian,  am  I  not 
obliged  to  obey  the  Infpirations  of  my  Nature, 
or  better  Genius,  which  tells  me,  'tis  a  butcherly 
and  inhuman  life  to  feed  on  flaughtered  animals  ? 
Dili  not  all  thofe  who  aiirTd  at  Perfection  among 
the  primitive  Difciples  of  the  Prophet,  abftain 
from  murthering  the  brutes  ?  'Tis  true,  the  Mef- 
icnger  of  GOD  did  not  pofitively  enjoin  Ab- 
ftinence 


88          LETTERS   WRIT  BY 

ftincnce  from  Flefh ;  yet  he  recommended  it  as  a 
divine  Counfel ;  and  thofe,  whom  he  indulg'd  the 
liberty  of  eating  it,  he  ty'd  up  to  certain  condi- 
tions. •  Do  not  all  the  religious  Orders  preach  up 
Abftinence,  both  in  their  Sermons  and  Lives?  I 
make  no  longer  doubt,  but  the  corruption  of  man- 
ners, and  voluptuoufnefs  of  men,  are  the  caules 
that  this  ancient  fobriety  is  now  difufed  and  flight- 
ed. My  own  experience  confirms  me  in  this  opi- 
nion, who  have  often  attempted  to. live  in  Abfti- 
nence ;  but,  by  the  force  of  a  voracious  appetite, 
fufler'd  myfelf  to  ha  carried  back  to  my  old  In- 
temperance. 

Yet,  in  eating  fkfri,  I  have  been  precife'y  care- 
ful to.obferv'ethe  prohibition  of  our  holy  Prophet, 
fo  long  as  it  was  in  my  power  ;  I  never  know- 
ingly tailed  of  Liocd,  nor  of  any  thing  ftrangled  or 
knocked  down.  But  it  is  impofllble  for  me  to 
aiFurc  myfelf  of  this,  or  that  all  the  flefti  I  eat 
was  killed  in  pronouncing  that  tremendous  Nr.me 
which  gave  it  Life.  Neither  could  I  once  efcape 
a  necefiity  of  eating  Swine's  Flefh. 

But  I  abominate  myfelf  for  this  involuntary 
crime;  and  to  obviate  the  like  ten,pt;\tion  for  t lie 
future,  I  will  tafle  of  nothing  that  has  breathed 
the  common  air;  being  inclined  to  believe  tr.e 
Metempfychpfis  ;  which,  if  it  be  true,  I  vvifh  for  no 
greater  happinefs,  than  that,  in  my  next  change, 
my  Soul  may  pafa  into  the  body  of  the  Came:, 
•which-fhall  carry  thee  to  Mecca, 

P3-:S  74th  of  the  id  Mo.n, 
of  the  Year  1650, 


LET- 
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LETTER      II. 

To  Minezem  Alu^h,  Bafla.. 

MY  intelligence  from  the  Imperial  Porte 
fometimes  arrives  too  late  ;  either  thro' 
leglect  of  Kifus  Dvmolec,  to  whom  that 
care  is  committed,  or  through  the  badnefs  of 
the  roads,  which  many  times  are  impaffable  ; 
befides  the  frequent  ftops  aad  interceptions  of 
the  Polls  in  this  time  of  War;  which  is  the  rea- 
fon  I  do  not  always  hear  of  the  Alterations  at 
the  Seraglio,  and  the  Changes  that  are  made  in  the 
Governments  of  the  mining  Empire,  'till  many 
Moons  are  pafs'd  :  Who  is  exalted,  or  who  made 
Manfoul,  are  things  to  which  Mahmut  is  for  a 
time  a  great  ft  ranger. 

Therefore  thou  haft  no  reafon  to  be  offended 
that  I  am  thus  late  in  fending  to  thee  my  congra- 
tulatory addrefs;  but  reft  confident,  that  I  wifli 
thee  increafe  of  happinefs,  fike  the-  fprouting  of 
the  Palm. 

As  a  mark  of  my  duty  and  affection,  I  (hall 
now  acquaint  thee  with  news,  which,  though  it 
nuy  fetm  of  final  I  import  to  the  Divan,  yet  has 
fiartlul  all  Europe. 

It  is  the  imprifonment  of  three  of  the  French 
Princes ;  not  thofe  of  the  ordinary  Rank,  but 
Branches  of  the  royal  Stem,  whofe  names  ara 
not  unknown  in  the  Seraglio,  the  Refidence  o£ 
Fame.  They  are  the  Princes  of  Conde  and  Conti,. 
brothers,  and  the  Duke  of  Longueville,  huf- 
band  to  their  fifter.  They  are  the  principal  fub- 
je&s  of  this  Nation;  all  three  having  the  ma- 

jeftic 
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jeftic  Blood  of  the  Kings  of  France   running  in 
their  veins. 

They  owe  their  confinements  to  Cardinal 
Mazarini,  or  rather  to  their  own  inartificial 
conduct.  The  Prince  of  Conde  is  a  paflionate 
man,  and  has  never  learned  how  to  conceal  his 
refentinents.  When  he  firit  return'd  from  the 
battle  of  Lens  in  Flanders,  whereof  I  formerly 
gave  an  account,  the  Infurrection  of  Paris  be- 
gan. The  Prince  block'd  up  the  city,  and 
promis'd  the  Cardinal  (agjiinft  whom  alone  ail 
this  itonn  was  rais'd)  That  he  would  cither 
bring  him  back  in  triumph  to  Paris,  or  die 
in  the  attempt.  He  perform'd  his  word  ;  and 
the  Cardinal  rode  through  the  ftreets  of  Paris 
in  the  fame  coach  with  tho.  King,  Queen,  and 
all  the  Royal  Blood,  after  the  ficge  was  rais'd, 
and  a  Peace  concluded.  And  the  Prince,  when 
he  alighted  out  of  the  coach,  addrefs'd  him- 
felf  thus  to  the  Cardinal,  "  Now,  fir,  I  efteera 
"  myfelf  the  happicft  man  in  the  world,  in. 
"  that  I  have  been  able  to  perform  my  En- 
**  gagements,  in  bringing  your  Eminence  back 
"  to  Paris  ;  and  that  by  my  prefence  the  ha- 
"  tred,  which  the  multitude  have  for  your  per- 
"  fon,  was  reprefs'd  whilft  we  pafs'd  through  the 
"  itreets." 

'1  his  too  nearly  touch'd  the  Cardinal.  And 
indeed  the  Queen,  with  all  the  reft,  were  fen- 
iible,  that  the  Prince  had  far  over-fhot  him- 
felf  in  this  laft  expreflion.  However,  the  Car- 
dinal reply'd  in  a  kind  of  modefty,  not  wholly 
void  of  choler  and  difdain  :  "  Sir,  you  have 
"  not  only  oblig'd  me  to  that  height,  but  have 
"  done  the  Kingdom  fo  confiderable  a  ferv'cc 
"  in  this  action,  that  I  fear  neither  their  Ma- 
"jefties  nor  myfelf  fhall  be  ever  in  a  itate  to 
*'  make  you  anfwerable  compenfation." 

Thofc,  who  flood  by  and  heard  thefe  inter- 
changeable difcourfes,  were  apt  to  interpret  the 

nrlt 
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firft  for  a  reproach,  and  the  fecond  as  a  menace.. 
Since  it  is  not  ufual  for  great  men  to  over-value 
the  fervices  they  do  their  King  and  Country  ;  and 
for  Princes,  when  they  cannot  duly  reward  an 
eminent  performance,  to  turn  their  gratitude  in- 
to hatred. 

This  is  certain,  That  the  Prince  of  Conde 
has  prefum'd  much  on  the  merits  of  his  late  fer- 
vices ;  and  it  was  not  eafy  for  the  Queen  or 
the  Cardinal  to  invent  fuch  acknowledgments  as 
he  expected.  For  he  imagined  they  ought  to  deny 
him  nothing,  who  had  fo  often  hazarded  his  life 
for  their  imerefr.. 

It  was  on  this  ground  he  thought  he  had  a  right 
to  interpofe  in  a  marriage  which  Mazarini  H^v  n'd 
to  make  between  one  of  his  Nieces  and  the  Duke 
of  Mercosur. 

The  Duke  is  of  a  family  which  has  been  a 
long  time  at  variance  with  that  of  the  Prince  of 
Conde:  And  therefore  the  Prince  was  jealous, 
left  the  Cardinal,  by  the  intended  Match,  fhould 
fortify  his  intereft  among  the  Prince's  ene- 
mies, and  fo  be  in  a  condition  not  to  want  his 
protection ;  the  only  thing  he  was  ambitious 
of.  For,  could  he  have  once  reduc'd  the  Car- 
dinal to  this  neceffity,.  he  himfelf  had  been  abfo- 
lute  Mailer  at  Court.  Therefore  he  oppos'd  the 
Match  with  all  vigour  and  induftry..  This  net- 
tled the  Cardinal,.  He  complains  to  the  Queen 
of  the  Prince's  unkindnefs.  She  intercedes,  and 
iifes  her  xitmoll  endeavours  to  reconcile  the 
Prince  to  this  marriage.  But  his  brother,  the 
Duke  of  Longueville,  has  fo  poflefled  the  Prince 
with  jealoufy  of  the  Cardinal's  proceedings,  that 
no  arguments  could  prevail  on  him,  or  overcome 
his  fix'd  averfion  -for  Mazarini's  defign'd  Alliance 
with  the  houfe  of  Vendofme,  {fo  they  call  the 
Family  from  whence  the  Duke  of  Alercceur  is 
fprung.)  He  rails  at  the  Cardinal,  and  lampoons 
him  in  all  companies.  This  begets  ill  blood  in 

the 
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the  fupreme  Minifterof  State,  who  fecredy  refolvss 
the  Prince's  ruin. 

In  this,  his  policy  and  malice  exceeded  the  petty 
revenges  of  the  Prince  ;  who  being  of  a  frank, 
open  heart,  contented  himfclf  with  railleries  and 
'fatyrical  expreffions,  whilfl  the  Cardinal  concealed 
his  anger  under  the  mafk  of  extraordinary  civi- 
lities ;  returning  all  the  contempts  of  the  Prince, 
with  a  refpecl  wmch  .feemed  to  fpeak  much  affec- 
tion and  devoir. 

He  has  been  a  long  time  tampering  with  a 
Faction  which  goes  by  the  name  of  the  Frondeurs. 
Thefe  were  his  enemies,  not  fo  much  in  har 
his  perfcn,  as  out  of  a  zeal  to  ferve  their  country, 
which  they  imagined  was  opprefled  under  the  cort- 
ducT  of  this  Minifter. 

Thefe  he  has  lately  gained  over  to  his  Party;, 
by  reprcfeming  to  thorn  iho  Prince  o!  OJIKA-, 
as  the  author  cf  all  thcfe  evils  which  tluy 
afcribed  to  himfclf:  Whilft  at  the  fame  time, 
he  perfuaded  the  Prince,  that  they  had  fame 
defign  againft  his  perfon.  Thus  he  artificially 
blinded  both  Parties,  and  engaged  them  in  mu- 
tual revenges,  privately  animating  the  Frondeurs 
againft  the  Prince,  and  provoking  the  Prince  to 
feek  the  ruin  of  the  F  render  rs.  By  this  trap  the 
Prince  was  inveigled  to  confent,  and  give  orders 
for  his  own  Imprifonment,  whilft  he  was  made 
to  believe  the  Arreft  was  defigned  againft  his  Ene- 
mies.; and  the  people  were  fatisfied,  fmce  they 
were  perfuaded  the  F action  of  the  Frondeurs  had 
a  hand  in  the  Plot. 

The  i8th  of  the  laft  Moon  the  three  Princes 
were  taken  into  Cufrody,  and  fent  to'  a  place 
they  call  the  Caflle  of  the  Wood  of  Vincien- 
ncs,  fonie  leagues  from  Paris.  The  fame  day 
the  Queen  fent  for  the  Dutchef?  of  Longueville 
to  come  to  heY ;  hut  the  wary  Dutchefs  would 
Hot  put  hcrfelf  into  a  Cage.  She  immediately  fled 
in  Difguife  to  a  Sea-town  belonging  to  her  rmf- 
band. 

'Tis 
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'Tis  faid,  the  Prince  of  Conde  had  Notice 
;given  him  of  his  dcilgn'd  imprifonment  j  but 
that  he  wcuM  not  efcape,  projedting  to  him- 
felf  fome  greater  advantages  from  the  difcon- 
tems  of  the  People  (who  now  behold  him  as 
a  Patriot)  than  from  a  clandeftine  or  fugitive 
liberty.  This  is  certain,  his  coach  broke  on 
the  road  between  Paris  and  Vinciennes  ;  and 
'tis  thought  his  friends  might  eafily  have  refcu'd 
him  :  For  this  accident  occafion'd  a  flop  of 
fix  hours  in  his  journey,  time  enough  to  have 
raifed  a  thoufand  men  to  his  relief,  being  only 
guarded  by  fixteen  Cavaliers.  But  it  feems  he 
courts  the  Cardinal's  perfecution,  that  he  may 
have  deeper  grounds  for  revenge.  I  know  not 
whether  his  policy  is  juftifiable  or  no;  but,  if 
I  were  in  his  circumrtances,  I  fhould  hardly 
take  this  method  to  gratify  my  "refentments, 
which  in  all  probability  I  fhould  not  be  in  a  con- 
dition to  accomplifh  'till  the  Greek  Calends, 
that  is,  never. 


Paris,  4th  of  the  id  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1650. 


LET- 
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LETTER     III. 

To  the  Reis  EfFendi,  Principal  Secretary  of 
the  Ottoman  Empire. 

THE  Devotees  among  the  Franks  talk  much 
of  the  Jubilee  that  is  to  be  celebrated  this 
year  at  Rome.  They  enrich  their  fancies  with 
the  hopes  of  I  know  not  what  fpiritual  Treafure, 
which  the  Roman  Mufti,  or  Pontiff,  will  diuri- 
bute  among  the  Pilgrims  that  refort  to  Rome,  du- 
ring this  holy  Year. 

This,   as  I   am   told,  is  celebrated  in  imitation 
of  the  Sabbatical  Y«ar,  formerly  obferv'd  by  the 
Jews  when  they  poflefs'd  the  Holy  Land.     The 
Hebrew  Writers,    fuch  as  Jofephus,   and  others, 
call  that   alfo  the  Year  of  Jubilee.     The  Cab- 
balifts,  like  the    Pythagoreans,  pretended   to  de- 
rive gr«it  Myfteries  from  certain  Numbers  :  And 
the   number    Seven    was    had   in   particular   ve- 
neration  by  the   Hebrews  :  Therefore   they  kept 
every    feventh'  day,   week,    and  year,    holy.      In 
the  feventh    year  it  was  not   lawful  to   till    the 
ground,  pLmt  vineyards,  or  fow  any  feed.     And 
when     feven    times    feven    years    were    expired, 
the  year  of   Jubilee    was    proclaim'd,    being   al- 
ways    the     Fiftieth  :     They    proclaim'd    it     by 
trumpets  throughout  the  whole  country   of  Pa- 
leftine,  in  the  forty-ninth  year.     And  the  Muezins 
cry'd  in  the  gates  of  their  Cities  and  Synagogues, 
at   the    beginning  of   the   Jubilee  :     "  Let    every 
man    return    this  year    to    his   own   PoiTeflion 
and  Tribe,  whether    he  be   a   Slave    or   Free. 
He  that    has  fold  his  Houfes  or  Lands,    if  he 
was  not  before   able  to  redeem   them,   let  him 
this    year    take    pofleflion    of   his    inheritance. 
He  that  is   become  another  man's   flave,    and 

'•  neither 
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neither  himfelf  nor  his  friends  can  redeem  him, 
let  him  this  year  he  difmifs'd,  and  fent  home  to 
the  family  to  which  he  belongs:  for  henceforth 
he  is  free  by  the  Indulgence  of  the  Law. 
Let  no  man  low  the  ground,  nor  gather  the 
fruits  that  grow  of  themfelves  this  year :  But 
the  earth,  as  well  as  its  inhabitants,  enjoy  li- 
berty and  reft ;  for  this  is  the  Year  of  Grace  and 
divine  Bounty." 
After  this  manner  was  the  Hebrew  Jubilee  pro- 
claimed and  obferved  :  And,  they  fay,  from  hence 
arofe  the  Cuftom  among  the  Chriftians,  who  in 
many  things,  may  be  {tiled  the  Jews  apes.  But 
others  fay,  That  the  prefent  Roman  Jubilee  is  de- 
rived from  the  fecular  Games,  celebrated  by  their 
Pagan  anceftors ;  in  regard,  this  was  renewed 
every  hundredth  year,  at  nrft,  even  as  thofe  Games 
were.  Whence  it  was,  that  the  Cryer  in  thofe 
Days,  at  the  Indiclion  of  •  he  fecular  Games,  laid, 
"  Come  to  the  Plays  which  no  man  living  has  yet 
"  feen,  nor  fhall  ever  fee  again."  For,  man's 
lire  being  generally  fo  fhort,  they  thought  it  im- 
probable that  any  Mortal  Ihould  live  to  fee  this 
Solemnity  repeated. 

The  modern  Jubilee  was  firft'  publifhed  by 
Boniface  IX.  Bifhop  of  Rome,  in  the  Year  1300 
or"  :ho  Chriftian's  Hegyra :  At -which  time,  he 
promifed  full  and  entire  Remiflion  of  Sins  to  all 
who  fhould  refort  in  Pilgrimage  to  Rome  that 
year.  After  him  it  was  celebrated  every  hun- 
dredth year,  according  to  his  institution,  'till  the 
d.iys  of  Clement  VI.  who,  at  the  inftance  of  the 
Roman  citizens,  reduced  it  to  every  fiftieth  year. 
Then  Urban  VI.  another  Pope,  reduced  it  to  the 
thirty-third  year.  And,  laft  of  all  Paul  II.  con- 
tracted the  interval  to  five  and  twenty  years  : 
Which  fpace  of  time  has  beta  obferved  by  all  his 
Succeflbrs  to  this  day. 

If  thou  wouldft  'know  the  reafon  why  they 
have  thus  alter' d  the  Periods,  it  is*  for  profit.  For, 
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in  the  year  of  Jubilee,  there  is  a  vaft  conflux 
of 'people  from  all  parts  of  Europe  ;  who  bring 
a  far  greater  treafure  into  the  Roman  coffers, 
than  they  carry  away  from  that  city.  Though 
the  Pope,  'tis  laid,  is  very  liberal  of  that  which 
they  call  the  Treafure  of  the  Church  :  Which  is 
a  certain  Fund  of  Merits  and  fuperabundant 
Graces,  left  by  the  Meffiah  and  his  Saints  in 
the  cuftody  of  this  Prelate,  to  fupply  the  defeats 
and  infirmities  of  fmful  men  :  And  they  be- 
lieve 'tis  only  in  his  power  to  difpofe  of  this 
heavenly  Wealth  to  whom  he  pleafes.  They  talk 
alfo  of  Indulgence  and  Pardons,  whereby  the  holy 
Father  can  redeem  men  from  all  fin,  and  the 
punifhments  that  are  due  to  it  :  And  this  won- 
derful prerogative,  they  fay,  does  not  only  be- 
nefit the  Living,  but  extends  even  to  the  Souls 
departed  ;  whom  the  Pope,  according  to  their 
perfuafion,  can  free  from  the  Torments  of  Purga- 
tory, and  at  his  pleafure  admit  into  the  Gates  of 
Paradife. 

We  that  are  Muflulmans  cannot  declaim  againft 
the  Do&rine  of  praying  for  the  Dead,  fince  it 
is  pra&ifed  by  all  the  Faithful  :  Neither  have  \vc 
reafon  to  inveigh  againft  Indulgcncies,  or  Releafes 
from  Penance  :  But  that  the  power  of  granting 
and  difpenfing  thefe  favours  fhould  be  only  re- 
pofited  in  the  Chriftian  Mufti,  will  not  accord 
with  the  Faith  of  a  true  Believer.  We  know 
who  fwore  by  the  Hooves  of  his  fwift  and  faith- 
ful Elborach,  which  in  one  night  carry'd  him  a 
journey  of  fix  Moons,  that  from  thenceforth 
the  Key  of  Aaraf,  or  the  Place  of  Prifons,  was 
committed  to  him.  Doubtlefs  the  Omnipotent 
can  transfer  his  Commiflions  when,  and  to  whom 
he  pleafes.  If  he  once  gave  his  authority  of  re- 
mitting Sins  to  the  Mefliah,  and  Peter  his  Lieu- 
tenant, does  it  follow  that  all  Peter's  fucceflbrs, 
the  Caliphs  of  Rome,  have  retain'd  this  Privilege  ? 
There  have  been  many  good  men  in  that  feat,  and 

not 
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'not  a  few  wicked  ;  fome  Prophets,  and  Tome  Ma- 
gicians j  a  Catalogue  interfpers'd  with  Saints, 
Martyrs,  Butchers,  and  Devils. 

But  'tis  evident  they  forfeited  their  authority, 
when  they  declm'd  from  the  tfulh,  from  the  un- 
blameable  profeflion  of  the  Divine  Unity,  and  re- 
fifted  the  Mefienger  of  Heaven,  lent  to  correil 
their  errors,  reform  their  vices,  and  reduce  man- 
kind to  one  Law  of  Purity  and  Light. 

1  write  not  partially  ;  nor  am  I  imhitter'd  againfl 
-4.he  Patriarch  of  the  Romans  :  He  is  a  man, 
like  others,  fubjecl  to  the  Will  of  Deftiny.  The 
Babylonian  Cailiffs,  and  thofe  of  Egypt,  fuccef- 
fively  enjoy'd  the  fame  power,  tranfmitted  to  them 
from  the  Prophet,  who  feal'd  up  all  the  for- 
mer Difpenfations  :  Yet  in  time,  through  their 
fins,  they  forfeited  their  authority,  together  with 
their  Empire,  when  the  bright  Ofmans  conquer'd 
all  Things.  Then  was  the  prophetic  Office  tran- 
flated  to  our  Mufti,  the  Guide  of  thofe  who  pof- 
fefs  the  Sepulchre  of  Mahomet  :  To  him  all  the 
World  ought  to  have  recourfe  for  Solution  of  their 
Doubts,  Direction  in  their  Lives,  Abfolution  from 
their  Sins,  and  for  the  Paflport  of  Immortality, 
the  Fefta  requir'd  of  all  that  enter  the  Gates  of 
Para'dife. 

But  all  mortals  are  naturally  tenacious  of  what- 
foever  advances  their  honour  and  intereft.  Kings 
hug  empty  titles  that  yield  them  no  profit.  And 
the  Roman  Bifhops  are  unwilling  to  acknow- 
ledge themfelves  diverted  of  the  privileges  which 
were  once  annex'd  to  that  Chair  of  Peter :  They 
fhew  the  Keys,  the  Symbol  of  a  power  which 
they  have  loft.  And  the  credulous  Nazarenes 
believe  that  Heaven  and  Hell  are  open'd  and 
fliut  at  their  pleafure.  On  the  Eve  of  the  Mef- 
fiah's  Nativity,  the  prefent  Pope  knock'd  three 
times  with  a  golden  Hammer  at  the  Gates 
of  the  principal  Mofque  in  Rome;  which  wer 
then  open'd,'  to  fignify  the  enfuing  Year  of 

VOL.  IV.  F  '  Jubilee; 
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Jubilee;  when  the  Chriftians  are  per  funded,  that 
Heaven  is  open  to  all  that  vilit  Rome  in  this  holy 
Time.  • 

I  wifh  thee  a  life  of  many  Jubilees. 

Paris,  9th  of  the  }d  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1650. 


LETTER    IV. 

To  the  Flower  of  High  Dignity,  the  moil 
Magnificent  Vizir  Azem. 

WHEN  1  firft  heard  the  news  of  the  Trou- 
bles that  have  been  at  Conftantinople,  the 
Depofition   of  Mahomet,    the  late  Vizir  Azem, 


a  more  lofty  Station  :  He  has  enter'd  the  immor- 
tal Pofleflions,  being  translated  to  an  high  Scat  : 
For  I  underftand  he  has  his  reft  in  Paradife.  On 
that  Hero  be  the  Mercies  of  the  fupremcly  In- 
dulgent; whilft  I  turn  myfelf  to  thee,  his  late 
Succeflbr  in  that  military  Honour,  but  now  the 
Lieutenant  of  the  Shadow  of  God.  I  touch  the 
earth  thrice  with  rny  Forehead,  when  I  falutc  thee, 
Great  Prince  of  the  Vizirs,  in  token  of  my  humility 
and  reverence;  and  in  remembrance  of  my  origi- 
nal :  That  I,  who  am  but  the  product  of  duft,  a 
mere  worm,  may  not  commit  an  indecency,  when 
I  addrefs  to  the  bright  Image  of  our  augufl  Em- 
peror, who  is  the  1  ype  of  the  Sun. 

In  fpcalcing  of  Perfons  of  thy  immenfe  Power,  I 
ftrive  equally  to  fhun  fla'.tcry  and  difrefpecl  :  en- 

deavouring 
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alcavouring  to  deport  myfelf  with  an  even  courfe 
between  thofe  two  extremes,  as  Mariners  fleer  be- 
tween Sylla  and  Carybdis.  Thefe  are  dangerous 
places  in  the  Sicilian  Seas. 

All  Europe  celebrates  thy  praife,  and  extols  thy 
juftice  for  releafing  the  Ambaffador  of  Venice, 
imprifon'd  in  the  4th  Moon  of  this  year.  They 
fay,  fmcc  thy  aflumption  to  this  important  Truft, 
the  Ottoman  Porte  is  reform'd,  and  grown  more 
civiliz'd  ;  (for  the  Franks  efteem  all  the  Followers 
of  the  Prophet,  who  could  neither  write  nor  read, 
as  Barbarians.) 

Here  is  much  talk  about  the  defeat  given  10 
our  forces  in  Hungary:  The  French  fpare  for  no 
Encomiums  on  the  Baffa  of  Buda,  who  fought 
valiantly  till  his  legs  were  (hot  off;  and  then 
caus'd  himfclf  to  be  carried  up  and  down  through 
the  army  to  encourage  his  foldiers.  Neither  do 
they  diminifh  the  glory  that  is  due  to  his  Son, 
who  received  his  death  in  defending  his  Father, 
at  the  time  that  old  Captain  was  taken  pri- 
ibner. 

But  they  blame  the  conduct  of  him  who  be- 
iieg'd  the  Fort  of  Cliffa,  in  regard  he  undertook 
it  in  the  wrong  Seafon  of  the  year :  The  dofedt 
»f  a  General's  judgment,  in  fuch  cafes,  _ is  many 
times  fatal  to  an  army.  The  French  are  the  beft 
in  the  world  at  fpying  advantages,  and  the  moft 
dextrous  in  making  u(e  of  them.  Moft  of  their 
Campaigns  are  fpent  in  their  trenches,  or  in  light 
Ikirmifhes  ;  feldom  hazarding  a  battle,  unkls  on 
fome  unequal  terms,  to  their  own  intercft  •  and 
then  they  never  let  flip  the  opportunity.  This 
commends  their  Policy,  but  is  no  great  argument 
of  their  Courage :  For  true  valour  never  regards 
-  dangers. 

Adonai  the  Jew  fends  me  word,  that  the  Vene- 
tians are  put  in  great  hopes  of  accommodating 
their  affairs  with  the  myfterious  Divan,  fmce  the 
releafe  of  their  Bajllo :  Yet  both  they  anJ  all 
F  2  the 
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the  Nazarencs  refent  highly  the  ftrangling  of  his 
Interpreter. 

They  underftand  not  the  meafures  of  -the  fub- 

fne  Porte,   full  of  wifdom  and  juftice  ;  and  that 
the    terror  of  fuch   Examples,   the    Minifters 
the?  righteous   Throne  leek    to  prevent  future 
v/ic  Iced  nets. 

In  thefe  Weftern   Courts,  a   little    gold,     or  a 
Vrcat   friend,   fhail    eafily    palliate   and    procure  a 
'Pardon  for  the  greate It  Crimes.     Their  Procefles 
•"here  are  flow  in  the  execution  of  juftice  ;  being 
Grangers  to  the  impetuous  orders  and  fwift  per- 
formance praclis'd  in  the  Eaft-.     Befides,   this  In- 
terpreter fported  himfelf  to  death  by  the  licenri- 
•oufnefs  of  nis  tongue.     He  del-ighted  to  play  upon 
'  Majefty,  and   with  an   infolent    lafcivioufnefs    of 
'fpeech,  to 'deceive  himwhofe  high,  fufelime,   and 
'remote   intellect  ufes   no   other  expreflions  of  his 
•\vrath,  but  the  hands  of  his   Mutes.     It  does  no: 
•  become  the  Emperor  of  the  World  to  be  profufe  in 
words,    as    the  Chriftian  Princes    are,  who   take 
great  pains  to  fatisfy  their  Vatfals  of  the  Juftice 
'of  th;'ir  proceedings.     They  cannot  condemn  the 
wicked   without  a    formal    procefs,    wherein  va- 
rious wits  Ihew  their  fkill  in  canvafling  the  caufe, 
wh'ch,  upon  fmcere  evidence,  may  be  decided  in 
two  words.     This  is  the  Mafquerade  of  Chriftian 
Juftice,  a  mere   trap    for  gold,   the  fecret  of  the 
Weftern  Lawyers,  who  enrich  thcmfelves  at  the 
price   of   other  mens  folly,  and   to  the    difgrace 
of    the   Monarch  who  there    pretends    to   com- 
mand. 

Should  thofe  Men  of  Law  fee  this  letter,  and 
know  who  wrote  it,  how  would  they  not  cir- 
cumcife  and  flay  the  minuteft  dafh  of  my  pen 
to  find  argument  of  revenge  againft  a  Aluflul- 
man  ? 

All  men  are  full  of  themfelves,  and  their  own 
.principles:  And  the  Nazarenes  of  the  Weft  are 
ft  brimming  with  them,  that  there  is  no  room 

left 


A.  S  PY  AT  PARIS..  loi: 
left  for  inftru&ion  or  amendment.  Like  the  Chi- 
nefe  they  boaft  of  their  own  fcience  and  wifdom, 
reputing:  all  the  reft  of  the  world  ignorant  and 
blind, 

They  are  fo  narrow  in  their  Tenets,  fo  dogma- 
tical in  their  Decifions,  and  fo  conceited  of  all, 
that  it  is  difficult  for  a  man,  who  has  convers'd 
in  a  free  air,  to  frame  himfelf  to  their  rules. 

By  what  I  have  faid,  thou  may'ft  determine, 
that  it  is  no  eafy  tafk  for  an  Arabian  native, 
bred  in  the  Seraglio*  to  conform  himfelf  adroit 
to  the  humours  and  fafhions  of  France.  Yet  I 
curb  all  the  natural  propenfions  of  my  Birth, 
Blood,  and  Education,  as  much  as  in  me  lies,  that 
I  may  ferve  the  Grand  Signior.  1  am  incognito 
in  all  refpe&s,  fave  thofe  wherein  I  cannot  be  hid. 
And  I  would  change  my  Mafque  a  hundred  times 
over,  rather  than  fail  of  my  ends. 
'  What  can  I  fay  more  to  him  who  only  values. 
a  Slave  for  his  deeds  ? 

I  turn  not  my  back  on  thee,  fublime  Idea  of 
abfolute  Power  ;  but,  retiring  after  the  refpe&ful 
manner  of  the  Eaft,  I  make  a  thoufand  obeifances, 
till  the  Antiport  has  cover'dme  from  thy  illufhious 
prefence. 

Paris,  i  ?th  of  the  4th  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1650. 
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LETTER     V. 

To  Scdrce  Al'   Girawn,  Chief  Page  of  the 
Treafury. 

THOU  wilt  have  renfon  to  wonder  at  a  man 
pretending  acquaintance  with  thee,  whom 
thou  canft  not  remember  to  runt  fccn.  'Tis 
from  my  brother  Pefteli  Hali,  thy  former  Matter, 
I  received  the  news  of  thy  late  Preferment,  who 
art  thyfelf  but  early  in  years ;  yet  no  time  is  un- 
fcafonable  to  a  man  m?.iure  in  virtue  and  wifdom. 

I  knew  thee  an  infant  in  the  arms  of  thy  mo- 
ther, the  widow  of  an  Arabian,  foldicr,  who  ferved 
my  brother  in  Wars  of  Perfia.  There  appe^r'd 
.then  fu'.h  evident  fymptoms  of  thy  future  wit  and 
dexterity,  as  prompted  thy  father's  Captain  to  take 
thee  into  hte  protection  and  care  ;  and 'thy  mother 
by  h*  r  charms  fobn  found  a  way  to  his  bofom. 

I  write  not  thole  tilings  to  reproach  thce  with 
the  Mcarmefs  of  thy  Birth  :  Thy  Merits  equal 
thee  with  thole  who  are  born  of  Nobles.  It  is 
not  the  cuilom  of  the  Kaft  to  prefer  men  for  their 
Parentage,  or  becaufe  they  can  fhew  the  dully  Sta- 
tues of  their  anceftors.  This  is  the  peculiar  over- 
fight  of  the  Infidels,  to  give  that  honour  to  Names, 
and  men  of  a  noify  Defcent,  which  is  only  due  to 
Virtue.  There  are  Families  in  Rome  in  this  day 
who  boaft  of  their  Pedigrees,  and  that  they  fpring 
from  the  renowned  Heroes,  that  are  recorded  in 
the  Hiftories  of  that  Empire  :  but  they  glory  in 
their  fhame,  fmce  they  are  quite  degenerated  frorn 
the  brave  Qualities  which  ennobled  their  progeni- 
tors ;  and  by  their  fordid  actions  are  become  a 
daily  fubje&  for  the  defcants  of  Pafquil.  There  is 
an  Image  in  a  certain  public  place  in  Rome  to 
Which  in  the  night- time  they  affix  the  Libels  which 

they 
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they  dare  not  own  :  A  kind  of  dumb  Satire  on  the 
Vices  of  the  Grandees,  not  fparing  even  the  chief 
Mufti  of  the  Chriftians,  if  he  is  guilty  of  any  fol- 
lies which  merit  to  come  within  the  verge  of  a 
Lampoon. 

It  is  no  contemptible  jeft  which  was  in  this  man- 
ner put  upon  the  prefent  Pope,  and  one  of  his 
NTcphews,  at  the  latter  end  of  the  laft  year.  It 
{-.•ems  the  good  old  Father  has  advanced  this  Spark: 
from  a  poor  ignorant  Taylor  to  the  Dignity  of  a 
Roman  Baron  j  beftowing  on  him  Offices  which 
brought  him  a  Revenue  fufficient  to  maintain  his 
Title  and  Port.  All  the  ancient  Nobility  were  dif- 
gufted  at  this  ;  and  fome  arch  Wag  was  let  at 
work  to  ridicule  the  Pope's  conduct,  and  the  new 
Baron's  honour.  Wherefore,  on  the  day  which 
the  Nazarenes  celebrate  with  great  folemnity,  for 
the  Birth-day  of  Jefus  the  fon  of  Mary,  early  in  the 
Morning  the  'fore-mentioned  image,  Pafquil,  was 
obferv'd  to  be  apparell'd  all  in  rags,  and  a  very 
nafty  habit,  with  a  Schedule  of  paper  in  his  hand, 
wherein  was  writ,  "  How  now,  Pafquil ;  what !  all 
"  in  rags  on  a  Chriftmas-Day  ?"  (for  fo  they  call 
the  Nativity  or  their  Meflias.)  And  underneath  was 
infcribed  this  anfwer  :  "  Alas,  I  cannot  help- it :  for 
"  my  TAYLOR  is  become  a  LORD."  _ 

Yet  notwithftandingthe  Obfcurity  of  this  man's 
Birth,  and  the  Meannefs  of  his  former  Trade,  he 
became  an  eminent  Statefman  after  the  Pope  had 
exaited  him  to  that  Dignity;  and  lived  with  an 
unbkuiifh'd  reputation,  whilft  he  faw  all,  or  moft 
of  the  ancient  Nobility  pafquil'd  every  day  for  their 
effeminate  vices. 

By  what  I  hj.ve  faid,  thou  may'ft  be  affured,  that 
I  have  not  the  lefs  efteem  for  thee,  becaufe  thou 
waft  not  the  fon  of  a  Bafla  j  fince,  had  thy  father 
liv'd,  his  fortune  and  courage  might  have  promoted 
h;m  to  that  Honour,  or  a  Command  equal  to  it  j 
and  thou  thyielf  art  in  a  fair  way  to  fupply  fome  fu- 
ture vacancy  in  thofe  great  Charges  of  the  Empire. 

I  have  no  news  at  prefent  to  fend  thee,  fave  that 
F4  the 
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the  three  French  Princes,  of  whofe  impriforiment 
I  gave  an  account  to  Minezim  Alouph,  are  removed 
by  Cardinal  Mazarini's  order  from  the'  Gaftle  of 
y  inciennes,  to  a  fea-town  calPd  Havre  de  Grace,, 
for  fear  they  fhould  be  refcued  by  Marfhal  Turenne, 
who  is  much  devoted  to  their  interefh-The-Princefs 
of  Conde  is  retired  to  Bourdeaux,  a  city  at  this  time 
in  arms  againft  the  King,  having  alfo  with  her  the 
young  Duke  of  Enguien  her  fon. 

The  Marlhal  de  la  Meilleray  is  gone  with  his 
army  to  befiege  this  place  ;  and  'tis  faid,  the  King 
will  foon  follow  with  the  whole  Court.  All  things 
teem  to  portend  another  relapfe  of  this  ftate  into 
the  old  Diforders. 

But  this  is  not  of  fo  near  concern  to  us  that 
are  Muflulmans,  as  the  quarrels  that  I  hear  are 
broach'd  between  the  Janizaries  and  the  Spahrs. 
They  fay,  the  whole  Ottoman  Empire  is  warp'd 
this  way  and  that  way  into  contrary  factions ;  and 
that  the  Seraglio  itfelf  is  full  of  different  cabals,  on 
ihc  account  ofthefe  Military  Orders.  It  affli&s 
me  with  extreme  grief,  to  receive  nothing  but  fad 
news  from  the  Porte,  which  is,  or  at  leaft  ought 
to  be,  a  Fountain  of  Joy  to  the  whole  Earth.  I 
pray  Heaven  avert  the  Omen  !  for  it  looks  with  an 
ill  prefage,  when  the  Champions  of  the  divine 
Unity  are  thus  divided  againft  themfelves. 

If  thou  wilt  take  my  advice,  enter  not  thyfelf 
into  the  fecrets  of  either  party ;  but,  poifing  thy 
affe&ions  with  prudence,  ftand  neuter  to  all  things 
but  the  Grand  Signior's  intereft.  In  that  be  as 
zealous  as  thou  canft.  As  for  the  reft,  wait  the 
Decrees  of  Defliny. 

Paris,  soth  of  the  fth  Mo»n> 
of  the  Year  1650. 


L  E  TV 
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LETTER    VI. 

To  the  Kaimacham. 


GRaphul  Eben  Shahenfhah  the  Arabian  Phi- 
lofopher  has  faid  it,  and  every  man's  expe- 
rience confirms  it,  That  no  human  care  can 
prevent  the  accomplishment  of  v/hat  Heaven  has 
decreed.  There  are  certain  moments  of  our  lives 
wherein  F^ite  delights  to  mock  our  wit  and  pru- 
dence, to  baffle  our  ftri&eft  caution,  and  to  ridi- 
cule all  our  conduct,  that  we  may  learn  the  lefTon 
of  Refignation,  and  not  truft  too  much  to  our- 
felves. 

When  I  firft  falutcd  the  light  of  this  morn- 
ing fun,  my  fpirits  were  ferene  and  joyful  :  No 
melancholy  dreams  had  left  their  black  impref- 
fion  on  my  mind,  no  faddsning  thoughts  pofief- 
fed  my  foul ;  I  awuk'd  chearful  and  fprightly  as 
the  lark.  After  I  had  ador'd  the  Omnipotent,  and 
perform'd  my  accuftom'd  holy  things,  I  be- 
gan to  reflect  on  my  own  happinefs  ;  in  that  I 
had  fo  many  years  ferved  the  fublime  Porte  in  this 
Station,  full  of  difficulties  and  perils,  yet  by  no 
misfortune  had  ever  betray'd  the  leaft  fecret  of 
my  Commiflion  It  pleas'd  me  to  think  1  ftilj 
pafs'd  for  Titus  of  Moldavia  among  the  French, 
who  are  the  moft  apprehenfive  people  in  the  world  j 
and  even  in  the  opinion  of  Cardinal  Mazarini, 
who,  like  Janus,  has  more  eyes  than  two.  I  em- 
brac'd  myfelf  (if  I  may  fo  fpeak)  in  the  conceit 
of  my  good  fuccefs;  concluding  I  was  born  un- 
der fortunate  Stars,  and  that  no  difafter  could  ever 
hurt  me. 

But  I  took  wrong  meafures  of  the  Ways,  of 

Deftiny,  which-  are  as  untradable  as  the  mines  : 

F  5  For 
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For  before  mid-day  my  Sun  was  eclipfed  ;  the  Air 
of  my  :Joul  ruffled  with  Storms,  and  all  my  Joy 
turn'd  to  iviourning  and  Sddneis.  • 

Wilt  thou  know  the  occafion  of  my  grief  ?  It 
was  -:iis.  in  the  year  1645,  according  to  th,e  Style 
of  the  Nazarenes,  i  receiv'd  fome  particular  in- 
ftruct.ons  from  the  then  Vizir  Azem,  putting  me 
in  i:  ,nd  of  the  hazard  I  run  in  this  poft,  and 
giviug  me  ItricSt  charge  to  beftow  all  my  letters  in 
a  fecure  place,  wh -.r;:ier  the  tranfcripts  of  thofe  I 
write  to  the  IWttniftcrjs  of  the  Porte  (for  I  always  re- 
tain'd  a  copy  of  the  original)  or  the  Diipatches  I 
receive  from  thence, 

That  Minifter  was  afraid,  left  I  might  fome 
time  or  other  be  difcover'd  ;  and  consequently  that 
my  chamber  would  be  fearch'd.  Therefore,  obey- 
ing his  hint,  L  immediately  carry 'd  all  my  Writ- 
ing:, to  P^liachim  the  Jew  ;  knowing  his  houle  to 
be  free  from  any  jealoufy  of  the  State,  and  that 
rlu  ioft  important  fecrets  in  the  world  might  be 

Age  unreveal'd. 

The  i/etters  of  my  writing  wereenclofed  in  one 
Box,  and  thole  which  I  receiv'd  from  the  Invin- 
cible Porte  in  another.  And  this  was  my  conitant 
cuftom  from  ih:i  timej  as  often  as  I  writ  to  the 
jMiniilers  of  the  Divan,  or  had  perus'd  the  Dif- 
.patehes  which  ca.--.ie  irom  them,  I  diipoied  of  both 
in  proper  places,  leaving  all  to  the  care  of  Elia- 
cliiin.  . 

But  neither  his  caution  nor  mine  were  fuffi- 
cicnt  to  prevent  the  Refolves  of  Heaven  :  It  was 
Determined  above  that  we  (hould  lofe  fome  of 
the  papers.  Eliachim  came  to  me  to-day,  be- 
foic  ihe  Hour  of  Ulanamih,  all  in  paflion,  afto- 
jtiihed,  raving  and  itaring  like  a  madman.  As 
loon  as  he  cnter'd  my  chamber  he  tore  hiy  inner 
veiV,  which  was  of  ciimfon  lilk,  fring'd  round  with 
gold,  and  cry'd,  tc  We  are  undone,  betrayed,  and 
*'  ruined." 

1  pu  fendy  thought  of  my  Writings  j  and  afk'd 

him 
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him  whether  .they  ^were  fafe.  In  a  word,  he  told 
me  he  had  loft  the  Box,  which  contai'n'd  the 
letters  flat  him  from  the  Miniftcrs  at  the  Port  to 
me,  and  that  his  Slave,  a  Negro,  whom  he  kept 
in  his  houfe,  was  milling.  1  hou  moy'ft  imagine, 
f:rje  MinTrcr,  That  this  news  put  me  into  no 
imall  confufion.  I  prefently  fufnected  that  this 
villain  of  a  Negro  had  got  the  Writings,  and  was 
gone  to  Cardinal  Mazarini  with  'em:  But  then 
recollecting  with  cooler  thoughts,  that  this  Afri- 
can underflood  not  Arabic,  in  which  Language 
alone  Eiiachim  and  I  us'd  to  converfc  ;  a  nil  that 
conicquently  he  never  could  know  coir  aftairs,  or 
read  the  letters,  which  mighr  tempt  him  to  furh 
aTreafon,  I  was  at  a  lofs  what  to  think  of  it  : 
Neither  am  I  better  fati^fy'd  now,thongh  I  run-;1 
ruminated  on  itthefe  twelve  hours  :  Only  I  fhink> 
if  Cardinal  M:i7,;irini  lias  thcfe  Papers  in  his 
cuftody,  he  would  have  ^iven  orders  before  this 
time,  to  feiie  tie  fuppofcd  Titus  of  Moldavia; 
for  fome  of  thcfe  Letters  t.ike  notice  of  my  hav- 
ing afTumed  that  name  :  But  I  cannot  pe'rceive 
any  attempt  that  has.  been  made  in  that  kind,  or 
that  any  body  has  bi-en  to  enquire  forme  nt  my 
Lodgings;  for  I  fetJSoies  to  obferve,  as  toon  as  I 
departed  thence  with  Eliachim,  which  was  about 
noon.  \Ve  are  now  together  in  a  friend's  houfet 
where  we  (hall  continue,  'till  we  hear  farther 
of  this  event ;  as  we  are  yet  in  the  dark,  and 
full  of  fears  :  but  time,  which  brings  all  things 
to  light,  will  convince  us  what  we  have  to 
truft  to. 

In  the  mean  while  there  is  little  news,  fave  a 
difcourfe  of  a  certain  Convention  at  Nurembergh, 
and  the  great  Jubilee  which  is  celebrated  at  Romt-, 
where  they  fay,  the  Ghriftian  chief  Mufti,  the 
Week  before  their  Beriam,  or  Eafter,  wafh'd  the 
feet  of  twelve  Pilgrims  ;  and  that  Cardinal  Ludo- 
vifto  entertained  nine  thoufand  of  thelc  Devotees 
at  once  with  a  very  magnificent  fciift.  They 
2  fay 


io8        LETTERS    WRIT   BY 

fay  alfo,  that  the  Pope  will  get  this  year  two 
millions  of  Zequins,  by  the  reibrt  of  Pilgrims  to 
that  city. 

The  King  of  Denmark's  Refident  at  this  Court 
has  received  a  letter,  which  certifies  him  that  his 
Mailer  has  declar'd  Prince  Chriftian  his  fon  Suc- 
cellbr  in  the  Throne. 

They  talk  alfo  of  a  marriage  lately  folemnized 
between  Charles,  a  German  Count,  and  Charlotte, 
filter  to  the  Landgrave  of  Hefle-CafTel. 

But  that. which  moft  takes  up  mens  ears,  and 
employs  their  tongues  and  thoughts,  are  the  Ci- 
vil Wars  of  this  Kingdom  ;  which  is  all  in  a 
flame,  by  occafion  of  the  imprifonment  of  the 
Prince  of  Conde,  and  his  brothers.  The  citizens 
of  Paris  are  very  jocund,  at  the  repeated  news  of 
the  King's  ill  fuccefs,  for  they  wifh  not  well 
to  his  arms,  whilft  employ 'd  againft  the  Mal- 
contents. 

Illuftrious  old  Grandee,  I  wim  thee  the  years 
of  Neftor,  and  thofe  calculated  by  Full  Moons  of 
Profperity.  But  I  pray  Heaven  avert  from  thee 
fome  of  his  moments,  wherein  they  fay  he  was 
tormented  with  the  Gout,  as  I  am  at  this  inftant. 
It  is  a  pain  hardly  to  be  fupported* 

Paris,  i  ith  of  the  6th  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1650.. 


LET- 
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LETTER     VII. 

To  the  fame. 


BY  the  GOD  whom  I  adore,  and  by  his  Sha- 
dow, I  fwear  there,  is  no  difloyalty  in  Aiah- 
raut,  yet  his  life  is  full  of  temptations  and  pe- 
rils. The  Box  of  Letters,  I  mentioned  in  my 
laft,  is  irrecoverably  gone,  and  laid  up  in  the 
bowels  of,  the  Earth,  if  we  may  believe  the  con- 
feffion  of  a  man,  every  angle  of  whofe  heart  has 
been  fearched  with  exquifite  torments,  even  to 
death. 

Eliachim's  flave,  the  Negro  whom  I  fpoke  of, 
miftook  that  Box  for  one  very  like  it,  out  of 
which  he  has  often  feen  his  Mafter  take  Jewels ; 
for  this  is  the  particular  merchandize  of  that 
Jew :  And  the  weight  of  each  was  not  fo  un- 
equal as  to  rectify  his  error.  Lucre  tempted 
him,  and  the  defire  of  liberty;  whilft  the  dark- 
nefs,  (for  he  committed  the  villany  before  fun- 
rifmg)  and  his  own  guilty  fears,  confpired  to 
baiHe  his  intended  theft..  The  Boxes  flood  to-i 

§  ether  (fo  careful  was  Eliachim  of  the  fublime 
ecrets,  as  not  to  venture  'em  in  a  place  lei's 
iecure  than  that  of  his  Jewels)  and  the  villain, 
hafty  to  be  gone,  and  confounded  for  want  of 
light,  took  up  that,  wherein  were  the  Writ- 
ings, inftead  of  his  defigned  prey,  the  Jewels. 
He  went  directly  into  trie  fields,  purposing  to 
bury  this  fuppofed  treafure  in  the  earth,  in  fome 
private  place  where  he  might  take  it  forth  at 
difcretion  :  But  firft  opening  the  Box  to  fup- 
ply  himfelf  with  fuch  Stones  as  he  thought 
would  be  unqueftionable.  pawns  for  money,  to 

anfwer 


no  'LETTERS  WRIT  BY 
anfwer  his  prefent  neccffities,  that  fo  he  might 
the  better  provide  for  his  concealment  ;  he  was 
aftonifhed,  and  his  heart  became  like  lead,  when 
he  found  nothing  but  papers  full  of  characters,  to 
which  he  was  wl  <vy  a  itrangcr.  A  thoufand 
refolutions  prefer  ted  themfelves  to  him  in  that 
agony  of  his  mind,  and  he  knew  not  what  to 
fix  on.  Sometimes  he  thought  to  carry  the  Box 
back  again,  as  he  found  it  J  and  fince  his  defign 
had  been  thus  ItrangeJy  baulk'd,  to  content  him- 
felf  till  another  opportunity.  But  then  he  con- 
fider'd  it  was  too  late  to  return  before  his  mailer 
would  rnifo  both  his  Sh-vr  ;'nd  BOX  ;  for  the  Sun 
was  now  far  advanced  in  our  hv-mifphere,  and 
Eliachim  is  an  early  rifer.  In  a  word,  therefore, 
he  thought  it  the  fateft  way  to  bury  it  in  the 
ground,  •  as  he  firfr  intended,  had  it  been  the 
Box  of  Jewels,  and  fo  fhift  for  himfelf.  Pro- 
pc-linj>-  to  himfelf  this  advantage  in  hiding 
the  Papers  in  a  it-cure  place,  that,  if  they  were 
of  value,  he  might  at  any  time  make  compofi- 
tion  with  his  Mafter,  by  difcovering  where  they 
were. 

All  that  I  have  related  here  is  drawn  from  his 
own  mouth,  in  midft  of  tortures.  For  Eliachim 
foon  heard  of  this  fugitive  Negro,  who  was 
i  on  the  road  .o  Ly  .is  by  fome  corref- 
,its  of  this  Jc:w.  Who,  hav'ng  intelli- 
gence of  it,  took  horfe  immcaiately,  and  went 
to  the  place.  K':  did  Jiot  think  it  fafe  LO  make 
a  public  bufmefs  of  it,  or  to  arraign  him  be- 
fore the  appointed  Judge  of  the  Country ;  but, 
relying  oa  thejuftict  ofhisCaufc,  and  the  Ri^ht 
of  a  Alaftv:,  he  privately  put  him  to  Tortures 
of  dir  :a  kinds,  in  a  houfe  where  he  could 

.tnd  i-ny  thing. 

'The  'I.  nt  AfV5can  at  firft  dcny'd  that  he  had 
meddled  with  any  Box,-  faying,  he  efcaped  purely 
for  the  fake  of  liberty.  But  wh».n  a  fuccciTion 
of  divers  Torments  had  quite  overthrown  his 

con- 
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conftancy,  he  confefTed  all  that  I  have  already 
related. 

Eliachim  ftill.  fufpecting  worfc,  and  that  he 
only  fram'd  this  as  a  plaufible  ftory,  to  be  freed 
from  or  at  lead  to  rei'pite.  the  pains  he  fufFer- 
cd,  caus'd  fharp  thorns  'to  be  thrull  under  the 
nails  of  his  fingers  and  tees;  believing  'that 
the  extremity  of  fo  fenfible  a  pain  would  ex- 
tort the  true  fecret  from  him.  But  he  could  get 
nothing  elfe  from,  the  poor  excruciated  Negro, 
though  now  aim  oft  ready  to  expire,  but  that 
he  had  hid  the  Box  under  grourid  in  a  certain 
corner  of  a  field  out  of  the  City,  to  which  he 
knew  not  how  to  direcl:  Eliachim,  but  promis'd 
to  fhev/  it  him  if  he  would  carry  him  alive  to 
Paris. 

This  was  no  Jiard  tartc  to  perform  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Jew  ;  it  being  but  a  day's  journey 
to  this  city  from  the  pj;.ce  where  they  then  \ver~, 
But  he  was  deceiv'd  in  his  hopes  ;  and  now  all 
the  applications  and  cordials  they  could  ufe,  came 
too  late  ;  for  that  very  night  the  Negro  breath'd 
out  his  foul. 

However,  when  Eliachim  came  to  Paris,  he 
follow'd  the  directions  of  his  dead  Slave,  as 
well  as  he  could,  in  fearching-  every  corner  of 
the  fields  on  that  fide  of  the  city  where  this 
Black  had  been  feen  to  go  out,  but  all  to  no  pur- 
pofe.  He  cou'd  find  nothing  ;  nor  have  we  any 
hopes  ever  to  fee  that  Box  again.  Yet  I  have 
many  qualms  of  fear,  left  fome  time  or  other 
it  mould  come  to  light,  to  our  difad vantage  and 
ruin. 

I  defire  thy  infrruc~r.ion,  fage  Governor  of  the 
Capital  City,  how  J  fhnll  deport  myielfif  it  be 
my  lot  to  be  difcover'd.  As  to  the  remaining  Box, 
which  has  in  it  the  tranfcripts  of  my  ownDif- 
patches,  I  have  taken  it  home  to  my  lodging,  be- 
lieving it  will  be  as  fafe  here  as  in  the  houfe  of 
Eliachim ;  fuice  that  faithful  Jew  is  no  more  ex- 
empted 


ii2         LETTERS  WRIT  BY 

empted  from   contingencies  than  myfelf:  And  I 
have  no  fervant  to  betray  me. 

This  kingdom  abounds  at'  prefent  in  trea- 
fons  and  rebellions.  The  French  fpare  not  to 
maflacre  one  another  for  the  fake  of  a  paf- 
fion :  While  the  Spaniards  make  their  advan- 
tage of  their  mteftine  feuds  ;  for,  under  pre- 
tence of  aflifting  the  Princes  of  the  Blood,  they 
get  footing  in  Picardy,  from  whence  it  will 
not  be  eafy.to  expel  them.  Leopold  Arch-Duke 
of  Auftria,  is  at  the  head  of  the  Spanifh  army, 
and  has  taken  feveral  towns  belonging  to  the 
French  King. 

When  the  (Quarrels  of  thefe  Infidels  will  end  I 
am  not  follicitous ;  my  thoughts  being  ever  taken 
up  in  the  fervice  which  I  owe  to  the  Empire  of 
True  Believers. 

I  cannot  bid  thee  adieu,  illuftrious  Kaimacham, 
'till  I  have  aPiured  thee  I  am  macerated  with  zeal., 
for  the  Grand  Signior. 

Paris,  a^d  of  the  9th 
of  the  Year  1650. 


LET- 
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LETTER    VIII. 

To  Solyman  Kuflir    Aga,  Prince   of    the 
Black  Eunuchs., 

AFTER  I  had  perus'd  thy  Difpatch,  wherewith, 
thou  haft  honour'd  thy  Slave  Mahmut ;  as  I 
was  full  of  joy  fojr  the  continued  demonftrations 
of  thy  friendship  and  protection  ;  fomy  breaft  con- 
ceived an  indignation  at  the  affront  which  has 
been  ofter'd  to  the  fublime  Port  by  the  Cham  of 
the  Tartars,  in  prefuming  to  demand  the  Tute- 
lage of  our  auguft  Emperor.  It  is  an  indignity  to, 
the  Minifters  of:  fupreme  Juftice  and  Honour, 
Lights  of  the  Imperial  Divan,  to  whom  is  com- 
mitted the  cognizance  of  all  human  events;  the 
illuftrious  Viziers,  who  manage  the  affairs,  of  the 
mighty  and  invifible  Sultan  Mahomet,  whofe 
Throne  may  GOD  fortify,  'till  the  Moon  fhall 
no  more  appear  in  the  Heavens. 

Thofe  people  have  been  everthirfty  of  rule,  and 
'tis  number'd  among  the  virtues  of  their  Anceflors, 
that  they  enlarged  their  Dominions  by  the  keen 
edge  of  their  fwords.  But,  in  all  the  Regifters 
and  Archives  of  the  Empire,  it  has  net  been  found, . 
that  any  of  that  Nation  challenged  a  right  to  go- 
vern our  Sultans,  though  during  their  minority. 
It  is  fufficient,  that  they  (hall  have  the.  honour  (ac- 
cording to  the  ancient  Capitulations)  to  fucceed  in. 
the  Throne  of  the  Ofman.  Princes,  if.  ever  that 
facred  Line  fhould  be  extinct:  Which  GOD 
avert,  till  .the  final  Coufurnmation. 

It  is  a  wonder  they  demanded  not^alfo  his  royal 
brothers,  the  other  fern- of  Sultan  Ibrahim  ;  that  fo 
they  might,  at  one  blow,  cut  off  the  whole  Oiman 
Race,  and  take  pofleuiou  of  the  vacant  Throne. 

I  have  npt  heard  any  thing  thefe  many  Moons 
what  is  become  of  thofe  high-born  Infants  ;  whe- 
ther they  are  alive,  or  fiicrificed  to  the  jealoufy  of 

the 
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the  Sultan,  as  has  been  the  cuftom.  Here  are  va- 
rious flying  reports  concerning  thcrii.  Some  fay, 
that  thou  haft  conveyed  away  Sultan  Achmet,  and 
that  he  is  privately  educated  in  the  Houfe  of  a 
certain  Georgian.  The  blcffing  of  Mahomet  be 
upon  thee,  and  refrefh  thy  heart,  if  thou  haft  taken 
this- care  to  preferve  the  life  of  an  Ofman  Prince, 
which  is  more  precious  than  a  hundred  thoufand  of 
common  Birth. 

As  for  Solyman,  and  the  reft  of  that  fublime 
Race,  the  French  gave  'em  over  for  loft  ;  and  I 
cannot  contradict  'cm  for  want  of  true  intelligence. 
Befides,  I  have  reafon  to  fear  it  is  too  true,  in  regard 
ft  has  been  the  cruel  practice  of  all,  or  nioft  of  our 
late  Emperors,  either  to  daughter  their  Brethren, 
as  foon  as  they  afcended  the  Throne,  or  to  put 'em 
to  a  more  lingering  death  and  martyrdom  in  a 
prifon. 

'Tis  true  indeed,  our  prefcnt  Sovereign  is  not 
yet  arrived  to  thoie  years  wherein  children  com- 
monly lole  their  native  innocence.  I  believe  he 
lufpects  none  of  his  brethren,  or  harbours  any  un- 
kind thoughts  againft  their  lives.  Yet  cruelty  may 
be  infmuated  into  his  tender  years  by  the  anilict-s 
of  his  mother  ;  efpecially  againft  thole  of  his  fa- 
ther's Blood,  that  did  not  alfo  partake  of  her's. 
For,  Sultan  Ibrahim,  thou  knoweft,  had  children 
by  other  won~.cn  befides  the  Sultana  Valede.' 

The  Maltefe  think  they  have  one  of  thefe  Royal 
infants  in  their  pofleflion  :  Thou  knoweft  the 
whole  ftory  of  thy  Pi  edeceffor's  voyage  towards 
Egypt,  with  his  beautiful  Slave  and  herfon,  whom 
thefe  Infidels  honour  as  the  Offspring  of  the  Grand 
Signior.  Thou  art  not  ignorant,  alfo,  that  this  In- 
fant, with  his  Mother,  were  baniihcd  out  of  jea- 
loufy,  by  the  order  of  her  who  bore  in  her  womb 
Sultan  Mahomet,  our  glorious  Sovereign.  The  re- 
membrance of  which  makes  me  trerrble  ror  the  fake 
of  the  young  Prince,  if  there  be  any  yet  remaining 
alive.  It  is  in  thy  power  to  certify  mc%  and,  in 
doing  fo,  thou  wilt  rid  me  of  much  anxiety. 

I  um 
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I  am  but  a  Slave  of  the  Slaves,  who  fervc  the 
Grand  Signior;  and  it  is  not  decent  for  me  to  de- 
fcant  on  the  adtions  of  our  moftabfolute  Monarch, 
whole  Will  is  not  to  be  controul'd  :  But  I  am  Hill 
a  man,  and  have  fome  fhare  of  humanity  and  rea- 
fon.  Thou  alfo  art  my  particular  friend,  and  wilt 
permit  me  to  difcourfc  with  freedom.  Was  it  not 
a  bloody  Fealt,  to  which  our  King's  great  grand- 
father Mahomet  III,  invited  nineteen  of  his  bre- 
thren on  the  day  of  his  Inauguration  ?  Was  it  not 
a  cruel  act,  to  caufe  thofe  Royal  Guefts,  in  whofc 
Veins  ran  the  Blood  of  his  own  Father,  to  be 
ftrangled"  before  they  departed  from  his  table  ?  No 
lefs  inhuman  was  it  of  Mahomet,  the  late  Vizir, 
Azern,  to  guide  the  hund  of  our  prefent  Sovereign, 
when  but  ?ix  years  old,  and  incapable  of  knowing 
what  he  did,  to  fign  a  Warrant  for  the  Execution 
of  his  Father.  Well  may  the  Nazarejies  call  us 
Barbarians,  when  they  contemplate  the  Empire  of 
the  Muffulmans,  fupportedby  luch  unnatural  Me- 
thods. 

Thou,  that  haft  the  fuperlative  honour  of  be- 
ing the  immediate  Guardian  of  our  young  Empe- 
ror, wilt  pardon  the  liberty  I  take.  Afcribe  all  to 
the  force  of  my  zeal  and  loyalty.  Thou  art  valiant 
and  wile.  Protect  thy  charge  as  the  Cryital  on 
thine  eyes,  v/hich  thou  wilt  not  fuffer  to  be  hurt  by 
the  dull  of  the  ftreets. 

Paris,  i4th  of  the  ioth  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1650. 


LET- 
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LETTER     IX. 

To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

NOtwithfranding  all  my  Philofcphy,  I  have  not 
command  enough  of  my  paflion,  to  con- 
ceal it  from  thee,  who  haft  always  been  the  par- 
taker of  my  unequal  fortunes.  Whatever  mag- 
nanimity of  fpirit  I  precended  to  formerly  in  my 
frcknefs,  ''tis  at  prefent  overcome  by  the  defire  of 
eafe.  At  that  time,  I  remember  fame  Stoical 
confiderations  made-  me  induftrioufly  hide  from 
thee  the  tormenting  pains  I  felt.  I  endeavoured 
to  difguife  my  fufrerings,  and  to  paint  my  mife- 
ry  in  fuch  colours,  that  it  could  hardly  be  di- 
ftinguifhed  from  happinefs.  But  now  I  have  not 
courage  enough  to  hide  from  thee  my  fears  and 
apprehenfions  :  And  all  Seneca's  morals  are  too' 
little  to  hinder  me  from  complaining  of  the  un- 
certainty that  we  daily  experience  in  human  af- 
fairs. This  is  a  Theme  fo  popular,  that,  were  not 
particular  misfortunes  very  prefling,  'twould  make 
me  Tick  to  fay  any  thing  on  a  fubjecl:,  that  has  been 
in  every  man's  mouth  Jince  the  time  that  our  firil 
Father  appeared  among  the  Trees.  Therefore- 
thou  may'ft  be  allured,  I  am  not  going  about  to 
make  a  Declamation,  or  play  the  Orator  ;  to  ex- 
patiate and  make  large  dcfcants  on  the  Inftability 
of  all  things.  What  I  have  to  fay  refers  to  my- 
felf  and  no-body  die,  fave  to  thofe  who  are  the 
occafion  of  my  melancholy. 

In  the  tenth  Moon  of  the  laft  year,  I  fent  a  Let- 
ter to  Kenan  Bafia,  the  new  Hafnadar  Ba/Ty.  I 
have  a  Copy  of  it  by  me,  as  I  always  retain  of 
whatever  Difpatches  I  fend  to  the  fublime  Porte, 
whether  to  the  public  Miniiters  or  my  private 
Friend;,, 

I  have 
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:I  have  perus'd  this  letter  feveral  times  within 
-thefe  eight  and   forty  hours,  and   can  find  no  juft 
ground    of  offence,   which    that  Grandee    cou'd 
'  take  thereat  ;   unlets  he  was   angry  with   me  for 
defiring   him  to    be    careful   in  tranfmitting    my 
money.     As  for  the  reft,  I  cxnly  obey'd  the  par- 
ticular inftruc'tions  I  received  from  Mahomet  the 
late  Vizir  Azem  :  who  commanded    me  not  to 
fpare  the  greateft  Minifter  of  the  Port,  if  I  had 
reafon  either  to  counfel,  or  to  reprehend  him  :  For 
faid  he  in  his  Letter,  "  To  this  end  art  thou  plac'd 
''  at  fuch  a  diftance,  that,  befides  the  fervice  thou 
'  doft  our  Sovereign  in  difclofing  the  fecrets  of  the 
'  Infidels,  thou  may'ft  alfo  be  free  to  write  what- 
*  ever  thou  thinkeft  will  conduce  to  his  intereft, 
£  without  flanding  in  fear  of  the  revenge  of  the 
4  grandees."  Thefe  were  the  very  words  of  the 
Prime  Minifter  of  the  Ottoman  Empire. 

Now  I  only  told  him  of  fome  mifcarriages  in 
his  Predeceflbrs,  warning  him  to  be  wary  in  his 
Station.  Either  he  was  offended  at  this  freedom  I 
took,  or  becaufe  I  prefumed  to  advife  him  how 
to  order  my  Bills.  Be  it  which  it  will,  I  have  a 
fevere  reprimand  from  the  Reis  Effendi,  whom  I 
have  the  greateft  xeafon  in  the  world  to  efteem  my 
friend. 

It  would  never  have  vexed  nie,  had  he  wrote 
plainly,  and  not  difguifed  his  fentimentsv  But  all 
was  obfcure,  faving  one  blunt  expreflion,  which 
convinced  me,  That  the  real  ground  of  all  this 
anger  was  my  letter  to  Kenan,  wherein  I  defired 
•his  care  as  to  my  money. 

Can  that  minifter  blame  me  for  being  appre- 
henfive  of  want  in  a  foreign  country,  a  Region 
of  Infidels,  where  I  have  no  other  commerce  but 
with  Courtiers  and  Strangers,  where,  if  I  fhould 
be  in  the  leaft  fufpe£ted,  they  would  prefently 
put  me  in  prifon,  which  would  hazard  a  dif- 
coverv  of  the  fublime  Secrets  ?  Does  he  not  know 
that  Money  commands  all  thing;  -t  and  that  the 

greateft 
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greateft  Potentates  obey  the  power  of  Gold  r  It 
cannot  be  imagin'd,  but  that  a  man  in  my  Poit 
has  a  thpufand  preffing  occaiions  for  Money ; 
which  'tis  troublefome  to  exprefs ;  and  I  have 
had  very  wrong  notions  of  my  Employment,  if  I 
deferve,  on  this  account,  to  be  reproved  and 
threaten'd  with  fuch  politic  circumlocutions  :  For 
the  Secretary  charges  me  with  unwillingnefs  to 
continue  in  the  Service  of  the  ever-happy  Port  ; 
as  if  he  thought  my  fidelity  were  corrupted,  or 
that  I  had  an  inclination  to  the  Nazarene  in- 
tereft. 

I  tell  thee,  my  Dgnet,  Perfidy  I  ever  abhorr'd  : 
This  appears  to  me'the  moft  terrible  and  odious 
of  all  vices  ;  I  could  bear  the  guilt  and  reproach 
of  a  great  many  crimes,  which  have  lefs  of  malice 
in  their  conftitution.  I  am  not  afhamed  of  many 
venial  frailties  which  I  daily  commir,  though  the 
Law  is  fevere  againft  them.  But  cou'd  any  man 
accufe  me  of  wilful  treachery  and  ingratitude,  I 
would  pray  inftantly,  That  the  Luminaries  of 
Heaven  might  be  extinguifh'd,  and  that  no  ter- 
rene Subltance  might  henceforth  have  in  it  the 
leaft  potential  Light ;  that  fo  I  might  neither 
be  capable  of  feeing  myfelf,  or  of  being  expos'*  1 
to  the  eyes  of  others  :  And,  the  better  to  efcape 
the  confufion  which  would  attend  that  horrid 

fuilt,    I  would  not    only   avoid    human  fociri\. 
ut,  if  it  were  poflible,   would  run  away    from 
myfelf. 

After  all  this,  methinks  fuch  a  temper  need  not 
be  fufpeclcd,  asaverfe  from  the  intereft  to  which 
he  has  fo  folemnly  fworn. 

I  wou'd  not  have  troubled  thee  with  the  news 
of  any  other  affli&ion ;  but  to  be  fufpedted  of 
what  I  never  was  guilty  of,  and  to  be  menac'd  in 
dark  myfterious  terms,  not  by  an  enemy,  but 
by  my  friend,  and  one  who  has  in  his  keeping 
the  immortal  Records  of  my  Zeal  and  Integrity  j 
this  cuts  me  to  the  heart :  And  I  had  no  other 

way 
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way  to  eafe  myfelf,  but  by  venting  my  anguifh 
to  thee. 

If  any  of  the  Minifters  will  charge  me  with 
weaknefs,  or  want  of  ability  to  a6l  in  this  Station, 
I  mould  have  no  reafon  to  repine  ;  fmce  none  of 
them  can  think  fo  meanly  of  Mahmut,  as  he  does 
of  himfelf.  I  boaft  of  nothing,  but  a  loyalty  to 
my  truft,  incapable  of  being  corrupted. 

But  I  forget  that  I  am  a  Muflulman,  and  there- 
fore ought  to  be  refign'd  to  the  Will  of  He;u  n 
in  all  things,  without  complaint  or  murmur.  Be- 
fides,  I  am  infinitely  obliged,  in  many  regards,  to 
the  Reis  Eftendi  :  and  therefore  he  may  be  dl- 
low'd  to  take  his  own  advantages.  Perhaps  his 
reproofs  may  be  juft,  and  'tis  my  own  peevifhnefs 
that  hinders  me  from  difcerning  it.  However,  I 
could  wifh  he  would  henceforth  exprefs  his  refent- 
nients  with  lefs  obfcurity,  and  not  give  me  ground 
to  apprehend  the  lofs  of  his  friendfhip. 

For,  where  I  once  love,  I  hate  a  change.  And, 
if  thou  beeft  of  the  fame  mind,  we  two  fhall 
continue  our  Friendfhip  to  the  other' Side  of  the 
Grave. 

Par;-;.  -pih  of  tlie  nth  Moon, 
of  the  Y«ar  1^50. 


LET- 
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L  E  T  T  E  R     X. 

To   the  Reis  Effendi,  Principal   Secretary 
of  the  Ottoman  Empire. 


IF  them  wilt  permit  me  to  learn  fomething  from 
Hufbandmen,    they  fay,    'tis  not  profitable  to 
'plow  the  fields,  whofe  barren  glebe  brings  forth 
nothing   but    .briars   and   thorns.      Such   are  the 

f  rounds  of  pafTion  and  anger  among  friends  : 
,et  'em  lie  fallow  for  ever.  Perhaps  thou  wilt 
call  it  prcfumption  in  me,  to  challenge  fuch  a  re- 
lation between  us  :  Or,  if  thou  owneft  the  title 
of  a  friend,  thou  wilt  claim  a  right  to  reprove 
•mt.  Be  it  how  it  will,  reproofs  make  the  beft 
impreilion  when  they  are  given  with  mildnefs 
and  moderation  ;  efpecially,  they  ought  not  to 
be  founded  on  a  miftake,  or  falfe  apprehenfion. 
For  they  appear  like  arrows  difcharg'd  in  the 
<lark,  which,  being  fhot  at  random,  may,  by 
giving  an  undeferved  wound,  make  an  enemy  of 
a  friend,  or  at  leaft  render  a  friend  fufpeded  to  be 
an  enemy. 

But  I  tell  thee,  I  will  not  blow  up  the  embers 
of  a  fire,  whole  flame  is  extinguifh'd  long  ago, 
and  whereof,  by  this  time,  I  hope  there  remains 
not  the  leaft  fmoke.  I  never  love  to  add  fuel  to 
fuch  cafes  :  Otherwife,  had  I  return'd  an  anfwer 
to  thy  angry  letter  in  the  heat  of  my  refentments, 
I  might  have  play'd  the  incendiary :  For  I  had 
both  matter  enough,  and  paflion  fufficient  to  ven- 
tilate the  already  kindled  fparks.  And,  of  this  I 
know  thou  art  fenlible. 

3  Well* 
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Well  ;  to  make  the  bcft  conftruction  of  it: 
The  Hafnadar-Bafly  was  affronted,  I  believe, 
at  the  freedom  I  took  in  advifing  him,  not  know- 
ing that  I  had  pofitive  orders  to  do  fo,  even  to  the 
firft  Minifter  of  State,  if  I  fawoccafion.  And, 
to  vent  his  choler,  he  mifreprefented  the  bufi- 
nefs  to  thee,  hoping  by  thy  means  to  awe  me  in- 
to a  fawning  acknowledgment  of  my  fuppofed 
crime.  If  this  was  thy  intention  in  writing 
that  (harp  letter,  I  fmile  at  his  miftake,  but  am 
forry  for  thine,  becaufe  I  efteem  thee  my  friend. 
'Twas  but  an  overfight  in  you  both  ;  and  fo  let 
it  pa  is. 

Thy  friendfhip  I  court,  and  refufe  not  his,  nor 
that  of  any  Omcer  of  the  Seraglio.  I  honour  all 
the  BafTa's  and  Minifters  of  the  Imperial  Port  :  I 
(hew  to  every  one  the  refpedl:  that  is  due  to  his 
Quality  :  But  I  am  commanded  to  write  with 
Freedom  to  all,  and  not  to  fpeak,  as  if  I  had 
the  bearded  head  of  a  barley  -  ftalk  on  my 
tongue,  which  is  apt  to  flip  down  a  man's 
throat,  and  threatens  to  choak  him  that  fpeaks 
•whilft  it  is  in  his  mouth.  This  charge  I  firft 
received  from  the  late  Vizir  Azem  Mahomet, 
and  it  hits  been  fmce  rcnew'd  with  frefh  in- 
lkuclionj  from  others  of  great  Authority.  They 
all  tell  me  with  much  allurance,  that  one  chief 
end  ot  my  being  placed  here  is,  that  being  out 
of  the  limits  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  yet  hold- 
ing a  coiiftant  intelligence,  1  may  freely,  and 
\vuhout  fear,  reprove  the  vices  and  encourage 
the  virtues  of  the  greateft  Governors  and  Princes 
among  the  Muflulrnans.  Nay,  I  am  threaten'd 


w;th  punifhment,  and  the  Sultan's  difpleafure, 
if  I  neglect  any  opportunity  of  this  nature,  or 
appear  partial  and  timorous  in  my  reprehcn- 
lions. 

For  it  feems  this  is  judged  the  moft  ready 
and  effectual  method  to  reform  the  corruptions 
that  are  crept  into  court,  camp,  and  city  ;  iince 

Voi  ..  IV.  G  ever/ 
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every  man  is  obliged  to  communicate  the  let- 
ters which  he  receives  from  me  :  And  they  are 
all  regiftered  by  thy  care  :  Whereby  the  Gran- 
dees are  compell'd,  either  to  live  within  the 
limits  of  juftice  and  their  duty,  or  elie  to  be 
the  difcoverers  of  their  own  faults ;  which  will 
unavoidably  bring  them  into  difgrace,  if  not 
the  lofs  of  their  liberty  and  lives ;  or  at  leaft 
put  them  to  the  cxpence  of  coftly  prefents  to 
make  their  atonement.  And  thou  knoweft  fome 
men  would  alrnoft  as  willingly  part  with  their 
lives  as  their  money,  which  is  their  God. 

After  all  this,  I  hope  thou  wilt  not  be  dif- 
pleafed  if  I  perform  my  duty,  it  is  not  for  me 
to  be  frighted  with  menaces,  or  fortened  with 
bribes.  My  integrity  is  proof  againft  the  pride 
of  the  one,  and  balenefs  of  the  other.  Yet  I  have 
great  eftcem  for  the  Trcafurer  andthee,  with  other 
Minifters  who  are  my  friends.  I  could,  to  fcrve 
fuch,  freely  hazard  my  liberty,  fortune,  and  any 
thing  but  my  honour,  which  I  value  at  a  higher 
rate  than  my  life. 

Thou   may 'ft  regifter    it  for  a  truth.  That  an 
Englifh    Ambaflador   was  in    the  6th  Moon   of 
this    year  murder'd   by  Villains   in   his  •chamber 
at  Madrid,  the  capital  city  of  Spain.     There  has 
been    alfo    a    great    battle    fought    in    Scotland, 
between    the  army    of  that  nation,    who   main- 
tain   their    King's    intereft,    and    the    forces    of 
the  New  Englifh  Commonwealth  ;    wherein   the 
latter  obtainM    a    fignal    victory,    having    kill'd 
three    thoufand  on    the    fpot,    taken   nine    thou-  • 
fand  pruon-Ti,,  fifteen   thoufand    arms,  two  hun- 
dred   enftgns,    and    all    their    cannon    and 
gage.     Thefe    are  prosperous   beginnings  of  t.iat 
Republic,    and  redound  much    to  ihe   Jiomur  of 
the  Englifh    General    Oliver,    whom    tvciy  bo- 
dy extols  for   a  gallant  man.     And    I 
thee  the  Weftern  Nations  are  not  barren  of  He- 
roes. 

Prin- 
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Principal  Scribe  of  the  Muflulmans,  I  wifh  thy 
heart  may  be  a  Tranfcript  of  the  beft  Copies, 


Paris,  ift  of  the  uth  Moon, 
of  the  Vear  1650. 


LETTER     XI. 

To  Solyman  Aga,  Principal  Chamber- 
lain of"  the  Womens  Apartments  in  the 
Seraglio. 


Tartars,  of  whom  I  fpoke  to  thee 
A  in  my  laft,  arc  a  ftrange  fort  of  people  in 
their  manner  of  life.  But  we  mull  not  cenfure 
'em  becaufe  we  are  of  kin.  I  fpeak  not  of  myfelf; 
for  though  I  am  an  Arab,  yet  the  greateft  part 
of  thofe,  who  ferve  in  the  armies  of  the  Grand 
Seignior,  are  defcended  from  the  Crims,  I  mean 
the  Spahis  and  Timariots.  Thou  know'ft  the 
Originals  of  the  Military  Orders,  and  that  they 
are  more  honourable  than  the  Janixarics  ;  who, 
being  Strangers  by  Blood,  are  brought  up  to  the 
Lure  of  the  Seraglio.  They  know  neither  father 
nor  mother  (I  fpeak  to  the  tributary  youths) 
nor  have  they  any  partial  fondnefs  for  their  Na- 
tive Country.  They  are  educated  in  a  perfect 
rriignation  to  the  Grand  Seignior,  and  his  chief 
Minifters  ;  yet  often  difobey  both,  and  not  fel- 
dom  put  'em  in  hazard  of  their  lives.  How 
many  Vizirs  have  been  facrificed  to  a  cunning 
Janizar-Aga  ;  who,  to  prevent  his  own  ruin, 
has  tempted  thofe  under  his  command  to  mutiny, 
and  accept  of  uo  atonement  for  their  pretended 
G  2  grie. 
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¥ievance?,  lefs  than  the  life  of  the  firft  Deputy  < 
he  rigid  Fate  of  Sultan  Ofman,  uncle  to  our 
prefent  Sovereign,  will  not  be  forgot  by  thofe 
who  love  the  Ottoman  Family  better  than  thcfo 
baftard  Hectors.  Shall  the  Empire  of  true  Be- 
lievers be  ruin'd  by  thefe  Renegades  ?  Befides, 
their  Discipline  is  extremely  corrupted  ;  they 
marry,  and  follow  mechanical  trades  repug- 
nant to  the  auftere  manners  of  the  Primitive 
Guards,  who  are  wholly  attentive^  to  martial 
exercifc. 

\Vere  this  to  come  to  the  hands  of  a  Janizary, 
he  Would  curie  me  to  the  Pains  which  have  nei- 
ther Medium  or  End.  Yet  I  had  once  a  friend 
of  that  Order,  Cafiim  Hali,  the  chief  Aga,  a 
brave  man,  and  of  the  fame  fentiments  as  myfelf: 
He  fought  to  reform  that  diforderly  Militia,  but 
was  oppos'd  by  the  wife  men  in  power.  He  would 
freely  have  facrificed  his  own  grandeiir  and  in- 
terelt  for  the  good  of  the  Mufiiilman  Empire  ;  but 
was  over-aw'd  by  thofe  who  had  no  other  intereft 
hut  in  its  ruin. 

Thou  know'ft  who  I  mean.  Neither  am  I  a 
ftranger  tc  the  heroic  bravery  of  the  faithful  Soly- 
man,  when  he  bearded  the  Boftangi  -Aga,  on 
that  account.  That  Gardiner  was  of  the  Faction, 
being  the  fon  of  a  Janizary,  and  train'd  up  in  all 
the  Practices  of  the  Seditious.  It  makes  me 
afham'd  when  I  hear  the  Infidels  upbraid  the 
Wifeft  of  the  Wife,  the  fupreme  Monarch  on 
Earth  with  folly,  for  permitting  this  infolent  and 
mutinous  Soldier  to  continue  in  the  Empire.  And 
I  tremble  to  think,  that  one  time  or  other  the  re- 
nown'd  Offspring  of  Ertogriel  will  owe  its  Ruin 
and  Catafrrophe  to  thefe  difloyal  Vipers,  whom  he 
cherifhes  in  the  Seraglio. 

Much  more  aflur'd  is  the  French  King  of  his 
Guards  of  Switzers;  whofe  fidelity  was  never 
ftain'd  with  the  leaft  infamous  brand  of  perfidi- 
eufncfs,  in  taking  up  arms  againft  their  Matter, 

whofc 
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whofe  bread  they  tv.t.  Thefe  are  mercenary  fol- 
diers,  who  travel  out  of  their  native  country  to 
ferve  foreign  Princes,  and  will  fhed  the  laft  dro'|> 
of  their  blood  rather  than  betray  their  truft. 
Threescore  there  are  admitted  into  the  Palace^ 
and  nigh  the  Bed-chambers  of  the  Pope  and  the 
King  of  France,  with  full  confidence  of  their  va- 
lour and  integrity. 

As  for  their  Country,  it  is  barren  and  poor, 
confifting  chiefly  of  rocks  and  defarts  ;  which  oc- 
eafions  the  youth,  who  are  generally  very  ftrong 
and  hardy,  to  feek  their  fubiiftence  abroad,  by 
ferving  in  the  Guards  and  Armies  of  neighbouring 
Monarchs  and  States. 

Some  regiments  of  the  Switzers  now  fcrve 
in  the  Wars  of 'Candy,  under  the  Standard  of 
Venice. 

There  are  veflels  arriv'd  lately  in  fome  of  the 
French  harbours,  which  bring  news  of  the  ill 
fuccefs  of  our  arms  in  the  fiege  of  Candia,  the 
chief  city  of  that  Ifland.  They  talk,  as  if  above 
two  thoufand  Muflulmans  were  blown  up  in  the 
ninth  Moon  ;  and  that  Chufaein  Bafia,  difcourag'd 
by  this  lofs,  and  with  the  inconveniences  of  the 
approaching  Winter,  was  forc'd  to  raife  the  Siege 
in  the  Moon  of  October. 

The  French  magnify  the  valour  of  the  Knights 
of  Malta,  who  fignaliz'd  themfelves  by  many 
brave  actions  during  this  Siege :  And  if  all  be 
true  that  is  related  of  thefe  Chriftian  Champions, 
we  cannot  in  common  juflice  deny  'em  their  due 
character,  and  number  fome  of  them  at  leaft  among 
the  Heroes. 

Otherwife,  we  fhould  come  fhort  of  thefe  Weft- 
em  Nazarenes  in  Generofity,  who,  with  no  lefs 
honourable  expreflions,  extol  the  repeated  cou- 
rage and  invincible  conftancy  of  the  illuftrious 
Chufaein,  and  the  alacrity  or  all  the  Muflulman 
foldiers  inthefervice  of  our  great  Mafttr. 

Yet  they  cannot  forbear  reflecting  on  the  cow- 
G  3  ardice 
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ardice  of  the  Janizaries  ;  who,  after  that  fatal 
blow,  had  they  ftoutly  maintained  their  other 
polls,  that  brave  Bafla  would  not  fo  foon  have 
quitted  the  fiege  of  this  important  Place. 

As  tor  other  news  I  have  little  to  acquaint  thee 
with,  fave  a  feeming  calm  at  preftnt  in  this  King- 
dom of  France,  which  has,  for  the  greattfi  part 
of  the  year,  been  harrafs'd  with  Civil  Difcords 
ana  Slaughter.  Bourdeaux,  the  chief  city  which 
held  out  agairuft  the  King,  is  now  reduc'd  to 
obedience,  the  pacify'd  Monarch  retir'd,  and  there 
is  now  appearance  of  Peace. 

The  Queen  of  Sweden,  we  hear,  was  folemnly 
crown'd  in  the  tenth  Moon  of  thelait  year,  having 
declared  for  her  Succeflbr,  Carolus  Guftavus, 
Prince  Palatine,  and  her  counn. 

In  the  fame  Moon  died  the  Prince  of  Orange ; 
and  fo.cn  aiter  the  Count  d'  Avoitx,  a  French 
Grandee,  and  Minifter  of  State. 

In  the  mean  time  I  rejoice  to  hear,  that  my  old 
friendi  are  alive  and  flourishing  j  and  that  the  knot 
is  not  Icofened  which  was  tied  in  our  Youth. 
May  it  continue  firm  to  the  Day  of  the  Earthquake, 
and  to  a  Term,  unlimited. 

Paris,  i^th  of  the  ift  Moon, 
01  the  Year  1651. 


LET- 
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LETTER     XII. 

To  Kikir  Darmelec,  Secretary  of  the  Na* 
zarene  Affairs  at  the  Tortr. 

II  N  the  name  of  GOD  and  his  Prophet,  what' 
i  occafion  hadft  then  to  fend  me  fuch  an  angiy 
letter;  thou  art  thyfclf  but  a  Slave,  as  I  am, 
to  the  Slaves  of  him  who'e  Throne  is  above 
the  flight  of  the  eagle  ?  Doft  thou  think  to 
frighten  Muhmut  into  fordid  compliance  with 
thy  ambition,  whom  nothing  can  terrify,  fo  long; 
:is  lie  prd'crves  himfelf  free  from  any  flain  o» 
difloyalty?  I  tell  thee,  I'm  another  Achilles,  in- 
vulnerable all  over,  fave  the  Soals  of  mv  Feet, 
which  are  the  Emblems  of  our  moil  tender  Al- 
feciwns.  There  thou  may 'ft  wound  me  with  the 
fort  arrows  of  pretended  friendthip.  But,  if  once 
thou  appeareft  with  the  naked  face  of  an  enemy, 
I'm  prefently  on  my  guard. 

Thou  ace uft -ft  me  of  many  crimes  whereof  I 
was  never  guilty,  loaded  me  with  a  thoufand 
undeferved  reproaches,  and  all  to  vent  thy  cho- 
ler :  Threatening  me  with  revenge,  becaufe  I 
once  excus'd  the  iatenefe  of  my  addrefs  to  Mine- 
aim  Aluph  Bafla,  then  newly  veiled  by  our  muni- 
ficent Sulti-ji,  by  laying  the  blame  on  the  badnefs 
of  the  ways,  or  the  infolcnce  of  fpldiers,  by 
whom  the  Poll;-  are  often  intercepted  in  time  of 
War :  Or,  in  fine,  on  thy  neglecl  in  not  fupply- 
ing  me  with  more  early  intelligence.  Wherein 
'tis  eafy  to  difrern,  That  thou  wert  the  laft  I 
would  accufe  to  that  Minifter,  though  thou  wert 
principally  in  the  fault.  For  l  was  afterwards  in- 
form'd,  'i'hat  die  Pofts  were  neither  retarded  by 
ajiy  impaiTable  roads,  or  itop'u  by  the  Orders  of 
G  4  military 
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military  men,  but  arriv'd  here  at  their  accuftom'd 
feafons.  Wherefore  thou  haft  no  reafon  to  be 
offended  at  me,  unlefs  it  be  for  the  fhortnefs 
of  my  accufation,  and  that  it  was  defective  in 
malice. 

Thou  would'ft  take  it  ill,  if  in  my  own  de- 
fence I  fhould  complairf  to  the  Vizir  Azem  of 
thy  frequent  neglects  in  this  kind.  But  I  fcorn 
to  vindicate  myfelf  at  the  price  of  another  man's 
difgrace  and  peril.  Only  I  advife  thee  to  for- 
bear threatening.  It  is  a  reflection  on  thy  pru- 
dence to  menace  a  man  who  has  no  other  refent- 
ments  of  thy  paffion,  than  to  own  himfelf  oblig'd 
to  thee  for  fo  open  a  difcovery  of  it. 

Would'ft  have  the  very  fpleen  of  my  humour  ? 
J  fmile  at  thee.  Thou  haft  made  me  as  jo- 
cund as  Democritus.  If  thou  know'ft  not  how 
I  mean,  he  was  a  pleafant  fort  of  a  philofo  - 
pher,  to  v/hom  ail  human  actions  were  objects 
ojf  mirth.  There  was  another  v/hining  Sage 
that  perpetually  wept.  The  moft  comical  paf- 
fages,  and  fuch  as  mov'd  all  men  to  laughter, 
drew  floods  of  tears  from  his  eyes  :  His  name 
V/P.S  Heraclitus.  It  is  hard  to  determine  which 
{'f  two  was  in  the  right.  But  I  think  I 
lot  n,uch  in  the  wrong  to  be  a  little  plea- 
fant with  thee  :  Perhaps  it  may  put  thee  into 
a  better  hum-ur.  However,  I  would  not  have 
thee  '  ..ith  thyfclf  for  being  offopeevilh 

a  difpcfition.  'Tis  obferv'd,  That  paffionate  men 
are  always  beft  natur'd,  and  free  from  fccret 
malice.  Choler  is  as  neceflary  as  our  Blood  : 
Without  the  latter  we  could  not  live  ;  and,  if  we 
were  void  of  the  former,  our  Lives  would  be  as 
Inactive  as  that  of  Snails  and  Oyfters :  We  fhould 
be  absolutely  Drones. 

Hippocrates,  the  famous  phyfician,  fays,  This 
Complexion  is  the  moft  noble  of  all  the  four, 
transforming  Men  to  Heroes,  one  refining  our 
earthly  Mould,  in  a  coniHtution  like  that  of  the 

immortal 
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immortal  Gods ;  whofe  Bodies,  according  to  the 
Poets,  confift  wholly  of  a,naethereal  Flame. 

Therefore  be  not  difcouragcd,  neither  repine 
at  a  temper  which  ranks  thee  among  thofe  to 
whom  Sacrifices  are  made.  On  the  ctruT  f;uc, 
take  it  not  amifs  from  Mahmut,  if  he  tells  thee, 
he  has  not  devotion  enough  to  become  thy  volun- 
tary Vi&im. 

Vet  if  I  cannot  be  fo  obfequious  as  to  throw 
myfelf  away  by  acknowledging  crimes  wherein 
I  was  never  concerned,  and  for  which  I  Inve  a 
natural  abhorrence  ;  reft  fatisfy'd  at  leaft,  That  I 
will  ferve  thee  as  far  as  I  can,  without  intrench- 
ing on  the  duty  I  owe  to  the  Grand  Seignior.  And 
be  aflur'd,  I  will  do  thee  no  harm,  fo  long  as  thou 
obfervefl  that  rule. 

In  fine,  I  advile  thee  to  order  thy  fteps  like  a 
man  that  is  walking  in  the  Bogs  of  Egypt,  where, 
if  he  obferve  the  Track  of  thofe  who  have  gone 
before  him,  he  may  be  fafe ;  but,  if  his  foot  (lips, 
he  finks  in  the  Mire,  Such  is  the  Life  of  Cour- 
tiers. - 

Pans,  igrh  of  the  zcl  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1651* 
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LETTER     XIII. 
To    Minezin  Aluph,    BafTa. 

IN  the  beginning  of  the  laft  year  I   fent  thee  a 
Difpatch,  wherein  I  acquainted  thee  with  the 
Imprifonment  of  three  Princes  of  the  Royal  Blood 
of  France  ;  now  thou  ihalt  receive  the  news  of 
their  Liberty. 

They  were  releas'd  by  an  order  from  the  King 
on  the  i ^th  Day  of  this  Moon,  and  arrived  in  the 
city  on  the  i6th,  which  was  yelterday,  attended  by 
a  numerous  Cavalcade,  confirming  of  fome  Princes, 
divers  of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry,  and,  one  would 
think,  of  half  the  Citizens  of  Paris.  Even  thofe 
who  triumph'd  laft  year,  and  made  bonfires  for 
their  confinement,  yefterday  throng'd  out  of  the 
city  to  welcome  them  home  with  acclamations  of 
joy,  and  to  congratulate  their  releafe.  So  fickle- 
and  inconirant  a  thing  is  the  Multitude,  driven 
hither  and  thither  with  every  artificial  declaration 
of  Statefmcn,  or  prct:nce  of  Faclion. 
o  But  there  were  divers  Princes  and  Noblemen, 
who,  from  the  firlt  hour  of  their  being  feiz'd,  re- 
folved  not  to  leave  a  {tone  unturn'd  to  procure 
their  freedom.  The  Grandees,  that  were  their 
Friends,  retii  "cl  to  their  Governments,  and  rais'd 
Rebellions  in  the  Provinces.  All  the  kingdom  was 
harrafs'd  with  Civil  Wars.  The  Parliaments  de- 
creed againft  the  Court ;  and  there  wanted  not  ca- 
bals of  fedicious  Courtiers,  even  in  the  Palace  of 
the  King,  to  undermine  the  royal  authority;  which 
the  Cardinal  Minifter  thought  to  eflablim,  by  the 
imprifonment  of  the  Princes.  In  all  places  the 
King's  intereft  ran  retrograde. 

Thou  wilt  not  wonder  at  this,  when  thou  (halt 
know,  that  the  Princes  of  France  are  not  Slaves 

to. 
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to  the  King,  like  the  Baila's  of  the  moft  ferene 
Kmpire,  who  owe  all  their  greatnefs  to  the  fole 
favour  of  our  magnificent  Sultans.  Thefe  Princes 
enjoy  all  that  and  more  by  inheritance,  which  our 
Grandees  acquire  only  by  their  merits,  and  the 
fmiles  of  their  Sovereign.  Hence  it  is,  that  their 
intereft  is  ri vetted  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  who 
revere  the  Blood  Royal,  in  whatfoever  channel  it 
runs. 

Therefore  thinking  men  blame  the  Cardinal's 
conduit  in  this  affair ;  faying,  there  was  neither 
Juitice  or  Policy  in  it.  Indeed,  if  a  man's  wit 
is  to  be  meafured  by  the  fucccfs  of  his  contri- 
vances, the  cenfure  of  thefe  people  is  true  ;  for  the 
Cardinal  feems  to  have  made  a  f  rap  for  himfelf. 

As  loon  as  he  perceiv'd  the  King  was  prcvail'd 
on  by  the  importunity  of  his  uncle,  the  Duke  of 
Orleans  and  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  to  releafe 
the  Prince;;,  and  that  they  had  at  the  fame  time 
carneftly  begg'd  of  him,  that  this  Minifter  might 
be  removed  from  the  Court;  he  fuddcnly  pack  d 
up  his  movcables,  and  withdrew  privately  towards 
the  place  where  the  Princes  were  confm'd': 
Moping,  that,  though  he  had  loft  his  firft  point, 
yet  he  might  make  an  indifferent  after-game,  by 
g  in  perfon  to  the  Royal  Prifoncrs,  and  af- 
furing  t  itm,  'twas  to  him  tlVo-y  o^v'd  their  releafe  ; 
fuice  it  was  in  his  power  to  carry  them  away  with 
him,  as  alfo  thole  who  brought  them  the  King's 
Mandate.  For  he  travell'd  not  without  a  con- 
fide! able  guard. 

''Tii.  fa-d  the  Princes  receiv'd  him  with  feem-" 
ing  compliments  and  addrefs  of  civility;  pro- 
mif.ng  their  fiiuulfhip  to  the  Cardinal,  now  a 
voluntary  Exile,  and  in  a  worfe  condition,  than, 
themft-iv'.s. 

It  is  very  llrange,  that  fo  great  a  Minifter,  who 
inherited^  all  that  abfolute  Power  which  his  Prede- 
cciior  Richlieu  had  at  this  Court,  fhoufd  thus  on 
a  1'uddeji  abandon  his  fortune.  But  it  is  thought 
he  is  not  gone  to  pick  ; : 

How- 
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However,  he  had,  by  this  timely  flight,  avoided 
the  difpieafure  of  feeing  himfelf  compell'd  to  de- 
part by  an  Arreft  of  Parliament,  which  was  pub- 
lifh'd  within  two  days  after  he  was  gone;  com- 
manding him  to  depart  the  Kingdom  within  fifteen 
days. 

The  wife  Minifter  forefaw  this  difgrace  ap- 
proaching, and  therefore  thought  it  more  be- 
coming his  honour  to  depart  of  nis  own  accord  : 
Having  flill  the  advantage  to  reproach  the  State 
with  ingratitude,  in  that  they  have  reduced  to 
fuch  freights  the  man,  by  whofe  aufpicious  con- 
duit, France  has  been  elevated  to  an  extraordinary 
Grandeur  in  Europe. 

By  this  thou  may:'ft  comprehend,  illuftrious  Baf- 
fa,  that  there's  no  Stability  in  human  Greatnefs  ; 
but  that  the  Wheels  of  a  Courtier's  life  run  thro' 
unequal  Tracks,  often  flicking  in  the  Mire  of  the 
Valiey,  and  not  feldom  threatening  to  overthrow 
a  man,  and  caft  him  headlong  from  the  Precipice 
of  a  Mountain.  Againft  thefe  inconftant  Turns 
of  Fortune,  I  advife  thee  to  be  arm'd  with  Mode- 
ratidn  ;  fmce  no  man  can  avoid  his  Deftiny. 

Parit,  i4th  of  the  3d  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1651. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XIV. 

To  Ifouf,  his  Kinfman,  at  Fez. 

I  Am  glad  to  hear  thou  art  alive.  7'hy  letter 
came  in  a  good  hour ;  for  I  bear  a  true  af- 
fe&ion  to  thofe  of  my  Blood,  and  have  been  par- 
ticularly anxious  for  thee  thefe  many  years.  The 
fun  has  nine  times  meafur'd  the  twelve  Signs  of 
the  Zodiac,  fmce  I  received  thy  laft  letter  be- 
fore this,  or  heard  any  news  of  thee.  It  feems 
thou  haft  travell'd  a  great  part  of  the  earth  during 
that  time. 

'Twas  kindly  done  of  thee,  to  remember  thy 
fick  Uncle's  requeft  when  thou  wert  at  Aleppo,  in 
making  Oblations  for  his  Health  to  Sheigh  Bou- 
bac  the  Santone  j  and  diftributing  Corban  to  the 
Poor,  in  honour  of  Syntana  FifTa. 

Thou  haft  fent  me  a  large  and  fatisfa&ory  ac- 
count of  thy  Obfervations  in  Afia  :  Yet  I  am 
forry  thou  haft  not  time  to  penetrate  into  the 
Religion  and  Secrets  of  the  Indian  Bramim. 
I  am  more  ambitious  to  pry  into  the  Wifdom 
and  Learning  of  thofe  Philofophers,  than  into 
any  other  Species  of  Knowledge  whatfoever. 
Methinks  'tis  pity  the  Records  of  fo  vaft  an 
Antiquity  mould  be  conceal'd  from  the  reft 
of  the  \Vorld,  and  only  known  to  thole  hap- 
py Priefts.  I  proteft  'tis  impoflible  for"  me  to 
think  of  it  without  envy:  But  perhaps  it  is 
the  Will  of  Heaven  to  lock  up  thofe  Myfteries 
in  the  remoteft  Provinces  of  the  Eaft,  as  a 
reward  of  their  conftancy, .  in  adhering  to  the 
Traditions  of  their  Father,  which  know  no  ori- 
gin j  as  a  reproach  to  all  other  nations,  who, 
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in  matters    of  Religion,   have   been    mutable  as 

the  Winds. 

I  have  convers'd  with  feveral  Jefuits  and  others 
who  have  been  in  the  Indies  j  but  they  Teem 
to  relate  all  things  partially,  out  of  a  natural 
averlion  for  the  Manners  of  the  Eaft  ;  and  I 
knew  not  how  to  difprove  'em,  till  my  bro- 
ther Pefteli  Hali  undeceived  me.  He  has  al- 
fo  vifited  thofe  Parts,  and  refided  a  confuie- 
rable  time  in  China.  It  is  a  difficult  thing  for 
a  traveller  to  keep  himfelf  within  the  bounds 
of  truth  in  his  relations;  but  I  txlievc  he 
has  not  exceeded.  Thy  Journal  touches  but 
lightly  the  Indian  affairs,  "not  having  leifurc, 
as  th'ou  tdleft  me,  to  obferve  much.  How- 
ever, thou  haft  made  amends  in  thy  relations  of 
Perlia,  Tartary,  and  the  Land  of  the  Curds. 

I  depend  much  on  thy  promife  of  lending  me  a 
Journal  of  thy  Travels  in  Afric.  To  that  Quar- 
ter of  the  World  I  am  much  a  flrarger,  not  hav- 
ing met  wirh  any  authentic  relation  of  the  Regions 
of  the  Souih. 

It  feems  thou  haft  been  in  Ethiopia,  Li- 
bya, ./Egypt;  and  in  fine,  all  over  the  Torrid 
Zone. 

Hiftorians  tell  wonderful  things  of  thefe  Parts  : 
Herodotus  meat-ions  a  fort  of'People  in  Afric, 
whofe  b  dies  are  more  venomous  than  Serpents. 
Thefc  affrontcJ  once  at  the  Wine!?  for  driving 
the  Sands  of  Libya  into  their  Country,  and  rilling 
up  all  their  wtllb  and.  ftreurns,  cnter'd  into  a  war 
againft  the  kingdom  of  yKoIus ;  but  the  South 
Wind  met  'em  in  their  march,  and  buried  them 
under  Mountains  ot  Duft. 

I  do  not  repivfent  this  to  thce  rs  a  truth,  tho' 
related  by  that  learned  Grecian.     Then  u  :tyT*  re- 
pute it  in;-;-.  j::il.li-,  as  I   do,  but  1ft  tii  '    p 
be  a  hint  that  I  expect  from  thee  none   but  tohd 
remarks. 

It  Vkould  pleafe  me  to  be  :uTured  of  one  thing, 

which  • 
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which  perhaps  thou  haft  heard  of  when  thou 
waft  in  Barbary.  Very  credible  Authors  re- 
port, that  when  the  Phoenicians  were  expell'd 
by  the  Ifraelites,  and  driven  into  this  corner 
of  Afric,  they  fet  up  two  Pillars  of  Marble, 
whereon  they  engraved  thefe  Words,  as  a  laft- 
ing  Monument  of  their  Expulfion  :  "  WE  ARE 
"  A  REMNANT  OF  THOSE,  WHO  FLED  FROM 
*'  THE  FACE  OF  JOSHUA,  THE  ROBBER,  THE 
"  SON  OF  NUN." 

The  firft  Invention  of  fhipe  is  by  fonie  af- 
cribed  to  thefe  People,  whom  neceflity  taught 
to  feek  reft  on  the  unquiet  Ocean  ;  fince  the 
more  turbulent  fons  of  5a?°k  would  not  per- 
mit them  to  ejijoy  any  repofe  on  the  land,  hav- 
ing harrafs'd  'em  from  one  place  to  another,, 
till  at  length  they  drove  'em  to  th«  very  Bor- 
ders 44  the  Earth.  But  thou  knoweft,  the  Chi- 
nefe  pretend  to  the  Ufe  of  Ships,  many  thou- 
fand  years  before  this  depredation  of  the  Ifrac- 
iites.  Every  Nation  aims  to  be  efteem'd  the 
moft  ancient.  And  when  there  was  formerly 
a  difpute  between  the'  Egyptians  and  Scythians, 
on  this  point,  'twas  adjufted  in  favour  of  the  lat- 
ter. But  the  Chronologies  of  the  Chinefe  and 
Indians  far  exceed  all  others  in  the  world  :  For 
they  feem  to  outftrip  Time  itfelf  in  Antiquity  ;  at 
Icaft,  they  tranfcend  the  common  Date  of  the. 
World's  Creation. 

I  have  heard  a  Traveller  aflert,  that,  as  he 
was  journeying  through  the  Dcfarts  of  Libya,  he 
difcover'd  an  Altar  of  Stone,  with  this  infcrip- 
tion  on  it,  in  Grecian  Characters,  "  I,  POLY- 
"  STRATUS  of  ATHENS,  HAVE  CGNSECRA- 
'*  TED  THIS  ALTAR  TO  ALL  THAT  is  GOOD  IN 
"  HEAVEN  ;  AND  IF  THAT  ALJ,  KE  BUT  ONE, 

"  AS    SOME  SAY,  MAY  THAT  ONE    ACCEPT  J.1Y 

"  Vows." 

I  defire  thee  to  inform  me,  whether  thou  haft 
ever  fecn  or  heaxd  of  fuch  r.u.  Altar,  when. thou 

wcrt 
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wert  in  thofe  Parts.  You  Travellers  muft  expe& 
this  kind  or  trouble  from  your  friends  :  Every 
body  is  naturally  inquifitive,  anddefirous  of  Know- 
ledge. 

'Twill  be  acceptable  alfo  to  fend  me  an  Abftraift 
of  the  prefent  State  of  Fez.  I  fhould  be  glad 
to  hear  6f  the  health  of  Abdel  Melee  Muli  Omar, 
the  Superior  of  the  magnificent  College,  in  that 
City,  built  by  Al'  Habu  Ennor,  King;  of  the  Coun- 
try. They  fay,,  it  coft  him  two  hundred  and  forty 
thoufand  Zechins. 

'Ti$  added,  That  in  Fez,  there  is  a  Mofque- 
near  half  a  League  in  circuit  ;  in  which  are 
as  many  Gates  as  there  be  days  in  the  Revo- 
lution of  a  Moon.  And  that  the  number  of. 
the  pillars,  which  fupport  it,  is  equal  to  the 
Year  of  the  Hegira  wherein  it  was  founded  ;  be- 
ing encompafled  alfo  by  feventeen  high  %^,'na- 
rets,  befides  innumerable  Domes  and  TerrafFes ; 
having  alfo  goo  lamps  burning  in  it  by  night,  and 
TOO  windows  to  let  in  the  light  of  the  day. 
The  revenue  of  this  famous  Mofque  is  faid  to 
be  36500  Zechins  a  year.  They  relate  many 
other  things  of  Fez,  and  the  Provinces  belonging 
to  it.  Of  all  which  I  defire  thee  to  fend  me  a 
diftinct  account. 

I  had  almoft  forgot  one  paffage,  which  I  have 
read  in  the  Ancients,  concerning  a  certain  fubtle 
African,  whofe  name  was  Pfaphon.  This  man 
had  train'd  up  a  Parrot,  to  repeat  very  frequent- 
ly thefe  words,  "  Pfaphon  is-a  great  God."  When 
the  bird  had  perfectly-  learn'd  his  lefTon,  he 
Jet  it  loofe  ;  which  being. accuftomed  to  a  do- 
meftic  life  in  a  cage, 'fled  net  prefently  to  the 
fields,  but  perch'd  on  the  Temple  of-  the  town, 
where  it  was  heard  by  the  people  to  utter  the 
afdrefaid  fentence  aloud,  and  very  often.  They, 
ignorant  of  the  quality  of  Parrots,  and  led  with 
native  Superftition,  efteem'd  it  an  Oracle  from 
Heaven.  Wherefore,  immediately  flocking  to 

the 
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the  houfe  of  Pfaphon,  they  offer'd  Sacrifice  to 
him,  and  in  all  refpe&s  treated  him  as  a  Di- 
vinity. 

Whether  this  ftory  be  true  or  no,  'tis  certain, 
Idolatry  had  no  better  foundation  than  artifice 
and  lyes :  Unlefs  we  {hall  conclude  with  the 
Poet,  "  That  fear  made  the  firft  Gods  in  the 
44  World."  Coufm,  Let  there  be  frequent  inter-- 
courfe  between  us.  •  It  will  be  profitable  to  thee 
and  me. 

Paris,  5th  of  the  ^th  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1651. 


LETTER    XV. 

To  Kerker,  Rattan,  BalTa. 


>'"T~MS  a  cuftom  in  the  Court  of  Ronie,  That 

JL  every^  Nation  of  the  Weft  has  a  Protector 
among  the  Cardinals  there,  who  are  Princes  of  the 
Roman  Church.  Such  I  eftcem  thee,  in  the  moft 
exalted  Court  of  the  Eaft. 

Arabia  gave  thee  thy  firft  breath  :  But  thy  own- 
merits  have  lifted  thee  up  to  the  Diignity  of  a 
BafTa,  a  Prince  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  whofe 
limits  far  exceed  thofe  of  the  modem,  or  even  of 
ancient  Rome. 

' Tis  from  hence  our  countrymen  addrefs  to  thee, 
as  to  their  patron,  ufing  thy  power  and  media- 
tion with  the  Grand  Seignior  in  all  their  necef- 
fities. 

Among  the  reft,  wonder  not  that  the  humbled 
of  thy  flaves,  Mahmut,  the  fon  of  thy  father's, 
weighhour,  falls  at  thy  feet  in  a  time  of  great 

txefij. 
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trefs,  in  the  agonies  of  his  fpirits,  the  hazard  cf  his 
fortune,  and  perils  of  his  honour,  which  he  values 
more  than  his  life. 

I  complain  not  of  the  many  repeated  abufes 
and  contempts  I  have  received  from  fun;p  in  the 
Seraglio,  to  whom  it  belongs  not  to  meddle  with 
things  out  of  their  Sphere,  murh  lefs  to  difcou- 
rage  the  faithfuP  Agents  and1  Mifiioners  of  the 
Grand  Seignior.  Yet  the  perfections  i  have  felt 
•from  their  hands  are  fuch,  as  would  drive  ano- 
ther man,  lefs  patient  of  injuries,  either  to  revenge 
or  defpair. 

They  have  vilify'd  all  my  condiufb  in  this 
Station  ;  reproach'd  my  bcft  actions  with  the 
odious  Character  of  Imprudence  and  Difloyalty  ; 
and  mifreprefeuted  the  fmalleft  Peccadilloes  (for 
which  alfo  I  have  the  Mufti's  difpenfation)  un- 
der the  ignominious  Tiite  of  Infidelity  and  Athe- 
ifm.  In  a  wo;d,  they  thirft  after  my  blood  :  no- 
thing will  iatisfy  their  greedy  malice,  but  my 
life. 

I  never  was  afraid  to  die,  fmce  I  perfectly 
underftood  what  it  is  to  live.  Nor  can  I  be 
fond  of  protracting  my  breath,  when  my  great 
Matter  fhall  pleafe  to  call  for  a  fur  render  cf  it, 
for  whofe  fcrvice  only  it  was  given  me.  But 
it  would  render  the  Scene  of  my  Death  tragi- 
cal, and  ftrew  my  paflage  into  the  other  World 
with  Thorns,  to  be  lent  out  of  this,  under  the 
.notion  of  a  Traitor,  who  have  a£ted  my  part 
without  a  real  blemifn.  **-». 

Ilcingi,  that  learned  Tutor  of  the  Royal  Pages,, 
•was  the  firft  that  broach'd  this  enmity  again  ft 
me;  (for  I  have  forgot  the  prevarications  of  Sha- 
Ihim  Ifhham,  the  black  Eunuch,  fmce  the  time 
he  acknowledg'd  his  fault  with  much  candour 
and  ingenuity.)  'Twas  that  Athenian  Sophifr, 
who  debauch'd  the  integrity  of  my.coufin  Soly- 
man  ;  and  perfuaded  the  unwary  youth  to  en- 
ter into  a  confpiracy  againit  his  uncle.  But  [ 
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reprehended  my  kinfman's  folly  in  one  letter  j 
and  his  anfwer,  though  late,  convinc'd  me, 
that  he  was  not  guilty  of  malice,  fo  much 
as  of  rafhnefs  and  credulity.  I  was  extremely 
oblig'd  to  the  Kaimacham  for  his  benignity 
and  friendfhip  in  this  affair.  The  good  old 
Minirter  had  a  real  kindncfs  for  me,  and  took 
no  fmall  pains  to  penetrate  into  the  caufes  of 
my  Coufm's  eager  paflion  and  malice  againit 
me.  At  length,  he  found  it  to  be  only  the 
practices  of  Iking:,  who  took  advantage  of  So- 
lyman's  temper,  equally  loyal  and  flexible,  in- 
fmuated  into  his  youthful  mind  monftrous  Ideas 
of  me  ;  and,  in  fine,  fet  him  a  railing  at 
me  with  a  fierce  kind  of  liberty  where-ever  he 
came.  The  wife  Baila  fpon  open'd  my  kinfman's 
eyes,  brought  him  to  his  fenfe,  and  the  iffue  of 
all  was,  That  Solyman  writ  me  a  letter  of  apo- 

Biit,  fuice  this,  the  Mafter  of  the  Pages  has 
laid  new  trains  for  me,  and  drawn  a  great  many 
more  to  his  party.  He  has  corrupted  Muftapha 
Guir,  an  Eunuch,  and  Page  ts  the  old  Queen  j 
with  whom  I  once  held  a  correfpondence,  and 
friendfhip  ;  but,  it  feems,  it  was  only  an  appear- 
ance, without  reality.  I  could  give  thee  a  long 
lift  of  thofe,  whom  this  Academic  has  taught  to 
flander  Mahmut ;  but  I  will  not  appear  to  re- 
vengeful :  Befides,  this  is  not  the  only  grievance 
of  which  I  complain. 

Shall  I  remonftrate  to  thee^  moff.  excellent  and 
ferene  Bafia,  the  true  caule  of  my  uneafmefs  ? 
I  am  weary  of  living  among  Infidels.  Favour 
me  with  thy  afRltance  and  intercefllon,  that  I 
may  have  leave-  to  retire  from  this  place,  and 
vindicate  myfelf  before  the  faces  of  my  ene- 
mies. And  having  had  that  honour,  render- 
ing alfo  a  juft  account  of  the  affairs  wherewith 
I  am  entrufted,  I  may  vifit  my  native  coun- 
try, and  fpend  the  refidue  of  my  days  in  Ara- 
bia, 
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bia,  the  fcene  of  all  our  Prophet's  great  actions, 
the  place  where  I  firft  drew  iny  breath.  I  lan- 
guim  for  the  aromatic  air  of  Admoim,  the 
cryital  fountain,  and  cooler  fhades  of  that 
happy  Province.  I  long  to  fee  the  groves  which 
encompafs  the  Village  of  my  Nativity,  the  tur- 
rets of  thy  father's  houfe,  and  the  Mofque  of 
Hafen  the  Prophet ;  for  tho'  I  took  no  no- 
tice of  thefe  things  in  my  infancy,  yet  hav- 
ing once  feen  'em  in  my  riper  years,  when  I 
was  able  to  make  more  lafting  reflections,  I  mall 
never  forget  thefe  delightful  objects  fo  long  as  I 
live. 

If  this  be  an  infirmity,  pardon  it,  illuftrious 
Arab,  fince  it  is  natural  to  all  men.  Thou,  thy- 
fblf,  haft  enjoy'd  the  pleafure.  of  re-vifiting  that 
fweet  Region  :  Pity  Mahmut,  who  burns  with 
defire  to  tafic  the  fame. 

Or  if  this  fhall  be  thought  too  great  an  in- 
dulgence to  the  poor  exil'd  Mahmut,  yet  it 
will  be  eafy  for  thee,  who  art  a  favourite,  to 
obtain  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  that  I  may  at 
leaft  be  recall'd  from  this  Employment,  and 
fome  body  elfe  fubftituted  in  my  place.  There 
are  thofe  among  my  enemies,  who  are  ambiti- 
ous of  the  fatigue  ;  and  Ikingi,  my  old  friend, 
would  exchange  all  the  honours  he  is  poflefs'd  of 
in  the  Seraglio,  for  this  obfcure,  yet  hazardous 
poft.  'Tis  pity  but  fuch  a  man's  thirft  of  perils 
(hould  be  gratify'd. 

But  if,  after  all  that  I  have  faid,  my  Supe- 
riors {hall  think  it  expedient  to  continue  me 
here,  I  am  reiign'd  ;  only  dcfiring,  That  from 
henceforth  my  flanderers  may  be  fufpe&ed,  as 
men  ill  affected  to  the  fublime  Port,  for  tra- 
ducing a  man  that  has  waded  through  a  thou- 
fand  difficulties,  temptations,  and  perils  ;  and 
ferv'd  the  Ottoman  Empire  in  this  Station  four- 
teen years,  without  making  a  falic  (tep,  or  tranf- 
grcfling  the  leaft  point  of  his  instructions. 

I  hear 
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I  hear  that  Chufaein  Bafla  is  made  Vizir  Azem. 
The  French  have  a  very  great  opinion  of  his  va- 
lour. They  are  generally  impartial  Critics  in 
martial  affairs,  fcorning  to  deny  a  brave  Enemy  his 
due  Character. 

We  are  at  prefent  barren  of  other  news,  fave& 
new  Arreft  of  Parliament  againft  Cardinal  Ma- 
fcarini,  and  all  his  kindred  and  creatures  ;  whereby 
they  are  declar'd  Enemies  of  the  State,  and  charg'd 
with  a  large  catalogue  of  crimes,  whereof  perhaps 
they  were  never  guilty. 

Here  are  alfo  fome  flying  reports  of  the  Car- 
dinal's death;  who,  they  fay,  has  poifon'd  him- 
felf  for  grief  of  his  ill  fuccefs  in  this  Court : 
But  I  "efteem  this  only  as  the  froth  of  his  ene- 
mies malice,  who  really  wifh  him  dead ;  and, 
to  difcourage  his  friends,  give  it  out  that  he 
is  fo. 

Serene  BafTa,  I  commit  my  affairs  to  thy  pro- 
tection ;  befeeching  thee  to  do  the  office  of  a 
countryman  and  a  friend,  to  the  betray'd  for 
GOD. 

Paris,  a 6th  of  the  £th  Moen, 
of  the  Year  1651, 


LET- 
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LETTER      XVI. 

To  Chufacin  Bsfia,  the  Magnanimous  Vizir 
Azem,  and  Invincible  General  of  the 
Ottoman  Forces  in  Candia. 


I  AM  not  much  above  forty-three  years  old, 
yet  have  feen  great  changes  in  the  World, 
mighty  Revolutions  in  Kingdoms  and  States,  and 
the  Death  of  many  fovereign  Monarchs,  illuftri- 
ous  Generals,  and  wife  Statefmen.  Doubtlefs, 
.ill  fublunary  things  are  fubject  to  Viciffitude. 
There  appears  nothing  conftant  and  fettled,  but 
the  Heavens  and  Stars :  They  indeed  perievere 
in  their  immutable  Courfes,  never  change  their 
Orb,  nor  ftart  from  their  eternal  Pofts.  The  Sun 
rifes  and  fets  at  his  -accuftom'd  hours ;  ami  the 
Moon  exactly  obferves  the  determin'd  Periods  of  her 
Encreafe  and  Wane  :  They  vary  only  as  the  Sea- 
fons  of  the  Year,  with  exquifite  regularity  and  con- 
ftant returns. 

But,  here  below,  there  is  an  univerfal  Tranfmi- 
gration  and  Metcmpfychofis  of  States,  and  Forms 
of  Things  ;  a  perpetual  flux  and  reflux  of  human 
events.  Men  die  hourly,  and  others  ar^  hourly 
born  to  fupply  their  places.  One  Age  treads  clofc 
upon  the  heels  of  another.  And  we,  who  live 
at  prcfent,  as  we  walk  in  the  fteps  of  our  Fa- 
thers, fo  mail  we  follow  them  down  to  the  grave, 
where  our  Flefh,  by  a  new  Metamorphoils,  fhall 
be  turn'd  into  the  bodies  of  Worms,  Infects,  and 
Serpents  ;  and  what  fhall  become  of  our  Souls  is 
uncertain. 

I  was  born  in  the  Reign  of  Sultan  Achmet,  from 
whom  our  prefent  Sovereign  is  the  fixth  Emperor 

that 
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that  has  afccnded  the  glorious  Throne  of  the  Ot- 
tomans. May  God  grant  him  a  long  life,  and  a 
Series  of  years  blefs'd  with  a  continual  health,  and 
victory  over  his  enemies.  I  pray  Heaven  alfo  to 
perpetuate  thy  new  Office  to  the  1  aft  period  of  the 
Sultan's  life;  and,  in  wiftiing  this,  I  fay  all  that 
can  be  expected. 

But  when  I  reflect  on  the  frequent  and  bloody 
Tragedies  that  have  been  a&ed  in  the  Seraglio 
fince  I  can  remember ;  and  the  many  Sacrifices 
that  have  been  made  of  Sultans,  Vizirs,  Bafia's, 
and  principal  Minifters  of  State,  befides  the  maf- 
facres  and  butcheries  of  meaner  perfons,  it  makes 
me  melancholy  amidft  the  joys  I  conceive  for  thy 
•lute  Exaltation  ;  and  fills  me  with  fears  left  my 
good  wifhes  to  the  Grand  Seignior  and  thee,  who 
.art  his  right-hand,  mould,  by  fome  finifter  De- 
cree of  Kate,  be  almoft  as  foon  difannuU'd  as 
pronovmc'd.  I  pray  Heavcfi  avert  iny  melancholy 
preHiges. 

Th*  death  of  the  old  Queen  (the  news  of  which 
is  hardly  arriv'd  at  this  Court;  does  but  revive 
and  encrcn.fi:  my  apprehenfioji  of  greater  Tra- 
gedies to  come,  becaufe  one  acl  of  cruelty  ftill 
pro;\;gates  another :  Revenge  is  prolific,  and  mif- 
chief  is  never  at  a  ftand.  'Tis  true  indeed,  as 
it  is  not  decent  to  infult  o'er  the  Ames  of  ij- 
luftriou.s  Perfons  j  fo  neither  has  a  loyal  MufTul- 
man  any  great  reafon  to  mourn  for  the  fall  of 
a  won- in,  by  whoie  connivance  her  Royal  fon, 
and  our  late  Great  Mafter  Sultan  Ibrahim,  fell 
a  Saciifice  "to  the  Mufti's  indignation.  'Twas 
an  unnatural  part  in  a  Mother  :  And  we  may 
fay,  the  divine  Juftice  lias  overtaken  her,  in  ma'-c- 
inj  IKT  Grandfon  fign  the  Warrant  for  her  Death, 
with  the  Ccnf-iit  of  that  very  Mufti,  at  whole 
Inftigatioii  (he  had  confented  to  the  murder  of  his 
Father. 

Yet,  after  all,  may  (he  not  have  left  behind 
her  a  party  in  the  Seraglio,  or  at  Icaft  in  the 

State, 
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State,  who  will  ftudy  to  revenge  her  fall  ;  or, 
however,  do  fome  mifchief  to  prevent  their  own  ? 
Let  me  not  feem  to  contradicl  my  own  argu- 
ments, and,  whilft  I  plead  againft  revenge  and 
cruelty,  appear  an  Advocate  Tor  thofe  inhuman 
paflions.  I  do  not  mention  the  furviving  Crea- 
tures of  this  unhappy  Queen,  to  excite  in  thee 
falfe  fentiments  of  juftice,  fufpicious  Chimaera's 
of  a  poflible  Confpiracy,  and  to  fHmulate  thee 
to  punifh  them  by  anticipation  for  crimes  of 
which  perhaps  they  never  will  be  guilty.  I 
rather  fuggeft  thefe  things,  That,  after  fo  many 
Tragedies  in  the  Royal  Family,  a  flop  may  be  now 
put  to  future  mifchiefs ;  left,  whilft  men  purfue 
a  particular  and  felf-interefted  revenge,  the  conta- 
gion (hall  fpread,  and  Cruelty  become  univerfal 
and  infinite. 

Let  it  fuffice,  that  no  lefs  th:m  three  of  our 
Sultans  have  been  depos'd  and  ftrangled  within 
thefe  thirty  years  :  Not  to  mention  the  Deluge 
of  Royal  Blood  that  'has  overflowed  the  private 
chambers  of  the  Seraglio,  the  prifoners  of  the 
Ottoman  Princes,  brothers  or  fons  to  the  Emperors 
formerly  reigning. 

Thefe  are  barbarous  cures,  of  untimely  jea- 
loufies  ;  and  it  is  pity  that  fuch  royal  malfacres 
fhould  ever  be  repeated  again.  Why  mould  the 
Pofterity  of  Ottoman  be  in  this  regard  the  only 
unfortunate  Princes  on  earth  ?  Were  it  not  much 
more  noble,  and  equally  wife,  to  take  the  mea- 
fures  of  /Ethiopian  policy,  where,  to  prevent  fe- 
dition  and  difcords  about  Succcflion,  the  Princes 
of  the  Blood  are  confin'd  indeed,  but  to  a  very 
pleafmg  liberty  :  Whilft  they  have  palaces,  parks, 
and  large  fields  at  command  ;  are  ferv'd  by  a 
princely  train,  and  deny  VI  no  lawful  pleafurcs 
within  the  Pale  of" their  Reftraint.  For  there  is 
an  exceeding  high  mountain  in  the  country,  the 
top  of  which  is  very  fpacious,  containing  large 
trails  of  Ground,  many  beautiful  Seraglio  s  fur- 
3  nifh'd 
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nifh'd  with  whatsoever  can  contrihute  to  the  en- 
joyment of  theie  Princes,  or  at  leall  to  compenfate 
for  their  want  of  greater  liberty.  This  mountain 
is  environ' d  with  a  high  and  ftrong  wall,  having 
but  one  entrance,  and  that  guarded  by  foldiers,  fo 
that  no  man  can  go  in  or  out  who  has  not  the 
Emperor's  warrant,  or  at  leaft  a  permi/fion  from 
the  Prime  Minifter  of  State  :  For  he,  upon  the 
death  of  the  Emperor,  immediately  calls  a  Coun- 
cil of  the  fupreme  Officers,  who,  from  among 
thefe  imprifon'd  Princes,  chufe  him  whom  they 
think  molt  worthy  to  fucceed.  The  reft,  who* 
never  felt  the  appetite  to  reign  (for  they  are  carried 
to  this  place  in  their  infancy,  and  kept  in  perpetual 
ignorance  of  State- Affairs)  pafs  away  their  time 
without  envy,  or  repining  at  the  exaltation  of  their 
brother,  addicting  themfelves  wholly  in  the  inno- 
cent delights  of  that  rural  life,  or  to  the  ftudy  of 
Books,  whereof  they  have  great  plenty  in  their  Li- 
braries, and  thofe  altogether  treating  of  matters  of 
divine  and  natural  fpeculation.  Whereby,  though 
they  know  nothing  of  State-Artifices  and  Intrigues 
of  Courts,  yet  they  become  able  Philofophers,  and 
vcrs'd  in  all  the  liberal  Sciences. 

Would  to  GOO  our  Ottoman  Princes  (I  mean 
the  younger  brothers)  had  but  half  this  liberty 
granted  them,  then  the  Infidels  would  have  no  rea- 
jfon  to  call  the  exalted  Port  aNcft  of  Vultures. 

But  we  muft  not  find  fault  with  the  actions  of 
our  Sovereigns,  though  they  tend  to  the  fcandal 
and  ruin  of  the  Muflulman  Empire.  Yet  I  know 
to  whom  I  write  thefe  things  ;  having  often 
heard  thee  declaim  againlt  this  barbarous  Cuftqin 
of  fhutting  up  the  Royal  Offspring  in  a  Dungeon, 
without  light  or  comfort  during  their  lives;  which 
many  times  are  allb  cruelly  fhorten'd  by  the  hands 
of  the  Executioner. 

But  turning  our  eyes  from  the  Tragedies  of  the 
Eaft,  let  us  fix  them  on  the  affairs  of  theNazarenes 
in  the  Weft. 

VOL.  IV.  H  The 
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The  chief  difcourfe  at  prefent  is  about  a  marriage 
lately  folemni/:ed  between  the  Emperor  of  Ger- 
-many  and  the  Dutchefs  of  Mantua,  She  is  his 
third  wife  fucceflively ;  for  Polygamy  is  not  al- 
low'd,  even  to  the  Sovereigns  in  thefe  Parts,  where 
the  Priells  bear  all  the  fway. 

The  pofl  from  Sweden  informs  us  of  the  death 
of  General  jTorftenfon,  of  whofe  exploits  in  Ger- 
many thou  haft  often  heard.  That  Empire  is  very 
unfortunate^  fpending  its  time  and  vitals  in  un- 
profitable Afiemblies  and  Confults ;  whilft  her 
active  enemies  take  whole  Provinces  from  them 
with  eaie  ;  but  this  need  not  grieve  us. 

Great  Atlas  of  the  MufTulman  Empire,  I  wifh 
thee  the  Continence  of  Scipio,  the  Fortune  of 
Alexander,  and  the  Temperance  of  Cato ;  who, 
when  he  was  marching  through  the  fand  of  Lybia, 
with  his  Army,  all  ready  to  expire  with  thirft,  and 
one  of  his  foldiers  brought  him  his  helmet  full  of 
water,  as  a  rare  prefent  in  that  general  diftrefs, 
gratify 'd  the  foldier  for  hisgift,  but  fpilt  the  wa- 
ter on  the  ground,  faying,  Tnat  fince there  was  not 
enough  to  fatisfy  the  whole  army,  he  would  not 
tafte  a  drop  ;  and  that  he  was  unworthy  to  be  a 
General,  who  would  not  endure  as  much  hardlhip 
as  the  meaneft  Soldier. 

Paris,  a6th  of  the  5th  Moon, 
ef  the  Year  1651, 


LET- 


A   SPY   AT   PARIS.  147 

LETTER    XVII. 

To  Naflbuff,   Baffa  of  Natolia. 


PRraife  be  to  GOD,  Lord  of  the  feven  Hea- 
vens, and  of  all  that  is  within  their  cir- 
cumference:  Thefc  Wcftern  Nazarenes  are  al- 
ways a  quarrelling.  They  are  refolved  to  do 
their  parts  towards  the  fulfilling  the  MufTulman 
Predictions,  and  thofe  of  their  own  Prophets, 
It  makes  me  fmile  to  fee  thefe  Infidels  employ- 
ing their  arms  againft  each  other,  contending 
about  petty  rights  and  pofleflions,  whilft  they 
neglect  the  general  confervation  and  defence  of 
Chriftendom,  from  the  impetuous  Torrents  of  our 
invincible  Armies. 

The  Eledtor  of  Brandenburgh  is  enter'd  into 
the  Dutchy  of  Mons,  with  considerable  forces, 
pretending  to  adjuft  I  know  not  what  Differences 
between  thofe  whom  they  call  Catholics  and  Pro- 
teftants. 

'Twould  be  too  tedious  for  a  letter  to  run 
back  to  the  firft  Original  of  this  War,  and 
trace  it  down  from  above  an  hundred  years 
ago  to  the  prefent  time.  Befides,  'tis  of  no  im- 
port to  a  Muflulman,  to  hear  a  long  ftory  of 
the  marriages,  deaths,  heirs,  and  law  difputes  of 
thefe  petty  Infidel  Princes.  Yet,  that  thou  may'ft 
know  fomething  of  it,  I  will  relate  the  whole-  bu- 
fmefs  as  briefly  as  I  can. 

In  the  year  1546,  William  Duke  of  Pi/Ions, 
Juliers,  and  Cleves,  married  Mary,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Ferdinand  I.  Emperor  of  Germany,  and 
by  this  match  obtain'd  of  the  Emperor  (whom 
they  call  Caefar,  as  they  did  the  ancient  Em- 
H  2  perois 
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perors  of  Rome,  whofe  SuccelTor  he  pretends  to 
be)  forne  privileges,  touching  the  Succefllon  of 
his  Children,  and  their  Right  of  his  Dominions  ; 
and  particularly,  that  this  vaft  Eftate  fhould  not 
be  divided,  but  reft  in  the  entire  poffeflion  of  one 
Heir-male  ;  or  in  default  of  that,  it  fhould  de- 
fcend  to  the  next  Female ;  which,  as  I  am  told, 
is  a  cuftom  in  Germany  ;  that  fo  the  Grandezza, 
and  authority  of  Princely  Families  may  be  fup- 
ported. 

I  will  not  trouble  thee  with  the  particulars, 
which  would  take  up  a  Volume.  But  in  {hort 
it  appears,  that,  notwithftanding  all  the  ftri£r. 
provihon  that  was,  or  could  be  made,  this  great 
Eftate,  after  it  had  remain'd  fixty  years  united, 
was  at  length  divided  between  two  Princes,  both 
claiming  an  equal  right  to  the  whole  ;  yet  to  pre- 
vent wars  and  effuhon  of  blood,  each  was  con- 
tented with  Half.  Thefe  were  Wolfang,  Duke 
of  Newburgh,  and  Erneft,  Marquis  of  Eranden- 
burgh.  In  whofe  Families  the  parted  Succeflion 
has  continued  to  this  day. 

The  occafion  of  the  prefent  quarrel  is  their 
Difference  of  Religion  ;  the  Duke  of  Newburgh 
being  a  Catholic,  and  he  of  Brandenburgh  a 
Proteftant.  It  feems  the  Brandenburghers  had 
formerly  made  inroads  on  thole  of  Mons  and  Ju- 
licrs,  carrying  away  captive  their  Pricits  and  I)er- 
vifes  from  their  Altars  and  Convents,  and  de- 
taining them  in  fervitude  for  many  years,  con- 
trary to  certain  Articles  that  had  been  drawn  up 
between  them.  They  alfo  us'd  them  with  great 
cruelty,  and  committed  a  thoufand  infolencies  on 
the  Roman  Imaums,  where  ever  they  got  them  in 
their  power. 

Thus  their  affairs  continued,  till  the  late  Agree- 
ment at  Munfter.  Snce  which  time  the  Duke  of 
Newburgh  endeavour'd  to  free  his  fubje&s  from 
their  former  calamities,  and  reftore  things  to  their 
ancient  ftate. 

The 
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The  Ele&or  of  Brandenburgh,  making  this  an 
occafion  of  War,  has  how  invaded  the  Dominions 
of  the  faid  Duke.  He  is  not  gone  in  perfon,  but 
has  fent  a  good  foldier,  whom  they  call  Othor 
Spar,  with  four  thoufand  men,  to  begin  the  cam- 
paign ;  who,  'tis  faid,  will  be  follow'd  by  a  greater 
army. 

But,  before  he  took  the  field,  the  Elector  of 
Brandenburgh  had  an  Interview  and  Confe- 
rence with  the  Duke  of  Saxony  about  this  affair, 
who  is  alfo  a  Proteftant :  So  that  'tis  thought,  no 
fmall  difturbance  will  arife  in  the  Empire.  All  joy 
and  peace  to  true  Believers  ! 

He  of  Brandenburgh  has  caus'd  a  Declara- 
tion to  be  fpread  abroad,  full  of  fpecious  pre- 
tences, that  fo  his  conqucfts  may  be  the  more 
eafy.  He  talks  of  nothing  but  reftoring  the- 
People  of  Juliers  and  Mons  to  their  ancient1 
liberties  and  rights,  both  '  in  Civil  and  Reli- 
gious matters,  promifmg.  the  faircll  things  in. 
the  world  to  thofe  that  obey  him,  and  receive 
his  armies  with  friend  {hip  :  On  the  other  fide, 
threatening  to  treat  thofe  who  refill  him  with 
the  utmoff  feverity  that  is  due  to  traitors  and 
rebels  ;  and  all  this  for  the  fake  of  two  or 
three  infignificanfceremonies  and  opinions  where- 
in they  differ ;  mere  trifles,  literal  whimfies, 
the  fport  of  their  Doctors,  the  fpawn  of  wan- 
ton and  luxuriant  brains.  For  no  greater  was 
the  original  difference  between  the  Lutherans 
and  thofe  of  the  Roman  Church.  One  will 
be  faved  by  the  ftrength  of  his  Fancy,  which 
he  calls  Faith,  without  doing  any  good  \Vorks 
towards  it :  The  other  toils  all  his  life-time 
to  merit  Heaven,  and  thinks  he  can  never  do 
enough  to  obtain  his  end.  He  wears  out  the 
pavement  of  Churches,  and  makes  the  {kin  of 
his  knees  like  that  of  the  Camel,  with  per- 
petual kneeling  and  praying  to  Images  and  Pic- 
tures. And  after  all,  they  may  be  both  damn- 
H3  ed. 
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ed  for  aught  I   know  for  their  ill  lives.     They 

tear  and    devour  one   another    like    wild   beafts, 

and  think    to  gain  Paradife   by    their  unnatural 

zeal. 

The  Duke  of  Newburgh  has  publifh'd  a  Mani- 
fefto  againll  the  proceedings  of  Brandenburgh,  and 
folicited  the  Duke  of  Lorrain's  aid,  as  allb  that 
of  Leopold  Arch-duke  of  Auftria.  What  v/ill 
be  the  ifi'ue  no  man  knows  ;  but  oft-times  a  final! 
fpark  kindles  great  fires  :  And  it  is  not  impoflible, 
that  this  little  feud  may  let  the  whole  Empire  in  a 
flame. 

Mighty  Bafla,  I  pray  Heaven  blefs  thee  with 
Peace,  Health,  and  thy  ciue  Revenue.  If  thefe 
be  not  enough  to  make  thee  happy,  I  wifh 
thee  an  Increafe  of  Honours,  and  all  the  glorious 
Fatigues  which  Mortals  court  as  their  Way  to 
Blifc. 


Paris,  20th  of  the  7th  Moonj 
ol  the  Year  1651. 


LET\ 
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LETTER    XVIII. 
To  Ufeph  Baffa. 

SUfpeft  me  not :  I  have  an  equal  efteem  for 
thee,  as  I  have  for  the  other  Bafla's  and 
Minifters  of  the  Divan.  But  I  find  it  difficult 
to  pleafe  any.  They  are  captious,  and  every 
one  wou'd  have  all  my  Letters  addrefs'd  to 
hirnfelf :  As  if  I  were  plac'd  here  to  ferve  par- 
ticular interefts,  and  not  the  public.  How- 
ever, I  cannot  but  acknowledge  the  tacit  ho- 
nour they  do  me  in  being  fo  covetous  of  poor 
Mahmut's  correfpondence.  I  wifh  I  were  in 
a  condition  to  be  more  partial  :  Then  I  would 
quickly  make  thee  and  fome  others  fenfible,  which' 
are  the  perfons  for  whom  I  have  a  peculiar  re- 
gard. 

But  as  the  cafe  is  at  prefent,  I  muft  ob ferve  the 
Inftru<£tions  I  have  received ;  and  by  turns  write 
to  all. 

Wherein,  if  I  fail  of  Arithmetical  Propor- 
tions, I  will  make  amends  by  the  Rules  of 
Geometry  :  If  I  write  but  feldom  to  fo  *.e,  I  de- 
fire  that  the  length  of  my  letters,  and  folidity  of 
the  matter,  may  be  accepted  as  a-  proper  fupple- 
mcnt. 

But  thou  haft  no  reafon  to  complain  on  th's 
fcore,  unlefs  it  be  with  thyfelf  for  travelling 
into  remote  Countries,  whither  I  know  not 
how  to  follow  thee  with  letter?,  or  any  other 
way.  Befjdcs,  the  former  friendftiip,  that  has 
been  between  us,  is  a  fufficient  counterfcarp 
againft  all  fufpicion  of  negleft  on  ray  part, 
who  am  a  thoufand  times  obliged  to  thee  for 
H'4  many 
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many  repeated  favours.  For  the  fake  of  GOD 
therefore,  and  all  that  is  good,  wound  my  heart 
no  more  with  thefe  undeferved  reproaches,  but  be- 
lieve ftedfaftly,  that  M^hnmt  can  never  be  ungrate- 
ful and  falfe. 

Thy  letter  is  a  mifcellany  of  friendly  com- 
plaints and  compliments.  Thou  givefl  me  a 
character  to  which  I  do  not  pretend.  'Tis 
true  indeed,  and  I  thank  GOD  and  my  good 
Stars  for  it,  that  I  was  not  born  blind,  deaf,  or 
dumb.  Nature  gave  me  my  Senfes  free  from 
any  manifeft  defect  ;  and  I  have  an  indifferent 
good  Memory.  When  I  was  young  I  had  an 
inclination  to  read  Books  ;  and  fortune  has 
fince  favoured  me  with  rrany  opportunities  for 
that  purpofe.  But  I  found  the  moft  profit- 
able Study  to  be  that  of  Myfelf,  to  which  all 
the  laborious  pains  of  the  Schools  and  Aca- 
demies fgrve  only  &s  a  certain  gKuUuion  and 
discipline.  Kay,  without  thefe  a  man  may  at- 
tain all  the  knowledge  that  is  necefiary  to  the 
accomplishments  of  his  nature  ;  for  fo  did  the 
firft  Philofophers,  before  Books  or  Letters  were 
extant.  If  thou  wilt  be  perfectly  wife,  read 
the  ALCORAN,  and  .the  UNIVERSE  ;  after  that 
perufe  THYSELF;  thou  wilt  find  matter  of 
wonder  and  improvement  in  each  ;  but  moft 
of  all  in  the  laft  j  for  Man  is  a  Medley  of  all 
Things. 

Were  this  leilbn  well  learn'd  and  pra&is'd  in 
the  Court  of  France,  there  would  not  be  fo  many 
little  miarrels  among  thtfe  Infidels  ;  or  at  leaft  fuch 
petty  Originals  would  not  produce  fo  many  fatal 
Confequences. 

From  the  firft  time  the  Prince  of  Conde  with 
his  brothers  were  releas'd  from  their  Imprifon- 
ment  (whereof  I  have  given  an  account  to  Mi- 
neZim  Aluph)  there  appeared  much  coldnefs 
in  the  Queen's  reception  of  'em,  and  their  ad- 
drefles  to  her.  On  both  fides  they  were  at  a 

lofs 
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lofs  how  to  behave  themfelves,  for  all  their 
civilities  were  forc'd.  'Tis  true,  there  was  a> 
fplendid  umbrage  of  reconciliation  ;  but  it  foon 
vanifh'd.  Their  fupprefs'd  paifions  difcover'd' 
themfelve^  by  degrees,  and  at  length  broke  out 
into  an  optn  enmity. 

The  Queen  appear'd  full  of  condefcenfion 
and  favours  :  But  young  Conde  is  as  full  of 
his  Merits  and  brave  Exploits ;  remembering  - 
what  Services  he  has  done  to  the  Crown.  Be- 
fides  he  is  not  void  of  fufpicion  and  jealoufy, 
left  all  thofe  excefles  of  royal  kindnefs  are 
ftrain'd,  only  to  render  him  more  fecure,  and 
to  entrap  him  a  fecond  time  with  greater  ad- 
vantage. The  horror  of  his  firft  Imprifonment* 
is  yet  fix'd  in  his  mind  ;  from  whence  it  will 
not  be  eafy  to  efface  it.  Three  principal  fer- 
vants  of  the  Queen  were- banilh/cl1  to  remove 
his  fears  ;  for  he  imagin'd  them  to  be  inftru- 
ments  of  correfpondence  between  the  Queen' 
and  his  old  enemy  Cardinal  Mazarini.  Yet 
flie  publifh'd  a  Declaration,  fignifying,  "  That 
"  the  Cardinal  mould  be  for  ever  bani/h'd, 
*'  not  only  from  the  Court,  but  from  the  King--- 
"  dom." 

And  this  Moon  the  King,  being  come  of  Age, 
invited  the  Prince  to  the  Ceremonies  ufual  on  fuch. 
occafions  :  Which  Conde  apprehended  as  a  fnare, 
and  fo  fled  out  of  Paris. 

The.  event  of  thefe  emergencies  is  yet    in  the> 
facred    Pages    of  Deftiny  :     But    in    all    likeli- 
liood    a    Civil    War    will    follow.      People    are., 
whifpering,    caballing,    and    making    parties    of 
both    fides.      All    the  powder    in    Paris    is    en- 
grofled  and   gone  ;  but  nobody  knows  by-  whom. 
Some  fay    the  Prince    is    ported    into  Flanders ; 
others    report,    that   he    is    retir'd    to    his    own 
Government,    there    to    raife  .  an    army.      The 
moft    knowing    aver,    that,    where-ever    he    \s}, 
he  has  two  hundred   thousand  Sequins   iii  bank. . 
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to   give  life  to  his  defigns,  let  them  be  what  they 
will. 

Think  not  this  news  of  fmall  importance, 
ferene  BafFa :  But  when  thou  hearefr.  of  the 
Civil  Wars  among  Chriftians,  efpecially  in  the 
realm  of  France,  the  firft  and  molt  victorious 
Empire  of  the  Weft,  look  on  thy  Right  hand 
and  on  thy  Left,  for  our  holy  Prophet,  or  his 
Herald  is  near  at  hand. 


Paris,  23d  of  the  9»h  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1651. 


LETTER    XIX. 


To   Solyman,    his    Coufin    at 
nople. 


Conftanti- 


THOU  fecft  what  thy  Libertinifm  has  brought 
on  thee.  For  my  part  I  am  fick  in  read- 
ing thy  fetter,  full  of  melancholy,  and  the  woril 
kind  of  Enthuliafm. 

Hadft  thou  follow'd  my  advice  :  or,  if  that  be 
comemn'd,  hadft  thou  but  obey'd  the  precepts 
of  thy  father,  an  honed  man,  and  one  that  went 
down  to  the  grave  in  peace,  thou  would'ft  have 
liv'd  as  happily  as  other  men  ;  but  now  thou 
^rt  overwhelm'd  with  Hypochondriac  vapours, 
and  dreams  of  a  filthy  brain.  I  counfel  thcc 
to  purge  thy  felt  with  Hellebore  ;  for  thou  halt 
more  need  of  that  than  of  Books.  In  all  my 
life  I  never  heard  of  fuch  religious  Nonfenle 
from  a  Muuulman,  as  thy  Jaft  letter  is  ftufPd 
with. 

i  have  no  patience  to  make  repetitions,  or  an- 

fvver 
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Aver  every  particular  Whimfey  of  thine.  But  in 
CiOD's  name,  what  makes  thee  fright  thyfelf 
with  fuch  a  wrong  notion  of  Hell  ?  It  is  a  com- 
mon Maxim  in  Nature,  "That  nothing  violent 
"  is  permanent."  Either  therefore  the  pains  of  the 
Diiinn'd  are  not  infinitely  Intenfe,  or  elle  they 
are  n'>t  Eternal  in  their  Duration.  Thou  wilt 
fay,  The  Alcoran  ittl-if  niferts  the  Eternity  of 
thofe  Torments.  But  doft  thou  underitand  the 
figurative  manner  of  Speech  us'd  in  that  divine 
Book,  and  in  all  our  Eaitern  Writings  ?  Is  it 
not  common  to  call  a  very  high  mountain,  "  The- 
"  Mountain  of  God  r"  As  if  all  the  mountains  and 
valleys  of  the  earth  were  not  equally  his.  So, 
to  exprefs  an  uncertain  length  of  time,  'tis  cuf- 
tomary  to  ufe  the  Epithet  [Eternal].  Thu-  we 
in  ordinary  conver&tion  lay  in  Arabia,  "  I  low 
c<  you  eternally  ;  I  will  ferve  you,  fight  for  you, 
*'  £cc.  eternally}"  and  the  fame  of  the  contrary 
Paffions  :  And  yet  we  all  know  we  {hall  live  but . 
a  few  years. 

But  granting,  that  the  Alcoran  fpcaks  in  a 
literal  fenfe ;  it"  does  not  follow,  that  thofe  Pains 
are  without  Intervals  of  Reafon.  We  read  of  the 
tree  Zacon,  which  grows  in  the  Center  of  Hell : 
Rut  who  will  interpret  what  is  underflood  by  this 
Plant  ? 

....  Coufm,  make  ufe  of  thy  Reafon-,  and  pracTife  the 
beft  Things.  As  for  our  condition  after  this  Life,- 
troublenot  thyfelf;  for  no  man  knows  what  will 
become  of  him  when  he  goes  hence.  However, 
we  cannot  believe  the  Supremely  Merciful  delights 
in  Cruelty." 

There  is  a  Path  which  the  Eagle  has  not  wing'd, 
nor  the  Serpent  trac'd,  though  'tis  obvious  to  both. 
But  thei?  own  'rafhnefs  blinds  them,  and  they 
cannot  difcern  the  way  of  the  wife.  There  are 
men  of  tow'ring  fpeculations,  and  others  very 
crafty;  neither  one  nor  t'other  can  grope  out 
the  direct  road  to  Blifs.  If  I  may  advife  thee, 
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let  Nature  be  thy  guide.  Do  nothing  but  what 
Humanity  prompts  thee  to  :  'Tis  this  alone 
diftinguilhes  thee  from  other  animals.  Honour 
the  Memory  of  thy  deceafed  Parents,  love  thy 
Friends,  and  be  generous  to  thy  Enemies  :  Do 
juftice  to  all  men  :  Obferve  the  Purifications  and 
Prayers  prefcrib'd  by  the  Law  :  But  give  no 
credit  to  the  Fables  of  Infidels.  It  is  common 
here  among  the  Chriftians  to  paint  Heil  with 
horrid  flames  and  Devils  flying  up  and  down 
with  red  hot  prongs,  to  tofs  the  Damn'd  from 
fire  to  fire.  And  their  Preachers  make  long  and' 
direful  harangues  on  the  fame  fubjedt :  When,  all 
the  while,  neither  they  nor  we  know,  what  or 
where  Hell  is,  or  after  what  manner  the  Wicked 
fhallbechaftis'd. 

Only  the  Illuminated  of  GOD  have  this  Stand- 
ard of  Truth ;  that  both  our  Pains  and  Pleafures 
after  this  Life,  fhall  be  exactly  proportion'd  to  our 
Virtues  and  Vices.  There  is  no.  Malice  or  In- 
juftice  in  the  good  Creator  of  all  things. 

Coufin,  once  again,  let  thy  fenfes  be  awake, 
and  fuffer  not  thy  reafon  to  dream  of  things  which, 
have  no  exigence.  For,  afi'uredly,  GOD  is  the 
nioft  impartial  Judge  of  the  Univerlc. 

Paris,  aid  of  the  icth  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1651. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XX. 

To    Endcl    Al'    Zadi   Jaaf,   Beglerbeg  of 
Dierbekir. 

I  Have  not  the  honour  to  know  thee  in  perfony 
but  have  heard  of  thy  fame.     So  mortals  are 
unacquainted  with  the  fecrets  of  the  fixed  Stars, 
yet    we    obferve  their  luftre  and  rank,    and  the 
figure  they  make  in  thofe  remote  Worlds. 

Thy  exploits  among  the  Curds  and  Georgians 
are  not  unknown  in  thefe  Parts.  The  Franks, 
that  travel  in  the  Eaft,  have  tranfported  hither 
iuch  a  character  of  thy  magnanimous  actions  as 
makes  all  men  of  honour  in  love  with  thee  :  And 
I  have  conceiv'd  a  particular  veneration  for  thy 
virtues.  May  GOD  encreafe  them  with  thy 
hours,  and  grant  thee  a  Monopoly  of  Blifs. 

Thou  art  placed  in  an  eminent  Seat,  and  may'ft 
with  reafon  be  call'd  Lord  of  Lords,  as  thy  Title 
imports ;  for  thou  art  Pofleflbr  of  the  terreftrial 
Paradife,  if  we  may  give  credit  to  the  Tradition 
of  the  Ancients.  They  tell  us,  That  for  a  time 
Adam  dwelt  there  with  his  fecond  Wife  ;  and  that 
the  particular  place  of  his  abode  was  an  Ifland,  en- 
compafs'd  with  the  rivers  Euphrates,  Tygris,  Pi- 
fon  and  Gibon.  From  whence  it  was  call'd  Me- 
fopotamia  by  the  Greeks ;  which  fignifies,  "  A  Re- 
"  gion  environ'd  with  Rivers." 

All  the  Weft  of  Afia  have  a  profound  refpect 
for  this  Country.  And  the  Jews  relate  ftrange 
ftories  of  a  Tree  in  Dierbekir,  which  grew  five 
hundred  miles  high  in  the  days  of  Adam  ;  which 
they  fay,  was  cut  down  by  an  Angel,  left  Man. 
fhould  climb  to  Heaven  by  it  before  his  time. 
For,  it  feems,  Ambition  was  a  vice  early  as  our 
nature  ;  and  Adam  was  no  fooner  fenfible  that  he 
was  a  Man,  but  he  afpir'd  to  be  a  God,  or  fome- 

thing 
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thing  like  one.    So  great  a  charm  is  there  in  honour 

and  authority. 

They  fayalfo,  that  Abraham  was  born  in  this 
Region .  However,  'tis  certain,  if  there  be  any  cer- 
tainty in  Records  and  Hiifories,  that  he  redded 
there  a  confiderable  time.  But  thou  knoweft  bell 
what  Traditions  thy  fubjects  have  of  thefe  things. 

The  Chinefc  and  Indians  laugh  at  all  this,  as  a 
Romance  of  later  Date  than  their  Chronicles, 
which  makes  thofe  extremities  of  the  Ealt  to  be 
the  Stage  of  the  firft  Mortals.  Inftead  of  Adam 
and  Eve,  or  Alileth,  they  alFert  the  Names  of  the 
original  Parents  of  Mankind  to  be  Panzon  and 
I'anzona;  whofe  Offspring,  they  fay,  continued  tea 
millions  of  years  ;  but  at  length  were  all  deflroyed 
from  the  Earth  by  a  tempeft  from  Heaven.  After 
whom,  they  tell  us,  GOD  created  Lontizam,  a 
man  with  two  Horns,  each  as  big  and  tall  as  a  • 
Tree  in  that  country,  which  they  call  the  Plant 
of  GOD,  being  the  largeft  and  nrit  of  the  Vege- 
tables. This  man's  Horns  being  prolific,  accord- 
ing to  their  Tradition,  out  of  the  Right  fprang  a 
thoufand  men  every  day  for  a  hundred  years  ;  and 
ra  many  women  out  of  the  Left  in  the  fame  fpace.  . 
From  whom  defcended  all  Mortals  of  both  fexcs 
to  this  day;  though  we  are  much  diminifhed  in 
bulk,  thro'  the  general  decay  of  human  Nature. 
For  thefe  People  aiTnm,  That  the  firfr.  Race  of 
v/ere  all  Giants;  but  that,  through  intempe- 
rance and  other  vices,  their  Offspring  fhrunk  by 
degrees  into  fmaller  dimenfioni,  'till  at  length 
they  arriv'd  at  the  prefent  ftature,  and  appcar'd- 
liice  Pygmies  in  com^arifon  of  the  priirjtive  fons 
t>f  Lontizam.  In  confirmation  of  this,  the  Indians 
to  Travellers  fome  of  their  Temples  hewn 
ovicofvail  rocks,  with  the  Images  of  thofe  Gi- 
gantic men,  who  they  fay  were  employ'd  in  the 
work.  Thefe  they  honour  as  Heroes,  or  Demi- 
God.i. 

I  do  not  relate  this  for  truth,  but  only  to  divert 
thce,  in  rcprdenting  the  different  opinions  of  men, 

GOD 
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GOD  only  knows  how  to  feparate  the  Truth  from 
Falfhood  in  Hiftories. 

But  to  return  to  Dierbekir  :  This  Country  is 
famous  for  the  Tower  of  Babel,  built  by  Nimrod 
and  his  Followers  ;  at  that  time  the  Language/ 
were  confounded,  as  Mofes  relates.  'Tis  re- 
markable alfo,  for  the  Battle  fought  between  the 
Parthians  and  Romans  at  Harran  ;  and  for  the 
death  of  Caracalla,  the  fon  of  Severus,  Emperor  of. 
Rome,  who  was  murder'd  by  Macrinus,  the  Ro- 
man General.  Thefe  Emperors  were  all  cali'd 
Csefars,  as  the  Kings  of  Egypt  were  calPd  Pha- 
raohs and  Ptolemies.  It  feems,  the  word  Casfar 
was  firft  apply'd  to  Julius  the  Roman  Dictator,  for  • 
that,  his  mother  dying  under  the  pains  which  were 
to  give  him  life,  her  belly  was  ript  up,  and  he 
drawn  forth  from  her  womb  by  the  hands  of  a . 
Surgeon,  in  memory  of  which,  he  and  all  his  Suc- 
ceflbrs  were  cali'd  Csefars  j  that  word  fignifying 
[drawn  forth  by  violence.]  But  howfoever  the 
manner  of  his  birth  was,  this  is  certain,  That  he, 
and  forty  of  his  Succeffors,  were  hurry 'd  out  of  the 
world  by  untimely  deaths  :  For  they  either  laid  vio- 
lent hands  on  themfelves,  or  were  murdered  by 
Traitors. 

If  thou  wouldeil  have  any  news  out  of  thefe 
Parts,  the  chief  difcourfe  at  prefcnt  is,  of  a  great: 
victory  obtain'd  by  the  Polanders  againft  the  Cof- 
facks  and  Tartars.  And  I  could  wifh  this  were 
all  :  But  the  Nazarenes  are  continually  made  joy- 
ful with  the  fuccefs  of  the  Venetians  againft  the 
arms  of  the  invincible  Empire..  They  beat  us  by 
Sea,,  and  baffle  all  our  attempts  by  Land.  We 
have  not  got  an  inch  of  ground  in  Candia,  during 
the  laft  Campaign,  but  loft  many  thoufands  of 
men,  and  brought  the  name  of  the  fublime  Porte  and 
victorious  Mulfulmans,  into  contempt  and  fcorn. 
Where  the  fault  lies  GOD  knows.  'Tis  too  me- 
lancholy a  theme'to  infift  on  particulars. 

Don  Juan  of  Auftria  has  alfo  befieg'd  Barcelona 
by  lea  and  land. 

Several 
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Several  Arrejts  of  Parliament  are  here  published 
ngainft  the  Prince  of  Conde  and  his  Adherents ;  and 
'tis  reported,  the  King  will  recall  Cardinal  Maza- 
rini  from  his  banifhment. 

Illuftrious  Prince  and  Governor  of  a  happy  Re- 
gion, T  beg  thy  favourable  confrruclion  of  this 
addrefs.  And  thus,  in  reverence,  I  defifr,  full 
of  dutiful  and  affectionate  vows  for  thy  profps-- 
rity. 

Paris,  i^th  of  the  izth  Mcon, 
of -the  Year  1651. 


The  END  of  the  Second 
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BOOK    III. 

LETTER      I. 

To  Abdel  Melech  Muli  Omar,  Pre- 
fident  of  the  College  of  Sciences  at 
Fez. 

THOU  haft  formerly  receiv'd  a  letter  from 
me,  wherein  I  mention'd  the  Tenets  of  a 
certain  French  Philofopher,  who  maintains  that 
the  Earth  moves  like  the  reft  of  the  Planets,  and 
the  Sun  ftands  ftill,  being  the  Center  of  this  our 
world  :  For  he  atferts  that  there  are  many. 

The  name  of  this  Sage  is  Des  Cartes,  renown- 
ed throughout  the  world  for  his  learning  and 
knowledge.  He  lays  as  a  Bafis  of  all  his  Philo- 
fophy  this  fhort  Poiition  and  Inference,  I  THINK, 
THEREFORE  i  AM.  In  this  alone  he  is  dogma- 
tical, allowing  a  lawful  Scepticifm  in  all  the  un- 
certain 


162         LETTERS   WRIT   BY 

certain  Deductions  which  may   be    drawn   from. 

it. 

Pardon  me,  oraculous  Sage,  if  I  expofe  before 
thee  my  infirmities.  I  am  naturally  diftruftful  of 
all  things.  This  temper  puts  me  upon  perpe- 
tual Thinking.  And  that  very  adl  convinces  me 
of  the  Truth  of  my  Being,  according  to  the  Me- 
thod of  the  Philofopher.  But  what  I  am,  I  know 
not.  Sometimes  I  fancy  myfelf  no  more  than  a 
Dream  or  Idea  of  all  thole  other  things' which 
men  commonly  believe  do  really  exift  ;  a  mere 
imagination  of  poffibilities.  And  that  all,  which 
we  call  the  World,  is  bat  one  grand  Chimzera,  or 
Nothing  in  Mafquerade. 

At  other  times,  when  thefe  wild  thoughts  are- 
Vanifh'd,  and  my  fpirits,  tired  in  purfuit  of  fuch 
abrtrafted  Whimfies,  begin  to  flag,  and  that  my 
lower  fenfes,  awak'd  by  fome  prefent  pain  or  plea- 
fure,  rouze  my  fleeping  appetites ;  when  I  am 
touch'd  with  hunger,  thirft,  or  coid,  or  heat,  and 
find  experimentally  I  am  fomething  that  cannot  be 
a  mere  thought  or  a  dream,  but  of  a  compofition 
which  flands  in  need  of  meat,  drink,  garments, 
and  other  neceflaries ;  when,  rather  than  fret  my- 
felf with  vain  and"  endlefs  fcrutinies,  I  tamely 
conclude  I  am  that  which  I  call  a  Man  ;  I  lay  the 
Sceptic  afide,  and  without  any  farther  fcruples  or 
doubts  fall  round  to  eating,  drinking,  or  any  other 
jefrefhments  my  nature  craves  for. 

But  no  fooner  have  I  tafted  thefe  delights,  when, 
nriy  old  diftemper  returns  again.  I  then  confuler 


myfelf  as  a  Being  capable  of  happinefs  or  mifery  m 
fome  degree  :  as  I  fhall  poflefs  or  want  thofe  very 
delights  1  juft  before  enjoy 'd.  This  is  a  fufficient 


camp  to  a  thinking  man,  when  he  knows  that  IK 
ftands  in  need  of  any  tiling  out  of  himiclf.  But 
'tis  far  greater,  when  he  will  take  the  pains  to 
number  all  the  train  of  his  particular  neceifities, 
which  he  is  not  i'ure  he  fliall  always  be  able  to 

Thi*. 
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This  makes  me  prefently  conclude,  that,  as 
I  am  indebted  to  other  creatures  for  my  fenfible 
happinefs,  fo  I  owe  my  very  Being  to  fomething 
beiides  myfelf.  I  examine  my  Original,  and  find 
I  am  born  of  men  and  women,  who  were  in 
the  fame  indigent  circumilances  as  myfelf  i 
And  that  it  is  not  only  fp  with  my  particular 
family,  but  with  all  mankind  ;  our  whole  hu- 
man race  being  born  natural  Mendicants  from 
the  Womb.  As  foon  as  we  breath  the  vital 
air,  we  cry  ;  and,  with  thefe  inarticulate  Prayers, 
beg  for  he'rp  and  protection  from  others,  without 
whofe  generous  aid  we  could  not  fubfift  a  Mo- 
ment :  So  poor  and  beggarly  a  thing  is  man, 
from  his  birth  :  this  is  the  condition  of  all  : 
Neither  is  a  King  any  more  exempt  from  that 
common  Character  of  Mortals,  than  the  Slave 
who  fweeps  the  Streets. 

If  I  could  have  refted  in  this  thought,  I 
fhould  have  been  happy :  For  it  would  have  had 
this  influence  on  me,  either  to  convince  me,  that 
I  ought  to  be  content  with  the  condition  to  which 
I  was  born,  or,  to  rid  myfelf  out  of  fo  defpicable  a 
ftate  by  death. 

But,  alas  !  one  thought  produces  another :  And,, 
from  the  contemplation  of  our  preient  mifery  in 
this  Life,  I  fall  to  thinking  what  will  become  of 
us  after  Death.  For  as  we  know  not  what  or 
where  we  were  before  we  came  into  this  World  ; 
fo  there  is  no  human  certainty,  whither  we  mail 
go,  or  in  what  Condition  we  fhall  be,  when  we 
leave  it  :  And  therefore,  it  would  be  an  unpardo- 
nable madnels,  to  throw  myfelf  headlong  into 
a  itate  of  which  I  have  no  account.  And  to 
avoid  the  little  miferies  of  this  life,  which  muft 
have  an  end  onetime  or  other,  caft  myfelf  down  a 
Precipice  (for  aught  I  know)  of  intolerable  Tor- 
ments, which  has  no  Bottom. 

I  hear  the  Philosophers  talk  of  Immortality,  the 
Poets  of  JKliiium,  the  Chriltian  Priefts  of  Heaven,, 

Hell,. 
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Hell,  and  Ptygatory ;  the  Indian  Bramins  of  Tranf- 
migration  :  But  I  know  not  what  or  which  I  have 
reafon  to  believe  of  all  thefe. 

1  fpeak  after  the  manner  of  Philofophers,  for, 
if  we  come  to  the  Faith,  the  cafe  is  alter'd. 
Think  not,  I  befeech  thee,  that  I  call  in  queition 
the  .".cred  Oracles,  the  Revelations  of  the  Sent  of 
GOD.  But  I  only  acquaint  thee  how  my  natural 
R  \(on  hatters  me  with  doubts. 

i  fee  men  every  where  profeffing  fome  Religion 
or  other  ;  paying  divine  Honours  to  fome  fuperior 
Being,  or  Beings,  according  as  they  have  been 
educated  :  Which  many  times  tempts  me  to  thinky 
that  Religion  is  nothing  but  the  EfFedis  of  Edu- 
cation. 

Then  I  wonder  how  men,  when  they  come  to 
years  of  difcretion,  and  their  Reafon  is  able  to 
diftinguifh  between  things  probable,  and  mere  Ro- 
mances, can  ftill  retain  the  Errors  of  their  In- 
fancy. 'Tis  natural  for  children  to  be  wheedled 
or  aw'd  into  a  Belief  of  what  their  Parents,  Nur- 
fes,  or  Tutors  teach  them.  But,  when  they  come 
of  age,  they  foon  rectify  their  mifled  underftand- 
ings,  in  all  things,  fave  the  affairs  of  Religion. 
In  this  they  are  children  ftill,  tenacious  of  the  facred 
Fables  of  their  Prieft,  and  obftinate  in  maintain- 
ing them,  fometimes  even  to  death. 

it  puzzles  me  to  find  out  the  caufe  of  fo  ftrange 
an  effe&,  that  men  oth  ar  ways  endu'd  with  mature 
judgment,  and  an  extraordinary  fagacity  in  all 
things  elfe,  fhould  yet  be  Fools  in  Matters  of  Re- 
ligion, and  believe  things  inconftftent  with  the 
common  Senfe  and  Reafon  of  Mankind. 

I  could  never  give  credit. to  the  Hiitories  of  the 
ancient  Pagalis,  which  acquaint  us  with  the  de- 
vout Adoration  they  paid  to  the  Creatures  of  the 
Painter  or  Carver,  did  I  not  fee  the  fame  prac- 
tifed  among  the  Chriftians ;  or,  that  thofe  wife 
old  men  could  fwallow  the  forgeries  of  their 
Prjefts  concerning  the  Gods  and  Goddefies,.  were 

I  not 
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1  not  an  eye-witnefs  how  bigotted  the  modern 
Nazarenes  art  to  the  Legends  or'  their  Saints,  and 
the  Jews  to  thofe  more  ridiculous  Figments  of  the 
Talmud. 

It  perplexes  me  to  fee  Mankind  generally  la- 
bouring under  fo  great-a  darknefs,  not  fo  much 
the  effect  of  Ignorance  as  of  Superftition  :  To  be- 
hold men  well  vers'd  in  Sciences,  and  ail  kinds  of 
human  Learning  -,  yet  zealous  afTcrters  of  mani- 
feft  contradicYions  in  matters  of  Divinity,  rather 
than  oppole,  or  fo  much  as  examine,  the  Tradi- 
tions of  their  Fathers. 

When  I  behold  Mankind  divided  into  fo  many 
innumerable  different  Religions  in  the  World,  all 
-vigoroufly  propagaiing  their  own  Tenets,  either 
by  fubtlety  or  violence,  yet  few  or  none  feeming 
by  their  practice  to  believe  what  they  with  fo 
much  ardour  profefc  •,  1  could  almoft  think  that 
thefc  various  ways  of  Wormip  were  firft  invented 
by  Politician^ ;  each  accommodating  his  Model  to 
the  inclinations  of  the  People  whom  he  defign'd  to 
circumvent. 

But  when  on  the  other  fide  I  confider  there 
appears  fomething  fo  natural  and  undifguis'd  in 
the  furious  zeal  and  unconquerable  obftinacy  of 
the  greater!  part ;  I  am  as  ready  to  join  with  Car- 
dan, and  conclude,  that  all  this  Variety  of  Reli- 
gions depends  on  the  different  Influence  of  the 
Stars.  This  was  a  famous  Philofopher  in  Europe  ; 
and  held,  that  the  Religion  of  the  Jews  ow'd  its 
original  to  the  forces  of  Saturn  ;  that  of  the  Chrif- 
tians  to  Jupiter ;  and  ours  to  Mars.  As  for  the 
Pagans,  he  ailigns  to  them  many  Conftelkitions 
and  Aipects. 

Thus  there  is  fo  equal  an  appearance  of  truth 
and  falfhood  in  every  Religion,  that  I  mould 
not  know  how,  in  human  reafon  to  fix  on 
anjr. 

Superftition  renders  a  man  a  fool,  and  Scepti- 
cifm  is  enough  to  make  him  mad.  To  believe  all 

Things 
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Things  is  above  Reafon  ;  to  give  credit   to  no- 
thing is  below  it :  I  will  keep  the  middle  path,  and 
ttirect  my  Faith  by  Reafon. 

That  Faculty  tells  me,  That,  if  I  were  in- 
clined to  adore  the  fun,  moon,  and  ftars,"  for 
their  beauty  and  influence,  I  might  on  the  fame 

f round  worfhip  my  own  Eyes,  without  which 
could  not  behold  their  tempting  fplendors : 
Or,  I  might  as  well  pay  divine  honour  to  that 
more  intimate  Senfe  my  Feeling,  or  any  of 
my  other  Senfes  which  only  render  me  capable 
to  know  the  virtue  of  thefe  Luminaries.  The 
fame  may  be  faid  of  the  Elements,  and  all  vifible 
Beings. 

What  then  fhall  I  adore,  or  to  whom  mail  I 
return  thanks  for  all  the  Bleffings  I  enjoy  (for 
even  in  this  miferable  life  I  tafte  fome  happi- 
nefsj  ?  To  v/hat  Being,  I  fay,  (hall  I  addrefs 
my  Vows  and  Supplications,  for  all  the  good 
that  I  poflefs  and  want  ?  Is  it  to  any  thing 
that  I  have  feen  or  can  fee,  or  that  I  can  re- 
prefent  to  myfelf  under  a  figure  ?  Is  it  to  any 
part  of  the  Univerfe,  or  no  ?  No.  To  the  whole 
complex  together  ?  No.  I  have  a  thoufand  kind 
thoughts  for  the  fun,  moon,  and  ftars,  for  the 
elements,  and  many  other  compound  creatures. 
My  Soul,  and  that  of  the  World,  are  Unifons. 
But  'tis  the  profound  Depth  of  Eternity,  the  in- 
finite, and  immoj-tal,  who  is  the  Diapafon,  and 
makes  perfect  harmony. 

To  that  Being  which  has  no  Refemblance, 
neither  is  divided  into  Parts,  nor  circumfcrib'd 
with  Limits,  vrhofe  Center  is  every  where,  Cir- 
cumference no  where,  who  hath  neither  Be- 
ginning nor  End  :  To  the  only  Omnipotent, 
from  whom  all  other  things  flow  ;  and  to  whom 
they  all  return  \  to  whom  I  owe  all  that  I 
have,  and  will  pay  what  I  can.  And  fome- 
thing  by  his  determination  I  am  indebted,  and 
will  difcharge  it  to  thee,  Orient  Light  of  the 

Mo- 
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Morefco  Muflulmans  ;    that  is,    the  Duty  of  an 
humble  Slave,  m   begging  Pardon  for   this  PK- 

iumption. 

Paris,  1 4th  of  the  ad  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1654. 


LETTER     IX. 

To  the  Kaimacham. 


the  contemplation  of  Ifouf  Eb'n 
Hadrill,  an  Arabian  Philofopher,  that  all 
men  were  at  firft  created  in  a  State  of  War  :  For 
this  Sage  gave  no  credit  to  the  Writings  of  Mofes, 
the  Jewifh  Hiftorian,  and  Prophets  ;  neither  could 
any  arguments  perfuade  him  to  believe,  That  all 
Mortals  defcended  from  Adam.  'Twas  an  Ar- 
ticle of  his  Faith,  That  in  the  Infancy  of  the 
World  men  were  form'd  of  the  prolific  Slime 
of  the  Earth,  impregnated  by  the  vigorous 
Warmth  of  the  Sun,  and  that  all  other  Ani- 
mals had  their  Original  in  the  fame  manner :  But 
that,  in  procefs  of  time,  the  richnefs  of  the  Semi- 
nal Soil  being  exhaufted  by  a  continual  fpon- 
taneous  Production  of  living  creatures,  there  was 
no  other  way  to  perpetuate  the  various  kinds  of 
Beings,  and  multiply  the  Inviduals,  but  by  the 
ordinary  method  of  Generation.  For  which  rea- 
fon  Nature  feems  to  have  fubdivided  every  Species 
into  two  Sexes. 

Hence  this  Philofopher  concludes,  That  at  firft 
there  was  no  nearer  relation  between  man  and 
man,  then  there  is  cow  betwixt  a  lion  and  a 

flieep, 
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fhcep,  or  any  other  different  kinds  or  animals  ; 
faving  only,  That  as  thefe  are  diftinguifhed  by 
their  Forms,  in  four  footed-beafts,  fowls,  fifties, 
and  creeping  things,  fo  men  aflum'd  to  them- 
lelves  the  character  of  rational  creatures  :  And  a 
Principle  of  Self-Prefcrvation  was  the  firft  ground 
of  a  tad  and  common  League  between  men,  againft 
the  reft  of  their  fellow-animals  ;  efpecially  againft 
thofe,  which  made  a  more  frightful  figure  on 
da'rth  than  we  do,  and  feem'd  more  rapacious, 
and  inclin'd  to  mifchiefs  ;  fuch  as  dragons,  tigers, 
bears,  lions,  &c. 

But  notwithftanding  this  general  aflbciation  of 
our  Race,  againit  the  more  favage  and  fierce 
troops  cf  Beafts ;  yet  one  man  ftood  ftill  upon  \ 
his  guard  againft  another  :  And  all  the  Sons  of 
the  Earth  endeavoured  to  maintain  the  pofts. 
which  nature  had  allotted  each  man;  that  is,  the 
place  where  he  was  firft  fonn'd,  and  drew  bieath. 
I3ut  things  could  not  laft  long  in  this  Itate  : 
For  either  by  Inftinct  or  Reafon  (call  it  which 
you  will,  fays  this  Author)  men  being  ftreightrn- 
ed  for  want  of  fruits,  or  fpurr'd  or:  by  foinc  (c- 
cret  defire  of  novelty,  foon  went  outof  their  bounds 
and  encounter'd  each  other,  more  by  chance  than 
defig»  :  whence  arofe  the  firft  occafions  of  actual 
war  :  For  every  Stranger  appear'd  like  an  Invader  ; 
they  naturally  ftartled  and  fuf  pecked  each  other. 
Reciprocr.l  paflions  of  choler  fprung  in  their 
breaits  ;  and  every  man,  to  prevent  the  cfr. 
his  own  fears  and  apprehenfions,  rufli'd  on  his 
neighbour;  who  \v:i3,  on  the  fame  ground,  as 
ready  for  an  afl'ault  as  himfelf.  Thus  an  univerfal 
War  commcnc'd  in  the  World,  which,  by  various 
methods  of  jmproA-emcnt,  was  carried  >.  n  by  the 
fuccceding  Generations,  and  continu'd  to  the  pic- 
fenttime.- 

A:;  for  the  Original  of  Government,  the  par-  ' 
ticular  time   cannot   be  dctermin'd  ;  but    it   may 
be  fuppofcd,  that   men  generally  finding  the  in- 
5  *  convenience 
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convenience  of  thefe  private  pcrfonal  combats, 
and  by  degrees  arriving  to  greater  maturity  of 
experience,  form'd  themfelves  at  firft  into  little 
Societies  and  Friendfhips,  or  as  they  dwelt  near 
one  another,  or  as  they  agreed  in  fome  common  in- 
clinations, principles,  and  interefts.  From  which- 
fmall  Aflpciations  they  gradually  fprcad  into  larger 
Communities,  living  under  certain  laws  and  ob- 
ligations of  mutual  peace,  juftice,  and  afliftance 
towards  each  other,  and  of  defence  againft  their 
common  enemies  :  Some  living  under  the  form 
of  a  Commonwealth,  others  of  a  Monarchy  ; 
each  Body  of  men  fetting  up  fuch  a  Model,  as  beft 
fuited  thJr  own  inter^ft  and  neccflities.  From 
hence  fprung  the  diftinftion  of  Nations,  King- 
doms, and  Empires.  Thus  far  the  Arabian  Phi- 
lofopher. 

But,  without  enquiring  into  the  truth  of  his 
Principles,  one  would  think,  that  (bme  of  the 
Weftern  Nazarencs  were  his  Difciples.  And  in- 
deed all  civil  diflenfions  feem  to  be  grounded  on 
the  fame  Maxims.  Whilft  men,  on  the  leaft 
difcontent  or  jealoufy,  lay  afide  the  obedience  they 
owe  to  their  Sovereigns,  claiming  I  know  not 
what  natural  Right  to  defend  themfelves  again4 
theincroachments  and  ufurpations  of  others. 

Thus  no  fooner  was  it  fuppos'd  here,  That  the 
King  intended  .to  recall  Cardinal  Mazarini  from 
his  Exile  ;  but  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  who  are 
fccret  friends  to  the  Prince  of  Conde,  publifh'd 
an  Arreft  againft  the  Cardinal,  whereby  all  per- 
fons  are  forbid  to  contribute  towards  the  return 
of  this  Miniiler  :  And  ordering,  that  his  Library, 
with  all  his  movcables,  fliould  be  fold,  to  raifc 
a  fum  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  Livres  ; 
which  is  promifed  as  a  reward  to  thofe  who 
(hall  cither  take  him  prifoner,  or  kill  him.  Thcjr 
allb  petitioned  the  Duke  of  Orleans  to  make  the 
utmoft  ufe  of  his  authority  againft  the  Cardi- 
nal ;  who  thereupon  raifed  confidcrablc  troops, 

VOL.  IV.  I  and 
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and  gave  the  command  of  them  to  the  Duke  of 
Beaufbrd. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Cardinal  is  not  idle, 
but,  with  what  force  he  has,  performs  fome  con- 
fiderable  action  in  his  own  defence.  He  has 
taken  Prifoncr  an  eminent  Counfellor  of  Par- 
liament. The  Parliament  Tent  a  Trumpet  to 
demand  his  rcleafe.  This  mefTenger  was  rejected. 
Whereupon  the  Parliament  are  taking  new  me- 
thods. 

The  Prince  of  Conde  has  fent  a  letter  and  re- 
queft  to  the  Parliament,  defiring  them  to  fufpend 
the  Execution  of  the  Arreft  publifb/d  againft  him; 
•fince  the  time  given  him  to  lay  down  his  arms 
was  not  yet  expired,  and  that  the  Cardinal  was 
returned  into  the  Kingdom,  contrary  to  the  Prohi- 
bition iign'd  -.by  the  King. 

But,  notwithftanding  all  thefe  traverfes,  Maza- 
rini  is  come  again  to  the  Court,  which  is  now 
kept  at  Pourtiers ;  where  he  was  received  with  in- 
finite refpe£t  and  carefles  by  the  King,  the  Queen, 
and  all  his  friends.  Animofities  daily  increafe 
between  the  different  parties :  Private  grudges 
are  improved  to  public  fadtions  :  An  univerfal 
peevifhnefs  has  poflefs'd  the  hearts  of  the  French 
nation  :  They  are  alarm 'd  and  offended  at  one 
another's  looks.  If  a  man  fmiles  too  much,  or 
too  little  in  converfing  with  his  friends,  'tis 
enough  to  give  him  the  character  of  an  enemy, 
or  at  leaft  to  render  him  fufpe&ed.  So  that  he, 
who  would  live  peaceable  here  at  this  juncture, 
had  need  to  be  well  fkilled  in  all  fee  rets  of 
Phyfiognomy,  and  make  frequent  ufeofhis  look- 
ing-glafs  ;  .left  an  oblique  caft  of  his  eye,  or 
fatyrical  wrything  of  his  nofe,  fhould  be  inter- 
preted for  fymptoms  of  hidden  maKce.  For  now 
they'll  fpy  Treafon  in  every  feature  of  a  man's 
face. 

As  for  me,  when  1  go  abroad,  I  conform  to  all 
companies  yet  ther  not  my  Addreis ;  I  neither 

play 
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play  the  Ape,  nor  counterfeit  a  Statue:  Butob- 
lerving  a  Medium,  I  pay  a  civil  refpccT:  to  all, 
without  being  courtly  or  rude ;  for  this  car- 
riage beft  fuits  with  my  circumftances.  Hence 
it  is  that  nobody  fufpects  the  plain,  deform'd, 
blunt,  crook-i>ack'd  Titus  of  Moldavia,  to  be 
what  I  am  really,  Mahmut  the  Slave  of  the  ex- 
alted Port. 

Paris,  i 4th  of  the  id  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1653. 


LETTER    III. 

To   the  Reis  EfFendi,    Principal  Secretary 
of  the  Ottoman  Empire. 

TH  E  Prince  of  Conde's  taking  up  arms  has 
more  puzzled  the  counfels  of  the  King  of 
France,  and  more  embarrafa'd  his  affairs,  than  any 
occurrence  that  has  happen'd  ftnce  the  death  of 
his  father. 

I  have  already  ir.form'd  the  Kaimacham  and 
others  of  all .  paflages  hitherto  relating  to  thefe  in* 
teftine  Broils ;  fmce  which  they  fcem  to  be  im- 
prov'd  into  a  War,  wherein  foreign  nations  take 
a  part.  After  the  return  of  Cardinal  Mr.zarini 
to  this  Court,  the  Prince  of  Conde  was  driven  to 
great  ftreights ;  being  compel  I'd  by  the  fwift 
marches  of  die  King's  army  to  retire  to  feourdeaux  : 
Where,  confidering  that  it  would  not  be  fo  much 
his  intereft  to  keep  this  place,  as  to  encreafehis 
forces,  he  fent  Envoys  to  the  King  of  Spain,  and 
Arch-duke  Leopold  in  Flanders,  to  defire  their 
afliftance. 

The  former  immediately  difpatched  away  or- 
ders for  a  confiderable  body  of  men  to  approach  the 
confines  of  Gafcoigne,    where  the  Prince  had  a 
I  2  great 
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great  intereft  j  and  the  latter  fent  him  eight  thou- 
iand  men,  to  act  on  the  fide  of  Flanders,  and  to- 
ward Paris,  as  occafion  oifer'd. 

This  is  the  particular  game  of  the  Spaniards, 
to  take  advantage  of  the  Civil  Wars  in  this  king- 
dom, that  fo,  by  aflifting  the  weaker  party,  they 
may  balance  the  contending  power  of  the  nation, 
and  keep  'em  in  a  perpetual  quarrel  ;  whilft  in  the 
Interim  they  gain  ground,  recover  the  places 
which  the  French  took  from  'em  in  time  of  do- 
meftic  peace,  and  fo  pave  the  way  to  new  Con- 
quefts. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Parliament  fent  Deputies 
to  the  King,  befeeching  him  to  remember  his 
Royal  word,  by  which  he  had  for  ever  banifhed 
Cardinal  Mazarini,  and  representing  to  him  the 
fatal  confequences  which  were  like  to  proceed 
from  his  return.  But  the  King,  inftead  of  com- 
plying with  their  requeft,  caus'd  an  Edict  of 
Council  to  be  publifh'd,  which  juftify'd  his  con- 
duct in  this  matter. 

fie  alfo  writ  a  Letter  to  the  Parliament  full  of 
complaints,  that  they  had  not  yet  publifh'd  any 
Order  to  hinder  the  entrance  of  a  Foreign  Army 
into  the  Kingdom.  But  all  fignified  nothing  to 
men  pafllonately  bent  to  maintain  the  Prince  of 
Conde's  quarrel  againlt  their  Sovereign.  He  has 
but  few  truily  Men  in  that  Senate,  and  they  are 
over-aw'd  by  the  reft.  Bcfides,  the  Duke  of  Or- 
leans bears  a  ftrange  fway,  both  in  the  Parliament 
and  Country. 

At  the  mitigation  of  the  Prince,  the  citizens 
of  Orleans  ihut  up  their  gates,  when  they  heard 
the  King  was  coming  that  way  in  his  return  to 
Paris  :  Yet  thtr  country  wa-  open  for  the  Prince  of 
Condc  a  fubjc&  :  he  travelled  up  and  down  tha 
Provinces  to  make  new  interefts,  and  Confirm  the 
old,  leaving  the  command  of  his  army  in  Gaf- 
coigne,  to  his  brother  the  Prince  of  Conti. 

There  have  been  many  fldrmifhes  and  encoun- 
ters  between  the  King's  forces,  and  thofe  of  the 

Male- 


A    SPY    AT   PARIS.  173 

Mafe-contents,  and  one  fierce  combat,  wherein 
the  Prince  of  Conde  defeated  the  Vanguard  of  the 
King's  army,  as  he  was  marching  to  this  city  : 
Whereby,  getting  the  {tart  of  his  Sovereign,  hs 
arriv'd  here  and  was  receiv'd  in  the  Parliament, 
whilfr.  the  Monarch  was  forc'd  to  lie  encamp'd  in 
the  field. 

The  Prince  found  a  different  reception,  ^  ac- 
cording to  the  various  humours  of  people  :  The 
grcatcfl  part  favour'd  him  ;  and  he  receiv'd  infi- 
nite carelles  from  the  citizens  of  Paris  :  But  mcc 
with  fome  oppofition  from  perfons  of  higher 
Rank,  and  more  ftedfall  Loyalty  to  the  Crown. 
The  Duke  of  Orleans  is  his  greatefl  friend,  and 
one  for  whom  the  Parliament  have  a  great  defe- 
rence :  Not  fo  much  in  contemplation  of  his  wit 
and  policy,  as  for  the  fake  of  his  near  relation  to 
the  Crown,  he  being  uncle  to  the  prefent  King  : 
Whereby  he  has  a  right  to  aflume  more  autho- 
rity than  others,  in  regulating  the  diforders  of  the 
Court ;  among  which  the  greateft  is  efteem'd  that 
of  Cardinal  Mazarini's  return. 

In  a  word,  both  parties  ferve  themfelves  of 
thofe  who  have  -the  greateft  intercft,  and  are  moil 
likely  to  compofe  the  quarrel.  The  exil'd  Queen 
of  England  and  herfon,  who  have  taken  fandtuarv 
in  this  Kingdom  from  the  perfecutions  of  their  own 
fubjects,  make  it  their  bufmefs  to  mediate  be- 
tween the  Court-party  and  the  faclicn  of  the 
Princes. 

The  Prince  of  Conde  alfo  font  Deputies  to  the 
King,  to  reprefent  to  him,  that  the  only  means 
togivecpaiet  to  the  State  was  to  banifh  the  Car- 
dinal Minifter  :  And,  as  they  were  delivering  their 
addrefs,  Mazarini  came  in,  at  the  fight  of  whom, 
they  aggravated  their  charge,  r.nd  faid  to  his  face, 
"  That  he  was  the  caufe  of  all  the  EVILS 
"  which  the  kingdom  fuffcr'd."  The  Cardinal » 
interrupting  them,  turn'd  to  the  King,  and  laid,. 
"  Sir,  It  will  not  be  juft  that  fo  flourifhing  a 
I  3  "  kingdom, 
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kingdom,  and  to  whofe  grandeur  I  have  con- 
tributed all  that  lay  in  my  power,  mould  ruin 
itfelf  for  my  fake  ;  therefore  I  humbly  intreat 
your  Majefty  to  grant  that  I  may  return  to  my 
own  country,  or  whitherfoever  my  fortune 
fhall  call  me.  No,  no,  replied  the  Queen  (not 
without  fome  paflion)  this  cannot  be  granted  : 
The  King  had  never  more  need  of  your  couri- 
felsthan  at  this  juncture  :  We  cannot  confent,. 
that  fo  ferviceable  a  man  fhould  be  banifh'd  on- 
ly to  humour  his  enemies  ;  therefore  let  us  hear 
no  more  of-  that." 
The  Deputies,  perceiving  nothing  of  hopes,  re- 
turn'd  to  Paris.  Then  the  Parliament  deputed 
others  to  go  to-the  King,  and  remonftrate  the  de- 
plorable ftate  of  the  Realm.  This  was  done  a 
few  days  ago. 

In  the  mean  time,  we  have  been  alarm'd  here 
in  the  city,  with  daily  infurre&ions  of  the  mul* 
titude.  The  occafion  was,  fome  private  orders 
which  the  Duke  of  Orleans  had  given  to  the  Pro- 
voft  of  the  Merchants,  relating  to  his  charge,  and 
the  welfare  of  the  city.  This  being  mifunder- 
ftood  by  the  people,  who  have  not  the  fenfe  to 
diftinguifh  the  good  offices  of  their  Governors 
from  injuries,  put  'em  all  into  a  tumult.  They 
aflaulted  the  rrovoft  in  his  coach,  as  he  was 
paffing  theftreets  :  And,  had  he  not  efcaped  into  an 
Apothecary's  {hop,  they  would,  perhaps,  in  their 
fury,  have  torn  him  in  pieces ;  for  fo  they  ferved 
his  coach,  as  an  after  revenge. 

I  am  weary  of  beholding  the  malicious  quar- 
rels ofthefe  Infidels.  But  when  I  connder,  that 
their  difcords  will  be  infirumental  to  the  future 
conqucft  of  the  true  Believers,  I  am  patient  and 
rcfign'd. 

However,  'tis  one  comfort  to  me  in  this  thorny 
Station,  that  one  time  or  other,  in  ft  cad  of  the 
perpetual  jangling  of  bells  in  Paris,  I  may  again 
have  the  happinefs  to  hear  the  Muczins  cry  on  the 
Minarets  in  Conftautinople,  '*  There  is  but  One 

"  God, 
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"  God,  and  Mahomet  his  Prophet."  Or  if  I  fhali 
not  live  to  enjoy  this  wifh,  yet,  in  the  invifible 
State,  I  (hall  hear  the  .fame  cry,  and  fhali  be  paft 
doubt  of  thofe  things,  whereof  I  have  no  certainty 
in  this  life. 

Paris,  29th  of  the  4.th  Moon,, 
of  the  Year  i6<2. 


LETTER    IV. 

To    Cara    Hali,  Phyfician   to    the    Grand 
Signior. 

XHE  Chriftians  feem  to  have  too  proud  an 
opinion  of  themfelves,  and  fet  a  greater 
on  human  Nature  than  fuits  with  reafon. 
They  afTert,  that  all  things  were  made  for  man, 
and  ftile  him  Lord  of  his  fellow-Creatures  ;  as  if 
God  had  given  him  an  abfolute  dominion  over  the 
reft  of  his  Works,  efpecially  over  the  Animal  Ge^ 
nerations,  and  that  all  the  birds  of  the  air,  beafts 
of  the  earth,  and  fim  of  the  fea,  were  created  only 
to  ferve  his  appetite,  and  other  neceffities  of  life. 
I  remember  a  letter  I  formerly  fent  to  thee,  where- 
in I  difcourfed  of  the  Cartefian  Philofophers,  and 
their  contempt  of  the  beafts,  in  denying  them 
Souls,  or  the  life  of  Reafon. 

Give  me  leave  to  entertain  thee  now,  and  di- 
vert mylclf  with  fome  farther  remarks  on  this  fub- 
jcft.  'Tis  a  refuge  from  melancholy,  when  I  can 
thus  freely  difcovcr  my  thoughts  to  a  friend,  who  I 
know  will  not  be  partial  to  the  truth. 

I  have  been  long  an  advocate  for  the  Brutes,  and 

have  endeavoured  both  to  abftain  from    injuring 

them  myfel'f,  and  to  inculcate   this  fundamental 

point  of  juftice  to  others.     This  is  owing  to  the 

I  4  Ex- 
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Example  and  Philofophy  of  Mahummed,  the  Ere- 
mite in  Arabia,  that  Light  and  Glory  of  religious 
Men.  And,  were  it  not  that  iny  humour  is  to  be 
doubtful  in  all  things,  the  influence  of  his  conver- 
fation  would  make  me  a  prcfefs'd  Pythagorean,  a 
Difciple  of  the  Indian  Brachmans,  a  Champion 
for  the  Tranfmigration  of  Souls. 

The  laft  Letter,  fave  one  I  writ  to  that  Solita- 
ry, was  upon  this  fubjedt ;  fuch  a  one  as  would 
divert  him  in  his  Cave.  It  contained  an  account  of 
the  primitive  manner  of  life,  pradtifed  by  the 
Ancients,  a  Narrative  of  the  Golden  Age,  a  Hiftory 
of  human  Innocence,  and  the  Steps  which  men 
firft  took  to  ufe  Violence  and  Cruelty  to  their  Fel- 
low Creatures.  Now  I  will  prefent  thce  with 
fbme  additional  obfervations,  fome  remnants  of 
fome  antiquated  truth,  glean'd  from  Philoicphcrs 
and  Hiftcrians,  and  winnow'd  from  the  Chaff  of 
Error  and  Superflition. 

Who  would  not  believe  the  Beafts  to  be  endued 
'with  Reafon,  when  he  beholds  them  perform  alJ 
the  actions  of  rational  creatures  with  more  caution, 
though  lefs  pride  than  men  ?  They  are  more  pro- 
vident than  we,  and  much  more  fubtle  in  avoiding 
any  affliction  or  danger.  Witnefs  Thales  thePhi- 
lofopher's  Mule,  which  he  often  employed  to  carry 
fait  to  a  certain  market ;  but  the  cunning  Beafr, 
finding  herfelf  over-loaded,  when  fhe  was  pafling 
through  a  river,  lay  down,  whereby  the  water, 
penetrating  into  the  facks  of  fait,  melted  it  away, 
and  lightened  her  burden.  And  this  was  her  con- 
ftant  practice,  'till  the  Philofopher,  perceiving 
himfelf  thus  out-witted  by  his  Beaft,  was  refolvcd 
to  circumvent  her  another  way.  Wherefore,  in- 
ilead  of  fait,  he  loaded  her  with  wool,  which  he 
knew  would  grow  heavier  by  being  wet.  But  the 
wary  Mule,  fenfible  of  the  difference  of  her  burden, 
would  couch  no  more  in  the  water ;  but,  feeing 
no  other  remedy,  went  forward  on  her  journey. 

Who  will  not  admire  the  wifdom  of  the  Fox 
in  cold  Countries,  which  the  inhabitants  ufe  as  a 

guide 
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guide  when  they  would  pafs  over  any  frozen  lake 
or  river  ?  For  this  creature  going  before  them, 
lays  her  ears  clofe  down  to  the  ice,  and  liftcns 
to  try  if  fhe  can  hear  any  motion  or  noife  ot  thfe 
water  running  underneath  ;  which  if  fhe  does, 
fhe  will  not  venture  on  the  ice  ;  but,  if  all  be  ft  ill, 
then  by  a  logical  Deduction  fhe  concludes  the  ice 
is  thick  enough  to  bear  paflengers ;  and  fo  fhe  . 
leads  the  way,  whilft  the  men  follow. 

When  a  dog  is  hunting  in  the  thick  woods,  and 
by  chance  comes  to  a  place  where  three  paths  meet,.. 
he  firft  fcents  the  one,  then  the  other ;  and  per- 
ceiving, that  the  game  is  not  gone  by  any  of  thofe 
two  ways,  he  throws  himfelf  hviftly  forward  in  the 
third,  without  fuch  a  particular  application  of  his 
nofe.  Which  is  an  evident  argument,  that  he 
makes  ufe  of  the  IHce  choice  we  ourfelv.es.  fhould 
do. 

And  now  I  have  mentioned  this  creature,  I  can- 
not forbear  celebrating  their  virtue  and  fidelity, 
whereof  we  have  daily  experience ;  and  there 
are  many  pleafant  examples  recorded  by  grave 
Hiflorians. 

Such  is  that  of  Hyrcamis,  a  dog  belonging  to, 
Lyfimachus,  who  would  never  depart  from  the  body- 
of  his  dead  mafter,  but,  foHbwi-ng  to  the  Funeral 
Pile,  leap'd  into  the  fire,  and  was  burned  for. 
company. 

But  the  gratitude  of  a  Lion  to  a  certain  Slave  irk 
Rome,  is  beyond  all  parallel.  This  Slave  was  one 
of  thofe  who  were  appointed  to  combat  with  wild. 
Beafts  in  the  Amphitheatre,  according  to  the  cuftora 
of  the  ancient  Romans,  in  the  public  fhows  which,, 
were  exhibited  to  the  people.  As  foon  as  the  Lion 
was  let  loofe  in  the  pavement  he  ran  furioufly  at  the. 
Slave  ;  but,  coming  nearer,  he  ftopp'd  on  a  fuddcn,, 
as  one  allonifhed  :  Then  he  came  gently  towards 
the  Slave,  fawning  upon  him,  and'  licking  his 
hand,  which  caus'd  all  the  people  to  give  a  fhout. 
'the  Emperor  boing  prefent,  and  taking  notice  of. 
I  5  the 


178        LETTERS  WRIT  BY 

the  feeming  friendfhip  and  acquaintance  that  was 
between  the  Slave  and  the  Lion,  fent  for  the  Slave, 
and  enquired  the  occafion  of  fo  ftrangc  an  ac- 
cident. To  whom  the  Slave  made  the  following 
relation. 

"  My  name,  faid  her  is  Andredus,  and  I  am- 
"  Slave  to  a  certain  Proconful,  who  having  deter- 
"  min'd  to  kill  me,  I  made  my  efcape,  and 
"  hid  myfelf  in  a  cave  ;  where  I  had  not  lain 
'*  long,  before  this  Lion,  which  you  now  fee, 
*'  came  in,,  being  very  lame  of  one  foot.  As 
foon  as  he  efpy'd  me,  he  came  limping  to- 
wards me,  and  fl retched  forth  the  paw  that 
was  wounded,  as  though  he  begg'd  of  me 
to  enfc  him.  Affrighted  as  I  was,.  I  took- 
his  paw  in  my  hand,  and  pull'd  out  a  great 
ragged  thorn  which  ftuck  fall  in  it.  Then 
I  wr.i'lied  the  wound  with  my  own  water, 
**  whilll  he  lay  very  patiently  'till  I  thorough- 
"  ly  drcfs'd  it.  The  eafe  he  found  by  my  ap- 
"  plication  made  him  fall  afleep  ;  and  when  he 
"  awak'd,  he  lick'd  my  hands,  and  fhew'd  other 
l<  figns  of  affection  and  gratitude.  I  lived  with 
"  him  thus  three  years  in  that  cave,  and  every 
"  day  he  brought  me  a  fhare  of  his  prey,  on 
"  which  I  fuitain'd  myfelf.  But  at  length  tir'd 
"  with  this  manner  of  life,  I  took  my  oppor- 
c<  tunity  \vhui  he  was  gone  abroad  to  make' 
"  my  efcape.  I  Wandered  up  and  down  three 
"  days  ;  when  a  company  of  foldiers  meeting 
14  with  me,  and  knowing  to  whom  I  belong'd, 
"  took  me,  and  brought  me  hither  to  my  old 
Mailer,  who  has  condemned  rnc  to  this  cruel 
death.  But  it  feem'd  fortune  fo  order'd  it,- 
that  this  Lion  fhould  be  taken  about  the-  lame 
time,  and  appointed  to  be  my  Executioner 
this  day..  Yet  yoa  fee  he  refit fes  to  per- 
form hi.;  ouke  out  of  gratitude  to  iiiu  for  my 
"  former  kiiidr.cfs." 

The 
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The  Emperor,  aftonifli'd  and  pleafed  at 
this  paffage,  gave  the  Slave  his  life  and  free- 
dom, beltowing  alfo  the  Lion  on  him,  which 
brought  him  in  a  conftant  livelihood,  by  (hew- 
ing him  to  all  people  j  who,  having  heard 
of  this  wonderful  accident,  were  defirous  to 
fee  both  the  Lion  and  his  Tenant,  for  fo 
they  ftyl'd  the  (lave  j  and  fome  call'd  him  the 
Lion's  Phyfician. 

I  ftiould  think  I  had  faid  enough  already  to 
tire  thy  patience,  and  make  thee  forfwear  read- 
ing my  letters  for  the  future,  were  I  not  well  ac- 
auainted  with  thy  Genius,  and  know  that  thou 
delighted  in  relations  of  this  nature,  being  no 
enemy  to  the  harmlefs  brutes. 

Whatever  thy  fentiments  are  towards  thefe,  I 
dare  be  fure  thou  art  my  friend,  and  wilt  bear 
with  my  importunity,  when  I  ftrive  to  convince 
all  men,  and  confirm  myfelf  in  this  truth,  that 
the  wild  Beafts  are  not  void  of  Reafon  and  Moral  - 
Virtues. 


Par!?,  2oth  of  the  7th  Moon, 
of  the  Year  161. 


DET- 
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LETTER     V. 

To  the  Captain  Baffa. 

!N  the  Name  of  God,  fuperlatively  indulgent 
and  benign,  Lord  of  Annies  which  cannot 
;  number'd,  Confervator  of  the  Empire  found- 
ed on  his  own  Unity  ;  praife  be  to  Him  that 
has  neither  Beginning  nor  End  !  What  is  the 
reafon  that  we  are  always  baffled  by  the  In- 
ndels  ?  Every  year  our  augufr.  Emperor  fends 
out  mighty  Armies  by  Land,  and  our  Fleets 
by  Sea  are  term'd  INVINCIBLE,  yet  they  arc 
rtill  overcome  by  the  Chriftians.  Where  the 
fault  lies  is  beft  known  to  thee,  and  the  Ge- 
nerals, to  whom  the  command  of  all  is  com- 
mitted. 

My  fpirit  is  difquieted  about  thefe  things, 
and  I  am  uneafy  by  day,  neither  does  the 
Bight  afford  me  any  repofe.  This  hot  wea- 
ther I  go  up  to  the  terrafs  of  my  houfe  at 
the  hour  of  fleep>  thinking  that  the  coolnefe 
of  the  air  would  incline  me  to  refr. ;  but  I 
can  find  none.  I  turn  myfelf  on  the  leads  to- 
the  right  hand  and  to  the  left,  yet  all  poftures 
are  alike.  Sleep  has  abandon'd  my  eyes.  My 
Zeal  for  the  Empire  of  the  Faithful  will  con- 
fume  me. 

One  night  I  made  folemn  preparations  to  wel- 
come the  firft  appearance  of  the  Moon,  after 
the  manner  of  my  countrymen.  I  fprinkled 
water  on  the  floor  of  the  terrafs,  and  with, 
a  new  befom  fwept  away  all  Uncleannefs  :  I 
fill'd  a  lamp  with  the  mofr.  precious  Oil  I 
could  get  in  Paris  i  which  having  lighted  at 

the 
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the  goina;  down  of  the  Sun,  I  placed  directly 
on  that  part  which  is  neareft  to  Mecca.  Then 
I  fell  on  my  face  and  prayed  the  eternal  Source 
of  Light,  "  That  at  the  moment,  when  the 
4  Moon  firft  afcended  our  Horizon,  an  intel- 
"  le<5lual  fplendor  might  fliine  in  my  breaft  ; 
"  that  I  might  there,  as  in  a  Mirror,  behold  the 
"  future  Fate  of  the  MuiTulmans,  and  the  Events 
"  which  as  yet  were  hid  in  the  dark  Womb  of 
"  Poffibility." 

My  petition  was  granted.  The  Night  was  in 
her  fhady  courfe,  tho-  Stars  on  their  watch,  and 
Time,  as  from  a  Limbec,  diftill'd  the  filent  mi- 
nutes, 'till  the  moment  wherein  the  neighbour 
Planet  firft  peep'd  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains. 
At  that  inftant  I  faw  and  heard  things  (or  at 
leaft  I  thought  fo)  which  I  never  fo  much  as 
dream'd  of  before,  neither  can  I  remember  the 
thoufandth  part. 

Believe  me,  fupreme  Commander  of  the  Ma- 
rine, I  do  not  boaft  or  joy  in  this  :  For  I  think* 
there  can  be  no  greater  affliction  than  to  be  once 
made  partaker  of  fuch  a  blifs,  and  then  to  lofe 
it  almoft  as  fcon  as  gain'd.  Yet  there  are 
fome  foot-fteps  of  the  vifion  remaining  on  my 
Memory. 

"  Methinks  I  beheld  armies  ofMuffulmans  (for 
I  thought  'em  to  be  fuch  by  their  Turbants) 
making  feveral  defcents  on  the  fhores  of  Italy : 
Methought  I  faw  them  proftrate  themfelves 
on  the  ground  ;  and,  after  a  confiderable  fpace 
of  filencc,  the  air  eccho'd  with  the  found  of 
Allah,  Allah,  much  like  the  noife  of  great  Caf- 
cades,  or  Falls  of  Water. 

'*  Then  they  feem'd  to  di£perfe  themfelves  all 
over  the  country  in  divers  bodies.  The  in- 
habitants of  Rome  appear'd  all  in  great  con- 
llcrnation  :  The  chief  Mufti  of  that  place 
went  forthwith  into  the  ftreets,  followed  by 
his  Cardinals  and  Derviies,  accompanied  by 

"  an 
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"  an  innumerable  multitude  of  people.  They 
"  carried  their  Gods  of  gold  and  filver  along 
"  with  them ;  and  being  apparelled  with  gar- 
"  ments  of  coarfe  hair,  they  fprinkled  afhes  on 
"  their  foreheads  in  token  of  their  humility,  and 
to  pacify  the  indignation  that  was  kindled 
againft  them. 

"  But  Heaven  was  deaf  to  their  clamorous 
vows,  neither  could  all  the  pomp  of  their  fu- 
perftitious  folemnity  dazzle  the  eyes  which  are 
a  thoufand  times  brighter  than  the  Sun,  pene- 
frating  into  the  darkeft  corners  of  the  heart. 
In  a  word,  thefe  Infidels  feem'd  a  while  after 
to  be  in  a  great  confufion  and  hurry,  run- 
ning this  way  and  that  way  to  hide  their  g^oods, 
and  fave  themfelves  from  the  victorious  Stran- 
"  gers.  In  fine,  I  faw  the  Crofles  taken  down 
"  from  the  Minarets  of  the  Mofques  in  Rome, 
"  and  Crefcents  advanced  in  their  place." 

I  do  not  relate  this,  as  if  I  gave  credit  to 
Vifions  and  Trances :  rerhaps  all  this  might  be 
but  a  waking  Dream.  Yet  fuch  vifionary  en- 
tertainments happen  of  courfe  to  our  country- 
men, when  they  obferve  the  aforefud  Ceremo- 
nies. But  I  tell  thee,  I  am  not  afleep  at  this 
moment ;  and  yet  it  appears  to  me  a  vrry  pro- 
bable undertaking,  for  the  Muflulmans  to  fit  out 
a  mighty  Fleet,- which,  having  a  fufficicnt  army 
of  land-men  aboard,  might  deliver  them  with 
little  or  no  oppofition,  on  fome  of  the  wealthy 
Chores  of  Italy  :  And  it  is  not  thought  worth 
the  labour  to  make  new  conquers,  wfiich  would 
be  difficult  to  maintain  ;  yet  at  leaft  our  fol- 
diers,  by  plundering  only  the  rich  Temples  and 
Convents  of  the  Nazarenes,  might  carry  away  in- 
eftimable  trcafures. 

I  wrote  formerly  to  one  of  thy  Predcceffors 
about  the  fame  matter,  propofing  the  furprize  or" 
Leretto,  as  a  very  eafy  attempt,  and  that  the 
booty  would  infinitely  furpafs  the  expence  and 

trouble ; 
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trouble  :  But  Mahmut's  advices  are  ncrer  re- 
gitrd^d  'till  'tis  too  late.  We  fquander  away 
thoulands  of  men,  and  millions  of  money,  to 
purchafe  little  inlignificant  Iflands,  which  are 
defended  indeed  with  feeming  vigour  by  the 
Chriftians,  but  'tis  rather  to  amufe  us,  than 
out  of  any  real  value  they  have  for  thofe  places. 

It  is  only  a  maxim  of  Weftern  Policy,  thus  to 
give  diverhon  to  the  arms  which  are  deftin'd 
to  lubdue  all  Nations.  They  fport  themfelves, 
to  fee  the  flower  of  the  Eaitern  Militia  confum'd 
in  their  trenches,  before  the  impregnable  fortrefs 
of  Candia,  which,  if  won,  will  not  quit  the  cofi 
of  fo  tedious  a  fiege.  Whereas,  in  half  that 
time,  our  invincible  forces  might  have  over-run  all 
Italy. 

Thou  wilt  not  think  th-is  an  impracticable 
enterprise,  when  thou  {halt  confider  the  divi- 
fions  of  the  Italian  Princes,  the  univerfal  fe- 
carity  and  voluptuoufnefs  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  yet  the  oppreflions  and  tyranny  they  live 
under,  being  fleec'd  and  poll'd  of  all  their  fub- 
ftance,  to  maintain  the  Grandeur  of  their  Go- 
vernors, and  the  Pride  of  the  Clergy  ;  which  ren- 
ders 'em  equally  difgufted  at  their  prefent  flavifh 
manner  of  life,  and  defirous  of  a  change.  It  is 
not  hard  to  furmife,  after  all  this,  that  a  con- 
queft  would  be  eafy  to  the  victorious  MulTulmans  ; 
or  at  Jeaft,  fuch  depredations  would  mightily  en- 
rich them. 

The  mod  proper  news  that  I  can  fend  thee, 
is  of  a  combat  lately  fought  at  fea  between 
the  Englifh  and  the  Dutch.  The  Generals 
on  both  fides  are  laid  to  be  brave  men.  He 
of  Britain  is  called  Blake;  the  other's  name  is- 
Trump.  Which  had  the  beft  on'r,  is  not  cer- 
tainly known:  Men  fpeak  as  they  are  byafs'd. 
Yet  the  Dutch  lo{t  tv/o  (hips-  in  this,Engagementr 
tho'  rhoir  Fleet  was  far  more  numerous  than  that 
of  the  Engliih, 
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If  I  were  worthy  to  advifc  my  Superiors,  I 
would  propofe  fome  notable  exploit  by  Land  ;  for 
GOD  has  given  the  Earth  to  the  true  Believers, 
but  the  Sea  to  the  Chriflians. 

Paris,  i4th  of  the  6:h  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1652, 
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To   the  Kiaya  Bey,  or  Lieutenant-General 
of  the  Janizaries. 

I  Had  once  a  great  intimacy  with  Caflim  Hali, 
the  brave  Aga,  v/ho  is  now  no  more  on  earth  ; 
that  honeft  old  General  merited  all  mens  love : 
Follow  thou  his  example,  and  in  time  his  polt 
will  fall  to  thy  lot.  Thou  art  already  in  the 
advance  to  it ;  let  no  airy  vice  make  thee  giddy, 
and  give  thee  a  fall.  'Tis  a  common  Aphorifm, 
That  Health,  long  Life,  and  Honour  defcend 
from  above.  But  if  they  do,  I  tell  thee,  'tis  like 
the  rain,  which  only  then  does  good,  when  it 
penetrates  the  earth,  and  moiftens  to  the  root.  An 
humble  Heart  is  like  a  kindly  Mold,  receiving  the 
dews  of  Heaven  with  advantage  and  profit  ;  but 
Pride  is  a  Rock,  which  fpatters  away  the  Blef- 
fings  fhower'd  down  on  it. 

Perhaps  thou  wilt  be  affronted  at  my  blunt 
way  of  writing :  Yet  aflure  thyfelf,  I  honour 
thee  more  than  a  thoufand  flatterers.  I  am  not 
fcnt  hither  to  ftudy  nice  cxprefiions,  but  to  fervc 
the  Grand  Seignior  with  integrity.  Befides,  I 
know  thou  haft  not  beezi  accuitom'd  to  the  loft 

Eater- 
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Entertainments  of  Ladies  chambers,  but  the  rough 
Dialect  of  War.  It  is  thy  honour  to  be  un- 
acquainted with  the  delicacies  of  difcourfe,  diet, 
or  drefling  ;  things  only  fit  to  enervate  a  man's 
courage,  and  change  his  heart  into  that  of  a  wo- 
man. Thou  knoweft  how  to  handle  the  Cui- 
rafs  and  Lance,  the  Sabre  and  Shield,  the  Bow 
and  Gun  ;  and  art  perfectly  vers'd  in  all  the 
Military  Terms  of  Art.  A  difcourfe  of  fieges 
and  campaigns,  ftorming  of  forts,  and  plunder- 
.  ing  of  camps,  is  more  agreeable  to  thee  than 
all  Tully's  Oratory,  or  the  fineft  ftrains  of  the 
Pcrfian  Poets.  I  am  therefore  confident  thou 
wilt  not  take  it  ill,  that  I  addrefs  to  thee  in  a 
ftyle  void  of  artifices,  yet  full  of  real  refpeft  a,nd 
love. 

If  I  counfel  thee,  'tis  for  thy  good  ;  and  I  am 
commanded  to  exprefs  my  fentiments  with  free- 
dom. Befides,  I  have  a  perfonal  privilege  to  ad- 
vife  thee,  the  Right  of  a  friend  ;  which  thou  wilt 
acknowledge,  when  I  tell  thee,  that  I  once  had 
the  happinefs  to  fave  thy  life,  as  we  travelled  to- 
gether in  Arabia. 

Thou  canft  not  but  remember  that  pafTage : 
and  how  that,  in  heat  of  youthful  blood,  thou  had'ft 
provoked  an  Emir  to  kill  thee  in  the  fight  of  the 
whole  Caravan,  had  I  not  fallen  at  his  feet,  and 
told  him,  thou  wert  a  ftranger  to  the  Cufloms  of 
the  Country. 

Believe  me,  I  do  not  reproach  thee  with  this, 
but  only  make  ufe  of  it,  as  an  argument  to 
convince  thee,  That  the  _fame  motives  which 
prompted  me  to  inteipofe  myfelf  at  that  time 
between  thee  and  certain  death,  induce  me  now 
to  give  thes  warning  of  a  Precipice,  of  which 
thou  art  in  danger.  Every  one  gives  thee  the 
character  of  a  b;ave  man  ;  and  nobody  likes  thee 
the  worfe,  for  being  of  an  .Air  as  fierce  as  a 
Tartar.  All  this  becomes  a  man  of  the  Sword  ; 
and  they  fay,  thou  doft  every  thing  with  a  mar- . 
tial  grace. 

But 
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But  I  am  told  likewife,  that  thou  art  guilty 
of  avarice :  And  that,  for  the  lucre  of  Prefents, 
thou  enrolieft  men  in  the  Lift  of  the  Janizaries, 
who  are  not  fit  to  ferve  in  the  Wars  ;  fuch  as 
are  houfe-keepers,  perfons  entangled  with  wives 
and  children,  with  debts  and  other  incumbrances  j 
that  they  only  appear  on  certain  days  in  the 
military  habit,  and  then  return  to  their  domeftic 
bufmefs  wi  hoat  ever  regarding  the  Difcipline  of 
the  Royal  Chambers,  or  thinking  themfelves 
obliged  to  learn  the  Art  of  War  :  That  thou  in  the 
mean  time  takeft  their  Pay,  and  many  additional 
bribes,  whilft  they  are  only  contented  with,  the 
Title  and  Privilege  of  a  Janizary,  to  fhelter  them- 
felves from,  juftice,  and  protect  them  in  their  ra- 
pine and  vilfanies. 

I  tell  thee,  (hould  this  be  known,  and  proved 
againft  thee,  it  would  be  thy  ruin  :  But  1  hope 
better  things,  and  that  thefe  are  only  the  fur- 
mifes  of  thy  enemies.  For  thou  knoweft,  That 
none  ought  to  be  admitted  in  that  ancient  Or- 
der, but  the  Tributary  Sons  of  the  Nazarenes  : 
Who,  being  in  their  Infancy  lifted  in  the  Col- 
leges know  neither  Father  nor  Patron,  fave  the 
Grand  Seignior,  who  is  the  common  Parent 
and  Protector  of  the  Ofman  Empire.  On  his 
fervice  isv  all  their  zeal  and  courage  fixed,  hav- 
ing no  private  bias,  or  partial  inclinations,  to 
warp  them  from  the  fidelity  they  owe  their 
great  Mafter.  They  are  devoted  to  indefati- 
gable toils  and  hardfhips  during  their  whole 

This  was  the  firft  Inflitution  of  the  Janizaries, 
though  through  the  corruption  of  the  times,  they 
have  much  degenerated  from  their  primitive  Rules. 
But  thou,  who  art  honoured  with  an  high  Com- 
mand, wilt  fignalize  thy  virtue  and  loyalty,  in 
reforming  thefe  abufes,  and  not  differing  the  Col- 
lege of  Men  of  War  to  become  a  Receptacle  of 
Rogues  and  D  cones. 

Such 
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Such  diforders  as  thefe  have  promoted  the  iiv- 
ttftine  Broils  of  this  Kingdom  ;  I  fay  not  that 
they  are  the  original  Caufes  ;  yet  'tis  a  great  di- 
minution of  Sovereign  Majefty,  when  a  King  fhall 
find  his  own  armies  fighting  againft  him,  as 
they  do  at  prefent  here  in  France.  How  many 
mutinies  and  rebellions  have  been  rais'd  by  the 
licentious  Janizaries  at  Conftantinople ;  when, 
laying  afide  all  refpec~l  and  duty,  they  have 
not  fpar'd  to  violate  the  Seraglio*  itfelf ;  but  en- 
tering within  thofe  facred  walls  with  bands  of 
armed  men,  have  turn'd  all  things  topfey-tur- 
vey,  feized  on  the  imperial  treafure,  chang'd 
the  domeftic  officers  of  their  Sovereign,  and 
fometimes  chas'd  him  from  his  own  Palace,  to  the 
hazard,  if  not  to  the  lofs  of  his  life. 

If  thou  would'ft  know  what  they  are  doing  here 
in  France,  the  Men  of  Arms  are  cutting  one  ano- 
ther's throats,  whilft  the  rabble  are  burning  their 
neighbours  out  of  their  houfes. 

T  wo  days  ago,  the  Multitude  afTembled  in 
the  ftreets,  and,  having  befet  a  certain  Pa- 
lace in  this  city,  they  put  fire  to  it,  refolving 
to  kill  all  that  fhould  attempt  to  make  their 
efcape  out  of  the  flames.  A  perfon  of  Quality, 
coining  out  to  pacify  them,  fell  a  Victim  to 
their  unbridled  rage :  And  had  not  the  Duke 
of  Beauford  (of  whom  I  have  often  made  men- 
tion in  my  letters)  interpos'd  his  authority,  they 
had  murder'd  all  that  were  within  thofe  fuf-. 
peeled  walls. 

Sometime  before  this,  the  Marefchal  TurennC' 
took  a  place  of  ftrength  from  the  Prince  of  Conde  ; 
who  in  lieu  of  it  took  St.  Denys,  a  town  not 
far  from  Paris,  wherein  there  is  a  Temple, 
which,  the  French  fay,  is  the  richeft  in  Europe. 
But  they  are  laugh'd  at  by  the  Italians,  who  boaft 
ot  far  richer  Motques  in  Venice,  Milan,  Naples, 
<Uid  Rome. 

The  Duke  of  Lorrain  plays  fail  and  loofe  with 

the 
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the  Prince  of  Conde.  He  enter'd  the  Kingdom 
with  an  army,  pretending  to  efpoufe  the  Prince's 
quarrel,  but  was  quickly  brought  off  by  the 
Queen,  fo  that  he  is  now  gone  to  r  landers  again  ; 
by  this  a&ion  leaving  a  free  paflage  to  the  King's 
army  "under  Marefchal  Turenne  to  range  whi- 
ther they  pleafe,  which  were  before  block'd  up  by 
his  forces. 

Four  days  ago  there  was  a  bloody  encounter 
between  the  troops  of  the  Prince,  and  thofe 
of  Marefchal  Turenne,  in  one  of  the  fuburbs 
of  Paris.  Neither  could  boaft  of  the  victory, 
tho'  the  battle  laired  five  hours  ;  but  at  length, 
the  Prince  of  Conde's  troops  retir'd  into  the  ci- 


ty, being  frighten'd    with  the  main  body  of  the 
King's  ar 
ing  hills. 


army,    which  appear'd  on  the  ncighbour- 


Illuftrious  Janizary,  fortify  thy  heart  with  all 
the  i  eceflary  retrenchments  of  heroic  Virtue  j 
and,  rather  than  furrender  to  temptations  of 
vice,  on  difhonourable  terms,  run  the  hazard  of 
a  Storm. 


Paris,  6th  of  the  7th  Moon> 
oftheYcan65z. 


LET- 
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LETTER     VII. 

To  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  a  Jew  at  Vienna. 

WE  are  altogether  by  the  ears  in  this  King- 
dom, killing,  burning,  and  deftroying  one 
another,  whi't'l  you  in  Germany  enjoy  abundance 
of  peace.  The  occafion  of  our  quarrels  here,  is 
the  return  of  Cardinal  Mazarini,  againft  whom 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  and  Prince  of  Conde  are 
inveterate  enemies.  The  former  is  declared  Lieu- 
tenant-General  of  that  Kingdom  by  the  Par- 
liament of  Paris ;  who  give  it  out,  that  the 
King  is  Cardinal  Mazarini's  prifoner.  They 
have  alfo  beftow'd  the  command  of  all  forces  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  faid  Duke,  on  the  Prince 
of  Conde. 

Their  principal  and  only  pretence,  is  the  re- 
moval of  the  Cardinal  from  the  King  and  his 
Council.  What  will  be  the  iflue,  time  will  de- 
monftrate. 

There  has  been  a  Duel  lately  fought,  between 
the  Dukes  of  Beauford  and  Nemours,  two  eminent 
friends  to  the  Prince  of  Conde. 

The  King  going  to  a  town  call'd  Pentoife,  fome 
leagues  from  Paris,  drew  a  great  many  Counfellors 
and  Prefidents  of  Parliament  thither;  men  who  are 
loyal  and  lied  fall  to  h's  caufe.  This  encouraged 
the  King  to  put  forth  a  Declaration,  commanding 
the  Parliament  to  meet  at  Pontolfe.  They,  on  the 
other  fide,  pubh'fh'd  an  Arreft  againft  this  Declara- 
tion. Thus  they  continue  piquering  one  at  ano- 
ther. 

But  here  is  news  arriv'd  from  Cologne,  which 
furprize  people  very  much.  I  know  not  the  true 
ground  of  their  aftonimment :  but  the  Priefts  feem 
to  be  mad  for  joy.  All  that  I  can  hear  about  it  is, 

the 
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the  reftoration  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Religion 
in  that  Province,  which  is  a  novelty  unexpected  ; 
efpecially  the  ecclefiaftic  grandeur,  which,  it  feems, 
has  been  laid  afide  above  thefe  hundred  years.  I 
tell  thee  only  as  I  am  inform'd  rnyfelf:  It  lies 
in  thy  power  to  certify  me  of  the  truth  of  mat- 
ters. 

They  fay  alfo,  That  the  famous  General,  John 
de  Wcrdt  is  dead  ;  as  likewife  the  Archbifhop  of 
Treves.  It  is  added,  That  Frankendal  is  furren- 
der'd  to  the  Elector  of  Heidelberg,  according  to 
the  late  Agreement  at  Munfter  ;  and  that  there  is  a 
-Diet  begun  at  Ratifbon. 

I  defire  thee  to  inform  me  of  all  thefe  things 
particularly,  and  of  whatfoevcr  elfe  occurs  in  the 
Court  where  thou  refideft. 

As  to  A4atters  of  Religion,  be  not  over  fedulous : 
Piety  is  compriz'd  in  a  few  Rules.  Yet  the  Soul 
of  Man  is  naturally  inquifitive,  and  would  fain  be 
acquainted  with  all  things.  I  advife  thee  to  caft 
thy  eyes  frequently  on  the  Earth  that  is  under  thy 
feet ;  furvey  the  groves  and  fields,  the  mountains 
and  valleys,  rocks  and- rivers;  then  look  up  to^ 
the  Heavens,  and  take  a  ftedfaft  view  of  the  ftars  j 
•confider  the  beauty  and  order  of  all  things  :  And 
after  this  tell  me,  if  thou  can'fir  imagine,  That 
the  great  and  immenfe  Creator  of  this  wonderful 
Fabric  form'd  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  to  dam* 
*€m  eternally,  fave  only  thofe  of  your  Race, 
Son  of  Ifrael,  I  wifh  thee  heartily  adieu. 

Paris,  i  ith  of  the  8th  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1651. 
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LETTER    VIIL 

To  the  Kaimacham. 

THE  Parifians  feem  to  be  all  in  a  Dream  or 
Trance  :  They  know  not  what  they  fay  or 
<k>,  or  at  leaft  they  care  not  :  Such  is  the  im- 
menfe  joy  for  the  return  of  the  King  to  this  city. 
The  fteps  to  this  fuddcn  change,  were  the  retir- 
ing of  Cardinal  Mazarini  from  the  Court  ;  which 
was  feconded  with  a  Declaration  of  Indemnity,  or 
a  general  Pardon  for  all  that  had  parted  during 
thefe  troubles,  fave  fome  particular  referves,  fa- 
crilege,  fires,  and  fuch  like.  This  worked  ftrange- 
ly  on  the  inhabitants  of  Paris.  But  the  Prince 
of  Conde  not  finding  any  fatisfaclion,  as  to  his 
own  perfon  in  this  Amncfly,  call'd  in  the  Duke 
of  Lorrain's  army  to  his  affiftance.  Thefe  reduc'd 
the  King's  forces  to  fo  great  a  ftreight  and  extre- 
mity, that  the  Parliament  being  fenhble  of  the 
advantage,  made  ufe  of  it,  and  fent  Deputies  to 
-the  King,  befeeching  him  to  continue  in  the  fame 
good  refolution  he  had  taken  before  this  mif- 
ibrtune. 

The  Monarch  fuffer'd  himfelf  to  be  overcome, 
by  a  violence  mix'd  with  fo  much  fubmiffion, 
and  yielded  to  their  requefts.  Immediately  the 
hearts  of  the  Prince  of  Conde's  friends  grew  cold, 
and  began  to  change  their  fentiments.  In  a  word, 
they  were  rcfolved  to  defert  their  new  Mafter,  and 
caft  themfelves  at  the  feet  of  their  lawful  Sove- 
reign. The  Grandees,  who  had  moft  afFecled 
Conde's  intereft,  laid  down  their  Offices.  The 
foreign  armies  of  Spaniards  and  Lorrainers  retired 
out  of  the  Kingdom.  The  citizens  of  Paris  fent 
A  deputation,  confiding  of  fixty-fix  Perfons  of 
Honour,  to  invite  the  King  to  the  city,  and  aflure 
him  of  their  future  allegiance,  All  the  Officers 

of 
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of  the  Militia  did  the  like.  The  King  being 
fatisfy'd  with  the  timely  penitence  of  his  Subjects, 
and  having  commanded  ibme  preparatory  altera- 
tions in  Places  of  Truft,  entered  this  city  on  the 
twenty-firft  of  the  laft  moon,  with  the  joy  and 
acclamation  which  could  exprefs  the  love  of  his 
people,  and  the  regret  they  had  labour'd  under 
during  his  abfence. 

Thou  fee'ft,  illuftrious  Minifter,  that  though  by 
the  artifices  of  a  Faction,  a  King  may  be  rendered 
odious  to  his  Subjects,  be  banilhed  from  his  Pa- 
lace, and  have  the  gates  of  his  city  fhut  againft 
him,  as  befel  to  this  King  :  Yet  the  inconveniences 
they  feel,  in  taking  up  arms  againft  him,  fooner 
or  later  bring  them  to  repentance  ;  and  they  are 
glad  to  court  his  return,  whom  but  a  while  ago 
they  forced  away  by  their  undutifulnefs,  to  gratify 
the  ambition  of  a  bold  young  Prince  of  the  Blood, 
who  promifed,  and  ventured  all  things  in  hopes  of 
a  Crown.  For  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  That  the 
Prince  of  Conde  had  lefs  aims  when  he  firft  be- 
gan this  War  ;  tho'  his  pretences  were  fpecious, 
only  to  remove  Cardinal  Mazarini,  and  other 
evil  Minifters  from  the  King,  and  to  protect  the 
French  from  the  machinations  of  Spanifh  and 
Italian  counfels;  whilft  it  is  evident,  That  all 
alone  he  and  his  party  have  been  fupported  by 
the  King  of  Spain  in  their  Rebellion.  One  would 
wonder  how  the  French,  a  fenfible  and  witty  Na- 
tion, could  be  thus  impofed  upon,  But  the  Ara- 
bian Proverb  fays,  "  There  are  none  fo  blind,  as 


Yet  whatever  (Uipidity  reigns  among  the  Franks, 
methinks  nothing  but  light  and  realon  ought  to 
appear  in  the  actions  of  the  MufTulmans.  I  am 
confounded  to  hear  of  the  Rebellions,  in  Syria  and 
Egypt-  Will  they  never  give  reft  to  the  Banner 
of  the  Prophet  ?  Muft  die  fupreme  Minifter  be  ever  ] 
cmploy'd  in  proclaiming  the  Nefiraum  ?  What 
offence  has  been  given  to  the  BalTi  of  Damafcus, 
or  to  him  of  Cairo  ? 

Sage  ' 
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Sage  Prefident  of  the  Imperial  City,  I  am  r.bafli'd 
before  the  Infidels,  when  I  hear  thefe  tragical  re- 
ports out  of  the  Eatl. 

But  what  can  be  expected,  when  the  manners  of 
the  Faithful  are  quite  eftranged  from  thofe  of 
their  Fathers  ?  The  MufTulmans  almoft  out-do  the 
Franks  in  vice  and  debauchery. 

When  thou  reacleft  this,  draw  thy  Scymitar  and 
make  a  Scabbard  of  the  next  man  who  mutters  a 
word  againft  our  lawful  Sovereign. 

Paris,  * 6th  of  the  5th  Moon, 
of  the  Year  i6ci. 


LETTER     IX. 

To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

I  Tell  thee,  I  am  neither  melancholy  nor  merry, 
but  in  a  kind  of  mungrel  humour,  between 
both.  I  am  half  Democritus,  and  t'other  half 
Heraclitus  ;  being  equally  difpos'd  to  laugh  and 
weep  at  the  vanity  of  all  things  here  below.  That 
thought  touches  me  fenfibly,  yet  not  enough  to 
carry  me  into  extremes.  The  mifery  and  happi- 
nefs  of  the  whole  life  of  mortals,  are  themes 
icarce  worth  a  paffion.  Whatever  we  endure  as 
an  Evil,  or  poflefs  as  a  Good,  are  both  fo  fhort, 
that  as  one  need  not  fink  us  to  an  Excefs  of  Grief, 
fo  neither  does  the  other  deferve  a  Paroxyfm  of 
Joy.  A  figh  or  a  tear  are  enough  for  the  firfr,  raid 
:i  fmile  is  too  much  for  the  laft.  My  mind  at  pre- 
ient  is  an  Equilibrium. 

What  fignifies  the  birth  of  the  greateft  Monarch, 
or  that  he  can  boaft  of  a  long  defcent  of  Kings 

VOL.  IV.  K  his 
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his  Progenitors  ?  He  is  born  to  labour  and  trouble 
as  well  as  other  men  ;  and  all  the  charming  ple?.- 
fures  that  attend  a  Crown  are  fcarce  fufncient  to 
recompenfe  his  cares  and  fatigues,  his  hazards  and 
toils,  and  the  perpetual  rifques  he  runs  both  in 
peace  and  war. 

If  from  the  cradle  he  make  an  early  ftep  to  a 
throne,  'tis  but  a  mock  honour  to  be  crown'cl 
with  a  Wreath  of  Briars,  fqueez'd  and  prefs'd  in- 
to his  tender  temples  by  the  deceitful  hands  of 
his  guardians  and  minilters,  who  ftrive  only  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  their  6wn  honour  in  his 
ruin,  by  improving  the  time  of  his  Minority, 
and  making  oppreffion  chymical ;  that,  during 
their  prefent  authority,  they  may  expecl  the  Life 
and  Elixir  of  his  fubjects  wealth,  and  hoard  it  in 
their  own  coffers,  leaving  only  the  lees  to  him 
when  he  comes  of  age,  and  thefe  generally  com- 
pounded with  the  ill-will  of  his  people.  I  wifh 
the  cafe  prove  not  the  fame  in  our  prefent  Sove- 
reign Sultan  Mahomet ;  who,  thou  knoweft,  was 
lifted  to  his  father's  throne  before  his  time,  and 
by  methods  which  cannot  be  juftify'd  :  It  was 
the  Mufti's  plot,  who  is  the  Oracle  of  the  Laws  ; 
and  fo  the  Mullulmans  acquicfced.  But  mark  the 
end ;  iuch  Treafons  feldom  efcape  unpunifh'd. 
Tho'  Sultan  Ibrahim  was  depos'd  and  imprifonM, 
(not  to  mention  that  which  grates  the  ears  of  any 
loyal  Ottoman)  though  his  eldeft  fon  be  plac'd 
on  his  Throne  to  ferve  the  ends  of  a  Faction  j  yet 
a  younger  than  he  may  live  to  revenge  the  wrongs 
that  are  done  to  his  father,  and  reltore  the  Em- 
pire of  the  Faithful  to  its  priftine  grandeur.  There 
are  now  above  three  years  elaps'd  fmce  the  change 
of  affairs  at  the  Seraglio.  In  the  mean  time  doit 
thou  not  obferve  the  difcontents  of  the  people  ? 
Is  there  not  a  general  coldnefs  and  neutrality  to 
be  difcern'd  in  the  converfation  of  thofe  who, 
at  firft,  were  mod  forward  to  approve  the  Mufti's 
proceedings  ?  Men  begin  every  where  to  reflect 
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on  the  prefent  Revolution,  and  its  fatal  confe- 
quences.  The  Venetian  War,  they  fay,  has  quite 
impoveriih'd  the  Empire.  Decay  of  trade,  want 
of  money,  and  a  thoufand  other  things  are  the 
daily  complaints  in  Conftantinople :  This  I  am 
told  from  very  good,  hands,  men  of  feveral  Na- 
tions, merchants  who  trade  in  that  city,  perfons 
altogether  unbyafs'd.  They,  as  ftrangers,  have 
been  inquifitive,  during  their  refidence  there,  into 
the  humours  of  the  people,  to  find  how  the  Aluf- 
fulmans  ftand  affected  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
Ottoman  affairs.  I  approve  not  the  prcfmnption 
of  thofe  Infidels,  yet  make  ufe  of  it  to  inform  rny- 
felf  of  feveral  material  paffagts,  which'  I  could  not 
otherwife  learn  at  this  dhtance  from  the  auguft 
Port. 

They  tell  me,  The  fuldiers  murmur  that  fo 
many  thoufands  of  men  have  been  facrific'd  in. 
Candia  and  Dalmatia ;  whilit  what  they  g^in  in 
the  Illand  they  lofe  on  the  Continent :  for  it  feems, 
the  Venetians  are  {till  too  hard  for  us  one  way 
or  other.  They  grumble  alib  for  want  of  their 
due  pay,  and  that  they  have  not  bread  enough  to 
keep  them  from  ftarving.  A  certain  Greek  si  lured 
me,  he  had  heard  feveral  of  the  Spain's  fwear 
lolemnly,  That  it  was  agreed  among  them,  not  to 
go  into  Daimatia  the  next  Campaign.  But  this 
1  took  as  a  itrain  of  the  Grecian's  natural  faculty, 
who,  thou  knoweir,,  are  much  given  to  romancing. 
However,  I  hear  enough  both  from  them  and 
other  travellers  of  Eaft  and  Weft,  to  convince  me, 
That  fome  of  the  Grandees  at  the  Imperial  City 
are  in  a  tottering  condition. 

All  which  ferves  but  to  confirm  my  firft  dif- 
courfe,  that  hardly  any  thing  on  earth  is  worth  a 
thought,  fmce  all  things  are  of  fo  ihort  a  dura- 
tion. 

In  a  word,  the  world  feems  to  be  a  Garden,  in- 
termingled with  Rofes  and  Weeds.     The  firft  are 
fo  clofe  encompafs'd  with  thorns,  that  a  man  can- 
Hot  gather 'em  without  wounding  himfelf:  And, 
K  2  if 
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if  there  be  more  eafe  in  cropping  the  latter,  y>' 
they  arc  unwholefomc,  and  Itink ;  putting  a  man 
to  as  frequent  purifications,  as  the  times  he"touc/Ks 
'em. 

-  Let  thou  and  I,  dear  Dgnet,  pafs  along  the  Alleys 
of  this  Garden,  view  her  Beauties  and  Deformities 
v.'ith  an  even  mind  :  not  putting  ourfelves  to  the 
fatigue  of  gathering  her  Flowers,  or  fuffering  our- 
felves  to  be  tempted  with  her  fofter  Pleasures. 
But  let  every  tiling  we  fee  and  hear  in  this  en- 
chanted Ground  lerve  the  ends  of  our  contem- 
plation, being  fredfaftly  mindful  of  this  truth, 
"  That  all  thofe  things,  which  appear  fo  gay  and 
"  full  of  charms,  are  nothing  but  mere  empty 
**  Ideas  and  fleeting  fhadows  of  that  fubfrantial  and 
**  permanent  pleafure,  which  has  her  relidence  only 
"inParadife."  - 

Thou  may 'it  tell  the  Kaimacham,  our  friend, 
that  now  the  King  of  France  begins  to  play  the 
Monarch  on  the  bottom  of  his  own  wit  and  cou- 
rage, without  the  afliftance  or  counfel  of  Tutors. 
He  has  brought  the  Parliament  to  an  abfolute 
compliance  with  his  will,  having  purged  that  Se- 
nate of  difaffected  members,  and  banifh'd  from 
the  Court  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  who  pretended  n. 
right  to  rule  his  Sovereign.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
Prince  of  Conde  has  taken  Rethel,  and  St.  Menc- 
houd,  whilft  Barcelona  is  furrender'd  to  the  Spani- 
ards. Thus  whet  is  gain'd  in  one  point,  is  loft  in 
another.  Doubtlefs  there  is  nothing  ftable  on 
earth. 

Paris,  Sth  of  the  nth  Moos, 
of  ihe  Year  165;. 


LET- 
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LETTER     X. 

To  Melee  Amet. 

IY  adventure,  and  miraculous  efcape  over 
the  Danube,  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  certain 
French  Nobleman  of  the  Prince  of  Conde's  party,, 
who  laft  Summer  being  clofely  purfued  by  fome 
of  the  King's  horfe,  and  himfelf  excellently  mount- 
ed, leap'd  hedges  and  ditches  to  avoid  captivity. 
At  length  they  had  chas'd  him  into  the  corner  of 
the  land,  from  whence  it  was  impoffible  fo/ 
to  efcape  but  by  fwimming  o'er  a  fmall  arm  of  the: 
lea.  What  rifque  will  not  a  man  run  for  th 
of  liberty  r  This -perion,  iikc  an  o'er-he.ited  St.;, 

1>crceiving  his  Hunters  cloic  at  his  IK. 
eap'd  on  horfeback  into  fhs  fea,  chufin{£  rather  i> 
pcrilh  in  the  waters,  than  to  fail  into  his  enemits 
hands. 

None  were  fo  hardy  as  to  follow  him  through 
the  uncertain  waves.  However,  his  Horfe  being 
of  matchlefs  ftrength,  carried  him  fafe  over  to 
the  oppolite  fhorc.  As  foon  as  he  arrived  at  the 
next  town,  where  he  had  many  friends,  he  re- 
lated this  wonderful  paffage.  But,  inftead  of  che- 
riihing  his  Horfe  for  fo  faithful  and  invaluable  a 
fervice,  he  drew  his  fvvord,  and  immediately 
kill'd  the  beair.  that  fav'd  his  life,  faying,  He  did 
it  for  the  lake  of  fame,  being  refolv'd  that  his  Horfe 
fhould  never  perform  the  like  fervice  to  any  other 
mortal. 

This  was  an  ungrateful  Caprice,  and  far  from  the 
morality  of  S!iitan  Selim,  the  foil  of  B;ijazet,  who, 
when  his  rn,>  ;  ilorfe  Carabuluc  had  once  fav'd 
hi;;  life  by  n  u-.jrdinary  fvviftnefs  ;  he  in  token 

ef  hij         -  ,  built  a  {table  on  purpofe  for 

K  3  him, 
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him,  in  a  large^enclofure  of  meadows,  allowing  a 
Pennon  to  a  Groom  to  wait  on  the  meritorious 
Beaft,  and  gave  him  his  free  delight  in  all 
things  as  long  as  he  liv'd,  commanding  that 
he  ihould  never  more  be  forced  to  labour  or  tra- 
vel. And  to  compleat  the  happinefs  of  the 
Beaft,  he  cull'd  out  fome  of  the  beautiful'ft  Mares 
of  Arabia  to  accompany  him,  charging  alfo,  that 
the  doors  of  the  ftable  fliould  be  alv/ays  open  for 
the  Horfe  to  go  in  or  out,  and  range  when  and 
where  he  pleas'd.  This  was  a  generofity  worthy 
of  an  Eaflern  Monarch,  whom  as  thy  letter  in- 
forms me,  thou  haft  in  part  imitated. 

But  fuch  is  fome  mens  ambition  and  vain  defire 
to  be  taik'd  of,  that  they  care  not  by  what  bar- 
barous methods  they  accomplish  their  aim  :  It  was 
a  motive  of  this  nature  which  tempted  Erollratus 
to  -fet  fire  to  the  famous  Temple  of  Enheius ; 
i  had  been  two  hundred  years  in  building, 
j'ii.l  was  iiumber'd  among  the  Seven  Wonders  of 
this  World. 

This  happen'd  on  the  very  night  that  Alexan- 
der the  Great  was  born.  And  the  Villain  being 
ffkcd,  why  he  committed  fo  deftructive  a  Sacri- 
lege, anfwered,  <c  That  it  v/as  to  acquire  an  im- 
44  mortal  fame  by  fo  ftupendous  a  wickednefs, 
"  fince  he  could  not  hope  to  be  recorded  for  his 
"  virtue." 

Plutarch  mentions  a  jeft  that  was  made  on  this 
deftrucStion  of  Diana's  Temple.  For  it  was  com- 
mon in  every  body's  mouth,  That  the  Goddefs 
being  called  that  night  to  the  labour  of  Olympias, 
the  mother  of  Alexander,  could  not  be  prefent  at 
home  to  fave  her  houfe  from  burning.  Por  the 
Gentiles  believ'd,  That  Diana,  (whom  they  alfo 
called  Lucina)  was  invifiby  afliftant  at  the  birth 
of  chi! 

However,  the  Priefts  made  no  jefr.  on't ;  but 
ran  up  and  down  howling  and  making  games  in 
their  flefli,  prefaging,  that  Fate  wa*  that  day 

bufy'd 
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fufy'd  in  figning  the  Decree  of  Afia's  ruin.  Thi* 
us  certain,  that  very  night  the  man  was  born 
who  was  deftin'd  to  fubdue  all  Alia,  and  on  tliz 
ruins  of  the  Perflan  Empire  raife  the  Monar- 
chy of  the  Macedonians.  However  the  Villain 
who  burnt  the  Temple-had  not  his  deiire  ;  for  it 
\vus  decreed  throughout  all  Ada,  that  his  name 
fhould  never  be  mention'd  in  Hiftory,  or  any  pub- 
lic Writings. 

It   is  recorded  of  a  certain  Governor  of  a  city 

in  Italy  that  being  on  the  top  of  an  high    Tower 

with  only  the  Pope,  the   German  Emperor,  an  1 

an  AmbaiFador  from  Venice  in  his   company,  he 

was  tempted  to  throw  the  two   former  over  th; 

Battlements  as  they  were  taking   a  furvey  of  the 

city  ;  which  he  might  have  eafily  done,  for  they 

were   both  aged,    and    incapable   of  refitting   his 

ilrength.     This  panuge  he  confefs'd  to  his  gnoftiy 

Father  ;  and  being  aik'd,    what  induced   him  to  . 

think  of  fuch  a  horrid   Treafon  ?    He   anfvvcr'd, . 

That  it  might  be  faid,  He  did  a  thing  which 

never  was  done  before,  nor  in    all  probability 

would  ever  be    done   again  j  fuice  no    Prince, 

having  heard  fuch  a  ftory,  would  ever  venture 

himfelf  into  the  fame    danger  without  a  fuf- 

ficient  guard   of  his  own."     But  however,  he 

had  not  refolution  enough  to  go  through  with  his 

projecl:. 

I  hear  thou  art  like  to  acquire  fame  by  other 
methods  than  thefe,  being  in  a  fair  way  to  rife 
by  thy  Virtues  to  fome  confiderable  employments 
in  the  Empire  :  for  which  I  equally  rejoice  with 
thyfelf. 

In  the  mean  time,  'twill  perhaps  be  obliging 
to  tell  thee  fome  news  out  of  thefe  parts,  which 
will  make  thy  company  welcome  to  the  Gran- 
dees :  They  love  to  converfe  with  men  who 
can  furnifh  'em  with  intelligence  of  foreign  Af- 
fairs. 

The  frelheft  difcourfe,  here,  is  of  the  imprifon- 
K  4  ment 
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ment  of  the  Cardinal  de  Retz,  who  was  arrefted 
by  the  King's  order  on  the  nineteenth  of  this 
Moon.  What  his  crime  is  I  cannot  inform  thee, 
unlefs  it  be  that  he  is  an  enemy  to  Cardinal  Ma- 
zarini.  People  generally  give  him  the  character 
of  a  very  honeft  man  ;  but  thou  know'ft  Honefty 
is  counted  a  Vice  in  the  Courts  of  thefe  Weftern 
Princes.  The  crafty_are  the  only  men  of  Virtue 
and  Merit  among  the  Infidels. 

Thou  may'ft  allb  report  for  a  certainty,  That 
the  Spaniards  have  taken  Dunkirk  in  I1  landers, 
and  Cazal  in  the  Dukedom  of  Mantua.  This 
Town  is  faid  to  be  the  Key  of  all  Italy  :  I  cannot 
tell  thee  which  is  the  Lock  it  belongs  to  ;  nor,  I 
believe,  they  themfelves.  But  this  I  obicrve,  that 
when  the  King  of  France  fits  dov/n  before  any 
place  with  his  army,  whoever  has  the  Key,  neither 
Locks  nor  Bolts  can  keep  him  out  long,  And  'tis 
ten  to  cue  if  he  do  not  find  an  entrance  into  this 
place  again  very  fpcedily,  when  the  Spanifii  King 
has  picas 'd  himieif  for  a  while  with  an  imagmaiy 
pofTcffion  of  it. 

I  conclude  my  letter  juft  at  the  hour  when 
the  eld  Year  expires,  according  to  the  account 
of  the  ChriiHans,  wifliing  thee  a  Scene  of  new 
Felicities. 

Paris,  jift  of  the  nth  Moon, 
of  th«  Year  1651. 


L  E  T- 
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LETTER    XI. 

To  the  fame. 

HAving  the  opportunity  of  a  day  or  two  more 
before  the  Poft  goes  out  of  town,  I  make 
ufe  of  it  to  afk  thee,  Whether  there  be  any  no- 
tice taken  in  your  Parts  of  a  Comet  newly  ap- 
pearing above  the  Orb  of  the  Sun  ?  It  has  not 
been  obferved  here  till  within  thefe  few  nights. 
And  the  Aftronomers,  notwithstanding  the  cold- 
nefs  of  the  feafon  (which  I  allure  thee  is  (harp 
enough)  are  very  bufy  with  their  Telefcopes,  to 
pry  into  the  figure  of  this  Meteor,  and  obfervc  its 
motions.  They  take  great  pains,  and  endure  all' 
the  rigour  of  froft  and  fnow,  in  hopes  of  making 
fome  new  difcovery. 

The  vulgar  look  on  it  as  a  great  Prodigy  : 
There  are  a  thoufand  opinions  among  them  about 
the  confequences  :  Every  body  fets  up  for  a  ju- 
dicial Aftrologcr.  Nay,  the  learned  themfelves, 
and  fuch  as  are  ellcenrd  great  Philofophers,  can- 
notagreein  their  judgment  concerning  it.  Some 
afTert  that  the  Matter  of  the  Heavens  is  fubjecl:  to 
Corruption  and  Change,  and  that  this  Comet  is 
generated  after  that  manner :  Whihl  others  hold 
a  contrary  opinion.  They  are  all  divided,  and 
difpute  only  in  as  unintelligible  Terms  as  the 
Languages  of  America  are  to  us  of  this  Continent. 
They  am  ufe  one  another,  and  them  (elves,  with 
far- fetch'd' words  :  And  all  this  while,  for  aught 
I  know,  the  wifeft  among  'em  may  l;e  as  much 
under  a  miftake  as  thofe  who  never  iludy'd  fuch 
tilings.  All  the  inllruments  of  the  Optics  -are 
fought  out  to  help  their  fights  ;  and  yet  they  may 
be  as  much  in  the  Dark  as  the  Men  in  PlatoV 
K  5 
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Cave.  It  is  an  Article  of  my  faith,  that  we  Mor- 
tals know  very  little  of  thofe  far  diftant  Be- 
ings. But  thefe  Franks  are  the  moft  opinionated 
people  in  the  world  :  No  man  has  the  modefty  to 
allow  another  fo  much  right  to  reafon  as  himfelf. 
Every  one  fets  up  for  a  Dogmatift,  and  requires  the 
intellects  of  all  others  to  be  refigned  to  his  ;  tho' 
perhaps  that  be  only  form'd  by  the  rules  of  his 
parents,  the  impreffions  of  his  early  years,  the 
force  of  education,  the  fafhion  of  his  country, 
or  by  fome  notable  accident  in  his  life :  All 
which  are  equally  liable  to  falfhood  and  truth. 
How  many  Seels  were  there  of  the  ancient  Philo- 
fophers,  ftiffly  defending  their  feveral  opinions  ? 
One  fays,  the  Heavens  are  made  of  brafs  ;  ano- 
ther of  iron  ;  a  third  of  fmoke.  This  will  have 
'em  to  be  iblid,  that  fluid  :  There  is  no  end  of  their 
controverfies. 

In  the  mean  time  no  man  knows  what  they 
are  made  for,  or  what  is  the  figure  of  the  World  ; 
whether  round  or  fquare,  or  beyond  all  dimen- 
fions  ;  whether  matter  be  divifible  or  indivifible  in 
the  laft  Atom.  Who  can  arTiire  me,  if  there  be 
only  one  W^orld,  or  whether  there  may  not  as  well 
be  a  thoufand  millions  ?  Whether  the  Stars  he 
opake  bodies  as  this  Earth,  and  inhabited,  or  no  ? 
I  tell  thee  again,  there  is  no  certainty  of  thefe 
things.  Man's  fenfes  are  ten  weak,  his  imagi- 
nation too  frail,  and'all  his  faculties  too  fhort  to 
comprehend  the  Works  of  the  Omnipotent,  who 
alone  is  wife  and  pcrfecl:  in  Science. 
---  Wilt  thou  have  my  opinion  of  this  Comet  ?  I 
am  apt  to  think  'tis  fome  fuch  Globe  of  com- 
buftible  Matter  as  our  Earth  appears  to  be,  and 
perhaps  burden'd  with  as  many  Sinners  ;  that  either 
by  the  Courfe  of  Nature,  or  Decree  of  Dcftiny, 
the  enclos'd  Fire  has  broke  its  Bounds,  and  fpread 
its  confuming  flame  o'er  the  Surface  ;  which  em- 
bodying thcmfclvcs  in  the  Pyramid  of  Smoke,  arif- 
ing  from  fo  vaft  a  Conflagration,  caufe  that  Ap- 
pearance 
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pearance  which  we  call  the  Tail  of  the  Blazing- 
Star.  And,  for  ought  I  know,  after  the  fame 
manner  fhall  all  our  Globe  appear  to  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  thofe  remote  Worlds  at  our  Day  of  Judg- 
ment. 

I  am  not  pofitive  in  thefe  matters,  nor  will  I 
fhut  up  my  Soul  from  future  lights  ;  but  leaving 
things  as  I  find  'em,  full  of  myftery  and. double 
faces,  I  will  expect  no  better  fate  than  that  of 
Socrates,  That  as  I  have  liv'd,  fo  fhall  I  die  in 
doubt,  only  hoping  for  plenary  fatisfa&ion  in  the 
next  World.  — . 


Paris,  zd  of  the  iftMoon, 
of  the  Year  1653. 


LETTER     XII. 

To  Pefteli  Hall,  his  Brother,  M after  of  the 
Grand  Seignior's  Cuftoms. 

NOW  thou  beginneft  to  reap  the  Fruits  of 
thy  Travels  :  May'ft  thou  live  to  have  a 
full  Harvcft  !  I  efteem  myfelf  infinitely  obliged 
to  the  iiluitrious  Bafla,  our  countryman,  for  his 
particular  friendship  in  this  bufmeis.  'Tis  true, 
thy  own  merits  were  a  fufficient  recommenda- 
tion :  But  what  light  can  a  candle  give  that  is 
fhut  up  clofe  in  a.  dark  Lantern  ?  So  thick  was 
the  Veil  which  thy  own  Modefly  had  drawn  o'er 
the  Splendor  of  the  moft  accomplifh'd  Virtue. 

Son  of  my  mother,  let  not  what  I  have  faid, 
pafs  for  the  words  of  a  Flatterer.  Thou  knowelt 
I  am  as  free  from  that  vice,  as  I  am  from  envy, 
'Tis  affection  only  guides  my  pen,  when  I  tell 
thee,  I  heartily  rejoice  in  my  brother's  piofperity  ; 

and 
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and  that  the  Grand  Seignior  has  a  faithful  Ser- 
vant. I  hope  that  Sovereign  of  Sovereigns  will, 
in  time,  hnd  reafon  to  acknowledge  to  the  nobie 
Kerker  Haii'an  the  good  office  he  has  done  him,  ia 
prefentir.g  fuch  a  Slave.  Let  no  error  of  thine 
bai.lk  my  expectation. 

'Twill  be  an  eternal  Honour  to  the  Houfe  and 
Tribe  from  which  we  defcend,  if,  by  acquitting- 
thyfelf  fairly  in  this  port,  our  great  Mafter  {hall 
think  thee  worthy  of  a  more  ftiblime  Station. 
Therefore  efteem  this  only  as  a  Trial  of  thy  Fide- 
lity, and  how  far  thou  art  capable  of  ferving  the 
Sultan.  Be  induftrious  but  not  a0c&ed  in  dif- 
clofing  thy  abilities.  Obferve  a  gradation  ;  for 
the  lloweft  ileps  of  Greatnefs  are  the  moft  fe- 
cure.  Aim  not  to  be  rich  and  mighty  on  a  fud- 
den.  Swift  rifes  are  often  attended  with  preci- 
pitate f..lls.  If  in  other  cafes  'tis  commendable  to 
be  niggardly  of  time,  and  fqueeze  every  minute 
to  an  approvement  of  virtue ;  yet  thou  wilt  find 
it  c\f.c.v.Lent  to  follow  other  Maxims,  in  the  way 
of  growir.g  great :  And  that  to  be  hberal,  in  years 
of  patience,  will  be  no  unprofitable  frugality  in 
the  main ;  lince  what  is  fooneft  got,  is  generally 
fhort  in  the  pofleffion  ;  and  he,  ihat  monopo- 
lizes Honours  or  Wealth,  is  moft  times  envied  to 
his  ruin. 

Nature  itfelf  {hall  convince  thee  of  this,  if  thou 
wilt  but  contemplate  her  moft  obvious  Works. 
Caft  thy  eye  on  the  Oak  among  the  Plants  : 
What  Vegetable  is  more  permanent,  or  of  great- 
er fervice  to  men  ?  Yet  the  Tree  of  fo  vaft  a 
I  v:!<,  in  whofe  aged  hollcw  trunk  1  have  feen 
fixteen  m^.n  fitting  round  a  table,  under  whofe 
wide-fprea;'  branches  the  Houfe  of  Erom  Eh'niel 
Ebcn  Shwiopiiaim,  the  chief  Emir  of  Arabia,  is 
built  and  iitands  at  this  day.  i  fay,  this  Tree, 
in  its  firft  original,  was  not  fo  big  a^  ..he  Thumb 
of  thy  Right-hand  :  And,  if  Naturalifls  fpeak 
Truth,  'twas  a  hundred  ye.trs  a  growing  to  thUe 

dinien- 
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dunenfions,  as  many  in  a  fix'd  and  flourishing 
condition,  and  that  it  will  not  take  up  a  lets  time- 
in  decaying  to  its  laft  rottcnnefs. 

They  fay  alfo,  That  an  Elephant,  the  biggeft 
and  ftroDgol  of  all  the  Beafts  on  the  Earth,  lives 
two  hundred  years,  and  continues  increafing  in  its 
ftature  the  greateft  part  of  that  term.  The  like 
they  relate  of  Crocodiles  and  Dragons. 

But  not  to  tire  thee  with  examples  of  this  na- 
ture, let  us  confider,  that  whatsoever  is  great  and- 
durable  among  men,  whatfoever  is  illtiftrious 
and  excellent,  is  flow  in  the  production,  and 
makes  not  hafty  leaps  to  maturity.  View  all 
the  Monarchies  that  have  made  fo  much  noife  on 
Earth,  and  thou  wilt  find,,  that,  in  proportion  to 
the  time  of  their  growing  Greatnefs,  was  the- 
Term  of  their  Duration.  How  fwift  was  the 
Rife  and  Fall  of  the  Perfian  Empire  !  Equally  pre-. 
cipitatewas  that  of  the  Macedonians.  None  could 
ever  boaft  of  fo  permanent  and  univerfal  a  fway 
as  the  City  of  Rome,  of  which  it  is  commonly  faid, 
"  Rome  was  not  built  in  a  Day." 

To  come  nearer  home :  How  lading  and  per- 
actually  victorious  is  the  facred  Empire  of  the 
Muflulmans?  Yet  it  took  its  Rife  from  very  fmall 
Beginnings,  met  with  frequent  repulfes,  and  has 
made  a  flow  progreflion  to  the  prefent  formidable 
Height  of  Sovereign  Power  it  now  poflefies  : 
For,  thou  knoweft,  this  is  the  thoufandth,  frx- 
tieth  and  third  year,  fince  the  Holy  Flight  of  the 
Mt'ffenger  of  GOD. 

What  I  have  faid  may  be  apply'd,  with  pro- 
portion to  mens  perfonal  advances  in  the  Honours 
and  Fortunes  of  this  World.  Be  content  therefore 
with  thy  Seafons  wherein  Deftiny  fhall  think  fit  to 
raife  thee,  and  ftrive  not  to  out-run  thy  Fate. 

All  the  news  I  can  tell  thee  is,  that  Cardinal 
Mazarifu  return'd  the  i3th  of  the  laft  moon  from 
his  fecond  Banifhmcnt ;  which  thou  may'ft  report 
for  a  Truth  to  the  Minifters  of  State. 

We 
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We  are  all  Exiles  here  on  Earth.  GOD  re- 
ftore  us  to  a  Region  more  agreeable,  and  admit  us 
to  the  CareiTes  of  our  Friends  in  Paradife.  . 

Paris,  25th  of  the  3d  Moon> 
of  the  Year  1653. 


LETTER     XHI. 

To  Kerker  Haffan,    Bafla. 

TH  E  bleffings  of  G  O  D  and  his  Prophets 
defcend  upon  thee  from  a  thoufand  fourccs. 
Thou  art  a  true  friend,  and  pur  whole  family  are 
obliged  to  thee  for  favours  which  have  no  number  : 
But  none  more  than  my  brother  and  I  ;  our  en- 
gagements to  thee  are  equal ;  fince  what  kindnefs 
thou  haft  fhewed  to  him,  in  recommending  him 
to  the  Sultan's  favour  and  to  a  place  of  Honour 
and  Profit,  I  take  as  done  to  myfelf,  we  being 
naturally  fharerb  in  each  other's  projperity,  or  ad- 
verfe  fortune;  for  fuch  is  the  method  of  ftrift  Re- 
lations and  Friendmips.  And  I  have  a  particular, 
reafon  to  thank  thee,  becaufe  it  was  at  my  inftance 
thou  promoted'ft  him.  Yet,  though  he  is  my  bro- 
ther, I  {hould  not  be  fo  partial  as  to  fay  thefe  things 
in  his  behalf,  did  I  not  know  him  to  be  a  man  of 
merit.  For  places  of  truft  ought  not  to  be  be- 
ftow'd  for  favour  or  affection.  We  are  bound 
to  facrifice  all  private  Regards  to  the  Intereft  of 
the  Grand  Seignior ;  and  not  aft  like  the  French, 
who  get  offices  of  the  greateft  importance  many 
times  oy  being  of  a  faction,  or  party,  oppofite  to 
their  King. 

5  Since 
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Since  the  return  of  Cardinal  Mazarini  to  this 
Court,  which  was  in  the  foregoing  Moon,  the 
King  has  reform'd  many  abufes  of  this  kind.  He 
begins  to  feel  his  own  ftrength  and  authority  every 
day  more  and  more. 

In  the  Moon  of  December  dy'd  Cardinal  Rich- 
lieu's  brother,  who  was  Bifhop  of  Lyons,  and 
Grand  Almoner  of  France.  The  King  has  be- 
flow'd  thefe  Honours  on  Cardinal  Antonio  Barbe- 
rini,  who  took  Sanctuary  in  this  Court,  from  the 
perfecutions  of  the  prefent  Roman  Pontiff,  almoft 
ten  years  ago.  He  has  always  efpoufed  the  king  of 
France's  intereft  in  Rome.  And  the  gratefuj  Mo- 
narch receiv'd  him  with  much  affection ;  and,  as 
an  additional  honour,  has  made  him  a  Knight  of 
the  Holy  Spirits.  This  is  the  chiefeft  Order  of 
Knighthood  in  France. 

It  is  freflhly  reported  here,  that  the  Duke  of 
Newburgh,  a  great  Prince  in  Germany,  is  dead. 
They  talk  of  certain  Prodigies  that  have  been 
lately  feen  in  England,  Ireland,  and  other  Parts 
of  Europe,  as  raining  of  warm  blood,  tin,  and 
copper.  And  'tis  affirm'd  for  certain,  that  three 
Suns  were  lately  feen  at  Dublin,  the  chief  City  of 
Ireland. 

There  has  been  a  Sea-Combat  between  the  En- 
glim  and  Hollanders  on  the  coaft  of  Italy.  Where- 
in they  fay,  the  Dutch  had  the  victory,  having 
funk  two  of  their  enemies  mips,  and  taken  one, 
without  any  confiderable  lofs  on  their  own  fide. 

Here  is  no  other  news  ftirring  at  prefent,  worth 
the  knowledge  of  a  Muflulman  Grandee.  The 
eyes  of  all  the  Weftern  Nazarenes  are  fix'd  on  that 
Refuge  of  the  World  where  thou  refideft,  and  on 
the  actions  of  our  invincible  Vizir  in  Candia. 

They  difcourfe  of  fome  Overtures  of  Peace, 
which  that  great  General  has  made  to  the  Vene- 
tians, if  they  will  forthwith  furrender  the  City  of 
Candia  to  the  victorious  Ofmans. 

If  this  be  true,  one  would  think  fo  great  cle- 
mency 
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rmncy  muft  needs  tempt  the  proud  Infidels  to 
Submiffion  and  Compliance.  But,  if  Deftiny  has 
otherwife  decreed,  I  wifh  they  may  feel  the  Force 
of  our  Arms,  which  appear  more  keen  than  even 
the  Scythe  of  Time,  that  Devourer  of  all 
Things. 

Paris,  nth  of  the  34]  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1653. 


LETTER    XIV. 


To  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,   a  Jew   at  Vienna. 


T 


HY  laft  letter  fpeaks  thce  at  once  willing 
_  to  be  enlightened,  yet  tenacious  of  thy  oltl 
PrepofTefTions.  1  wonder  not  at  the  difficulty  thou 
findelt  in  fhaking  off  the  Precepts  of  thy  Rabbi's, 
rhofe  religious  Triflejs.  The  influence  of  Edu- 
cation is  as  forcible  as  that  of  our  Birth  :  And  the 
Habits  that  are  rooted  in  us  in  our  tender  Years, 
arc  harder  to  be  difplanted,  than  the  inherent  Af- 
fedions  of  our  Blood :  This  is  figr.ified  by  the 
Arabian  Proverb,  which  fays,  "  The  Tutors  of 
**  Youth  have  an  afcendant  over  the  Stars  of  their 
"  Nativity/' 

I  know  it.has  been  efteem'd  the  peculiar  glory 
of  thy  Nation,  that  you  have  been  rigid  obfcrvers 
of  the  Traditions  of  your  Fathers  :  From  which, 
rather  than  deviate  a  tittle,  there  have  not  been, 
wanting  fuch  as  freely  expos'd  thcmfclves,  and 
have  bravely  endur'd  racks,  fcourgings,  burnings, 
and  all  forts  of  torments,  even  the  molt  exquifite- 
fy  cruel  deaths,  that  the  malice  of  Tyrants  could 

invent. 
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invent.  But  do  not  I  know  alfo  that  in  fome  of  the 
moft  weighty  points  of  your  Law,  your  zeal  has 
exceeded  your  prudence  ?  I  fpeak  not  of  the  pri- 
vate bigotry  of  one  man,  or  a  few ;  but  of  the 
Reprelentative  Body  of  your  whole  Nation.  Plow 
foolifhly  fuperftitious  were  your  armies,  in  the 
days  of  Mattathias,  when  being  affaulted  by  their 
enemies  on  the  Sabbath-Day,  they  refufcd  to  draw 
a  fword  in  their  own  defence,  and  fo  were  all  cut 
off  by  the  army  of  Antiochus !  This  is  no  invidi- 
ous remark  of  your  Adverfaries  in  Religion,  but 
the  obfervation  of  Jofephus,  a  man  of  the  fame 
Faith,  and  fprung  from  the  Stock  of  Ifrael  as  well 
as  thyfelf. 

Now  tell  me  thy  opinion,  did  your  Fathers  do 
well  in  thus  facrirlcing  themfelves  and  the  whole 
intereft  of  Ifnic!,.  to  a  miftaken  Punc'tilio  of  th.it 
obedience  they  owe  the  Law,  or  no  r  If  thou  al- 
loweft  the  foimer,  then  Mattathi-as  did  wicked- 
ly in  making  a  Decree,  th.it  from  thenceforth  it 
fhould  be  lawful  on  the  Sabbath-Day  to  refift  their 
enemies;  and  all  the  Jews  were  guilty  of  many 
notorious  breaches  of  the  Law,  in  obeying;  this 
Decree,  and  fighting  on  the  Sabbath-Day.  But  if 
thou  fay'ft,  they  did  ill  in  not  fighting,  tho'  at  a 
prohibited  time,  and  prohibited  under  the  feveral 
Curfes,  then  it  follows,  that  there  is  no  Point 
of  your  Law  which  may  not,  nay,  which  ought 
not  to  be  difpenfed  with,  and  give  way  to  the  in- 
tereft of  State>  and  the  good  of  the  Common- 
\.xT.lth.  So  that,  at  this  rate,  the  Religion,  for 
which  you  are  all  fo  zealous,  will  appear  to  be  but 
a  Form  of  Government,  divinely  contrived  for 
human  regards,  I  do  not  call  in  queftion  the  mi- 
raculous delivery  of  your  Lav/  on  Mount  Sinai. 
Suiter  me  to  plead  without  fufpickm  of  partiality  : 
I  do  not  go  about  to  invalidate  the  Teftimony  of 
Mofes  and  the  Prophets.  Doubtlefs  the  moft  High 
caine  down  through  the  Heaven,  attended  with 
Myriads  of  Angels,  and  thirty-two  thoufand 
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chariots  of  fire ;  and,  when  hs  flood  on  the  top 
of  the  mountain,  the  Rear  of  his  Train  had  not 
pafs'.d  the  .Silver  Gates  of  the  Moon.  The  Sun 
appear'd  in  his  circuit,  as  one  aitonim'd  ;  he 
blufh'd,  and  fled  away  from  the  eternal  Bright- 
nefs,  not  able  to  endure  the  Luftre  of  a  Giory  fj 
far  furpafting  his  own.  The  Stars  W-.TC  dazzled 
at  the  immortal  Splendor,  and  miftook  their  courfe  ; 
they  run  one  againfl  another  in  their  affrighted 
careers.  And  as  a  lading  Memorial  of  that  glo- 
rious Defcent,  the  Angels  left  their  bright  irn- 
preffions  of  their  Footfleps  in  the  Path  ;  that  hea- 
venly Road  is  to  this  day  diftinguifh'd  from  all  the 
reft  of  the  fky  by  its  Whitenefs,  which  makes  the 
Aftronomers  call  itTuE  MILKY  WAV. 

The  Nations  of  the  Earth  were  amaz'd  at  the 
tremendous  vifion  and  noife;  for  the  mountain 
was  all  on  Fire,  whole  Flames  reach'd  up  to  the 
Clouds,  and  its  Smoke  to  the  Mid-Heaven.  The 
Globe  trembled  and  quak'd  at  the  dreadful  Thun- 
derings,  and  the  Lightnings  penetrated  the  Abyfs 
of  Hell.  The  infernal  Spirits  were  ftartled  at  the 
uncouth  Flames ;  and  afk'd  one  another,  "  if  the 
4  Day  of  Judgment  were  come?"  The  Waters 
hid  themfefves  in  their  Fountains,  and  the  Ocean 
utter'd  a  deep  murmur.  Every  thing  in  Nature 
was  furpriz'd  with  wonder  and  dread  ;  and  Mofes 
himfelfwhen  became  down  from  the  Mountain, 
was  all  transform^  into  Light. 

Thou  feeft,  Nathan,  I  am  no  Infidel,  but  be- 
lieve as  thou  doit,  that  the  Law  of  Mofes  was 
brought  down  from  Heaven.  But  does  it  there- 
fore follow,  that  this  Law  is  umverlul  and  eter- 
nal ?  Can  none  be  faved  but  the  fons  of  Ifrael, 
and  fuch  as  are  profelyted  to  their  Religion  ? 
Doubtlefs,  this  is  an  error,  as  thou  thyfelf  wilt  ac- 
knowledge, when  thou  haft  well  examin'd  the 
matter.  Remove  thy  poft  a  little,  if  it  be  only 
in  imagination:  Rife  from  the  feet  of  thy  Doclors, 
who  have  inftill'd  into  thee  prejudices  againft  all 
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the  Tons  of  Adam,  except  thofe  of  your  own  Race. 
Stand  aloof  for  a  while,  and  look  round  about  thee 
to  the  four  Winds  ;  but  fix  thine  eye  on  the  Eait, 
for  from  thence  Wifdom  takes  her  Origin.  Did 
not  the  fame"  God,  who  created  the  Jews,  alfa 
create  all  the  Nations  on  the  Earth  ?  And  canft 
thou  be  fo  blind  and  obdurate  as  to  think,  T  hat 
Sovereignty  Merciful  made  fo  many  Millions  of 
Souls  on  purpofe  to  damn  them  ?  Or  that  it 
fhould  be  imputed  to  them  for  Sin,  that  they 
were  not  born  of  the  Seed  of  Jacob  ?  Was  it  in 
their  Power  to  chufe  the  Father  that  fhould  beget 
them,  or  the  Mother  that  fhould  conceive  them  ? 
How  abfurd  are  the  confequences  of  this  narrow 
opinion  ?  It  is  an  unpardonable  pride  and  malice,, 
thus  to  contemn  and  judge  thofe  that  are  com- 
pounded of  the  fame  ingredients  as  yourfelves. 

Doubtlefs  GOD  has  fent  Prophets  into  aU  Na- 
tions, to  guide  them  into  the  right  Way,  and  not 
into  the  Way  of  Infidels.  Thofe  who  believe  the 
Prophets,  and  obey  their  Precepts,  fhall  be  faved  : 
For  they  preach  the  Unity  of  the  Divine  EiTence, 
the  Refurrec"r.ion  of  the  Dead,  the  Day  of  Judg- 
ment, the  Joys  of  Paradife,  and  the  Torments  of 
the  Damn'd.  They  teach  the  neceffity  of  juftice, 
purity,  and  good  works  ;  exhorting  all  to  prac- 
tife  the  Golden  Rule,  without  entangling  their 
minds  in  endlefs  niceties,  which  are  but  the  fu- 
perfetation  of  piety,  the  excrementitious  bur- 
dens of  a  religious  life.  Such  are  moft  of  the 
troublefome  and  ridiculous  Ceremonies  obferved 
by  the  Zealots  of  your  Law,  at  which  I  have 
known  the  wife  fort  of  Jews  to  laugh.  Thefe 
little  Su perditions,  like  unprofitable  Suckers,  ex- 
hauit  the  Vitals  of  Religion,  and  leave  it  only  a 
faplefs  Trunk,  from  which  no  Fruit  can  be  ex- 
pedted.  Were  they  commanded  in  the  Law  of 
Mofes,  fomething  might  be  pleaded  in  their  de- 
fence ;  but,  as  they  are  only  the  Dreams  of  your 
Rabbi's,  a  wife  man  would  beware  how  he  put  on 
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a  needlefs  yoke,    the   Stratagem   of  your    crafty- 
Guides,  to  keep  you  in  fubjection,   and  a  fervile 
awe  of  their  authority,  and  a  religious  timorouf- 
nefs  of  you  know  not  what. 

Thy  letter  replies  to  this  by  anticipation  :  for 
fuppoling  that  I  fhould  argue  thus,  and  charge 
you  with  adding  Tradiiions  of  your  own  to  the 
poiltive  Injunctions  of  the  Law,  thou  telleft  me, 
That  thofe  are  greatly  miftaken,  who  think,  that 
all  which  was  deliver'd  to  Mofes  in  the  Mount 
was  written  in  the  two  Tables,  or  compriz'd 
even  in  the  Pentateuch,  as  if  the  Prophet  fpent 
thofe  forty  Days  and  Nights  only  in  keeping  of 
Geefe.  For  it  is  evident,  fay 'ft-  thou,  That,  if 
GOD  had  nothing  elie  to  give  him  but  the 
Written  Law,  he  might  have  clifpalch'd  him  in 
an  Hour  or  a  Day  at  moil.  Therefore  thou 
a  kk-if,  That  bv  ().\v  he  gave  him  the  Written 
Law,  and  by  Night  the  myilerious  explanation 
of  it,  caH'ci,  the"  Oral  Law:  which  Explana- 
tion Mofes  taught  by  Word  of  Mouth  to  jolhua, 
his  Succelfor;  Jomua  to  the  Seventy-two  Seniors  -T 
and  that  they  tranfmitted  this  Oral  Traditionary 
Comment  down  to  their  Pofterity,  even  to  the  lalt 
of  the  Prophets,  from  whom  the  great  Sanhedrim 
receiv'd  it.  After  this  every  one  deliver'd  it  to 
his  Son,  as  he  had  receiv'd  it  from  his  Anceftors  ; 
and  fo  it  continues  to  this  day  to  be  the  Rule  of 
your  Lives,  in  thofe  cafes  where  the  Written  Law 
is  filent.  I  tell  thee,  Nathan,  There  appears  a 
great  '(hew  of  reafon  in  what  thou  fay'lt  :  And 
it  cannot  be  fiippos'd,  That  Mofes  fpent  all  that 
time  only  in  receiving  the  Written  Law.  But  on 
the  other  fide,  I  cannot  believe  that  the  eternal 
Mind  was  bufied  fo  many  days  in  prefcribing  thofe 
ridiculous  Rules  and  Ceremonies  which  are  found 
in  the  Talmud,  and  the  Writings  of  your  Rabbi's. 
If  thou  can'ft  convince  me  of  that,  I  will  ccale 
to  perfuade  thceto  a  cii, 

1  have  a  great  deal  more  to  fay,  but  the  hour 
of  the  Pott  calls  on  me  to  conclude  n.y  letter.  In 

m/ 
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'ny  next  I  will  fully  anfwer  all  thy  arguments. 
In' the  mean  time,  let  not  Cuftom,  and  the  Dilates 
of  the  Synagogue,  ^fupplant  thy  Reafon,  but  re- 
member thou  art  a  Man. 

Paris,  1 7th  of  the  }d  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1653. 


LETTER    XV. 

To  the  Sublimely  Wife,  the  Seignior  of 
Excellent  Dignity,  Abul  Recowawn', 
Grand  Almoner  to  the  Sultan. 

THOU  art  plac'd  on  a  high  Seat  eminent 
among  the  Faithful  j  and  the  eyes  of  the 
diftrefs.d  are  fixed  on  thee.  Thou  art  the  Patron 
of  all  the  miferable.  To  thee,  as  to  a  Sandluary, 
flies  the  man,  whofe  misfortunes  have  bereav'd 
him  of  all  other  hope  ;  whofe  drooping  fpirits 
can  find  no  comfort  from  the  reft  of  mortals. 
His  laft  and  only  refuge  is  to  thee,  who  art  the 
faithful  fteward  of  the  Grand  Seignior's  liberali- 
ties. Let  not  too  much  prudence  fuperfede  thy 
charity.  The  wicked  and  the  innocent  have 
equal  accefs  to  thee  :  And  it  ought  to  be  fo ;  for 
no  man  at  firft  can  diftinguifh  between  the  one 
and  the  other  by  their  outward  afpedt.  Yet  a 
little  examination  and  converfe  will  fhew  the 
difference. 

There  are  thofe  who  get  large  pofleflions  un- 
der   the  mafque   of  poverty.     There   are  impu- 
dent Beggars,  who  make  a  trade  of  impofing  on 
human  compaflion,  and  fport  themfelves  in  this 
3  humble 
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humble  method  of  cheating  people  of  their  money ; 
whilft,  imagining  they  bettow  it  on  perfons  really 
indigent,  it  is  thrown  away  on  Counterfeits,  Vil- 
lains and  Infidels. 

On  the  other  fide,  I  havefeen  true  objecls  of 
pity,  men  reduc'd  to  the  laft  extremities,  who 
would  rather  perifh,  than  expofe  their  condition 
to  any,  fave  the  Great  and  Noble.  They  eirecm 
fuch  as  be  wife  men,  generous,  and  confiderate 
of  the  accidents  which  commonly  befal  mortis. 
They  think,  to  theie  they  may  freely  unbofom 
themfelves,  tell  their  wants,  and  claim  relief,  with- 
out the  hazard  of  a  reproach,  which  wounds  more 
deeply  than  a  fhort  denial. 

Thou  may'ft  know  them  by  the  modefty  which 
appears  in  their  faces  (fays  the  holy  Prophet)  and 
that  they  are  foon  repuls'd.  To  fuch  as  thefe, 
give  plentiful  Alms,  and  do  not  repine.  For  it  is 
as  a  profitable  Merchandize,  fent  to  remote  coun- 
tries, which  tho'  ventur'd  on  the  uncertain  wa- 
ters, yet  in  time,  by  the  fpecial  bldlings  of  Hea- 
ven, mall  return  with  feven-fold  intercft. 
—  Nay,  give  to  all  .that  afk :  For  it  is  better  to 
mifplace  our  charity  on  nine  unworthy  perfons, 
than  to  deny  an  Alms  to  one  that  is  really  in 
need.  Befides,  it  is  not  for  the  honour  of  a  So- 
vereign Monarch,  that  any  perfon  in  dlttrefs 
fhould  depart  from  his  Court,  fad  or  difcontented 
for  want  of  relLi". 

I  have  in  fome  of  my  letters  glanc'd  at  the 
Vices  of  thefe  Weilern  Nazarencs  ;  and  have  not 
been  altogether  filent  as  to  their  Virtues.  Among 
which,  their  Charity  is  very  confpicuous. 

The  French  relate  a  pretty  paflage  of  a  certain 
Cardinal,  a  very  good  man,  and  one  that,  by  the 
multitude  of  his  generous  Actions,  gave  occafion 
for  the  World  to  call  him,  the  Patron  of  the 
Poor. 

This  Ecclefiaftic  Prince  had  a  conftant  cuftom, ; 
once  or  twice  a  week,  to  give  public  audience  to 
all  indigent  people  in  the  hall  of  his  palace,  and 
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•relieve  every  one  according  to  their  various  ne- 
cdfities,  or  the  motions  of  his  own  bounty. 

One  day  a  poor  widow,  encourag'd  with  the 
fame  of  his    generofity,    came    into    the   hall  of 
this  Cardinal,  with  her  only  daughter,  a  beautiful 
maid  about  fifteen  years  of  age.     When  her  turn 
came  to  be  heard,  among  the  crowd  of  petitioners, 
the  Cardinal  difcerning  the  marks   of  an  extraor- 
dinary modefty  in  her  face  and  carriage,  as  alfo 
in  her    daughter,    he   encourag'd  her  to  tell   her 
wants  freely.     She  blufhing,  and  not  without  tears 
thus  addrcfs'd  herfelf  to  him  :  "  My  Lord,  I  owe 
"  for  the  rent  of  my  houfe  five  crowns,  and  fuch 
"  is  my  misfortune,  that  I  have  no  other  means 
'  to  pay  it,  fave  what  would  break  my  heart,  fmce 
'  my  landlord  threatens  to  force  me  to  it ;  that 
'  is,  To  proftitute  this  my  only  daughter,  whom 
4 1  have  hitherto  with    great    care    educated  in 
'  virtue,  and  an  abhorrence  of  that  odious  crime. 
'  What  I  beg  of  your  Eminence  is,  That  you 
*  would  pleafe  to  interpofe  your  facred  authority, 
'and  prorecl  us  from  the  violence  of  this  cruel 
'  man,  'till  by  our  honc.-ft,  indurhy  we  can  pro- 
'  cure  the  money  for  him." 

The  Cardinal,  mov'd  with  admiration  of  the 
woman's  virtue  and  innocent  modefty,  bid  her 
be  of  good  courage.  Then  he  immediately  writ 
a  billet,  and  giving  it  into  the  widow's  hands, 
"  Go,"  faid  he,  "  to  my  Reward  with  this  paper, 
"  and  he  (hall  deliver  thee  five  crowns  to  pay  thy 
"  rent." 

The  poor  woman  overjoy'd,  and  returning  the 
Cardinal  a  thoufand  thanks,  went  directly  to  his 
iteward,  and  gave  him  the  note  :  Which  when 
he  had  read,  he  told  out  fifty  crowns.  She  afto- 
nifh'd  at  the  meaning  of  it,  and  fearing  this  was 
only  the  fteward's  trick  to  try  her  honefty,  re- 
fus'd  to  take  above  five,  faying,  "  She  afk'd  the 
*'  Cardinal  for  no  more,  and  {he  was  fure  'twas 
"  fome  miftake." 

On  the  other  fide,  the  ftcward  infifted  on  his 
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Maftcr's   order,  not  daring  to  call  it  in  qucfllon. 

But  all  the  arguments   he  could  ufe,  were  infuf- 

ficient  to   prevail  on  her  to  take  any  more  than 

five  crowns.     Wherefore,  to  end  the  controverfy, 

heofter'd   to  go  back  with   her   to   the  Cardinal, 

and  refer  it  to  him.     When   they   came    before 

the  munificent  Prince,  and  he  was  fully  infprm'd 

of  the  bufineis  ;  "  'Tis  true,"  faid  he,  "  I  miftook 

'  in  writing    fifty  crowns  ;  give  me   the  paper, 

'  and  I  will   redlify  it."     Thereupon  he   wrote 

Lgain,  faying    thus  to   the  woman  :  "  So    much 

'  candour  and    virtue    deferves    a    recompence  : 

4  Here,  I  have  order'd  you  five  hundred  crowns; 

'  what  you  can   fpare   of  it,  lay  up  as  a  dowry 

'  to  give  with  your  daughter  in  marriage." 

If  1  miftake  not,  this  Cardinal  was  call'd  Far- 
nefe.  But,  whatever  his  name  was,  this  was  an 
action  truly  heroic,  and  which  has  but  few  Pa- 
rallels. 

It  will  be  much  to  the  glory  and  intereft  of 
the  Shining  Porte,  if  thou  fometimes,  by  an  ex- 
traordinary largefs,  raife  the  fortune  of  deferring 
men  ;  and  put  them  in  a  capacity  to  ferve  the 
Grand  Seignior  :  At  leaft,  fuch  bounty  will  oblige 
them  not  to  diflerve  him. 

Among  the  reft,  permit  me  to  recommend  the 
cafe  of  Ebnol  Barwana  Kayemas,  thy  country- 
man :  He  was  once  profefTor  of  a  Timariot,  but 
was  turn'd  out  by  Sultan  Ibrahim,  to  gratify  a 
creature  of  Schechir  Para :  Thou  know'ft  the 
life  of  that  infamous  woman.  I  fay  no  more. 

Paris,  z<\  of  the  5th  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1653. 


LET- 
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LETTER      XVI. 
To  the  Captain  Bafia. 

THOU  that  art  a  man  of  War,  delighteft, 
no  doubt,  to  hear  of  combats  and  battles  . 
And  I  to  tell  thee,  that  fince  the  beginning  of 
the  World  there  have  never  been  known  fuch 
dreadful  Sea-Fights,  as  during  the  prefent  War 
between  the  Englifh  and  Dutch.  It  feems  there 
is  an  emulation  fprung  up  in  the  -latter  :  They 
grudge  the  Inhabitants  of  Britain  the  Character, 
which  has  been  given  'em  from  all  Antiquity, 
"  Of  being  themoft  victorious  on  that  element  of 
"  any  nation  on  the  earth." 

'Tis  poflible  there  may  be  (bine  more  particu- 
lar grounds  for  their  prefent  Quarrel,  to  which  I 
am  a  ftranger  :  But  afluredly  they  have  purfued 
their  animofities  very  eagerly  on  both  fides  ;  and, 
let  the  occafion  be  what  it  will,  the  Dutch  arc 
ftill  lofers. 

I  fent  thee  an  account  of  a  Combat  between 
their  Fleets  laft  year,  fmce  which  they  have  had 
many  other  Engagements.  And  'tis  faid  herc» 
that,  during  this  War,  the  Englifh  have  taken 
from  the  Dutch  near  two  thoufand  Merchants 
veftels,  and  funk  and  burnt  many  of  their  fhips  of 
War,  flain  fome  of  their  chief  Commanders,  fpoil'd 
their  Trade,  and  reduced  'em  almoft  to  as  great 
freights,  as  when  they  firft  courted  the  protection 
of  the  Englifh  againfl  their  Sovereign  the  King 
of  Spain,  from  whom  they  had  then  newly  re- 
volted. 

But  the  moft  terrible  conflict  was  on  the  fe- 
cond  of  this  Moon,  wherein  the  Dutch  had  feven 
and  twenty  of  their  greateft  (hips  either  funk 
or  burnt,  two  thoufand  of  their  feamen  and 

VOL.  IV.  L  ibldicn 
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.Soldiers  killed,  and  a  thoufand  taken  prifojicrs, 
with  many  Captains.  That  great  General  Trump, 
whom  I  mention'd  in  my  laft,  was  llain  in  this 
Fight,  after  he  had  performed  prodigies  oi" valour. 

The  PYench  fay,  That,  during  tiie  heat  of  this 
engagement,  Trump,  being  exccffive  thirfty,  call'd 
for  a  bowl  of  wine  :  Which  his  fervant  had  no 
fooner  delivered  to  him,  but  a  cannon  bullet  took 
his.  hand  off"  juft  as  he  was  retiring  from  his 
Matter.  The  brave  General,  touch'd  with  a 
noble  companion,  fpilt  the  wine  on  the  deck, 
laying,  "  It  is  not  fit  that  I  fhould  quench  my 
44  thirft  .with  the  blood  of  a  faithful  flave."  And 
as  foon  as  he  had  fpoke  theie  words,  another 
bullet  took  from  him  the  power  of  ever  drinking 
again. 

If  fuch  an  accident  ftiould  happen  to  thee 
when  thou  fighteft  againft  the  Infidels,  know  for 
certain  that  thou  fhalt  be  immediately  tranfported 
to  the  green  and  ihady  Banks  of  the  Rivers  of 
Wine  in  Paradife,  where  thou  may'ft  drink  thy 
fill  in  eternal  lecurity :  For  he  that  dies  fighting 
for  the  Faith  is  a  Martyr. 

Paris,  tath  of  the  8th  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1653. 
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To  Sale  Tircheni    Ermin,    Superintendant 
of  the  Royal  Arfenal  at  Conftantinople. 

I  Remember  I  promifed  in  my  laft  to  give  thee  a 
farther  account  of  Pachicour,  the  famous  Pi- 
rate of  the  Black-Sea.     'Twere  eafy  to  perform 
it,    but    a  temptation    diverts    my    pen  another 
way, 

I  remember  when  thou  wert  Chiaus,  I  have 
heard  thee  fpeak  of  the  Kingdom  of  Tunis,  whi- 
ther thou  waft  fent  by  Sultan  Amurat,  to  com- 
nofe  the  differences  that  happen'd  between  the 
Dey  and  the  Divan  of  that  city.  At  the  fame 
time  thou  mad'ft  mention  of  a  certain  admirable 
Engine,  contrived  to  draw  up  Ships,  or  any  thing 
dfc  from  the  bottom  of  the  fea :  And  that  the 
Divan  of  Tunis  gave  to  the  Artift  who  fram'd  it 
an  hundred  thouiand  Piafters,  as  a  Reward  of  his 
ingenuity. 

1  have  read  in  a  certain  French  Author,  of  fuch 
another  device  at  Venice,  made  on  purpofe  to 
draw  up  the  famous  Carrac,  which  they  call'd 
the  Gallic  of  the  Sea.  This  Galleon  was  built  of 
a  monftrous  bulk,  more  for  (late  than  fervice; 
and  was  ovorturn'd  by  her  own  unwieldinefs,  as 
fhe  lay  at  anchor,  and  funk  to  the  bottom : 
From  whence  neither  that  forementioned  Engine, 
nor  all  the  art  of  man  could  raife  her.  Yet  the 
[kill  of  the  Engineer  ^was  highly  commended, 
and  the  Senate  honour'd  him  with  the  Title  of 
Clariffitno,  and  fettled  a  noble  Penfion  on  him  du- 
ring life. 

It  is  queftioned,  whether  the  States  of  Holland 

will  be  fo  liberal  to  a  certain  French  Engineer,  who 
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has  made  a  Ship  at  R-otterdam,  which,  they  fay, 
will  out-do  all  the  Miracles  of  Noah's  Ark. 

This  Ship  is  at  prefent  all  the  talk  at  Paris. 
Our  merchants  receive  letters  full  of  wonders 
from  the  Low-Countries,  concerning  this  whir- 
ligig of  a  veffel,  which  is  to  move  by  clock-work, 
without  fails,  oars,  rudder,  or  any  common  ma- 
rine tackle ;  yet  fhall  cut  her  way  through  the 
lea  with  a  fwifter.  progrefs  than  the  Moon  glides 
alon"-  the  Sky,  or  Bullet  out  of  a  Cannon.  This 
is  the  difcourfe  of  thofe  who  love  to  advance  all 
that  they  hear  to  the  height  of  a  Miracle  or 
Romance.  Yet,  'tis  certain,  the  Artift  has  pro- 
mis'd  it  fhall  equal  the  motion  of  feme  birds,  and 
run  twelve  leagues  an  hour.  Neither  winds  nor 
tides  fhall  forward  or  hinder  its  courfe,  which, 
depending  on  an  internal  principle  of  perpetual 
Motion,  is  to  be  directed  only  nt  the  pleafure  of 
him  who  manages  the  fprings  and  wheels.  So 
that  the  Matter  of  this  Veffel  fhall  be  able  with 
a  fingle  touch  of  his  hand,  to  turn  it  to  any  1  oint 
of  the  Compafs,  in  the  moft  boifterous  weather 
that  blows.  . 

This  Engineer  farther  enga-es,  that  his  Veflel 
{hall  make  a  voyage  to  the  Eaft-Indies  in  the  Re- 
volution of  a  Moon,  and  to  fome  Regions  of 
America  in  a  fourth  part  of  that  time.  If  he 
be  as  good  at  performance  as  he  is  at  promifmg, 
he  will  fail  round  the  Globe  at  this  rate  in  three 
Moons.  .  r  * 

In  farther  commendation  ofr  tnis  wonderful 
Machine,  'tis  faid,  that  by  a  new  invented  art,  it 
fhall  fecretly,  under  water,  difable  any  fhip,  pro- 
vided fh,  be  within  cannon-fhot ;  and  this  with  fo 
fudden  a  force,  that  in  the  fpace  of  fix  hours  it 
will  fucceflively  fink  a  fleet  of  an  hundred  Ships 

°  Moreover,  this  Artift,  to  appear  not  Ids  fubtle 
aeair.ft  the  Efforts  of  Heaven,  than  in  furpaihng 
ail  the  Inventions  on  Earth,  prormfes,  that  his 

miracu- 
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miraculous  VeiTel  (hall,  at  the  diftance  of  a  league 
cut  afunder  any  Spouts  or  Cataracts  of  waters, 
which  ufually  threaten  Mariners  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  other  leas. 

'Tis  pofllble  thou  art  very  well  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  thefe  fpouts,  and  the  danger  of 
fhips  that  fail  near  them.  Yet  give  me  leave 
to  inform  thee  what  I  have  heard  from  a  cer- 
tain Corfair,  who  has  often  met  with  them  in  the 
Levant. 

This  Pirate  tells  me,  that  a  Spout  is  a  kind  of 
Aqueduct  between  the  clouds  and  the  fea,  by 
which  thofe  pendulous  cifterns  above  are  reple- 
nifh'd  with  water  from  the  Ocean,  drawing  it  up 
as  through  a  pipe ;  which  feems  to  be  let  down 
for  that  end,  at  certain  feafons,  and  in  fome  par- 
ticular places,  where  the  water  boils  up  firit  above 
the  furface  of  the  briny  plain,  as  a  fignnl  to  thole 
thirfty  bladders,  to  make  a  defcent  there,  and  luck 
their  fill. 

If  this  be  true,  who  knows  but  that  all  the 
rain,  to  which  the  earth  is  indebted  for  its  ferti- 
lity, conies  thus  originally  from  the  fea  ?  For, 
it  may  be  made  frem,  either  in  its  firft  afcent 
through  the  rofcid  air,  or  after  its  reception  in- 
to the  clouds,  by  fome  hidden  Energy  of  that 
Element,  .or  the  natural  Force  of  the  Middle  Re- 
gion :  Or  at  leaft  by  fome  unknown  virtue,  per- 
haps not  inferior  to  that  by  which  the  waters  of  a " 
bitter  Lake  in  the  Defart  became  fweet  at  the  in- 
terceffion  of  our  Holy  Prophet,  when  the  whole 
army  of  the  primitive  MulTulmans  was  like  to 
have  perifh'd  of  third. 

And  then  how  will   the  Weftern  Philofophers 
difpofe  of  all  the  vapours  which  they  fay  are  ex-  • 
hal'd   from  this    globe,  and  afterwards   condens'c! 
into  clouds  ?   I  tell    thee  that's   but  a  loofe  no- 
tion of  fuch  retentive  bodies,  as  the  clouds  feem 
_to  be.     And  'twould  tempt  one  to  afk,  What  the 
vefiels  are  made  of  which   hold  thofe    condens'd 
L  3  exha- 
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exhalations,  fo  that  they  do  not  fall  at  once  upon 
our  heads  and  overwhelm  us,  but  only  diftil  in 
fmall  fucceffive  fhowers  drop  by  drop,  to  refrefti 
the  barren  parts  of  the  earth,  and  ferve  the  ne- 
cefuties  of  men  ?  And  why  the  rains  fall  in  the 
Indic-j,  and  other  Regions  of  the  Eaft,  whole 
Moons  together  without  intermiflion,  the  reft  of 
the  year  being  dry  :  Whereas  in  other  countries 
the  periods  of  the  weather's  alterations  are  un- 
certain, and  in  fome  parts  it  feldom  or  never  rains 
at  all. 

Doubtlefs,  the  Works  of  the  Omnipotent  are  in- 
fcrutable  :  And  though  it  may  be  an  argument 
of  a  great  wit,  to  give  ingenious  reafons  for  many 
wonderful  appearances  in  nature ;  yet  'tis  an  evi- 
dence of  fmail  piety  or  judgment,  to  be  pofitive  in 
any  thing,  but  the  acknowledgment  of  our  own 
ignorance. 

Now,  I  have  made  as  wide  an  excurfiori  from 
my  firft  difcourfe,  as  the  Maulla  did,  who  began 
an  Oration  in  praife  of  Noah's  ark,  and  ended 
with  telling  a  tale  of  an  Armenian  Wheel-Bar- 
row. But  I  will  not  forget  that  I  was  fpeaking 
of  the  promife  which  the  Rotterdam  Engineer  has 
made  of  his  Machine,  That  it  fhould  effectually 
break  all  the  force  of  Spouts ;  which  would  ren- 
der him  very  ferviceable  to  Merchants,  as  a  Con- 
voy to  defend  them  from  thofe  terrible  bugbears 
to  failors.  For  the  Corfair  tells  me,  That  thefe 
Spouts  very  often  occafion  fhipwrecks  ;  either  by 
entangling  the  mafts  of  a  fhip,  and  fo  overturning 
it ;  or,  by  breaking  in  the  encounter,  overwhelm 
|t  with  water,  and  fo  fmk  it. 

He  fays  likewife,  that  the  Chriftian  Pirates  are 
accuftom'd  to  ufe  a  certain  Charm  againft  thefe 
Spouts.  They  have  a  knife,  whofe  haft  is  made 
of  the  bone  of  a  man's  right  arm  ;  and  every 
Veflel  is  bound  to  provide  one  or  two  of  thefe 
knives  when  they  loofe  from  the  fhore.  They 
buy  'em  of  certain  perfons  who  have  the  cha- 
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rafter  of  magicians  :  And  when  they  fee  a  Spout 
at  fome  diftance  from  'em  at  fea,  the  matter  of 
the  VefTel,  or  any  body  elfe,  takes  this  enchanted 
knife  in  his  right  hand,  and  holding  the  book 
of  their  Gofpel  in  his  left,  reads  fome  part  of  it, 
and  when  he  comes  to  a  certain  Verficle  which 
mentions  the  Incarnation  of  their  Meffiah,  he 
makes  a  motion  with  his  knife  towards  the  Spout, 
as  if  he  would  cut  it  in  two  ;  thereupon  imme- 
diately the  Spout  breaks  in  the  middle,  and  all  the 
inclos'd  water  falls  into  the  fea. 

But  I  tell  thee,  he  who  gives  credit  to  the  flon'es 
of  Cnarms,  or  the  projects  of  men  pretending  to 
excel  all  the  reft  of  their  race,  has  more  Faith  than 
is  requifite  to  him  who  reads  ./Efop's  Fables,  fnice 
in  ptrufmg  that  ingenious  Figment  we  are  cii'y 
defired  to  believe  the  MORAL. 

'Tis  thought  by  fome  that  this  Engineer  will, 
by  the  natural  clock-work  of  his  heels,  be  much 
more  nimble  than  his  veflel,  in  flying  the  dif- 
grace  which  will  attend  him,  if  his  fantaftic 
project  prove  unfuccefsful.  In  my  next  thou  fhalt 
hear  of  Pachicour. 


Paris,  i  zth  of  the  8th  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1653. 
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LETTER    XVIII. 
To  Murat,  Bafia. 

THE  Engli/h,  at  prefent,  make  the  greateft 
figure  and  noife  of  all  the  Nations  in  the 
Weft.  Spain,  Portugal,  and  even  France  itfelf, 
courts  the  fnemtthip  of  that  Ifland,  fmce  the  in- 
habitants have  form'd  themfelves  into  a  Common- 
wealth. It  appears  as  if  the  Englifh  were  but 
iiewly  awaken'd  to  a  fenfe  of  their  own  ftrength, 
and  by  thus  rouzing  themfelves  had  alarm'd  all 
their  Neighbours. 

However  it  be,  this  King  has  fent  an  AmbafTador 
to  the  Englifh  Court  to  break  the  Negotiation  of 
the  Spaniards  there,  and  to  eftablifh  a  Peace  be- 
tween England  and  France,  if  pofiible. 

OIK-  cannot  tell  what  to  make  of  the  Maxims  of 
thefe  Infidels.  For,  at  the  fame  time,  the  banifh'd 
Heir  of  the  Englifh  Crown  takes  his  Sanctuary  in 
this  Court,  where  he  is  carefs'd,  and  made  to  be- 
lieve great  Things  they  will  do  towards  his  Reftau- 
ratiou  :  But  Intereft  fuperfedes  all  Arguments  of 
Affection  and  Confanguinity.  There  are  more 
follicitous  here  for  the  fuccefs'of  the  Embaily,  than 
for  the  right  of  the  poor  exil'd  Prince.  He  is  cail'd 
the  King  of  Scotland,  having  been  folemnly 
crown'd  in  that  Kingdom  fmce  the  death  of  his 
father;  and>entering  into  England  with  an  army 
of  Scots,  was  routed  ;  and,  having  narrowly 
Scaped  the  trains  that  were  laid  for  his  liberty  ?nd 
life,  at  length  landed  in  th'.s  Kingdom,  where  he 
ho»bcen entertain'd  with  much  fecmir.g  affection. 
But  the  dread  they  are  under,  of  the  victorious  new 
Englifh  Commonwealth,  makes  'em  begin  to  talk 
of  his  departure  from  hence. 

The  Prince  of  Conde  has  taken  Rocroy  ;  wh'c'i 
was  the  firit  place  where  he  fignaiiz'd  his  arm,    in 
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the  Infant  Reign  of  this  King,  about  ten  years 
ago  ;  which  the  fuperftitious  interpret  as  an  Omen 
of  ill  Luck  to  the  King.  This  fort  of  people  are' 
led  by  Maxims  void  of  reafon,  and  fo  there  is 
no  regard  to  be  given  to  their  obfervations  :  Yet 
fome  of  the  wifer  fort  think  this  will  prove  a.  long 
War. 

That  which  amufes  people  moft,  is  the  fmall 
concern  the  Prince  of  Conti  and  the  Dutchefs  of 
Longueville  {hew  for  their  brother's  caufe.  For, 
while  the  King  was  on  his  march  againft  the 
Prince  of  Conde,  they  came  and  fubmitted  them- 
felves  to  him,  and  were  received  to  favour.  Thofe, 
who  are  apt  to  fufpe<£l  an  intrigue  in. every  thing, 
fay  that  this  reconciliation  if  only  feign'd  on  their 
part,  it  being  a  means  to  ferve  their  perfecuteJ 
brother  with  greater  fecurity  and  fuccefs.  Others 
are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  real-,  efpedally  on  the 
Prince  of  Conti's  part ;  fince  he.  and  his  brother 
had  never  any  good  underftanding. 

There  has  been  a  battle  lately  fought  between 
the  French  and  Spanifh.  forces  in  Italy  :  Wherein 
the  Spaniards  loft  twelve  hundred  men,  and  the: 
French  above  half  that  number  of  their  beft  fol- 
diers.  So  that  the  King  of- France  may  fay  with  a 
famous  General,  "  Victories  attended  with  fo  little 
"  advantage,  will  ruin -rather  than  enlarge  an  Em- 
"  pire." 

Baft  a,  in  the  midil  of.  thy  grandeur  I  wifh  thee 
health,  which  fweetens  the  word  events.  As  for; 
me,  I'm  like  one  hovering  between  two  worlds.. 

Paiis,  ijth  of  the  9th  Moon,, 
el  the  Year  16$}.. 
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LETTER    XIX. 

To  Afis,  Bafla. 

THE  Gods  of  the  Nazarenes,  one  would 
think,  were  ftudying  how  to  perplex  their 
Adorers.  Thefe  Weftern  Parts  abound  with 
prodigies  and  furpafiing  events.  More  efpeci- 
ally  the  Low-Countries  feel  the  Strokes  of  a 
Hand,  which  by  making  'em  fmart,  feems  to  put 
them  in  mind,  They're  too  high  in  their  own 
Conceit. 

For  feveral  weeks  we  have  been  alarm'd  from 
thence  with  the  tragical  ftories  of  mip  wrecks, 
inundations,  tempefts  of  thunder  and  lightening, 
not  ufual  at  this  time  of  the  yean  monftrous  Spec- 
tres feen  rifing  out  of  the  feas,  lakes,  and  rivers, 
Armies  in  the  Air,  with  Comets,  and  other  won- 
derful Apparitions. 

The  States  of  the  United  Provinces  have  loft  by 
wreck  fixteen  Ships  of  War,  and  thirty-feven 
Merchant  VefTels.  It  looks  as  if  JEolus  and  Nep- 
tune, the  chief  Gods  of  the  Hollanders,  had  en- 
ter'd  into  a  League  to  punifli  'em  for  ilruggling 
againft  their  Kate,  whim  they  maintain  a  Fleet  to 
brave  and  plunder  the  Englifh,  under  whole  fha- 
ilow  they  nrft  rofe  to  a  power  they  fo  ungratefully 
tow  poliefs. 

For,  befides  thefe  lofles  at  fea,  the  winds  and 
waves  have  confpir'd  to  break  down  their  very 
Banks,  the  only  guard  they  have  againft  that  en- 
cvoiiching  Element.  All  the  Low-Countries  are 
iivei  whelrn'd  with  water  :  Infomuch  as,  five  miles 
within  land  from  Oftend,  there  has  been  found  a 
Whale  newly  caft  up,  liven  times  as  long  as  a 

This 
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This  the  Infidels  look  on  as  a  great  Prodigy,  and 
the  Fore-runner  of  fome  ilrange  Revolution  ;  tho* 
it  is  but  a  natural  event,  and  frequently  happens 
in  thofe  feas  where  Whales  are  more  plentiful. 
The  Naturalifts  fay,  that  this  King  of  the  Scaly 
Nations  never  makes  his  progrefs  through  the  feas 
without  his  Guide ;  which  is  a  certain  Imall  fifh, 
that  always  fwims  before  him,  and  gives  him  warn- 
ing of  flats  and  mallows,  upon  which  he  of- 
ten ftrikes,  and  fometimes  on  the  main  mores, 
if  this  little  Guide  chance  to  be  devour'd  by 
any  other  fifh,  or  come  to  other  mifhap.  And 
this  may  be  the  reafon,  why  fo  many  Whales 
are  found  on  the  fands  when  the  tide  ebbs. 
They  fay  alfo,  that  when  this  little  fifh  is  in- 
clin'd  to  reft,  it  retires  into  the  Whale's  belly, 
repofmg  itfelf  there  for  fome  time  ;  during  which 
the  Whale  refts  alfo,  not  daring  to  venture  for- 
ward, till  his  Guide  comes  forth,  and  leads  the 
way.  If  this  be  true,  it  feems  as  if  there  were 
a  league  or  friendfhip  contracted  between  thefe 
two,  they  mutually  performing  all  the  neceflary 
offices  of  love  and  gratitude.  And  how  this  can 
be  done  without  fome  Species  of  Reafon,  I  can- 
not comprehend. 

Let  them  at  the  Port  call  me  Mincfih,  or  what 
they  pleafe,  I  cannot  forbear  doing  this  juftice 
to  the  Fifh  of  the  Sea,  as  well  as  to  the  Ani- 
mals on  Earth,  to  acknowledge,  that  either  they 
are  endued  with  a  kind  of  Reafon  ;  or  that 
Faculty,  which  we  call  fo  in  men,  is  no  other 
than  fenfe.  If  the  Brutes  perform  many  things 
without  any  deliberation  or  counfcl,  fo  no 
moft  men  :  And  no  man  can  demonftrate,  that 
even  thofe  dumb  beings  do  not  advife  and  pro- 
jecl:,  before  they  attempt  any  thing  of  moment 
towards  their  own  prefervation,  or  the  fer- 
vicc  of  others.  And  if  tHey  feem  to  do  many 
things  raflily,  it  may  be  attributed  to  the  quiek- 
neis  and  vivacity  of  their  Senie,  which  nea's 

not 
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not  the  flow  and  phlegmatic  methods  of  human 
counfel. 

Suffer  thefe  Digreflions,  courteous  BafTa  ;  and, 
fmce  I  have  led  thee  fo  far  out  of  the  road,  take 
but  another  ftep,  and  I'll  {hew  thee  a  great  Mo- 
narch, who  commands  millions  of  men,  carried 
away  captive  by  a  filly  Beaft. 

The  King  of  France,  t'other  day,  as  he  was 
a  hunting,  difcharg'd  a  fowling-piece  at  a  Par- 
tridge on  the  wing.  The  bird  drop'd,  and  the 
Monarch,  eager  to  take  up  his  game,  gave  the 
reins  to  his  horfe,  who  ran  away  v/ith  him 
over  a  great  plain,  for  the  fpace  of  half  a  league. 
And  had  not  the  King  fallen  off,  within  fix 
paces  of  a  great  chafm  or  hole  of  the  earth, 
he  would  have  been  carried,  for  aught  I  know, 
to  keep  company  with  Horatius  Curtius,  the 
venturous  Roman,  of  whofe  exploits  thou  haft 
heard  ;  for  the  furious  fteed  not  being  aware 
of  the  danger  before  him,  as  foon  as  he  had 
caft  the  King  gallop'd  full  fpeed  into  the  gap- 
ing Precipice,  and  was  never  more  heard  of. 

This  the  Priefts  cry  up  for  a  miraculous  efcapc 
and  prefage,  "That  the  King  is  referv'd  by  Pro- 
"  vidence  for  great  things." 

The  King  of  Portugal  has  an  Ambaffador  here, 
who  in  his  Mailer's  name  propofes  a  match  be- 
tween this  King  and  the  Infanta  of  Portugal,  prof- 
fering four  millions  of  crowns  as  her  Dowry. 
Bu  the  Court  entertains  this  motion  coldly,  the 
Cardinal  being  averfe,  for  what  reafon  is  not 
known  j  for  the  Infanta  has  an  illuftrious  cha- 
racter, and  known  to  be  a  Princefs  of  incompa- 
rable virtue. 

This  Minifter  is  managing  a  match  of  nearer 
concern  to  himfelf,  deligning  to  marry  one  of 
his  nieces  to  the  Prince  of  Conti,  brother  to 
the  Prince  of  Conde.  And  'tis  faid,  this 
Prince  receives  the  Cardinal's  propofals  with 
lefs  fcorn,  than  did  the  Count  of  Soiflbns 

thofe 
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thofe  of  Cardinal  Richlieu,  on  the  like  occa- 
lion. 

Here  is  a  rumour,  as  if  the  Prince  of  Conde 
would  be  condemn'd  by  a  Procefs  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  that  he  will  be  put  to  death  in 
Effigy. 

T^his  indignity  is  common  among  the  Infidels, 
who  elleem  whatfoever  Honour  and  Difgrace  is 
ihewn  to  Images,  as  done  to  the  Perfons  whom 
they  reprefent.  They  have  no  other  excufe  for 
their  Worfhip  of  Things  made  by  the  Hands  of 
Men  like  themfelves,  but  that  it  is  purely  relative, 
and  centers  in  the  Prototype. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Prince  of  Conde's  friends 
and  wcll-wifhers  fmile  at  his  imaginary  death  ; 
knowing,  that,  if  no  effectual  ftroke  of  Fate  carry 
him  out  of  the  world,  he  will  beat  the  head  of 
a  potent  army  in  the  Spring,  to  put  many  to  death 
in  reality,  and  by  the  edge  of  the  fword,  who  fight 
for  his  enemies. 

A  while  ago  a  man  was  imprifon'd  here  by  his 
own  folly  ;  having  voluntarily  declar'd,  that  he 
was  hir'd  by  this  Prince  to  aflaflinate  Cardinal  Ma- 
zarini. 

I  have  formerly  fpoken  of  the  Count  d'  Har- 
court,  and  the  diigrace  he  was  in  at  this  Coiut, 
for  not  continuing  the  fiege  of  Lonu'a,  a  ftrong 
Hold  of  the  Spaniards  in  Catalonia.  The  Gene- 
ral is  a  brave  man,  and  has  done  eminent  f..r- 
vices  to  the  Crown  of  France.  It  is  no  wonder, 
therefore,  that  he  laid  to  heart  the  coldnefs,  and 
contempt  with  which  he  was  receiv'd  at  his  re- 
turn from  that  unfortunate  campaign.  Great 
Souls  are  to  be  carefs'd  with  more  than,  ordi- 
nary affection  in  their  adverfe  fortunes  ;  and 
faithful  fervants  ought  not  to  be  reproach'd 
with  every  faife  flep  or  ill  fuccefs  in  their  af- 
fairs. The  Count  refenting  the  King's  car- 
riage towards  him,  removed  himfelf  from  the 
Court,  and  then  out  of  the  Kjngdom.^  defigti- 
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ing,  as  is  fuppofed,  to  ferve  the  Emperor  of  Ger- 
many. 

Laft  week  his  two  fons,  that  were  detain'd  as 
Hollages  in  this  city,  made  their  efcap-  ;  the  Duke 
of  Lorrain  having  promifed  to  give  the  eldeft  his 
daughter  in  marriage. 

The  Duke  roves  up  and  down  like  a  Free-Booter, 
with  an  army  of  Banditti  at  his  heels. 

Renown' d  Afis,  I  make  an  humble  and  affec- 
tionate obeifance  :  wifhing  thee  as  many  years  of 
life,  as  thou  canft  pafs  without  languifliing  for 
death. 


Paris,  lyth  of  the  nth  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1653. 


LETTER     XX. 

To  the  Dgebe  Nafir,  Baffa. 


THOU  fucceedcft  a  righteous  Minifter,  ChU 
urgi  Muhammet  :  I  wifh  thee  a  furplufage 
of  happinefs  ;  which  thou  wilt  not  fail  to  p  .["- 
fefs  if  thou  inheriicft  the  virtues  of  that  Bafla, 
as  well  as  his  Office.  May  his  Soul  now  tafte  the 
reward  of  his  ju(t  life !  And  I  doubt  not  but 
he  has  made  an  happy  experience  of  my  wilhes. 
He  fits  down  in  quiet  under  the  Tree  of 
Eden ;  his  head  encompafs'd  with  a  Garland 
of  Flowe  s,  which  never  fade ;  vefted  with  the 
immarcelcible  Crimfon,  and  Purple  of  Para- 
dife.  He  repofes  on  his  Bed  of  Delight,  whilft 

beau- 
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beautiful  Pages  ferve  him  in  Veflels  of  Gold, 
let  round  with  S:iphires  and  Emeralds  :  H^ 
drinks  the  dele&able  wine  which  never  inebri- 
ates ;  and  eats  of  the  Fruits,  every  morfel  of 
which  prolongs  his  life  for  a  thoufand  Ages. 
He  hears  nothing  but  the  voices  of  fuch  as 
are  full  of  benediction  and  joy.  The  Virgins 
of  Pa-radife  falute  him  with  a  grace  which  can- 
not be  exprefs'd.  They  ch?.nt  to  the  new- 
come  Gueits  Songs  of  immortal  Love.  To  the 
irranger  from  Earth,  they  tell  their  paffions  in- 
ftrains  which  ravifh  his  heart.  He  is  diflolv'd 
in  a  thoufand  Ecftacies.  This  is  the  Reward 
of  a  pious  Mullulrv.ui,  a  wife  Minifter,  a  juft 
Judge  of  the  F:'it!ifu>.  Follow  his  example,  and 
thou  (halt  be  trail llated  into  his  company  :  For 
he  is  in  a  goodly  place,  near  the  fpring-head  of 
perfect  blifs. 

Thou  wilt  expeft  fome  news  from  me,  as 
a  teftimony  of  my  refpecl:.  And  I  cannot  pre- 
tend there  is  none  itirring,  at  a  juncture  when  all 
this  part  of  the  world  is  fo  full  of  Action,  or  at 
leaft  of  Counfels. 

Here  have  been  great  rejoicings  lately  for  the 
taking  of  St.  Menehoud,  a  ftrong  town  in  the 
hands  of  the  Prince  of  Conde.  All  the  Of- 
ficers of  the  French  King's  army  endeavoured 
to  diiTuade  him  from  the  fiege  of  this  place  ; 
but  Cardinal  Mazarini  over-rul'd  their  argu- 
ments, and,  having  reprov'd  their  groundlefs 
fears,  caus'd  it  to  be  inverted  and  attack'd  the 
22d  of  the  loth  Moon.  Some  fay  he  had  a 
party  there ;  yet  it  held  out  'till  the  2/th  of 
the  laft  Moon,  at  which  time  it  was  furren- 
der'd  upon  Articles  to  the  King,  who  was  there 
in  perfon,  with  his  brother  the  yoi.ng  Duke  of 
Anjou,  the  Queen,  the  Cardinal,  and  the  whole 
Court.  They  return'd  to  this  city  the  gth  of 
this  prefent  Moon. 

They  were  receiv'd  with  great  acclamations, 

and 
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and  feeming  joy,  by  thofe  who  would  have 
triumph'd  more  heartily,  had  they  been  defeat- 
ed, or  forc'd  to  raife  the  Siege.  For  the  ci- 
tizens of  Paris  wiih  well  to  the  Prince  of 
Ccnd-'s  arms,  not  fo  much  out  of  love  to 
him,  as  in  hatred  of  his  enemy  the  Cardinal 
Minifter.  And  they  are  fenfible,  That  this 
fuccefsful  fiege  will  redound  wholly  to  the  Car- 
dinal's honour,  by  whofe  Ible  orders  the  place  was 
inverted. 

It  is  difcours'd,  that  this  Minifter  has  fome 
new  defign  on  foot,  to  conquer  the  Kingdom 
of  Naples.  This  is  certain,  a  mighty  Fleet  is 
fitting  out  to  fea  :  Whither  bound  no  man  knows 
but  thofe  of  the  Cabinet,  among  whom  the  Car- 
dinal is  chief. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  common  people  liften 
after  certain  Prodigies  that  have  been  feen  in 
tiie  air.  They  fay,  a  flaming  Sword  appear'd 
lately  to  rife  in  the  North,  and  take  its  courfe  ' 
South  -  Eaft ward.  From  whence  people  mak-e 
various  Prognoftics,  as  their  paffions  or  inter- 
efts  in fpire  them.  Some  are  of  opinion  i ^  pre- 
fages  the  Conqueft  of  Naples  by  the  King's 
arms.  Oihcrs  apply  it  to  the  new  Common- 
wealth of  England,  and  to  the  victorious  fwortl. 
of  Oliver  ;  who,  from  General  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  army,  is  now,  in  this  very  Moon,  ex- 
alted: to  the  Height  of  Sovereign  Power, 
governing  the-  Nations  of  England,  Scotland,  '< 
and  Ireland,  under  the  Title  of  their  Protec- 
tor. 

Here  are    divers  of  his   Subjects  in   this  city; 
and  other- Engliih,  Scots,  and  Irifh,  who  embrace 
the  intereft  of  Charles,  the  fon  of  their  late  mur-  . 
cler'd  King,  who  has  been  fince  crown'd  King  of. 
the  Scots.     They  give   a    different   character  of, 
Oliver  ;  yet  ail  agree,  that  he  is  a  wife  Statefinan  ; 
and  a  great  General. 

The    Scotch    King's     party    fpeak    contemp- 
tible- 
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tible  of  Oliver's  birth  and  education  :  Yet  thou 
knoweft  this  hinders  not,  but  he  may  be  a 
man  of  courage  and  virtue.  They  relate  many 
odd  paflages  of  his  Youth,  which  feem  to 
me  fo  many  evidences  of  an  extraordinary 
.Genius,  and  that  he  is  a  perfon  of  a  deep 
reach. 

He  tamper'd  with  feveral  religious  Factions 
in  England^  counterfeiting  an  exquifite  piety, 
whereby  he  firft  rais'd  himfelf  a  name  among 
the  Zealots  of  that  Nation,  who  loolc'd  upon 
him  there  as  a  very  holy  perfon,  and  one  mark'd 
out  by  Deftiny  for  great  undertakings. 

He  foon  got  a  confiderable  Command  in  the 
army  of  the  Revolters  ;  where  he  fignaliz'd 
himfelf  by  many  brave  actions,  which  fpoke 
him  a  man  of  an  invincible  courage,  and  ad- 
mirable conduct.  So  that  at  length  none  was 
thought  more  fit  than  he  to  be  General.  In 
fine,  he  acquitted  himfelf  ib  gallantly  in  that 
high  Office,  and  has  fo  wrought  himfelf  in- 
to the  affections  of  the  people,  that  they  now 
look  upon  him  as  a  Prophet  or  Saviour ;  and 
the  Divan,  or  Parliaments  of  that  Nation, 
have  conferr'd  on  him  the  Sovereign  Autho- 
rity. 

Thofe  of  the  Englift,  which  are  affected  to 
his  interefr,  fpeak  great  things  in  his  praife, 
They  call  him  another  Moles  or  Jofhua  ; 
they  prefer  him  to  Hannibal,  Scipio,  and  even 
to  the  Great  Alexander.  It  is  difficult  for 
them  to  fpeak  of  him  without  Hyperboles.  'Tis 
fiiid  .the  king  of  France  will  court  his  friend- 
Ihip.  Indeed  all  the  neighbouring  countries 
ftand  in  awe  of  this  fuccefsrul  Hero.  And  the 
Hollanders,  who  are  the  only  people  that  dtirft 
engage  in  a  War  with  the  Englim  Common- 
wealth, now  feek  fr,r  a  Peace,  .fmce  he  is  inverted 
with  the  fupreme  Authojity. 

In  the  mean  time  the  poor  exil'd  King  of 

the 
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the  Scots  takes  fanc~hiary  in  this  Court,  with 
his  mother  the  late  Queen  of  England,  and 
his  brother,  whom  they  call  the  Duke  of  York. 
The  French  King  allows  them  all  very  confide- 
rable  Penfions  ;  and  the  latter  has  fome  Command 
in  his  Army  in  Flanders.  There  is  another  bro- 
ther alfo  ;  but  little  talk'd  of  as  yet,  being  the 
youngeft  of  the  three. 

They  are  gencroully  cntertain'd  here,  it  be- 
ing the  peculiar  honour  of  this  Court  to  be 
a  hofpitable  Rerugc  to  Princes  in  difhef?.  Yet 
obferving  men  fay,  th-j  King  will  in  time  grow 
weary  of  his  Royal  Guelts  ;  it  being  very 
chargeable  to  rraintain  them  and  their  bur- 
den fome  retinue.  Be/ides),  he  v/ill  have  fotne 
reafon  of  ilate  to  difeard  them,  if  he  enters  into  a 
league  with  Oliver,  the  new  Englifh  Sovereign, 
who  is  courted  en  all  hands. 

Eiiachim  the  Jew  (of  whom  thou  wilt  hear 
in  the  Divan)  is  juft  come  into  my  cham- 
ber, and  brings  me  word,  That  there  is  an 
cxprefs  newly  arriv'd,  who  informs  the  Queen 
of  a  defeat  given  to  the  Spaniards  near  a  city 
called  Roz.es,  which  they  had  befieged  in  Ca- 
talonia. The  French  were  going  to  the  re- 
lief of  this  place,  and  the  Spaniards  fet  upon 
them  in  their  march,  but  were  beaten  into 
their  trenches  ;  from  whence  they  fled  by  night, 
leaving  three  hundred  Spaniards  on  ^the  fpot,  al- 
moft  two  thoufand  prifoners,  and  all  their  cannon 
and  baggage. 

This  has  put  the  Court  into  a  jolly  hu- 
mour. Nothing  but  revelling  and  dancing  em- 
ploys their  time  :  The  young  King  taking 
great  delight  in  balls,  mafques,  and  fuch  re- 
creations ;  having  left  oft"  hunting,  ever  fincc 
his  horfe  ran  away  with  him  in  the  tenth 
Moon  of  this  year,  after  he  had  fhot  a  Par- 
tridge.. Whereof  I  have  fpoken  already  in  one  o£ 
my  letters. 

The 
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The  great  GOD  preferve  thee  from  Precipices, 
Poifon,  the  Glances  of  a  Witch,  and  from  be- 
ing canoniz'd  a  Martyr  in  a  String  :  And,  for 
other  deaths,  thou  haft  Virtues  enough  to  en- 
counter 'em  bravely. 

Paris,  joth  of  the  xath  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1653* 
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BOOK    IV. 

LETTER      I. 

To  Bedredin,  Superior  of  the  Convent  of 
Derviches,  at  Cogni  at  Natolia. 

WHEN  I  firft  open'd  thy  venerable  letter, 
my  heart  on  a  fudden  became  frefh  as  a 
garden  of  rofes  or  fields  of  cinnamon  and  myrrh, 
vvhofe  odours  are  exhal'd  hy  the  Weft  wind.  In 
my  breaft  there  fprung  a  fountain  of  joy,  ferene 
as  cryftaJ,  and  refraining  as  the  v/aters  of  Eu- 
phrates. 

I  contemplate  thee  as  a  Cedar  among  the  trees 
of  the  Foreft,  or  as  the  durable  Oak  or"  the  De- 
fart.  May  Heaven  prolong  thy  life,  till  the  Sound 
of  the  Trumpet ! 

The  commands,  with  which  thou  haft  honour'd 
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me,  came  in  an  acceptable  hour.  I  have  receiv'd 
them  with  a  complacency  which  I  cannot  exprefs. 
My  eyes  were  fo  hx'd  on  the  lines  of  great  puritv, 
that  1  could  not  for  a  long  time  take  them  orF. 
Thou  haft  hit  the  mark  of  my  affection,  in  em- 
ploying me  to  write  what  the  moft  impartial  Hifto- 
rians  fay  of  Jefus,  the  fon  of  "Mary,  the  Chriilian 
Meffias. 

That  holy  Prophet  was  honour'd  by  his  very 
enemies.  Jofephus,  a  learned  Jew,  who  liv'd  in 
his  time,  and  wrote  the  Hiftory  of  that  Nation, 
makes  worthy  mention  of  him. 

So  did  many  cf  the  Gentile  Philofophers, 
though  they  oppos'd  his  Difciples  and  Followers. 
Porphyry,  whom  the  Chriitians  commonly  re- 
pute as  a  bitter  enemy  to  his  Profeflion,  yet  calls 
Jefus,  Wife,  Blelled,  and  Divine.  That  Sage 
was  exafperated  againft  a  certain  Sect  of  Naza- 
renes  in  his  time,  whom  they  call'd  Gnoftics. 
Thefe  corrupted  the  Doctrines  of  Plato,  and  the 
Theology  of  the  Ancients  ;  wantonly  mixing  hu- 
man fables  with  divine  truth.  Againft  thefe 
Porphyry  iharpen'd  his  pen,  and,  not  making 
a  difference  between  them  and  other  Chriftians, 
drew  upon  himfelf  the  ill-will  of  them  all.  Yet 
he  retain'd  a  profound  attachment  for  the 


. 

Would'ft  them  know  the  circumfhnces  of  this 
Holy  Prophet's  birth  ?  They  were  glorious  even 
in  obfcuriry.  For,  though  his  father  and  mo- 
ther were  then  upon  the  road  to  Jerufalem,  ftran- 
gers  at  Bethlehem,  and  forc'd  for  want  of  room 
m  the  Caravancera  to  lodge  in  a  ftable  with  an 
ox  and  an  afs,  where  the  Aleffias  was  born,  and 
laid  in  a  manger  ;  yet  in  this  contemptible  ftate 
there  came  fome  of  the  Magi  out  of  Perfia  and 
Chaldsa,  who  brought  Prefents  to  the  Holy  In- 
fant ;  and  having  laid  at  his  feet  gold,  myrrh, 
and  incenfe,  they  proftrated  themfelves  on  the 
ground,  and  nraiied  GOD,  the  Moft  High  King 
5  of 


S33        LETTERS   WRIT  BY 

of  All,  in  that  he  had  honour'd  them  with  a  fight 

of  the  Meflias. 

This  was  in  the  43d  Year  of  the  Reign  of  Au- 
guftus  Caefar  the  Roman  Emperor ;  at  which  time 
one  Herod  was  Prefident  of  Judea.  This  man 
being  inform'd,  that  certain  noble  Strangers  were 
come  out  of  the  Eaft  to  Jerufalem,  he'fent  for 
them,  and  requiring  the  occafion  of  fo  tedious  a 
journey,  they  gave  him  this  anfwer. 

"  Peace  be  to  thee,  O  Sultan  :  There  was  of 
"  old  time  a  Prophet  of  great  fame  in  our  Na- 
*'  tion ;  who,  among  other  predictions  that  have 
"  fince  come  to  pafs,  left  alfo  this  in  writing. 

"  That  in  Paleftine  fhould  be  born  a  Child  of 
"  heavenly  Race,  who  would  rule  over  the  great- 
"  eft  part  of  the  world  ;  and  by  this  fign  ye 
*4  fhall  know  the  time  and  place  of  his  birth  : 
"  A  ftrange  Star  ftiall  appear  in  the  Firmament, 
"  which  {hall  dire<5t  you  to  the  very  houfe  where 
"  you  may  find  him.  When  therefore  ye  (hall 
"  behold  this  Star,  take  gold,  myrrh,  and  incenfe, 
"  and  following  the  conduct:  of  the  Star,  go  and 
"-offer  thefe  gifts  to  the  young  Child;  then  re- 
"  turn  immediately  to  your  own  country,  left  fome 
"  grievous  calamity  befall  you. 

"  Now  this  Star  has  appear'd  to  us,  we  are 
"  come  to  perform  what  was  commanded  us." 

Herod  fa  id  to  them,  "  Ye  have  done  well.  Go 
<c  therefore  and  fcek  diligently  for  the  Infant  ; 
"  and  when  you  have  found  him  come  and  tell 
"  me,  that  I  may  go  and  pay  homage  alfo." 

But  they  never  return'd  to  him  again.  Where- 
fore Herod  in  his  anger  and  jcaloufy  commanded 
all  the  Infants  in  Bethlehem  to  be  ftrangled,  that 
had  not  been  born  above  four  and  twenty  Moons. 
But  the  father  and  the  mother  of  the  Holy  In- 
fant fled  away  with  him  into  the  Land  where 
it  never  rains,  the  fame  night  that  the  Magi 
came. 

What  I  here  relate  to  thee,  fage  Bedredin,  is 
3  taken 
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taken  out  of  approved  Hiftorians,  for  many  among 
the  Gentiles  wrote  of  thefe  things  befides  the 
Chriftians. 

There  was  a  Roman  Philofopher  much  about 
the  fame  time,  a  man  in  great  efteemwith  Caefar; 
to  whom  he  wrote  a  letter,  wherein  he  men- 
tions the  coming  of  the  Magi  after  this  man- 
ner. "  Certain  oriental  Perfians,  fays  he,  have 

*  fet  foot  within  the  limits  of  thy  Empire,  brin°-- 
'  ing   prefents    fit   only  for   Kjngs,    to  a  certain 
'  Cnild  newly  born  in  the  Co  intr.y  of  the  Jews  ; 
'  but  who  this  Infant  is,  or  whofe  fon,  we  are  yet 

*  ignorant." 

Thou  feeft,  O  pious  Dervich,  that  the  Meflias 
appear'd  with  no  final  1  luftre,  even  in  his  Cra- 
dle ;  and,  in  his  early  years,  he  enter'd  into  the 
Temple,  and  difputed  with  the  Hebrew  Rabbi's, 
convincing  them  of  an  univerfal  defection  from 
the  primitive  Law  of  Mofes,  declaring  himfelf 
the  Meflias ;  and  yet  in  profound  humility  ac- 
knowledging, That  a  Prophet  fhould  come  after 
him,  who  would  -  e  preferred  before  him,  the 
duft  of  whofe  feet  he  was  not  worthy  to  kifs. 
This  parTage  the  Chriftians  have  perverted  to 
another  fenfe  j  but  the  true  Faithful  know  it  was 
fpoken  only  of  Mahomet,  the  SEAL  of  the  PRO- 
PHETS. 

The  time  would  fail  me,  to  recount  all  the 
ftupendous  actions  of  this  Man's  life :  And,  in 
calling  him  MAN,  I  imitate  his  own  example  ; 
fince  throughout  the  whole  he  never  called  him- 
felf GOD,  or  the  Son  of  GOD,  as  the  Chriftians 
do,  but  moft  frequently  gave  himfelf  he  Title  of 
the  Son  of  Man.  He  turn'd  water  into  wine, 
fed  five  thoufand  people  with  five  Cakes  and  two 
fmall  Tench  :  Heal'd  all  difeafes,  reftor'd  fight  to 
them  that  were  born  blind,  rais'd  the  dead,  went 
invifibly  through  crowds  of  his  enemies,  and, 
finally,  was  taken  up  into  Paradife. 

If  thou  would'ft  know  more  of  this  Holy  Pro- 
phet; 
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phet  ;  there  are  Hiftorians  who  fay,  He  was  ini- 
tiated in  the  Myfteries  of  the  Eflenes,  a  certain 
Seel:  among  the  Jews. 

That  nation,  it  feems,  was  then  divided  in- 
to feven  Clafles :  among  which,  this  of  the  Ef- 
fenes  was  none  of  the  leaft  confiderable,  as 
being  the  moft  religious  obfervers  of  the  Law. 
Their  converfation  was  full  of  humanity,  both 
among  themfelves,  and  towards  ftrangers ;  avoid- 
ing pleafures  as  enemies  to  the  mind,  and 
efteeming  charity  the  very  cement  of  all  vir- 
tues. Therefore  they  defpis'd  marriages,  as  an 
entanglement  to  men  devoted  to  contempla- 
tion. They  had  alfo  an  equal  contempt  for 
riches  :  No  man  of  this  Seel  call'd  any  thing 
his  own,  though  'twere  his  lawful  inheritance  ; 
but  their  poflemons  were  in  common  and  equally 
diftributcd. 

It  was  among  their  Myfteries,  to  anoint  their 
bodies  frequently  with  oil,  and  as  often  to  wafu 
'em  with  running  water.  They  neither  bought 
nor  fold,  nor  frequented  the  public  Places  ;  but 
every  one  communicated  freely  fuch  things  as 
he  poflefs'd,  to  him  that  flood  in  need.  Thus 
there  was  a  reciprocal  exchange  of  kindnefles 
and  affiftance,  according  to  every  one's  faculty 
and  power.  They  were  very  afliduous  in  watch- 
ing, fafting,  and  prayers,  curious  in  pbferving 
the  various  names  of  the  Angels,  which  they 
frequently  repeated,  invocatine  thofc  happy  Be- 
ings, as  the  Minifters  of  the  King  eternal  :  And 
thofc,  who  were  excrcis'd  in  this  kind  of  reli- 
gious life,  arriv'd  to  fo  great  a  conitancy  of 
mind,  that  neither  racks,  fire,  fword,  or  any 
other  tortures,  could  ever  move  'em  to  renounce 
their  Law,  or  fpeak  the  leaft  word  in  con- 
tempt of  their  Inftitution.  Nay,  they  would 
rather  fuffer  Martyrdom,  than  be  prevail'd  on 
to  tafte  of  any  thing  that  had  life  in  it.  For 
they  were  ftricl  obiervers  of  the  Law,  which 

com- 
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commands   perpetual    abftin  nee  from  an-  jf'icfli 
of  Animals. 

It  was  an  eftablifh'd  Article  of  Faith, 
foon  as  the  Union  of  foul  and  body  was  diilolv'd 
by  Death,  the  former  by  a  natural  inclination 
afccnds  to  the  fkies,  even  as  fparks  fly  upward 
when  freed  from  the  grofs,  earthly  matter  in  which 
they  lay  imprifon'd. 

I  have  here  give-  thee  a  fhort  and  true 
character  of  the  Emeries.  Of"  which  Sect  all 
Chriftians  own  the  Meffias  to  be  a  Favourer, 
if  not  Member  ;  in  regard  he  is  no  where 
recorded  to  have  upbraided  them  as  often  as  he 
did  the  Fharifees,  Sadducees,  Herodians,  and  the 
reft. 

Time  will  not  permit  me.  to  fay  more  at  pre- 
fent  concerning  that  venerable  Prophet.  But,  if 
thou  would 'ft  nave  a  perfect  Idea  of  all  his  vir- 
tue and  iandtity  of  life,  turn  thy  eyes  inward,  and 
fix  them  on  thyfclf.  For  thou  art  a  lively  Trail- 
fcript  of  the  Holy  Jefus.  ^ — 

Paris,  i ft  of  the  Tcit  Moon, 
of  the  Year  i  £34^ 


VOL.  IV.  ^^  LET- 
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LETTER     II. 

To   the  Venerable   Mufti. 


THOU  haft  heard  of  the  Jefuits,  an  Order 
ofNazarene  Dervifes.  All  Europe  abounds 
with  them  ;  and  they  have  attempted  to  fettle 
themfelves  at  the  fublime  Port,  and  feveral  places 
of  Afia  :  Befides  their  actual  pcfleffions  in  the 
Indies,  where  they  are  very  numerous  and  power- 
ful. They  are  efteem'd  the  richeft  Order  of 
the  Roman  Church,  tho'  the  Conftitutions  of 
their  Founder  oblige  them  to  perpetual  Poverty-. 
But  what  will  not  the  facred  hunger  of  gold  teirpt 
men  to  ?  For  the  fake  of  this  charming  metal, 
they  can  difpenfe  with  antiquated  Laws  £nd  .dull 
melancholy  Vows. 

Thefe  religious  perfons  have  lately  fpread  about 
a  Letter  in  print,  which  they  pretend  comes  from 
one  of  their  Order  in  America. 

This  Difpatch  relates  a  ftrange  accident  that 
has  happen'd  at  the  Sepulchre  of  our  holy 
Prophet,  (upon  whom  reft  the  Favours  of  the 
Eternal.)  For  it  affirms,  That,  in  the  eighth 
Moon  of  the  laft  year,  the  Shrine  which  con- 
tains the  Body  of  the  heavenly  Miflioner,  fell 
from  the  roof  of  the  facred  Mofque,  to  which, 
they  fay,  it  adher'd  by  virtue  of  a  Magnet, 
faften'd  in  the  Centre  of  the  Arch  ;  and  that, 
at  the  fame  time,  the  Pavement  of  the  Temple 
open'd,  and  fwallow'd  up  that  venerable  Ark, 
wherein  was  repofited  the  moft  holy  Reliques  in 
the  world.  And  that  from  the  Chafm  there 
iflued  out  a  flame  like  that  of  Sulphur,  accom- 
pany'd  with  fuch  a  fmoke  and  intolerable  ftench, 

as 
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as  causM  all  the  Pilgrims  that  were  prefent  to 
fwoon  away  :  Whereupon  many  of  them  are  fmce 
turn'd  Chriftians. 

1  his  forgery  is  believ'd  here  by  thofe  who  never 
examine  any  thing  their  Priefts  tell  them,  but 
take  all  on  truft.  The  common  people  blefs 
themfelves  in  that  they  were  born  of  ChrifHan 
parents,  and  not  of  the  Difcip'.es  of  that  wicked 
Importer  :  So  they  blafpheme  the  Man  in  whom 
the  Promifes  of  their  Mcfiias  are  verified,  when 
he  faid,  "  He  would  intercede  with  GOD  to 
*'  fend  a  Prophet  who  fhould  lead  'em  into  all 
"  truth." 

They  would  never  be  at  the  pains  or  coft  to 
examine,  whether  the  foundation  of  this  ftory  be 
true  or  falfe.  All  the  Muflulmans  who  have  been 
at  that  Holy  of  Holies  know,  that  the  Body  of 
our  Divine  Law-giver  repofes  in  a  Sepulchre, 
built  after  the  fame  manner  as  the  Tombs  of 
our  auguft  Emperors,  and  other  Dormitories  of 
the  Great :  Only  with  this  difference,  that  it 
furpaifes  ail  the  Monumenjf  of  the  world  in  the 
invaluable  richnefs  of  its  ornaments,  the  gifts  of 
cl-vout  Muflulman  Princes.  There  appears  al- 
ways fuc'h  an  infupportable  luftre  of  gold  and  pre- 
cious (tones,  in  every  angle  of  that  myfrerious  re- 
cefs  as  may  well  dazzle  the  eyes  of  mortal  Specta- 
tors, fmce  the  Angels  themfelves  are  forc'd  to  be 
veil'd  within  thofe  majeftic  walls. 

Hence  it  is  not  hard  to  fuppofe,  that  the  cir- 
cular Refractions  of  fuch  a  glittering  Orb  of  Jewels 
might  create  the  refetnblance  of  a  Tomb  fufpend- 
ed  in  the  air,  or  cleaving  to  the  roof  of  that  glo- 
rious Edifice,  deceiving  the  eyes  of  fome  ignorant, 
but  devout  Muflulmans,  from  whom  this  magne- 
tic Fable  firft  took  its  origin.  However  it  be,  no 
man  of  common  Faith,  or  but  ordinary  fenfe,  will 
believe,  that  GOD,  who  has  for  fo  many  ages 
protected  the  Sepulchre  of  his  Apoftle  and  Fa- 
vourite, verifying  therein  the  Prophecy  of  Mahomet 
M  2  himfelf, 
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himfelf,  who  foretold,  as  did  other  Prophets  be- 
fore him,  "  That  the  Place  of  his  reft  fhould  b; 
"  glorious,  and  that  the  greateft  Monnrchs  of  the 
"  earth  fhould  vifit  it:"  I  fay  no  man  will  believe 
that  GOD  would  at  length  fuller  fo  vile  a  di  (grace 
to  happen  to  the  Tomb  of  his  Meflenger,  thei  Re- 
fuge of  Sinners. 

But  the  Nazarenes  will  believe  any  thing  fave 
the  truth.  They  are  given  up  to  a  Spirit  of  De- 
lufion  and  Error,  incapable  of  light  and  inftruc- 
tion. 

Thus  I  leave  'em  till  the  Day  of  Alarm,  and 
the  Hour  of  Scrutiny  ;  when  the  An:.  'Is  of  the 
Tcft  fhall  enter  the  Graves,  and,  having  made 
experiment  of  every  man's  Works  and  Faith,  fhall 
give  the  Juft  a  Regifter  of  their  Virtues  in  their 
Right  hand,  but  to  the  Wicked  in  their  Left  hand, 
a  black  Record  of  their  Sins. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  proftrate  myfelf  before 
thee,  begging,  that,  when  thou  turned  thy  Face 
to  the  Houfe  of  Ibrahim,  and  the  Tomb  of  the 
Prophet,  thou  wilt  fend  up  one  Ejaculation  for 
Mahmut,  that  he  may  perfevere  in  fhunning  the 
Errors  of  the  Infidels. 


Pari?,  191)1  of  the  jft  Moor., 
«J  the  Year  1654. 


LET- 
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LETTER    III. 

To   Cara   Hali,    Phylkian    to    the   Grand 
Seignior. 

SINCE  what  I   wrote   laft  in    behalf  of  the 
Brute  Animals  is  fo  acceptable  to  thee,  I  will 
comply  with   thy  requeft  in  continuing  that  dif- 
coiirfe. 

'Tis  certain  the  Ancients  had  another  opinion 
of  the  Beails  than  thefe  French  Philofophers,  who 
deny  them  the  ufe  of  Reafon.  Socrates  us'd  to 
fwear  by  the  Animal  Generations,  and  fo  did 
Rhadamanthus  before  him.  The  Egyptians  form'd 
the  Images  of  the  Gods  in  the  fimilitude  of 
Beafts,  or  Birds  or  Fifties.  So  the  Grecian? 
fix'd  the  Horns  of  a  Ram  on  the  Head  of  Jupi- 
ter's ftatue,  and  thofe  of  a  Bull  on  the  Image 
of  Bacchus.  They  compounded  the  Image  of 
Pan  of  a  Man  and  a  Goat ;  painted  the  Mufes 
and  Graces  with  Wings  :  And  the  PoU  Pindar 
makes  all  the  Gods  winged,  and  diiguifcs  them 
in  the  fliapes  of  feveral  Bealts,  when  in  his  Hymjjis, 
he  introduces  them  chas'd  by  Tryphon.  Thou 
knoweft  alfp,  that  our  holy  Dodlors  affirm  the 
Angel  Gabriel  to  have  Wings,  with  one  of  which 
he  <.nce  gave  a  mark  to  the  Moon. 

When"  the  Poees  bring  in  Jupiter  courting 
Puliphae,  he  appears  in  the  form  of  a  Bull.  And 
in  his  other  Amours,  if  we  may  believe  th'-m, 
lie  changM  himfllf  Ibmetimes  into  a  Swan,  then 
into  an  Ea^ie  :  They  report  allb,  that  he  vras 
i"iK-kurd  by  a  Gear. 

For   thde  and  other  reafons,  the  Ancients  not 
M  3  only 
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only  forbore  to  injure  their  Fellow  Animals,  buf 
entertain'd  them  with  fmgular  affection  and 
friendship.  A  Dove  was  the  darling  of  Semi- 
r;jrr,^.  A  Do*  was  the  joy  of  Cyrus.  Philip 
King  of  Maceoon  made  a  Swan  his  companion. 
And  our  holy  Law-giv<»r  was  often  wont  to  fport 
himfelf  with  a  Cat.  He  lov'd  this  creature  for 
its  cleanups  and  a&ivity  ;  and  therefore  we  Muf- 
fulmans  generally  have  a  Cat  in  great  eflcem  and 
veneration. 

That  Favourite  of  GOD  underftood  the  Lan- 
guage of  Beads,  and  convers'd  as  familiarly  with 
them  as  with  men.  So  it  is  fam'd  of  A'lelam- 
pus,  and  Tirefias  of  old,  as  alfo  of  Apollonius 
fyanaeus,  who  r-ffirm'd  to  his  friend,  fitting 
by  him,  that  a  Sparrow,  v.'hich  he  heard  chirp- 
ing to  his  fellows,  told  them  of  an  Afs  which 
he  had  feen  fall  down  with  his  load  a  little 
way  off  from  that  place.  It  is  alfo  recorded  of 
a  boy,  who  underfrood  all  the  Voices  of  Birds, 
and  by  that  means  could  foretel  things  to  come, 
That  his  mother,  by  pouring  urine  into  his 
ears  when  he  was  aiieep,  depriv'd  him  of  his 
incomparable  gift,  for  fear  he  (hould  be  taken 
from  her,  and  prefented  to  the  King.  There 
is  no  queftion,  but  fe.veral  Nations  have  a  cer- 
tain knowledge  of  the  Speech  of  fome  Animals. 
My  Countrymen,  by  a  peculiar  gift  beftow'd  on 
our  fathers  and  their  Pofterity  for  ever,  undcr- 
ftand  the  language  of  Crows  and  Eagles.  And 
the  Ancients  were  fo  well  vers'd  in  this  Know- 
ledge,- that  when  they  convers'd  with  the  Birds, 
or  at  leaft  when  they  heard  them  in  their  Lan- 
guage utter  prefages  of  what  fliould  fhortly  hap- 
j>en  to  Earth,  they  perfuaded  themfelves  that 
thofe  Birds  were  the  Meflengers  of  the  Gods. 
Therefore  the  Eagle  was  fuppos'd  to  be  the 
Meflcnger  of  Jupiter,  the.  Crew  and  Hawk  of 
Apollo,  the  Stork  of  Juno,' the  Qwl  of  Minerva, 
and  fo  of  others. 

It 
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It  is  evident,  that,  our  common  Huntfmen  un- 
dcrftand  the  different  Voices  of  their  Dogs,  when 
at  a  diftance  they  fignify  by  one  kind  of  Cry, 
that  they  are  quelling  after  the  Hare  5  hy  ano- 
ther, that  they  have  found  her  ;  by  a  thin!,  that 
they  have  taken  her,  or  that  ihe  is  turn'd  to 
the'  Right  hand,  or  to  the  Left.  So  thofe,  who- 
look  after  cattle,  know  by  the  Voice  of  the 
Bull  when  he  is  hungry,  thirfty,  or  weary,  or 
when  he  is  flung  with  luft.  So  by  the  Roar- 
ing of  the  Lion,  the  Howling  of  Wolves,  the 
Bleating  of  Sheep,  Men  are  made  fenfible  of  tiv: 
various  wants,  inclinations,  and  palfions  of  thole 
creatures. 

Nor  are  thefe  Animals  ignorant  of  our  Lan- 
guage, but  by  our  voices  or  words  they  know 
when  we  are  angry  or  pleas'd,  when  we  cull 
them  to  us  or  drive  them  from  us  :  And  our  do- 
meftic  animals  obey  accordingly,  with  as  much. 
promptnefs  and  alacrity  as  a  man  or  maid-fcr- 
vant.  All  which  could  not  be,  if  they  were 
not  endued  with  faculties  conformable  to  ours. 
They  alfo  teach  their  young  ones  to  fing  artifi- 
cially. In  a  litter  of  Dogs,  Huntfmen  chufe  the 
beft  by  this  experiment :  They  take  all  the  Whelps- 
from  the  Bitch,  and  carry  them  to  fome  place 
at  a  little  diftance  ;  then  they  obferve  which  fhe 
firft  carries  back  again,  and  thofe  always  prove 
the  bcft  Dogs.  What  is  this  diftinguifhing 
Faculty  in  the  Bitch  but  Reafon,  or  fomething 
like  it. 

We  fee  apparently,  that  every  living  Crea- 
ture knows  its  own  weaknefs  or  ftrength,  and 
knows  how  to  ufe  moft  dexteroufly  thofe  Wea- 
pons with  which  Nature  has  furnifh'd  it  for  its 
own  Defence.  They  are  alfo  fenfible  what  places 
are  moft  convenient  for  them  to  dwell  in,  and 
which  not.  Thus  the  rweakeft. creatures,  as  Dogs 
and  Cats,  live  together  in  Houfes  and  Cities  with 
Men,  whilft  the  Lions,  Tigers,  and  fuch  fierce  ani- 
M  4  mal& 
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mals  dwell  in  the  Defart.  Thus  Sparrows  and 
Swallows  make  themfelves  almoit  domeftics  with 
Men  ;  whilft  Eagles,  Hawks,  Vultures,  and 
other  Birds  of  Prey,  build  their  netts  in  woods  or 
rocks,  remote  from  human  Society.  Some  Birds 
change  their  habitations  at  certain  Seafons  of  the 
year,  as  beft  fuits  with  their  conveniences;  'others 
always  remain  in  the  fame  place.  The  fame  is 
obferv'd  in  Fifties.  And  in  all  living  Creatures 
it  is  enfy  to  trace  the  footfteps  of  prudence  and 
forecaft,  m  order  to  their  own  prefervation.  Let 
men  .call  this  what  they  plcafe,  Inftinc"t,  or  Na- 
ture, or  Senfe,  it  is  evident,  that  there  is  an  exacl: 
conformity  and  refemblance  between  thefe  Facul- 
ties in  Brutes,  and  what  we'  call  Reafon,  Wif- 
<Jom,  or  Prudence  in  Men.  And  we  have  no 
more  ground  to  conclude  them  void  of  Rcafrn, 
becaufe  they  do  not  enjoy  it  in  that  perfection  ay 
ourielves,  than  we  have  to  conclude  ourfelves  blind 
or  deaf,  becaufe  we  fee  not  fo  clearly,  or  hear  not 
i'n  readily  as  the  Brutes,  and  that  We  have  no 
Legs,  becaufe  we  run  not  fo  fwift  as  fome  of  them 
do. 

Doubtlcfs  the  Brufes  are  endued  v/ith  a  Faculty 
of -Re-Jon  as  well  as  v/e  ;  hut  this  Faculty  in  them 
is  v/e:>k  and  imperfect:  for  want  of  Difciplinc  and 
Art,  which  polifh  all  things.  This  is  manifefixd 
from  th'ofe  Creatures  which  are  taught  to  dance 
and  play  a  thoufand  tricks,  to  tell  money, 
to  fhoot  a  g\in,  to  find  out  hidden  things,  and 
bring  them  fome  miles  to  their  Matter,  as  well 
educated  Spaniels  will  do.  What  can  be  a  greater 
argument  of  the  proficiency  they  make  in  Reafon 
and  Knowledge.  Are  not  Elephants  taught  all 
the  Arts  of  War,  and  placed  in  the  very  front  of 
the  Battle  ?  Do  not  the  Indian  Princes  rcpofe  as 
much  truft  in  their  carriage  and  conduct,  as  in 
the  fervice  of  their  ttouteit  and  wifeft  comman- 
ders ?  This  Creature  is  as  tractable  and  prompt 
to  learn  any  thing  when  young,  as  a  boy  at 

fchoolj 
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fchool,  which  cannot  be  done  without  the  ufe  of 
Reafon. 

To  conclude,  I  have  omitted  five-  hundred 
arguments,  which  might  be  brought  to  prove  the 
brute  Animals  to  have  Souls  as  well  as  we,  to 
have  Faculties  and  Affections  conformable  to 
ours.  AnJ  therefore  it  is  little  lefs  injufnce  to  kill 
and  eat  them,  liecaufe  they  cannot  fpeak  and  con- 
,verte  with  us,  than  it  would  be  for  a  Cannibal  to 
murder  and  devour  thee  or  me,  becaufe  we  under- 
fhood  not  his  Language,  nor  he  ours. 

GOD,  who  locketh  up  the  Winds,  during  the 
time  the  Halcyon  hatcheth  her  Young,  thereby 
ihewing  that  this  Bird  is  his  Favourite,  v/ill  ai- 
lu redly  grant  us  a  perpetual  tranquillity,  ifweab- 
f tain  from  injuring  our  Fellow-Animals. 

Paris,  zid  of  the  ift  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1654.. 


LETTER    IV. 

To    Muftapha,    Berber  Aga,    at  the    Se- 
raglio. 

THOU  haft  formerly  heard  me  fpeak  of  the 
Duke  of  Lorrain,  and  his  feveral  loffes  which 
moft  people  thought  would  have  ended  with  tlv: 
Excommunication  pronounced  againft  him  by  the 
Roman  Mufti,  whereof  I  gave  thee  intelligence. 
But  experience  teaches  us,  4t  That  misfortunes 
"  feldom  fet  upon  any  man  fingly,  but  aflau't 
"  him  in  troops  whom  Fate  has  mark'd  out  for 
"  ruin."  Yet  this  Prince  owes  his  fufferings 
chiefly  to  his  own  inconftancy,  whilft  he  has  long 
phyjd  fail  and  loofe  with  the  Kings  of  France  and 
M  5  Spain, 
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Spain,  taking  up  arms  by  fucceflive  turns  for  one, 
at  the  fame  time  underhand  practifing  with  the 
other,  always  unfaithful  to  both,  and  only  driving 
on  an  independent  intereft  or  his  own. 

This  is  his  true  character.  To  which  we  may 
add,  an  ungovernable  difpofition?  and  infatiable 
thirft  of  money,  which  has  prompted  him  by  all 
the  methods  of  rapine  and  violence,  to  heap  up 
an  incredible  treafure  of  gold  and  jewels.  So 
that  having  procured  the  enmity  of  feveral  Mo- 
narchs,  the  jealoufy  of  his  late  Mafter  the  King 
of  Spain,  the  ill-will  of  his  own  brother  (whom 
they  call  Duke  Francis)  and  the  curfes  of  all 
people  wherever  his  army  has  been  quarter'd  j 
he  is  at  length  feiz'd  and  imprifon'd  by  Arch- 
Duke  Leopold,  in  the  caftle  of  Antwerp  ;  for 
which  joyful  news  the  inhabitants  of  the  Spa- 
nim  Netherlands  every-where  made  bonfires  for 
joy.  He  was  confin'd  on  the  25th  of  the  laft 
Moon.  And  foon  after  his  fecond  wife  was 
.taken  into  cuftody,,  that  by  her  means  they  may 
difcover  his  papers  and  money  :  This  latter  be- 
ing the  chief  thing  they  aim  at,  he  being  re- 
puted prodrgioufly  rich  ;  and  the  Spanifli  coffers 
want  a  fupply.  They  connived  at  his  robberies, 
whilft  there  was  any  thing  left  for  him  to  plun- 
der, and  that  they  faw  he  hoarded  up.  But 
now  he  has  done  his  work,  they  punifh  him 
for  the  crimes  which  they  themfelves  encou- 
rag'd,  that  fo  they  may  become  mafters  of  his 
wealth.  'Tis  faid,  he  brook'd  his  reftraint  very 
well  at  firft  ;  but  a  while  ago,  being  deny'd  the 
liberty  of  the  Caftle  walls,  he  grew  raving  mad, 
flung  a  Candleftick  (which  was  all  the  weapons 
they  allow'd  him)  at  the  Governor's  head,  and- 
broke  the  windows  of  his  lodgings.  So  that 
they  have  been  forc'd  to  confine  him  to  a  hole 
without  any  light,  fave  a  little  that  finds  admit- 
tance through  an  iron  grate  at  the  top  of  the 
room. 

His 
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His  brother  Francis  of  Lorrain  is  to  command' 
the  army  in  his  ftead;  who  pretends  great  fide- 
lity to  the  H9ufe  of  Auftria,  yet  may  in  the  iflue 
prove  as  wavering  as  his  brother  :  For  the  King 
of  France  has  baits  would  tempt  the  Virtue  of  an 
Angel.  Yet  nothing  fhall  ever  corrupt  the  in- 
tegrity of  Mahmut  the  Muffulman,  on  whofe- 
forehead  Fate  has  engraven  this  motto,  "  Prepar'd 
"  to  fuffer." 

I  Wuih,  ferene  Aga,  when  I  think  I  am  fo  bar- 
ren of  Virtues  that  I  have  nothing  elfe  to  boafl 
of  but  my  Loyalty  :  Whilft  thoufands  of  illuftrious 
Souls,  crown'd  with  a  circle  of  merits,  daily  af- 
cend  to  Paradife  :  And  tho'  they  made  but  an  ob- 
fcure  figure  on  earth,  even  as  contemptible  as  the 
exil'd  Arabian  in  his  Hutch  at  Paris,  yet  now 
take  their  Seats  among  the  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  thoufand  Prophets,  Favourites  of'  the  Eter- 
nal. 

May'ft  thou  increafe  that  happy  number,   but 
not  till   thou  haft  had  thy  fill  of  blifs  on  earth  ; ; 
and  that  all  thy   enjoyments  here  feem   like   the 
perfumes  of  ointments,  which,   tho'   they  pleafe .: 
for  a  time,  yet   at  length  they  cloy  the  fenfe. . 

Pails,  7 3d  of  the  3d  Moon, 
ol  the  Year  1654,, 


LET- 
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LETTER    V. 

To  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  a  Jew  at  Vienna. 

DO  not  fu{pe&  me  of  partiality,  or  that  I 
z:m  fond  of  making  Profelytes,  becaufe  I 
take  fuch  pains  to  reftore  thee  to  Reafon,  and  make 
thee  fenhbie  thou  art  a  Man.  I  have  no  defign,  or 
felf-inttreft,  in  doing  thee  this  good  office  ;  and 
'tis  remote  from  my  humour  to  bufy  myfelf  in 
gaining  Converts.  Only  the  love  of  truth  fets 
my  pen  to  work  in  this  manner ;  being  ever  of  the 
mind,  Thatafreedifquifition,  in  matters  either  of 
Religion  or  Philofophy,  is  the  only  way  to  get 
quit  of  errors.  Perhaps  my  cafe  may  be  the  fame 
as  thine :  And,  for  aught  thou  knoweft,  I  feek  not 
more  to  undeceive  thee,  than  to  fatisfy  myfelf,  by 
thus  frankly  venting  mv  thoughts  ;  fince  nothing 
is  more  commonly  ob/erved,  than,  that,  whilft  a 
man  is  teaching  another  he  improves  himfelf.  Our 
memories  are  frail  and  treacherous,  and  we  think 
many  excellent  things,  which,  for  want  of  mak- 
ing a  deep  impreffion,  we  can  never  recover  after- 
\vards.  in  vain  we  hunt  for  the  ftraggling  Idea  ; 
and  rummage  all  ihe  folitudes  and  retirements  of 
cur  Soul  for  a  loft  thought,  which  has  left  no  track 
or  foodie  p  behind  it.  1  he  fwift  Off-Spring  of  the 
Mind  is  gone  ;  'tis  dead  as  foon  as  born  ;  nay,  of- 
ten proves  abortive  in  the  moment  it  was  cc> 
td.  l~h<"  only  way  t)vr<  fore  to  retain  our  thoughts, 
is  to  faften  them  in  words  and  chain  them  in  writ- 
ing, i  his  is  one  cuuievhat  i  trouble  thee  with  let- 
ters of  this  nature-  that,  whliit  1  am  instructing 
thee,  I  may  eftablifh  my  ov.n  kcafon,  and  con- 
firm myfelf  in  the  method  I  have  taken,  to  live  ac- 
cording to  my  Nature  ;  that  is,  by  n<5t  fuffering  my 
rational  Faculties  to  fall  alleep,  whilit  my  pafitons 
are  active  and  vigorous  in  working  my  ruin,  i-  or  I 

reckon 
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reckon  no  greater  fhame  or  misfortune  can  befal 
a  man,  than  to  be  deprived  of  his  humanity,  that 
is,  his  Rcaion. 

\Vrut  I  have  (ml,  concerning  the  perfidioufiieB 
of  our  Memories,  may  ferve  as  a  pro;>er  introduc- 
tion to  the  objections  I  ihall  make  againft  your 
Traditionary  Lav/s. 

If  oneafk  you,"  Why  thefel/aws  were  notwritten 
44  as  well  as  the  other  ;"  You  anfwer,  "  That  GoJ 
41  took  care  in  this,  !e!t  the  Gentiles  getting  copies 
*'  of  'em,  mould  corrupt  and  pervertthe  Senfe,  even 
"  as  they  had  done  the  written  Laws."  But  how 
then  came  he  to  fufFer  any  to  be  written  ?  Has  he 
not  equal  care  of  one  part,  as  of  the  other  ?  Or, 
could  the  Gentiles  do  more  harm,  by  altering  and 
corrupting  the  lefs  fubftantial  Traditions,  than  the 
very  fundamental  Statutes  ?  For,  that  thefe  un- 
written Laws  contain'd  only  circumflantials*  your 
Doctors  themfelves  confefs.  What  man  of  com- 
mon fenfe  then  can  fit  down  contented  with  fo  tri- 
vial an  anfwer  ?  Or  v/ill  you  fay,  that  GOD 
took  more  care  to  preferve  thcfe  Traditions  incor- 
rupt from  the  Gentiles,  than  to  retain  them  in  their 
purity  among  the  Jews  ?  For  that  committing 
them  to  writing  had  been  the  fureft  way  to  retain 
them  in  their  original  purity,  is  evident  by  the 
prefervation  of  the  written  Law  ;  of  which 'there 
was  fo  great  care  taken  in  tranfcribing  it,  that  if 
but  a  letter  or  point  were  added,  diminii~h'd,  or 
mifplac'd,  they  took  it  for  a  fatal  Omen  of  fome 
calamity,  and  the  faulty  Scribes  were  feverely 
punifhed,  nay  the  whole  Congregation  were  bound 
to  expiate  the  offence  by  Failing,  Prayers,  and 
Alms.  So  that  it  was  in  a  manner  impoflible,  that, 
with  all  this  circumfpectipn,  the  leaft  corruption 
or  alteration  mould  creep  into  the  written  Law. 

I  appeal  now  to  thine  own  reafon,  whether  this 
xv;v;  not  a  much  fecurer  way  of  preferving  the 
Laws  uncorrupt,  than  by  trufting  them  to  the 
fickle  memories  of  men  ? 

I  would  fain  know  what  became  of  thefe 
Traditions 
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Traditions  during  the  various  Captivities  of  the 
Jews,  and  Depopulation  of  the  Holy  Land  ? 
\Vho  took  care  to  deliver  thefe  Traditions  unal- 
ter'd  to  Pofterity  when  they  were  without  Priefts, 
Prophets,  or  Synagogues  r  When  they  were  dif- 
pers'd  over  the  remote  Provinces  of  Media,  Per- 
iia,  Egypt,  and  Babylon  ?  In  thofe  days  your  Fa- 
thers were  flaves  to  the  Gentile  Kings  of  Afia  ; 
there  were  then  no  Seniors  fitting  in  the  Sanhedrim, 
who  might  take  care  of  thefe  things.  Neither  do 
I  find,  that  Efdras  the  Scribe  was  any  ways  con- 
ccrn'dfor  thefe  Traditions,  when  he,  with  his  bre- 
thren the  Jews,  return 'd  from  their  long  captivity 
in  Perfia  and  Babylon.  All  his  moft  ftrenuous  en- 
deavours were  employ'd  in  recovering  the  loft  Books 
of  the  \Vritten  Law,  without  fo  much  as  regard- 
ing or  mentioning  the  other.  From  whence  I  ga- 
ther, that  either  thefe  Traditions  were  of  no  great 
importance  ;  or  if  they  were,  yet  they  were  wholly 
or  for  the  moft  part  chang'd  cr  loft  many  hundred 
of  years  before  the  Talmud  was  firft  compos'd, 
which,  thou  fay'ft,  is  the  grand  Repofitory  of  thefe 
facred  Inftructions.  And,  in  faying  fo,  thou  con- 
tradi&eft  thy  own  arguments.:  For  if  thefe  Tra- 
ditions were  appointed  to  be  tranfmitted  by  Word 
of  Mouth,  Jrcm  Father  to  Son,  to  all  Generations, 
as  you  fuppofe,  then  what  need  was  there  of  writr 
ing  them  in  the  Talmud,  or  any  other  Book?  And 
yet  the  Writings  of  your  Rabbi's  are  full  of  t;hem. 
Thus  thou  confoundeft  thyfelf,  and  runneft  blind- 
fold round  in  a  circle  of  abfurdities. 

Rouze  up  therefore  thy  reafon,  and  fuffer  not 
thyfelf  to  be  hoodwinked  by  the  Fables  of  your 
Rabbi's,  thofe  induftrious  Midw'ves  of  old  wo- 
mens  Tales.  Doubtiefs  thofe  Traditions,  about 
which  you  make  fuch  a  buftle,  are  no  other  than 
the  Whimfies  of  your  Cabalifts,  who  pretend  to 
fpy  more  Myfterics  in  the  order  of  two  or  three 
Hebrew  letters  or  points,  than  they  are  able  to  un- 
fold in  whole  Volumes.  They  crack  their  brains 

in 
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in  conjuring  up  far-fetched  Interpretations,  from 
the  particular  fafhion  and  placing  of  one  fmgle 
dam  of  a  pen.  They  puzzle  and  amufe  their  Dif- 
ciples,  with  teaching  them  more  knotty  and  ro- 
mantic Divinity  out  of  the  four  and  twen:y  Let- 
ters, than  ever  rythagoras  did  with  all  his  myftic 
Numbers.  The  Alphabet  to  them  is  the  Oracle 
of  Theology.  They  have  turned  the  Law  into  a 
perfect  Riddle. 

Believe  not  therefore  thefe  religious  Mounte- 
banks, <hofe  holy  Jugglers,  who  with  their  fanc- 
tify'd  Legerdemain  would  turn  you  into  Apes,  that 
they  may  laugh  in  fecret  at  your  folly  :  while 
they  behold,  how  precifely  devout  you  are  in  cring- 
4  ing,  jumping,  dancing,  howling,  braying,  and  all 
your  other  antic  poftures  and  actions  in  tjie  Syna- 
gogue ;  in  the  practice  of  which  you  have  beftowed 
fo  much  care,  and  are  fo  exact,  that  you  quite  neg- 
lect the  weighty  Points  of  the  Law. 

I  hope,  what  I  have  faid,  is  fufficient  to  con- 
vince thee,  that  thofe  Traditions,  which  you  are 
taught  to  believe  were  deliver'd  to  Mofes  in  the 
Mount  of  God,  are  no  other  than  the  Impofitions 
of  your  blind  Guides,  who  are  ftudious  of  nothing 
more,  than  to  entangle  you  in  a  perpetual  Laby- 
rinth of  Superflition  and  Error. 

It  will  not  be  a  greater  difficulty  to  demonftrate, 
that  the  written  Law  itfelf,  though  divine  in  its 
Original,  is  not  of  univerfal  Obligation  to  all 
People,  but  only  calculated  for  your  particular 
Nation,  and  fuch  as  were  willing  to  enter  into 
your  intereft,  among  the  Nations  adjacent  to  the 
Holy  Land. 

And  becaufe  my  time  haftens  me,  I  will  only 
fuggeft  one  argument  for  all,  and  leave  it  to  thy 
deliberation;  whether  it  was  poffible  for  all  roan- 
kind  to  repair  once  a  year  to  Jerufalem,  to  facrifice 
in  Solomon's  Temple,  as  is  requir'd  in  your  Law  ? 
For  that  is  was  not  lawful  to  facrifice  any  where 
elfe  is  evident,  both  from  the  Law  icfclf,  which 

exprefsly 


256  LETTERS  WRIT   BY 

exprefsly  forbids  it,  and  from  the  Examples  of  your 
Fathers  in  their  feveral  Captivities  ;  and  from  your 
own  Practice  at  this  day,  who  have  made  no  facri- 
ficc  fince  the  days  of  Titus  Vefpafian,  the  Roman 
Emperor,  who  laid  wafle  your  City,  and  burnt 
your  Temple  to  afhes. 

And  this  may  alfo  ferve  to  convince  thee,  that 
the  Law  of  A'lofes  was  not  of  perpetual  Obliga- 
tion, even  to  the  Jews  themfelves  ;  fince  'tis  evi- 
dent from  matters  of  fact,  that,  for  thefe  fixteen 
hundred  years,  you  have  not  been  in  a  capacity  to 
keep  it :  And  doubtlefs,  GOD  would  never  re- 
quire any  thing  of  men,  which  he  forefaw  they 
would  not  be  able  to  perform. 

Ceafe  then  to  think  fo  highly  of  thy  nation,  as 
if  none  but  they  were  the  Elect  of  GOD,  or  capa- 
ble of  his  favours  :  Ceafe  to  infult  over  the  relt  of 
mankind,  and  to  curfe  thy  brethren  the  Sons  of 
one  Father,  even  Noah  the  juft  Man  and  Prophet 
of  GOD.  Behold  the  Sun  and  Moon,  with  all 
the  Conftellacions  in  Heaven :  Their  Influences 
are  equally  difperfed  to  all  of  Human  Race.  Be- 
hold the  Elements:  they  ferve  all  the  Sons  of  Adam 
alike  ;  they  are  not  partial  to  Mortals,  neither 
docs  any  Faction  byafs  the  Winds  and  Rain. 
Thefe  happen  all  at  their  appointed  times  and 
places.  And  the  four  Seafons  of  the  Year  return 
with  even  courfes  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  four 
Corners  of  the  World.  The  Plants  know  no 
difference  between  the  Circumcis'd  and  the  Un- 
circumcis'd  ;  but  yield  their  encreafe  with  equal  in- 
differency  to  the  one  and  the  other  :  And  the  Brute 
Animals  equally  acknowledge  both  for  their  Lords. 
The  Birds  of  the  Air  are  as  foon  caught  by  a  Hea- 
then, Chriflian,  or  Mahometan  Fowler,  as  by  one 
that  is  a  Jew.  And  the  Fifh  of  the  Sea,  when  they 
fwallow  the  hook,  or  plunge  themfelves  into  the 
net,  regard  not  the  difference  of  Religion  in  thofe 
that  catch  them.  All  things  happen  to  every  man: 
according  to  their  Nature  and  the  Pleafure  of  Def- 

tiny : 
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tmy :  Only  man  himfclf  tranfgrefies  the  condi- 
tion of  his  Being.  But  thole  that  obey  the  eternal 
Law-giver,  let  them  be  of  what  Nation  or  Reli- 
gion foever,  doubtlefs  they  live  happily,  anddieiit 
peace. 

However,  left  Men  fhould  err  for  want  of 
Knowledge,  a  Light  is  fprung  forth  in  the  Eulr, 
even  the  Book  of  Glory,  which  confirms  the  writ- 
ten Law,  and  inftructs  men  in  the  Truth.  Doubt- 
lefs this  Book  was  brought  down  from  Heaven  :  It 
carries  its  own  evidence,  and  a  Teftimony  of  its  di- 
vine Original,  in  the  majefty  of  the  ftyle  :  There 
is  a  Spirit  and  Energy  in  every  word,  fublimating 
the  Intellect  of  the  devout  Reader,  and  purifying 
his  affections :  It  is  written  in  Arabic,  in  a  Dialect 
fo  pure  and  perfect,  that  the  moft  accurate  Critics 
can  find  no  blemifh  from  the  beginning  to  the  end. 
One  part  coheres  exactly  with  the  other  ;  'tis  void 
of  contradiction.  All  the  Chapters  in  this  glorious 
Volume  are  of  a  piece  ;  which  excellencies  could 
not  have  thus  met  together  without  a  miracle,  in  a 
Bookdivulg'd  by  a  Man,  who  could  neither  write 
nor  read. 

The  fuccefs  it  has  had  in  the  World,  fpeaks  it 
of  celeftial  Defcent.  The  greateft  part  of  Afia, 
and  Afric,  with  many  kingdoms  jn  Europe,  have 
obcy'd  the  Alcoran  for  above  thefe  thoufund  years. 
Could  fuch  a  thing  come  to  pafs,  without  the  De- 
cree of  Heaven  ?  When  the  Prophet  and  Favourite 
of  GOD  firft  receiy'd  his  divine  Commiffion,  he 
was  like  a  Pelican  in  the  Wijdernefs,  fo  folitary, 
and  without  companion.  Neveithelefs,  he  was 
not  difcoura°;'<J,  butobey'd  the  Orders  of  Heaven. 
He  faw  himielf  in  the  midft  of  Rocks  and  Sands, 
encompafied  on  all  Sides  with  terrible  Be.ilts  :  Yet 
he  defpair'd  not  of  afiiilance  from  above,  hut  com- 
forted himfelf  in  the  promife  of  the  Eternal.  Ha 
iirft  preached  to  the  favage  Lions  and  Tigers  ;  who, 
as  if  they  had  heard  another  Orpheus,  grew  tame 
and  fociable  at  his  powerful  words.  Thofe  fierce 

inhabitants. 
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inhabitants  of  the  woods  came  and  proftrated  them- 
felves  before  the  Sent  of  GOD  ;  they  lick'd  his 
feet,  in  token  of  fubmiffion  ;  they  environ'd  the 
place  cf  his  repofe,  as  his  guards,  and  brought 
him  food  morning  and  evening.  The  Prophet 
wondered  that  fo  great  grace  was  given  to  the 
Beafts  of  the  earth.  He  prais'd  the  Creator  of  all 
things,  and  his  mouth  was  full  of  Benedictions. 
He  blefled  the  Day  and  the  Night,  and  the  Ob- 
fcurity  that  came  between  them.  He  blcis'd  the 
Dews  that  fall  at  the  riflng  of  the  odoriferous  Star, 
and  the  refrefhing  winds  that  ftir  the  leaves  of  the 
trees  at  A'lidnight.  And  in  the  Morning  he  pray- 
ed that  all  men  might  become  true  Believers. 
Doubtlefs  GOD  had  granted  his  Petition,  had  not 
the  Angel,  who  carry'd  up  his  Prayers  to  Heaven, 
met  with  the  Devil,  a  little  on  this  fide  the  Orlxof 
the  Moon,  who  itole  from  him  forr.e  of  Mahomet's 
words,  that  fo  the  Prayer  afccnded  imperfect  to  the 
Throne  of  the  Merciful.  Neverthelefs,  a  great 
part  of  men  became  Believers  j  and  more  (hall  be 
added  to  the  number. 

In  a  little  time  the  folitary  Prophet  faw  himfclf  at 
the  head  of  a  numerous  army,  <*ll  Voluntiers,  who 
reforted  to  him  in  the  Wildernefs,  astht-y  were  in- 
fpir'd  from  Above.  The  mighty  Men  of  Arabia 
oppos'd  the  facred  Hero  :  They  led  the  power  of 
the  Eaft  againft  him  ;  but  they  accelerated  their 
own  Fate,  and  incens'd  their  angry  Stars.  The 
Elements  took  up  arms  againft  them,  and  the  Me- 
teors fought  in  defence  of  the  Mefienger  of  GOD. 
Lightning  and  hail,  with  ftones  of  fire,  blalled 
the  troops  of  the  Infidels:  And  terrible  llorms  of 
wind  buried  whole  armies  in  the  lands.  Thus 
the  Hoft  of  the  Muflulmans  became  victorious 
without  drawing  a  fword,  and  the  Empires  of  the 
Wicked  fell  to  the  pofieffions  of  true  Believers. 
Perfia,  Babylon,  and  Egypt  were  fubdued,  and 
embrac'd  the  undefiled  Truth.  The  Alcoran  was 
receiv'd  from  India  to  the  Mauritania!!  fhore : 

From 
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From  the  rifing  of  the  Sun,  to  the  going  down 
thereof,  this  holy  Profeffion  is  made  with  one 
confent,  There  is  but  one  GOD,  and  Mahomet 
his  Prophet. 

Now  Nathan  confider,  whether  ever  the  Law 
of  Mofes  had  furh  footing  in  the  World,  or  the 
Children  of  Ifrael  could  boafl.  of  fuch  univer&l. 
Conquefts  :  Your  little  Kingdom  has  had  its  Pe- 
riod long  ago  ;  and  both  that,  and  all  the  Empires 
of  Afia  and  Afric,  are  fwallowed  up  in  the  All- 
conquering  Monarchy  of  the  Ofrnans.  Your 
Tabernacle,  Temple,  City,  and  Sacrifices,  are 
quite  extinct  :  Your  Nation  fcattered  over  the 
whole  World,  without  Lands  or  PofTeffions  that 
they  call  their  own.  Neither  is  there  Prince, 
Priel>.  or  Prophet,  to  whom  you  can  have  recourfo 
for  delivery  from  your  misfortunes. 

Come  out  therefore  from  the  Synagogue,  which 
lies  under  the  Scourge  of  Heaven  j  make  off  the 
Malediction  ;  and,  being  purified,  join  thyfelf  tQ 
the  true  Believers,  who  are  blefled  in  this  World, 
and  (hall  be  happy  in  Paradife.  Or  at  leaft  ftand 
by  thyfelf,  and  follow  thy  own  Light,  Adieu, 

Psris,  asc*  of  the  }d  Moon, 
of  the  Ytar  1654. 
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LETTER     VI. 
To  Dicheu  Huflein,  Bafla. 

THE  policies  of  Cardinal  Mazarini  are  no 
fecras  at  the  Imperial  City.  Now  he  is 
about  to  play  his  "matter-piece.  He  has  all  along 
maintain'd  Penfioners  in  the  fervice  of  the  French 
Grandees.  No  man  of  prime  Quality  cou'd  be 
fure  he  entertain'd  not  at  his  table  fome  creature* 
of  this  Minifter.  Difguifes  of  all  forts,  both 
for  body  and  mind,  were  never  wanting  to  men 
dexterous  at  treachery,  and  officious  to  do  mif- 
ehief. 

But  now  he  Is  fetting  Spies  of  another  character 
on  the  Princes  of  the  Blood,  and  the  chief  No- 
bility of  France.  Women  are  to  become  his  pri- 
vate agents ;  Females  of  his  own  Blood,  true 
Italians,  and  brought  up  under  his  particular  care 
and  management :  In  a  word,  his  Sifters  and 
Nieces. 

Five  of  them  are  newly  come  to  this  city, 
having  been  conducted  hither  by  the  Cardi- 
nal's Secretary,  accompanied  with  a  considerable 
retinue  of  Courtiers,  who  went  to  meet  them 
fome  leagues  from  Paris.  'Tis  faid,  That  one 
of  thofe  ladies  is  a  great  beauty,  and  that  the 
young  King,  having  feen  her  Pidture,  fell  in  love 
with  her. 

This  is  certain,  the  Prince  of  Conti  has  married 
one  of  them  ;  with  whom  the  Cardinal  has  given 
his  palace,  and  two  hundred  thoufand  crowns  in 
Dowry. 

They  talk  as  if  another  of  them  was  to  b?  mar- 
ried to  the  Duke  of  Candale ;  and  the  third,  to 
the  fou  of  General  Harcourt.  And,  as  if  Mu- 

zarini 
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zarini  were  emulous  of  Jofeph's  character  and 
authority  in  Pharaoh's  Court,  he  has  fcnt  for  his 
F;\th.-ra');.,  with  all  his  Family,  to  come  and  re- 
fiJe  in  France.  He  is  refolv'd  to  flock  this  King- 
do  .1  with  Sicilian  Blood,  a  Race  of  Mazarins  : 
.  nit,  as  well  as  by  rules,  fhall  carry 
i  ;>n  he  had  laid  ;  and  either raife  this  tot- 

tering otate  to  the  height  of  his  Model,  or  abfo- 
lutely  ruin  it.  For  that  active  fpirit  cannot  take 
up  \viJi  Mediums. 

'Tis  faid,  That  the  Duke  of  Orleans  refents 
very  ill  the'  Cardinal's  ambition,  in  marrying  his 
Nieces  into  the  B!ood  Royal.  That  Prince  will 
not  be  prevail'd  on  to  come  near  the  Court  ;  but 
rather  favours  the  Prince  of  Conde,  and  the  other 
Malecontents  ;  whence  fomc  people  are  apt  to  pre- 
fage  another  turn  of  affairs  before  'tis  long  ;  for 
the  generality  of  the  French  are  inclin'd  to  the 
Prince's  party. 

There  is  great  caballing  all  over  the  Kingdom  ; 
and  the  Cardinal  drives  to  pufh  his  intereft  for- 
ward by  all  the  methods  of  a  cunning  ftatef- 
man.  He  knows  the  Prince  of  Conde's  fpirit  too 
well  to  dream  of  a  reconciliation,  and  he  has  a 
double  intereft  in  the  ruin  of  that  unfortunate  Ge- 
neral :  his  own  prefervation,  and  the  aggrandizing 
his  Niece,  the  Princefs  of  Conti  j  wTio,  by  the 
fall  of  her  Brother-in-law,  will  be  Miftrefsofhis 
Eftate. 

He  is  endeavouring  alfo  to  make  an  Alliance 
with  the  Cardinal  de  Retz,  his  perfect  enemy, 
and  one  rais'd  by  the  Pope  to  that  Dignity,  on 
purpofe  to  counter-ballance  Mazarini's  power  at 
this  Court ;  where  he  is  fufpe&ed  to  animate  the 
King  againft  the  Court  of  Rome. 

The  Cardinal  de  Retz  is  now  a  prifoner  of 
State,  and  has  been  fo  a  long  time  ;  being  firft 
confin'd  by  Mazarini's  orders.  But  the  wile  Mi- 
nifter  now  thinks  it  fafer  to  compound  with  a 
man,  whom  he  cannot  longer  perfecute,  without 

draw- 
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Drawing  on  himfelf  the  revenge  of  all  the  Ecclefi- 
i'ftics,  and  efpecially  the  Thunder  of  the  Roman 
Court. 

Therefore,  to  reconcile  matters,  and  fortify 
himfelf,  he  has  propos'd  a  Match  between  his 
Nephew  and  de  Retz's  Niece.  The  Court  is 
wholly  taken  up  with  making  friendfhips  of  this 
nature  ;  which  is  an  evident  lign  they  feel  their 
power  ?.t  an  ebb,  and  fear  it  will  be  much  lov.-cr 
if  the  Prince  of  Conde  fhould  once  take  the  field 
in  France. 

'Tis  nothing  to  the  Muflulman  intereft,  which 
ftde  gets  the  advan  age,  for  they  are  all  equal  ene- 
mies to  the  Sent  of  GOD. 

If  I  can  by  any  fuccefsful  artifice  promote  the 
divisions  of  thefe  Infidels,  I  fhall  not  dif-ferve  the 
fhining  Port.  However,  I  will  ftill  pray,  That 
thofe  1  words  may  be  turn'd  againfr.  each  other  ; 
which,  united,  would  hazard  the  (late  of  the  true 
Faithful. 

Illuftrious  friend,  let  thy  prefence  in  the  Divan 
be  as  a  flrong  Baftion,  under  the  Covert  of  which 
Mahmut  may  be  fhelter'd  from  the  Artillery  of  evil 
Tongues  and  Sycophants. 

Paris,  T4th  of  the  4th  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1654. 


LET- 
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LETTER     VII. 
To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

THOU  art  not  ignorant  that  when  I  firft  heard 
of  the  cruel  Sentence  executed  on  our  late 
'friend  Egri  Eoinou,  (on  whom  be  the  Mercies  of 
the  Creator)  I  wrote  to  his  S-JCceflbr  Ifmael 
Mouta  Faraca,  a  letter  of  condolence ;  wherein, 
to  keep  a  Medium  between  the  tendernefs  I  ow'd 
to  the  lofs  which  my  friend  had  fuftained  of  his 
eyes,  and  the  cliftruft  I  had  of  a  Granger,  I 
filled  up  my  letter  to  Ifhmael  with  confolatory 
expreflions  ;  fuch  as  I  would  have  ufed  to  Egri 
himfelf,  had  I  been  in  his  company :  believing 
that  Ifmael  would  read  my  letter  to  his  blind  Pre- 
deceflbr. 

I  play'd  the  Stoic,  and  encouraged  the  Doitrine 
of  Apathy  :  or,  at  lealt,  I  abounded  in  philofo- 
phical  counfels,  almort  as  impracticable  as  the 
other  :  Nothing  but  fevere  Morality  drop'd  from 
my  pen.  And  all  this,  to  cover  my  real  con- 
cern and  paflion  for  Egri's  fufferings  ;  who,  thoti 
knoweft,  was  beloved  by  more  than  thee  and 
me.  I  told  thee  in  a  former  letter,  that  I  did 
not  dare  trufl  my  fentimenrs,  though  difguis'd,  to 
a  man,  who  on  the  fcore  of  his  new  Preferment, 
might  become  more  quick-fighted  than  before, 
and  would  foon  penetrate  the  thin  veil  of  words, 
and  fpy  fomething  in  that  Difpatch,  tomydifad- 
vantage,  mould  I  have  ventur'd  to  defcant  on  the 
Sultan's  feverity,  or  Egri's  merits. 

Therefore  I  thought  it  beft  to  pretend  an  in- 
differency,  to  which  I  am  as  much  a  ftranger  as 
any  man,  in  cafes  that  too 'nearly  touch  our 
fenfe.  'Tis  eafy  to  give  counfel  to  another, 
which  in  the  fame  circumftances  we  are  far  from 

pradlifmg 
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•practifing  ourfelves.  Then  we  can  be  full  of  wif- 
dom,  and  grave  morals  ;  but  when  it  once  comes 
home,  all  our  Philofophy  vanifhes  ;  there  remains 
nothing  to-be  feen,  but  a  mere  fenfitive  Animal, 
without  virtue  or  patience. 

My  own  experience,  but  two  days  ago,  forces 
this  confcffion  from  me,  when  by  an  unlucky 
blow  I  loft  the  fight  of  both  my  eyes,  for  the 
fpace  of  eight  and  forty  hours.  'Tis  true,  I  fhould 
not  have  u fed  them  much  during  a  third  part  of 
that  time,  had  they  not  been  hurt  j  unlefs  thou 
wilt  fay,  they  are  ferviceablein  our  Dreams,  and 
help  our  fouls  to  (py  the  dark  Chimera's  of  the 
night.  However,  1  remember  'twas  nofmall  grief, 
even  in  that  abfence  of  the  fun,  to  be  only  fenfible 
of  the  Privation  of  my  eyes  :  For,  whilit  the  win- 
dows of  my  Soul  were  fliut,  'twas  in  vain  for  thofe 
of  my  chamber  to  be  open  ;  which  before  this 
misfortune  would,  by  letting  in  the  light  of  the 
Moon  or  Stars,  haveconvinc'd  me,  That  it  was 
night,  without  being  beholden  to  the  clocks  and 
bells  of  the  Convents  for  my  Intelligence,  as  I  \va» 
under  this  affliction. 

Then  it  was,  that  in  my  heart  I  unfaid  all  that 
I  had  written  to  the  Eunuch,  on  the  fubjed:  of 
Blindnefs,  and  curfed  the  Philofopher  for  a  fool 
or  a  madman,  who  put  out  his  own  eyes  for  the 
fake  of  his  thoughts.  I  envied  thofe  more  happy 
fools,  who  are  without  thoughts,  but  enjoy  their 
fight,  which  helps  to  form  and  regulate  the  con- 
ceits of  the  moft  wife  and  thinking  men. 

Nay,  fuch  was  my  paflion  and  melancholy, 
during  this  fhort  eclipfe  of  my  eyes,  that  I  pre- 
ferr'd  to  mine  even  the  life  of  thofe  dumb  Ani- 
mals, whom  men  have  learn'd  to  call  irrational, 
becaufe  they  exprefs  their  Sentiments  by  inarticu- 
late Sounds,  a  Dialect  which  we  don't  under- 
ftand.  And  I  could  almoft  have  wifhed  myfelf 
metamorphos'd,  though  it  were  into  a  Dog,  pro- 
vided I  might  have  but  that  fenfe,  the  want  of 
3  which 
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which  renders  our  humanity  imperfect,  and  .a  bur- 
then to  itfclf.  Or,  if  thou  wilt  blame  me  for  fuch 
a  wifh,  I  cannot  forbear  thinking  that  Dog  hap- 
pier than  his  Mafter,  whom  I  have  feen  leading 
a  blind  man  in  a  firing  along  the  ftreets  of  Pa- 
ris. How  prudenly  did  that  faithful  Creature 
a£r,  the  Guide,  in  croffing  the  way,  if  any  danger 
threatened  his  charge,  as  a  cart,  coach,  or  throng 
of  people  !  And  all  this  conduit  was  owing  to 
his  eyes,  which  made  him  wifer  than  his  Mafter, 
who,  had  he  enjoy'd  this  fenfe,  might  not,  for 
aught  I  know,  have  furpafled  his  kind  Brute  in  the 
exercife  of  Reafon. 

And  now  I  am  fallen  on  thisfubject  oftheWif- 
dom  of  Brutes,  I  muft  not  forget  a  ftory  whicii 
I  have  read  in  Plutarch,  as  alfo  in  a  certain  French 
Author,  of  a  Dog  in  the  Court  of  the  Roman 
Emperor  Vefpafian,  who  would  a£l  to  the  life  all 
the  agonies  and  fymptems  of  death  at  the  command 
of  a  Mountebank,  who  had  taught  him  many  fuch 
comical  tricks  to  divert  the  Grandees  of  Rome. 

The  fame  Frenchman  mentions  certain  Oxen, 
which  it  feems  had  learned  Arithmetic  :  For  be- 
ing employed  in  turning  the  wheel  of  a  well  an 
hundred  times  every  day,  when  they  had  finifh'd 
that  tafk,  would  not  ftir  a  ftep  more  ;  but,  having 
refolv'd  that  number  in  their  minds,  dellfted  of 
their  own  accord  j  nor  could  any  violence  compel 
'em  to  farther  labour.  Who  will  deny  now  that 
the  Oxen  were  Mathematicians  ?  Or,  that  the  fhip 
Dog  had  any  need  to  ftudy  Euclid's  Elements  ; 
who,  having  a  great  defire  to  tafte  of  fome  oil  that 
he  faw  in  a  deep  earthen  vefTel,  and  not  being  able 
to  put  his  head  in  far  enough,  by  reafon  of  the  long 
ftrait  neck  of  the  pot,  after  fome  ftudy  ran  to  the 
Hold  of  the  fhip,  which  was  ballafted  with  gravel- 
ftones  ;  from  thence  he  brought  in  his  mouth,  at 
feveral  times,  as  many  of  thofb. little  ftones,  as, 
half  filling  the  pot,  forced  the  oil  up  to  the  mouth, 
fo  that  he  could  lap  his  belly  full?  Of  this  Plu- 
VOL.  IV,  N  tarch 
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tarch  fays,  he  was  an  eye-witnefs.  Was  not  this, 
thinkeft  thou,  ?.n  Archimedes  among  the  Dogs  ? 
Are  not  the  Goats  of  Candy  abfolute  Phyficians, 
when,  being  wounded,  they  never  ceafe  ranging 
the  plants  of  that  fertile  Ifland,  'till  they  have 
found  the  herb  Dittany,  with  which  they  reftore 
themfelves  to  health  ? 

Should  the  French  read  thefe  lines,  and  the 
others  I  have  writ  on  this  fubject  to  Cara  Hali  ; 
and  the  great  Mahummed  of  the  Defart,  they 
would  cenfure  me  as  a  Heretic,  a  fool,  or  a  mad- 
man :  Or,  at  leaft,  they  would  conclude,  I  am  too 
importunate  an  advocate  for  the  Beafts.  They 
would  call  me  Brute  myfelf,  and  fix  my  Pedigree 
among  fome  of  the  dumb  Generations. 

But  thou  who  haft  been  educated  in  the  ferener 
Principles  of  the  Eaft,  and  haft  had  the  honour  to 
pour  out  Water  on  the  Hands  of  the  abftemious 
Jtremit,  wilt  have  mother  opinion  of  what  I  fay, 
in  defence  of  our  Kindred  Animals. 

He  that  has  given  Wifdom  and  Language  to  the 
Pifmir-s-  2nd  inftru<5tcd  them  to  converle  toge- 
ther by  mute  figns,  fo  that  when  the  ftgnal  was 
given,  the  alarm  w?s  taken  throughout  their 
humble  Territories,  and  they  all  fled  away  with 
their  bag;  and  barrage,  when  the  army  of  Solomon 
approached  :  Infpire  us  with  Grace  to  underftand 
the  Language  of  the  Beafts,  or  at  leaft,  not  think 
ourfelves  wifer  than  them  who  underftand  ours. 

Paris,  lath  of  the  £th  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1654. 
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LETTER    VIII. 

To  Afis,  BafTa. 

THIS  Court  is  wholly  taken  up  at  prefent 
with  the  preparations  that  are  making  to 
crown  the  young  King.  The  place,  defign'd  for 
that  Ceremony,  is  a  city  call'd  Rheims.  Tis  faid 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  will  not  be  there,  though  the 
King  has  fummon'd  all  the  Princes  and  Nobility 
to  attend  at  his  inauguration,  according  to  the  an- 
cient cuftom  :  But  that  Prince  ftomachs  the  great 
fway  Cardinal  Mazarini  bears  at  Court.  Befides 
his  daughter,  who  has  no  fmall  power  over  him,  is 
affeded  to  the  party  of  Malecontents.  'Tis  thro' 
her  perfuafion  the  Duke  her  Father  abfents  himfclf 
from  the  King  his  Nephew.  Yet  there  are  thofe 
that  fay,  his  mind  will  change  before  the  time  ap- 
pointed for  the  Coronation  :  And  that  he  will  ra- 
ther dirTcmble  his  grudge,  that  fo  lie  may  more  ad- 
vantageoufly  ruin  the  Cardinal,  who  keeps  the  King 
lull'd  in  a  circle  of  pleafures  agreeable  to  his  youth, 
that  fo  he  may  not  have  time  or  inclination  to  pry 
into  his  management  of  affairs. 

The  Court  is  at  prefent  at  Fontainbleau,  a  houfc 
of  pleafure  belonging  to  the  King.  They  pals 
their  time  away  in  delights,  drown'd  in  fecurity  : 
Whilft  the  wakeful  Princes  of  the  Blood  are  plot- 
ting new  methods  to  rouze  them  from  their  Le- 
thargy, and  teach  the  young  Monarch,  that  the 
Sound  of  the  Trumpet,  and  Beat  of  the  Drum,  will 
in  a  ihort  time  be  more  necellary  mufic  than  the 
loft  Airs  of  the  Lute,  and  fuch  Chamber-Melody. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Prince  of  Conde  being 
condemn'd,  the  Princefs,  his  wife,  has  petition'3 
the  Parliament,  that  her  Dowry  may  be  fecur'd  to 
her.  But  they  have  referr'd  the  matter  to  the  King. 
Her  hulband  feems  to  be  loft  in  all  refpedb,  favc 
N  2  thofe 
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thofeof  the  people's  affections,  who  favour  any  that 
are  enemies  to  Cardinal  Mazarini. 

Monfieur  Brouilel,  one  of  the  Counfellors  of  Par- 
liament, whofe  imprifonment  I  formerly  mention 'd 
to  be  the  caufe  of  the  fail  Sedition  at  Paris,  is  newly 
dead  ;  yet  the  caufe,  whereof  he  was  a  Patriot,  dies 
not  with  him,  but  rather  takes  frefh  vigour  from 
daily  grounds  of  difcontent. 

It  was  more  particularly  reviv'd  upon  the  death 
of  the  late  Archbifhop  of  Paris  ;  the  Clergy  chufmg 
for  his  SuccefTor  the  Cardinal  deRetz,a  prifoner 
of  State,  and  under  the  fevere  diiplrafure  of  the 
King.  This  Election  was  countermanded  by  a 
Declaration  of  the  Council  Royal.  Nevcrthelefs 
the  Ecclefiaftics  perfift  in  their  mft  choice  ;  whilft 
Cardinal  Mazarini  threatens  'em  with  the  puniih- 
ments  due  to  thole  who  contemn  the  King's  au- 
thority. But  they  flight  his  rmnaccs,  trufting  to 
the  arms  of  the  Prince  of  Conde,  which  they  hope 
will  deliver  them  in  time  from  the  oppreffions  of 
that  great  Minifter. 

The  men  of  Ability  cabal,  whilft  the  Vulgar  are 
eafily  drawn  into  Parties,  as  their  affections  byafs 
'em.  Here  is  nothing  but  murmuring  and  whilper- 
ing  againft  the  Government.  Every  man  endea- 
vours to  purchafe  arms,  and  lay  'em  up  privately, 
as  againft  fome  public  Invafion.  Nay,  the  citizens 
walk  not  abroad  without  E)aggers  hid  under  their 
garments,  as  if  they  either  intended  a  Maffacre,  or 
were  afraid  of  one.  All  things  feem  to  portend 
fome  fudden  eruption  of  popular  Fury  ;  and  the 
wileft  know  not  what  will  be  the  irTue  of  fo  many 
threatening  occurrences. 

Only  Mahmut  (furrounded  with  Infidels)  is  re- 
fign'd  toDeftiny ;  knowing  that  no  human  Coun- 
lel  can  haften  or  retard  the  Decrees  fign'd  above. 


Paris,  i  yth  of  the  5th  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1654. 


LET- 
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LETTER     IX. 

To  Murat,  EafTa. 

IT  Teems  the  Devils  have  been  lately  bt  loofe  in 
thele  Weftern  Parts,  if  we  may  givecrcc.it  to 
the  depofition  of  iuch  as  have  accus'd  certain  iup- 
pos'd  Witches. 

In  Bretagne,  a  Province  of  this  Kingdom,  above 
forty  old  women  have  been  feiz'd  and  imprifon'd, 
for  holding  correspondence  with  infernal  Powers, 
and  above  half  of  them  condemn'd  to  death  :  GOD 
knows  with  what  juftice. 

Some  of  them  are  acci;.-.'d  of  enchanting  the  pcr- 
fons  of  their  neighbours  ;  others  for  bewitching 
their  cattle;  and  a  third  fort  for  diffolving  themit- 
chievous  Charm  of  the  firft  and  fecond  :  All  of 
them  for  ailembling  in  the  night-time,  and  ufmg 
certain  diabolical  Ceremonies,  which,  they  fay,  be- 
gin and  end  in  killing  the  Pofleriorb  of  a  goat,  or 
tne  Devil  in  that  form. 

I  know  not  how  far  thofe  poor  funerannuated 
figures  of  mortali  ymay  be  wrong'd.'Tis  aqueftion 
whether  their  judges  are  always  in  the  right.  A 
(hrivell'd  meagre  face,  a  hollow  eye,  join'd  with  ir- 
recoverable poverty,  are  many  times  the  chief 
grounds  of  fufpicion,  which,  improv'd  by  fuper- 
uition,  miftakes,  and  malice,  have  often  prevail'd 
on  thofe  who  ought  to  adminiiler  juftice,  to  con- 
demn poor  wretches  more  innocent  than  themfelves, 
as  guilty  of  Witchcraft. 

Yet  it  cannot  be  deny'd  but  that  there  have  been 
both  men  and  women  vers'd  in  magical  Arts,  as 
they  are  commonly  called,  which  I  take  to  be  only 
the  more  myiterious  Science  of  Nature.  Such  was 
Zoroaiter,  the  great  grand-child  of  Noah,  and 
King  of  that  part  of  Alia,  which  was  then  call'd 
Bactria.  Such  was  Apollonius  Tyanzeus,  Phi- 
N  3  liftides 
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liiiides  Syracufanus,  with  many  others  of  ancient 
date  :  Thefe  underftood  the  hidden  force  of  the 
elements,  the  influence  of  the  ftars,  the  fpccific 
operation  of  metals,  minerals,  and  other  fubter- 
ranean  bodies,  with  the  virtues  of  all  vegetables. 
They  knew  exactly  how  to  frame  Aftral  Images 
;tnd  Taiifmans,  by  help  of  which  they  were  able 
to  eiTecl:  wonders.  And  all  this  perhaps  without 
once  dreaming  of  infernal  fpirits,  or  haying  the 
leaft  fociety  with  Devils. 

Yet  I  believe  Lucian,  an  ancient  Writer,  whf> 
never  fpoke  ferioufly  of  any  thing,  fcarce  believed 
himfelf,  when  he  related  the  ftory  of  Pancrutes,  a 
famous  Magician  of  Egypt,  who  by  thefe  Talif- 
msns  was  able  to  transform  inanimate  things  into 
the  appearance  at  leaft  of  living  creatures  :  Thus 
he  would  turn  a  fHck  or  piece  of  wood  into  a  feem- 
ing  man,  who  ihould  walk,  difcourfe,  and  perform 
all  the  aclions  of  a  rational  Being. 

A  certain  ftranger  travelling  with  him  once  to 
Memphis,  and  lying  with  him  in  the  fame  Cara- 
vanfera,  as  foon  as  they  were  alighted  from  their 
camels,  Pancrates  took  a  Plank  of  Oak,  and  having 
touch'd  it  with  his  Talifman,  and  pronounc'd  two 
</.•  three  fyllables,  incontinently  the  irock  mov'd, 
itood  upright,  walk'd,  and,  taking  the  camels  by 
the  bridle,  led  them  to  the  (tables  :  After  which  this 
wooden  Man  came  in  and  prepared  their  Pillow, 
went  on  whatfoever  errands  Pancrates  fent  him,j 
and  when  they  departed,  the  Magician  ufmg  a  cer- 
tain private  ceremony,  this  officious  fervant  re- 
turn'd  to  a  Plank  again.  This  was  his  practice 
all  along  the  road. 

One  day  his  fellow  traveller,  being  refolv'd  to 
try  the  experiment,  took  the  advantage  of  the 
Magician's  ab fence,  who  was  gone  to  the  Temple^ 
and^left  his  Talifman  behind  him.  The  curious 
traveller,  having  been  often  an  eye-witnefs  of  this 
trick,  takes  a  puce  of  Wood,  and  touches  it  with 
Pancratcs's  Talifman,  repeating  the  fyllables  he 
had  heard  him  utter.  Immediately  the  inanimate 

Timber 
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Timber  became  a  Man,  afking  his  pleafure.  The 
traveller,  aitonifh'd  at  the  event,  commanded  his 
new  fervant  to  bring  him  a  bucket  of  water.  The 
enchanted  fpark  obeys.  The  traveller  told  him  ir 
was  enough,  and  bid  him  return  to  the  piece  of 
Wood  zgain  ;  but,  inftead  of  that,  h"  continued 
drawing  of  water,  and  bringing  it  in  till  the  h;uii": 
was  full.  The  traveller,  fearing  the  anger  of 
Pancrutes,  thought  to  diflblve  the  Enchantment, 
by  cleaving  the  Wooden  animal  in  two.  Bu; 
augmented  his  trouble  ;  for  each  piece,  taking  a 
bucket,  fell  to  drawing  of  water,  fo  that  of  one  ler- 
vant  he  had  made  two.  This  continued  till  the 
Magician  came  to  his  refcue,  who,  having  iternly 
rebuked  the  traveller's  rafhnefs,  at  a  word  turn'd 
the  two  bufy  drudges  to  their  primitive  Icggifh- 
nefs  and  inactivity  again. 

I  do  not  tell  this  itory  as  if  I  would  have  thee 
believe  it,  or  that  I  give  credit  to  it  myirrf.  Let 
us  imit.tte  the  Author  of  it,  who  laughs  at  all  that 
delight  in  fuch  Fables.  But  the  Chriftians,  who 
believe  a  Piece  of  Bread  is  transform'd  to  Fleih 
and  iilood,  and  becomes  an  immortal  God  at  the 
pronouncing  of  four  v/ords  by  the  Pricft,  may  be 
excus'd,  if  they  put  confidence  in  the  Figments  of 
Poets  and  Orators. 

I  have  in  my  cuftody  the  Journal  of  Carcoa, 
who  formerly  refided  at  Vienna,  a  private  Agent 
for  the  Ever-happy  Port.  Some  of  his  letters  fpeak 
of  the  fuperftition  and  credulity  of  the  Germans 
in  this  kind.  Yet  in  a  letter  to  the  Mufti,  he 
acknowledges  himfelf  overcome  by  unqueftion- 
able  teftimonies  of  fuch  as  had  been  cye-witnefles 
of  the  Life  and  Death  of  one  Fauftus,  a  Ger- 
man Magician,  who  play'd  a  thoufand  infernal 
Pranks  (as  he  calls  them)  even  before  the  Em- 
peror himfelf. 

He  tells  alfo  of  another  Magician,  call'd  Zyto, 

wholiv'd  in  the  days  of  the  Emperor  Charles  IV. 

And   when    the   Emperor's  fon,  to  whom  Zyto 

N  4  bclong'J, 
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helong'd,  was  to  marry  the  Duke  of  Bavaria's 
daughter,  the  Duke,  to  oblige  his  fon-in-law, 
who  was  much  taken  with  magical  tricks,  as 
were  all  the  Germans,  fent  for  a  great  many  fa- 
mous Sorcerers  to  the  wedding.  Among  the  reir, 
while  one  was  performing  a  rare  exploit,  on  a 
fuddeh  Zyto,  the  Prince's  Conjurer,  came  up  to 
htm,  with  a  mouth  feeming  as  wide  as  that  of  an 
old  Crocodile,  and  fwallows  him  up  at  a  morfel. 
"When  he  had  thus  done,  he  retires  and  voids  him 
again  in  a  bath,  and  brings  him  thus  drench'd  in- 
to the  company,  challenging  any  of  the  other  Ma- 
gicians to  do  a  feat  like  that,  but  they  were  all 
iilent. 

I  hear  of  no  fuch  tricks  done  by  thofe  French 
Witches,  who  caufe  fo  much  difcourle  at  prefent. 
The  worft  they  are  accus'd  of,  is  bewitching  their 
neighbours  hogs  to  madnefs,  which  thou  knowelt 
may  be  only  a  natural  malady. 

I  pray  Heaven  defend  us  from  the  Enchant- 
ments of  a  deluded  Fancy,  that  domeftic  Incubus 
of  every  mortal,  and  we  need  fear  neither  Witch 
nor  Wizard. 

Paris,  a oth  of  the  5th  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1654. 


LET-} 
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LETTER     X. 

To    Chornezan  Muftapha  Baffa. 

HE  fame  of  Chriftina,  Queen  of  Swedenr 
has  no  doubt  reach'd  thy  ears  ;  I  have  made 
mention  of  her  in  feveral.  of  my  Letters.  That 
Royal  Virgin  is  now  about  to  furrender  her  Crown 
to  her  Coufm,  whom  they  call  Charles  Prince 
Palatine.  This  is  a  voluntary  refignatipn.  And 
her  motive  is  faid  to  be  a  ftrong  Inclination  to  So- 
litude, and  a  private  Life ;  being  efteem'd  the 
moft  aoqbmplifh'd  and  learned  Princefs  of  this  age. 
Butthofe,  who  pretend  to  know  more  than  others, 
fay,  that  the  true  ground  of  her  abandoning  the 
Kingdom,  is  a  refolution  fhe  has  taken  to  change, 
her  Religion,  and  embrace  the  Faith  of  the  Roman 
Mufti,  which  is  forbidden  by  the  laws  of  Sweden. 
Thou  wilt  fmile  at  the  propofals  which  this 
Queen  fent  to  herdefign'd  Succeiibr;  and  his  an- 
fwer  to  them. 

In  the  firft  place,  "  She  will  keep  the  grcateft 
"  part  of  the  kingdom  and  revenues  in  her  own 
"  hands." 

Secondly,  "'She  will  be  no  Subject,  but  alto- 
"  gether  independan^and  free." 

Thirdly,  "  She  will  be  at  Liberty  to  travel  into 
"  foreign  Countries,  or  into  any  part  of  that  Do- 
"  minion." 

Laftly,  "  She  will  not  have  the  offices  of  Trufr, . 
"  or  any  other  gifts  that  fhe  (hall  have  cifpos'd  oif 
"  to  her  Favourites,  revoked  by  her  Succcf.or." 
To  thefe  Articles  Prince  Charles  anfwcr'd, 
Firft,  '4  That  he  will  not  be  a  mere  titular  King,, 
"  without  Dominions,  nor  without  fuch  a  revenue 
"  as  is  nccclTary   to    defray  the  royal   expences^ 
"  both  in  rcaccand  War." 

Secondly,  "  That  he  will  fufirr  no  Compt ;  i 
"Equal,  or  Sovereign,  in  his  Kingdom.'' 

N  5  Thirdly, 
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Thirdly,  "  That  he  will  not  run  the  hazard 
"  of  her  Intrigues  in  foreign  Courts." 

Laftly,  "  That,  if  he  be    King,  he    will   dif- 

"  nofe  of  Preferments  as  he  th'inks  fit.     And  in 

'  fine,    That  he  will   not  be   the  Shadow   of  a 

"  King,  without  the  fubftantial   Prerogatives  of 

c<  Sovereignty." 

'Tis  added,  That  when  the  Queen  heard  his 
reply,  fhe  faid  aloud,  "  I  propos'd  thofc  Articles 
*'  only  to  try  his  fpirit.  Now  I  e^ecm  him  worthy 
"  to  reign,  who  fo  well  undcrltands  the  incom- 
"  municable  Rights  of  a  Monarch." 

This  intelligence  comes  by  a  Secretary  to  the 
Spanim  Ambnifador,  who  is  newly  come  out  of 
Sweden  to  negotiate  at  this  Court  a  ten  years  Truce 
between  France  and  Spain. 

Here  is  likewife  an  Ambaflador  from  Portugal, 
who  acquaints  the  Court,  that  the  Portugueze 
have  expclPd  the  Hollanders  out  of  the  Places  they 
held  in  the  Eaft-Indics.  But,  if  our  Merchants 
bring  true  intelligence,  the  Tartars  will  extermi- 
nate ail  the  Franks  which  are  in  China. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  young  King  of  France 
pafles  away  his  hours  in  dancing,  feeing  of  plays, 
and  other  rccr:?.tions,  provided  with  vail  expence 
by  Cardinal  Mazarini,  to  divert  him  from  med- 
dling with  public  Affairs,  and  from  thinking  too 
ierioufly  on  the  Sentence  h«  has  pronounced  in 
Parliament  ;~.g?.infr  the  Prince  of  Conde. 

(  :ne  knows  not  well  how  lo  blame  the  Prince  of 
Conde'.-;  proceedings,  nor  yet  to  accufe  the  King 
of  iiijuftke.  Neither  is  i:  properfor  aMulTulman 
[llave  to  decide  the  controversy  :  Our  Principles 
r.nJ  [vaws  are  diffennt  from  theirs:  And  he  that 
is  eileetn'd  a  Patriot  here  in  the  Weft,  would  be 
condenin'd  for  a  Rebel  without  hefitation  in  any 
part  of  the  Earl,  where  but  one  G  O  D  in  Hea- 
ven, and  one  Sovereign  on  Earth,  is  acknowledg'd 
by  the  Subjects  of  every  Kingdom  and  Empire. 

But  in  i'rancc  the  Princes  of  the  Royal  Blood 
are  inverted  with  fuch  a  power,  as  renders  it  dif- 
ficult 
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ficult  for  thofe  under  their  command  to  diftinguifh 
'em  from  fupremeMonarchs.  Yet  not  one  of 'em 
poflefles  a  Government  equal  to  that  of  the  Bafla 
of  Egypt :  or  fuperior  to  his  of  Aleppo. 

I  have  fpoken  of  thefe  Princes  formerly  In  fome 
of  my  Letters  to  the  happy  Minifters  of  Him-,  who 
when  he  pleafes,  can  make  the  greatest  Sovereigns 
the  Squires  of  his  Stirrup. 

And  therefore  'twill  be  needlefs  to  fay  any  more 
on  that  fubject,  but  only  acquaint  thec,  that 
the  French  Court,  tho'  they  cannot  relent  of  the 
rigour  they  have  ufcd  towards  the  piuice  of  Conde, 
yet  feem  willing  to  compound  the  bufmefs  with  his 
Ton,  the  young  Duke  of  Enguien,  and  by  a  fubtle 
artifice,  to  itrike  two  ftrokes  for  the  S.ate  ;;t  once. 
A  great  Duke  of  this  Realm  has  been  lately  dif- 
patch'd  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  to  propofe  a 
Match  between  his  daughter  and  Conde's  heir. 
Whereby  the  Eft  ate  of  the  Prince  of  Conde  will 
fall  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans's  poflefTion,  during  the 
Minority  of  the  young  Couple.  This  is  a  wheedle 
to  reconcile  the  King's  uncle  to  the  Court,  who 
hag  been  a  long  time  eirrang'd.  But  'tis  thought 
his  difpleafure  is  of  too  deep  a  dye  to  be  wafh'd  off 
with  Court  Holy  Water. 

1  have  no  more  news  to  tell  thee,  fave  the  death 
of  a  certain  Prince,  whom  they  call  the  Duke  of 
Elbeuf.  And  it  is  of  no  import  to  the  Divan, 
whether  a  hundred  of  thefe  Infidel  Princes  die 
every  day  or  no,  fo  long  as  the  Grand  Seignior 
lives,  ami  is  ever  fupply'd  with  faithful  Miniflers. 

For  his  health  I  pray,  before  the  Sun  p^-ps  o'er 
ttie  Tops  of  the  Eaftern  Mountains,  and  after  he 
hides  himillf  in  the  Vallies  of  the  Weft.  Nei- 
ther do  I  rife- from  my  knees  at  the  five  appointed 
Hours,  without  an  Oraifon  for  Chornczan,  and 
the  other  Bafla's  of  the  Port. 


Pai  i~,  joth  of  the  6th  Moon, 
oi  the  Year  1654.. 


LET- 
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LETTER      XL 

To  Sale  Tircheni  Ermin,  Superinten- 
dant  of  the  Royal  Arfenal  at  Con- 
ftantinople. 

TH  O  U,  that  haft  the  charge  of  the  Ammu- 
nition   defign'd  for  the    Conqueft    of   the 
World,  art  fitteft  to  receive  the  news  of  a  terrible 
blow    lately    given   to  a  city  of  the  Infidels  in- 
Flanders. 

This  place  is  call'd  Gravelins,  whereof  I  have 
made  mention  in  fome  of  my  former  Letters.  On 
the  2Qth  of  the  laft  Moon,  the  powder  of  the 
Magazine  there  took  fire,  whether  by  accident, 
or  defign,  is  not  certainly  known  ;  but  the  da- 
mage it  has  done  is  very  great.  It  is  reported,  that 
a  third  part  of  the  city  is  blown  up,  and  the  chief 
Fortifications  about  it,  with  the  Outworks  of 
the  Citadel.  7"hree  thoufand  mortals  had  their 
breath  exhaufted  by  the  violent  convulfion  of  the 
air,  and  were  lent  into  another  World,  well  fea- 
fon'd  with  Salt  Petre  :  Befides  a  vaft  multitude  of 
all  forts,  that  were  bury'd  in  the  ruins  of  the 
houfes. 

Some  fay,  a  certain  perfon  coming  to  buy  foma 
pov/der  of  the  Steward  of  the  Magazine,  as  they 
were  knocking  out  the  head  of  a  powder  barrel, 
the  hammer  ftruck  fire.  Others  report,  that  this 
perfon,  who  pretended  to  buy  powder,  was  a  Spy, 
or  private  Agent  of  Cardinal  Mazarini  in  thofe 
parts  :  And  that,  by  his  mafter's  order,  he  had 
prepared  a  certain  artificial  fire,  enclos'd  in  a  fhell 
or  box  ;  and  that,  at  a  certain  determined  period 
of  time,  it  would  caufe  the  box  to  fly  in  pieces, 

and 
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and  fcatter  flames  almoft  as  fubtil  and  penetrating 
as  thofe  of  Lightning. 

Having  therefore  this  little  inftrument  of  mif- 
chief  ready,  and  being  inftruclied  in  all  things,  he 
with  the  Steward  enter3  d  the  Vaults  where  the 
powder  lay,  under  pretence  of  buying  fome  for 
the  Governor  of  BrufTels.  And,  when  they  had 
opened  one  of  the  barrels,  he  thruft  his  hand 
among  the  powder,  as  though  he  would  take 
up  fome  to  look  upon  ;  at  the  fame  time  dex- 
troufly  conveying  his  little  ftiell  or  box.  into 
the  barrel,  knowing  that  in  an  hour's  time  it 
would  work  its  effect.  In  the  mean  while  feeming 
to  diflike  that  barrel,  they  opened  another  ;  which 
he  bought,  and  fo  departed.  Within  an  hour  af- 
terwards, all  the  countries  round  about  were  afto- 
nifh'd  at  the  dreadful  blow,  which  made  the  Earth 
to  tremble.  They  fay,  it  was  heard  beyond  the 
Seas  into  England. 

Thus  the  contrivance  of  this  Tragedy  is  fatten- 
ed on  Mazarini  ;  and  fuch  is  the  hatred  the  people 
bear  to  this  Minifter,  that,  if  an  earthquake  fhould 
happen  in  thefe  parts,  I  believe  they  would  accufe 
him  as  the  author  of  it. 

But  it  feems  as  if  all  the  Elements  were  at  War 
againfr.  the  Netherland  provinces.  I  have  already 
acquaint  d  the  Minifters  of  the  Ever-happy  Port, 
what  diftrefles  befel  thefe  people  by  {forms  at  Sea, 
and  Inundations  on  Land.  After  which  the  Ele- 
ment of  Fire  took  its  turn  to  chuftife  them.  For, 
in  the  firft  Aloon  of  this  year,  a  certain  Wind- 
mill, in  the  Low-Countries,  whirling  round  with 
extraordinary  violence,  by  reafon  of  a  furious 
ftorm ;  the  ftone  at  length,  by  its  rapid  motion 
became  fo  intenfely  hot,  as  to  fire  the  mill :  from 
whence  the  flames,  being  difperfed  by  the  high 
winds,  to  the  neighbouring  houfes,  fet  a  whole 
town  on  fire. 

And  now  the  wrath  of  Heaven  has  been  kin- 
dled again  to  deftroy  thefe  Infidels  :  Yet  thofe  that 
furvive  will  not  be  converted.  Perhaps  they  will 

be 
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be  ruinM  piece-meal,  even  to  a  final  Extermina- 
tion, like  the  people  of  Aad  and  Thamod,  of 
v/nom  at  this  d.\y  there  remain  no  foot-flops. 

I  pray  GOD  guard  the  Imperial  City  and  Ar- 
fen.J  from  all  Caiualttes  of  Fire,  from  Inundations 
of  Water,  and  from  Earthquakes  :  And  thy  own 
watchful  care  and  prudence  v/ill  defend  the  Ma- 
gazines in  thy  cultody,  from  the  fly  attempts  of 
Traitors  and  Villains. 


Paris,  ioth  of  the  6th  Moon, 
of  the  Year  165%. 


LETTER     XII. 

To  Mcherrtt,  an  Eunuch,  in  the  Seraglio. 

I  Acquainted  the.?  fonnerlv  v.-ith  the  firft  necef- 
fity  I  had  to  drink  whit,  that  I  might  the  belter 
conceal  my  being  a  i'vluft'i'r.-an,  wAen  I  was  made 
a  prifoner  by  Cardinal  Ivlr.xarini  s  order.  I  tell 
thee  now,  this  liquor  is  grown  habitual  to  me,  it 
being  the  natural  Beverage  of  the  Country  where 
I  am.  But  the  French  temper  it  with  water,  the 
beiter  to  allay  their  thiril,  and  prevent  Fevers  : 
Which  cuflom  agrees  nor  with  the  fromach  of  a 
Mahometan,  who, 'when  he  r.nu^  c-'ther  water  or 
wine,  loves  to  have 'em  pure  without  mixture.  I 
ufe  it  moderately  for  rny  health,  and  to  create  an 
pppctitc.  But  this  evening  I  drank  a  gl. 
wine,  which  is  like  to  make  me  abhor  it  for  ever. 
Jj)  all  probability  I  ihall  turn  as  ftrict  and  prerife 
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as  a  Hodgia.  For,  in  the  midft  of  my  draught,  I 
had  almott  fwallpwed  a  great  Spider,  which  lay 
drowned  in  the  wine.  The  little  Beail  had  nafs'd 
my  lip  ;  but  I  foon  clear'd  my  mouth  of  fo  un- 
grateful a  inorfel.  I  wifli  I  could  as  eaJ'.ly  dif- 
charge  my  Imagination  of  the  hated  Ideas  it  has 
imbibed  with  this  fatal  Potion.  Not,  that  I  thinic 
I  am  poi ioned,  or  have  received  any  real  damage 
from  the  Spider :  The  vvorrt  Venom  lies  in  my 
own  Fancy.  It  will  be  impofiible  for  all  the  water 
in  France  to  wafh  away  the  prejudices  I  have 
conceived  againft  this  little  Infect.  I  have  a  per- 
fedt  Antipathy  againtt  it.  The  fight  of  a  Spider 
would  always  make  me  fvveat  and  tremble.  Now 
if  ever  I  mould  talle  of  wine  again,  I  fhould 
imagine  every  mouthful  I  fwallow'd  had  a  Spider  in 
it.  JVIy  reafon  tells  me,  there  was  no  danger  if  I 
had  one  in  my  ftomach  ;  having  feen  a  Phylician, 
without  the  ufe  of  any  Antidote,  fwallow  two  or 
three  large  Spiders  in  a  glafs  of  wine:  And  this 
was  his  ordinary  practice  ev'ery  morning.  And  moft 
of  that  profefTion  maintain,  that  Spiders,  fo 
drank,  can  do  no  harm ;  yet  my  Antipathy  over- 
comes my  Reafon  in  this  point.  And  if  Galen  or 
Hippocrates  were  alive,  they  would  not  be  able  with 
all  their  learned  Demonftrations,  to  reconcile  me 
to  a  Creature,  for  which  I  have  an  invincible 
Averfion  and  Abhorrence.  I  had  rather  encounter 
with  a  Lion  or  Tiger  in  the  Defarts  of  Arabia, 
provided  I  had  but  a  fword  in  -my  hand,  than  to 
have  a  Spider  crawling  about  me  in  the  d^.rk.  And 
therefore  I  have  often  envied  the  happinefs  of  the 
Irifh  men  ;  for  in  that  Ifland,  they  fay,  no  veno- 
mous Creature  will  live.  The  fame  is  reported 
of  the  Ifls  of  Malta ;  which  wonderful  privilege 
both  thefe  Iflands  afcribe  to  the  Prayers  of  certain 
Saints. 

There  is  no  reafon  to  be  given  for  thefe  fecret 
Antipathies,  which  are  difcover'd  in  many  men. 
Some  will  f\veat  and  faint  away,  if  there  be  a  Cat 
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in  the  room  v/here  they  are,  though  they  knov.< 
nothing  of  it,  any  othervvife  than  by  the  ice  ret 
Intimatipns  of  his  unaccountable  Senfe,  which. 
Nature  has  added  to  the  other  five.  I  have  feen  a 
gentleman  drop  down  in  a  fwoon,  as  foon  as  he 
entered  a  chamber  where  there  was  a  Squirrel  kept 
in  a  cage.  And  thofe  that  knew  him  laid,  It  was 
his  conftant  infirmity. 

If  there  be  any  truth  in  the  doctrine  of  the 
foul's  Tranfmigration,  I  fliould  think  the  beft  rea- 
fons  for  thefe  private  Antipathies  might  be  drawn- 
from  fome  former  ftate  of  the  foul.  And'accord- 
ing  to  that  fuppofition  I  fhall  conclude,  that  I 
had  been  a  Fly  before  I  came  into  this  Body  ;  and 
having  been  frequently  perfecuted  by  Spiders  in 
that  itate,  do  rtill  retain  the  dread  of  my  old 
enemy,  which  all  the  circumftances  of  my  pre- 
fent  Metamorphofis  arc  not  able  to  efface.  But 
if  this  be  fo,  I  wonder  I  fhould  have  no  diftindt 
remembrance  of  my  former  little  volatile  lite  ; 
fince  Pythagoras,  the  great  patron  of  the  Metem- 
pfychoiis  declares,  that  he  could  remember  fcve- 
ral  changes  he  had  undergone.  And  partiaihuly 
recounts,  how  he  led  a  merrier  life  when  he  was  a 
Frog,  than  fince  he  became  a  Pliiioibpher. 

It  affords  me  a  matter.,  of  thought,  znd  is  no 
fmall  diverfion  to  behold  the  contrariety  that  is 
in  mcns  diet.  One  man  never  taftsa  of  Fifh 
all  his  days,  another  abhors  Flelh  ;  this  faints  if 
his  Bread  be  cut  with  a  knife  ih.it  has  touched 
Gheefe,  that  fwoons  at  the  fmell  of  Mutton.  Alen 
have  as  different  appetites,  as  they  have  faces.. 
Some  are  fqueamifli,  and  a!nK>lt  nanfcatc  every 
thing  that  others  eat  freely  of :  Again, 
are  others  to  whom  nothing  cpn  lor 

my  part,  I  have  many  aversions  in   point  or 
And,   above  all  things,  I  can  never  lu  roccm  ilcd 
to  the  eating  of  Infects,  Serpents,  and  odu. 
tile   Creiituves  ;  yet   here  arc  men. in    this  K 
dom,  who  live  upon  Frogs,  Vipers,  (iralh.  , 

and 
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and  fuch  kind  of  loathlbmc  Animals.  And  I  have 
read  of  a  People  in  the  Southern  Parts  of  Africa, 
who  had  no  other  diet  but  faked  Locufts,  which 
they  catch  in  the  fpring  j  when  certain  Winds 
bring  innumerable  fwarms  of  them  over  the  land, 
fo  that  ail  the  Conn  ry  is  covered.  Thefe  Peo- 
ple are  very  lean,  achve,  and  black.  Tney  run 
fwift  as  Stags,  and  will  climb  trees,  and  jump  from 
one  bough  and  tree  to  another,  as  nimble  as  Apes 
and  Squirrels.  But  they  are  fhort-liv'd,  never 
exceeding  forty  years  of  age.  For,  about  that 
time,  they  feel  a  violent  itching  all  over  their 
bodies  ;  which  tempting  them  to  fcratch  them- 
felves,  they  never  ceafe  'till  they  make  holes  in 
their  fleih,  where  certain  winged  Infects  breed  : 
Which  multiply  fo  faft,  that  in  a  little  time  they 
devour  the  poor  wretches.  This  is  thought  to  be 
the  refult  of  their  ill  diet,  i 

Let  not  what  1  have  faid  create  any  fqueamim- 
nefs  in  thee,  but  eat  thy  Pilaw  with  a  good  fto- 
mach  :  For  that  Food  has  the  Benediction  of 
GOD  and  his  Prophet. 

Paris,  »  3d  of  the  6th  Moon, 
of  the  Year  1654. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XIII. 
To  the  Kaimacham. 

THE  King  of  France  has  been  folcmnly 
crowned  ?.t  Rheims;  \V}K:T  u.-v  prefer.;:  h;s 
Mother  and  Brother,  Cardinal  Ma/a.'ini,  divas 
Princes  and  Nobles,  and  Foreign  Mir.ifiers.  But 
nothing  could  pcrfuade  the  King's  Uncle,  the 
Duke  of  Orleans,  to  grace  this  Ceremony  with  his 
prefence.  He  has  declared  he  will  never  come  to 
the  Court  fo  long  as  Cardinal  Mazarini  is  there. 

Marfhal  Turenne  has  received  private  orders  to 
repair  fpeedily  to  his  army  in  Flanders.  What 
the  defigji  is  we  are  not  certain.  Some  lay,  He  is 
gone  to  furprize  G ravelins,  a  city  in  Flanders, 
which  was  lately  fo  ruin'd  by  the  blowing  up  of 
the  Magazine,  tnat  it  is  not  in  a  condition  to  re- 
fill the  French,  fhould  they  aflault  it. 

Others  fay,  the  King  has  commanded  his  Ge- 
neral to  lay  liege  to  Stenay,  a  city  belonging  to  the 
Prince  of  Conde,  a  place  of  great  ftrength,  and 
exquifitely  forrify'd. 

'Tis  reported,  that  Cardinal  Mazarini  holds  a 
correfpondence  with  the  Governor  of  this  ftrong 
Hold  :  And  that  on  this  ground  it  was  he  promis'o 
the  King,  on  the  Honour  of  his  Purple,  that,  if 
he  would  fuffer  his  army  to  lie  down  before  it, 
it  fhould  by  fuch  a  day  be  delivered  into  his 
hands. 

The  Duke  of  Lorrain,  of  whofe  imprifonment  at 
Antwerp,  I  inform'd  Muftapha  Berber  Aga,  is  now 
remov'd  from  thence,  and  fent  to  Spain  -,  from 
whence  'tis  believed  he  will  never  come  back. 

From  the  North  the  Poft  brings  news  of  the  re- 
fignation  which  Chriftina,  Queen  of  Sweden,  has 
made  of  her  Crown,  to  her  Coufin,  Prince 
Charles.  They  add,  That  fhe  caus'd  a  Crown  tx> 
be  made  with  this  Infcription,  FROM  GOD  AND 

CHRISTINA  ^ 
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CHRISTINA  ;  and  that  fhc  placed  this  Crown  on 
the  Prince's  head  with  her  own  hands,  having  be- 
fore abfolv'd  all  her  fubjec~b  from  their  Oaths  of 
Fidelity  to  her. 

The  fame  Poft  alfo  tells  us  of  a  mighty  army 
of  Mufcovites,  which  are  entcr'd  into  Poland,  dc- 
ftroying  and  laying  dcfolate  wherever  they  come. 
The  pretended  caufe  of  this  invafion  is  faid  to  be 
a  difguft  the  Czar  has  taken  at  a  certain  Hiftorian 
and  Poet  of  Poland  ;  who,  in  reciting  the  Wars 
between  thofe  Nations,  had  made  a  miltake  in  the 
Genealogy  of  the  Mufcovite  Emperors,  nanrng 
the  Father  for  the  Son.  The  Czar,  being  inform'd 
of  this,  demanded  the  Head  of  t'le  Writer  as  an 
atonement;  which  being  deny'd,  he  rufh'd  into 
the  territories  of  Polandvto  revenge  himfelf  by  fire 
and  fword. 

Thefe  are  the  a&ions  of  fuch  as  pretend  to  fol- 
low the  example  of  Jefus,  the  Meifias  ;  who  com- 
manded men  to  forgive  Injuries,  even  as  did  our 
Holy  Prophet  ;  yet  they  fcruple  not  to  accufe  us  of 
what  they  thernlelves  are  only  guilty.  Thus,  whilft 
they  are  Chriftians  in  Name,  we  fhew  by  our 
Practice  that  we  are  true  Difciples  of  the  venerable 
Jefus. 

Doubtlefs  all  men  are  juft  or  wicked  by  Nature. 
Every  man's  Fate  is  engraven  on  his  Forehead. 
And  neither  the  Precepts  nor  Examples  of  Jefus, 
or  Mahomet,  can  alter  the  Inclination  of  thofe» 
whole  Stars  have  fign'd  'em  in  their  Nativity  with 
the  indelible  characters  of  Vice. 


Paris,  3d  of  the  6th  Moon, 
of  the  Year 


L  E  T- 
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LETTER    XIV. 
To  Dgnet  Oglou, 

SItherto  I  have  been  in  a  Wildernefs,    or  at 
leaftl'll  fuppote  it,  wandering  up  ar.d  clown, 
ind  confounded  in  the  dark,  without  t" j.n,  ftar, 
land-mark,  or  any   faithful  Guide  to  direcit  me. 
What  fhall   I   do  in   this  cafe  ?  I   am  tired  with 
perpetual  rambiing,  and  reft  dare  I  not  ;  neither 
can  I,  fuch  is  my  aneafmefs,  even  in  the  only  cir- 
cumftance  which  gives  to  other  men  repofe. 

Thus  I  difcourfe  with  myfelf  when  1  am  alone, 
and  confider  rny  prdentilate  as  a  Mortal.  The 
miferies  of  this  life  are  the  Themes  of  my  firft 
contemplation  ;  and  'tis  but  reafon  it  fhovild  be  fo, 
becaufe  we  feel  them  every  moment.  They  touch 
our  fenfe  nearly,  and  affiift  us  with  (harp  pains. 
Yet  they  are  but  like  the  fting  of  a  Wafp,  violent 
for  a  time,  but  laft  not  long. 

This  thought  ca-ries  me  farther,  and  puts  me 
upon  an  endlefs  meditation,  what  will  befal  me 
after  I  am  dead.  When  I  have  contemplated  all 
that  I  can,  ran  over  a  thoufand  paths  of  fancy,  and 
track'd  all  the  footfteps  of  the  Wife,  or  of  fuch 
as  were  efteem'd  fo  ;  irill  I  find  myfelf  in  a  De- 
fart,  more  entangled  than  a  traveller  loft  in  the 
Foreft  of  Hyrcania,  which  extends  from  the  moft 
Northerly  part  of  Mufcovy,  to  fome  Provinces 
in  the  German  Empire  ;  and  'tis  reputed  five  hun- 
dred leagues  in  length. 

In  this  bewilder'd  condition  I  met  with  many 
pretended  guides ;  one  telling  me  this  is  the  way, 
another  that.  But,  becaufe  they  do  not  agree  in 
their  advice,  I  know  not  which  to  truft  ;  and  am 
inclined  to  fufpeft  fome  for  cheats,  and  the  reft 
for  fools  i  as  much  at  a  lofs,  if  not  more  than 
myfelf. 

Permit 
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Permit  me  to  difcourfe  with  freedom,  my  dear 
Dgnet,  and  let  us  unmaflc  like  friends.  What 
fignihes  all  that  the  Imaums  and  Mollahs  can  fay 
of  Paradifeand  Hell,  lince  none  of 'em  have  been 
there  to  make  an  experiment  ?  Why  fhould  we 
fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  amus'd  with  notions  of  things, 
which  for  aught  we  know  have  no  other  exiftence, 
but  in  the  Harangues  of  the  Preachers,  and  the 
Fancies  of  the  credulous  ? 

Think  not  that  I  am  going  to  perfuade  thee  to 
the  Herefy  of  the  Muierin,  who  deny  the  Being 
of  a  GOD.  I  tell  thee,  I  am  no  Athieft.  From 
every  thing  I  behold,  my  thought  foon  flies  up  to 
a  tiril  Caufe  ;  and  there  'tis  daih'd  into  a  thoufand 
Queries.  This  I  lay  as  a  folid  foundation,  "  All 
"•  things  were  not  always  in  the  fame  Hate  as  they 
"  are  now,"  (my  experience  demonftrates  to  the 
contrary.)  But  how  much  longer  they  have  been 
otherwife,  than  my  own  remembrance,  I  cannot 
be  afiur'd  but  by  the  confidence  which  I  repofe  in 
people  that  are  older  than  myielf,  and  the  faith  I 
give  to  books.  Both  which  agree  in  this,  That 
they  are  guilty  of  contradictions  without  number. 

Thofe  that  were  born  before  me,  and  liv'd  in  the 
Days  of  Sultan  Mahomet  II I.  tell  me  many  paf- 
fages  of  his  Reign,  quite  different  from  the  rela- 
tions of  others,  who  alfo  liv'd  in  thofe  times,  and 
remark'd  the  tranfacHons  of  their  age. 

I  like  the  difagreement  I  find  among  Aut'  ors, 
who  have  committed  to  writing  the  Hirrories  of 
former  Times.  'Tis  difficult  to  encounter  with 
two  men  of  the  fame  opinion,  even  as  to  matters 
of  fact.  Some  take  a  pride  in  difguifmg  the 
truth,  whiltt  others  have  not  (kill  to  take  off  the 
mafk.  There  are  a  fort  of  perfons  in  the  world, 
men  of  fupine  and  eafy  judgments,  credulous,  and 
not  daring  to  call  in  queftion  what  has  been  tranf- 
mitted  to  them  from  the  Authority  of  fuch  and 
fuch  a  writer.  They  fuperftitioufly  revere,  as  an 
Oracle,  the  Manufcripts  of  a  mortal  man  like 
themfelves,  fubject  to  as  many  frailties  and  mif- 

takes. 
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takes.  And  all  this,  only  becaufe  they  have  been 
taught  to  do  fo  from  their  Infancy  :  So  forcible  is 
the  influence  of  Education.  Thus  the  Hebrews 
believe  the  Records  of  their  Nation  to  be  of  divine 
original,  though  they  want  not  verbal  contra- 
dictions, and  abound  with  logical  and  philofophical  j 
inconfiftencies.  But  that  which  is  of  greateft  mo-  I 
ment  is,  that  neither  they  nor  any  other  nation, 
no  not  even  the  A  (Tynan  or  Egyptian  records,  come 
near  the  immenfe  chronologies  of  the  Chinefe  and 
Indians.  So  that,  amidft  iuch  vaft  variety  of  ac- 
counts, a  man  knows  not  where  to  fix  his  belief. 
But  whether  the  world  be  only  five  or  fix  thoufand 
years  old,  or  of  a  more  infinite  antiquity,  this  is 
a  fure  maxim,  That  Something  is  Eternal.  Even 
the  Jews  and  Chriftians,  who  deny  the  eternity 
of  matter,  and  aflert  the  creation  of  the  world  out 
of  NOTHING,  in  a  determin'd  period  of  time, 
muft  of  neceffity  own,  There  was  an  eternal  and 
infinite  emptinefs  or  vacuity,  which  is  the  fame  as 
Mofes  calls  by  the  name  of  NOTHING  :  Which 
will  found  as  harfh  to  Philofophy  as  the  Eternity 
of  Matter  does  in  their  Divinity.  Nay,  if  I 
miftake  not,  'tis  of  a  worfe  confequence,  even  in 
the  Doctrines  of  Religion,  to  aflert  an  infinite  Pri- 
vation, or  want  of  Exiftence,  to  be  co-eternal 
with  the  fubftantial  GOD,  who  is  omnipotent, 
living,  and  ftrong  ;  than  to  afErm  Matter  itfelf 
to  be  co-eternal  with  him,  fince  this  is  an  actual 
Subftance,  and  may  with  reafon  be  fuppos'd,  as 
a  necefiary  Emanation  of  his  Power  and  Good- 
nsfs ;  whereas  the  other  is  a  mere  naked  Potenti- 
ality, a  Non-Entity,  as  the  Weftern  Philofophcrs  • 
call  it ;  and  therefore  cannot  be  conceived  to  flow 
from  the  Divine  Nature,  which  is  Elfential  Life 
and  Being.  Yet  in  thcfe  nice  and  remote  fpecula-  ' 
tions  I  am  timorous,  and  dare  not  be  pofitive  ;  left 
I  fhould  profane  the  honour  of  the  Sovereignly 
Good,  who  is  the  Breath  of  our  Noftrils.  To 
fpeak  the  truth,  I  am  wavering  in  ail  things  but 
this  :  That  there  is  an  Eternal  Mind,  every  where 
5  prefent, , 
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prcfent,  the  Root  and  Bafts  of  all  Things  vifible  and 
invifible,  whom  we  call  Alia,  the  Support  of  in- 
finite A;;cs,  the  Rock  and  Stay  of  the  Univerfe. 

Let  thpu  and  I,  dear  friend,  perfevere  in  adoring 
that  fuperlative  Elfence  of  Eiiences,  with  internal 
and  profound  Devotion  :  Let  our  thoughts  be 
pure,  our  words  few,  and  thofe  full  of  innocent 
and  grateful  flames.  For  afluredly,  GOD  delights 
not  in  the  babbling  of  the  tongue. 

As  for  the  rell,  Let  us  live  according  to  our  Na- 
ture and  Reafon,  as  we  are  Men.  For  we  may 
believe,  That  the  indulgent  Father  of  all  Things 
will  accept  us,  if  we  fquare  our  actions  according 
to  this  Rule,  without  aiming  at  the  perfection  of 
Angels. 

In  a  word,  Let  us  love  all  human  Race,  and  fliew 
juftice  and  mercy  to  the  Brutes.  For,  in  fo  doing, 
we  (hall  not  be  unkind  to  ourfelves. 

Paris,  i^th  of  the  yth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1654, 
according  to  the  Chriitian  Style. 


The  END  of  the  FOURTH  VOLUME. 
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